
Chiinga Siavwapa
Munga Eco-Lodge

Munga Eco-Lodge owners and staff mourn the passing of our dear friend and colleague, Chiinga Siavwapa on 13 
September 2019. He was tragically killed by an elephant while conducting a bird-
watching tour.

Chiinga was the founder of Savannah Southern Safaris and was passionate about 
nature. He has been an imminent nature guide and a professional guide trainer. He 
dedicated his life work to promoting conservation of nature, and was a specialist in bird-
watching. He loved elephants and was a strong advocate for their protection in the face 
of increasing competition from human activity and destruction of their habitat.

Chiinga loved his family and he loved our community. We thank him for all that he has 
taught us. To this end, we wish to join others who knew him, to appeal for taking up his 
cause for conserving nature and our precious environment.

This, we believe, would be the best way to honour not only his memory but the cause for which he died.

Dear All

An elephant crossing.  During the regatta, just as a raft race was about to begin, a herd of elephant crossed the river 
between the Game Park and Long Island.  Of course, it did mean that the schedule for races was delayed a bit.  

LIVINGSTONE



Livingstone Sports Festival

On Friday, 13th September, the Litunga was taken for a spin on the Zambezi River near the Game Park.  I have written up 
my story on a Window on Zambia: https://awindowonzambia.com/litunga-in-livingstone/

The following day was the regatta.  I stayed for a few hours and watched a couple of races … and the ele crossing!  

The regatta was well supported but the Friday event was a poor show with only a few boats enjoying the spectale.  
Everyone I spoke to told me that the marketing of the event had been poorly advertised.  We all knew that Peter Jones 
and his team had done a tremendous amount of work to organise the event, and wondered why the advertising was not 
so good.    

Here are a couple of photos of the regatta.



PLANS TO CARRY OUT STUDY ON PROSPECTS OF TAPPING WATER FROM LAKE BANGWEULU UNDERWAY
Phoenix FM Zambia

Plans to carry out a study on possibilities of tapping water from Lake Bangweulu to either Zambezi or Kafue rivers are 
underway.  Energy Minister Mathew Nkhuwa has revealed that government is the process of engaging the University of 
Zambia –UNZA- School of engineering to conduct the study as way of enhancing hydro power generation.  Mr. Nkhuwa 
is optimistic that something positive will come out from the study as a way of cushioning the 750 megawatts power deficit 
the country is currently experiencing.

Meanwhile, Mr. Nkhuwa has called on the general public 
to submit their suggestions towards plans to divert water 
from the Congo River, located about 45km to Mwinilunga 
town saying that finding solutions to the country’s energy 
challenges requires combined efforts.

G:  Lake Bangweulu is part of the Congo River Basin.  
So, based on my argument in the last issue of the 
newsletter, the water should stay in the Congo Basin 
and not be moved to the Zambezi Basin.  As humans, 
we interfere too much in our environment.  Anyhow, 
the costs and the logistics of moving the water will far 
outweigh the ‘benefits’, so I am hoping that it will just be 
a pipe-dream, literally.  

And, surely, we must learn the lesson that we can no 
longer rely on water to provide us with the power we 
need.  We know that the sun will never let us down.  

The consequences of removing water from Lake 
Bangweulu will mean the reduction in the surrounding 
floodplain which is home to the Black Lechwe and Sitatunga which live primarily in marshy land.  The wildlife in the area 
was seriously depleted some years ago but, with African Parks coming in to help manage the area, we have seen an 
increase in black lechwe numbers from 35,000 to 50,000.    

Anyone who has visited Lochinvar or Blue Lagoon National Parks will know that the floodplain of Kafue Flats is seriously 
depleted.  The Kafue Lechwe there are struggling to survive.  In a report by WWF this year it states that the number of 
Kafue Lechwe in the Kafue Flats which includes Lochinvar and Blue Lagoon, is down by almost 20% in the past 4 years 
to around 23,000.  We know that Lochinvar is suffering from the invasive mimosa pigra plant and poaching but this is 
exacerbated by the removal of water from the Kafue River system.  Just think of all the water which is taken from the 
Kafue River by the sugar estates around Mazabuka.  Add this to the damage done by fires and deforestation and we can 
see how the water levels have gone down.

If we start to take water from Lake Bangweulu we will see the same situation in the environment as we see now in the 
Kafue Flats.  

Conservation South Luangwa 

As we get further in to the dry season, snaring typically increases. Whilst people are not 
actually setting out to snare elephants, they very often get caught and suffer horrific and 
painful consequences.
Luckily this big bull was spotted by Norman Carr Safaris and Lion Camp Zambia, 
and because of a good reporting system we have here they were able to inform us 
immediately. He was promptly helped by our team of vets and field crew (Zambian 
Carnivore Programme as always on hand to help, DNPW and CSL) and should make a full 
recovery.



Conservation South Luangwa

We typically only immobilize an animal that has been injured at the hands of humans. However, we were unsure if this 
big bull spotted on Monday had a gunshot wound or a natural wound. Given a recent spike in retaliatory wounding and 
killing of elephants because of crop raiding, we opted to immobilize him, scan for a bullet using a metal detector and treat 
where possible. Good news, it was not a bullet, no traces of metal were picked up and so his wound was cleaned up 
(maggots removed, wound debrided with diluted iodine solution and sprayed with wound spray). He was given long acting 
antibiotics and sent on his way. Definitely worth it and peace of mind knowing he did not have a bullet lodged in him. 
Great team work by DNPW vet Lengwe Bwalya, CSL-ZCP vet Mwamba and CSL Operations Manager George.

Chamilandu makes history as the first Zambian orphaned elephant to deliver a wild born baby.
Game Rangers International

Having roamed free in Kafue National Park for the past four years, Chamilandu returned to the elephant boma 
unexpectedly during lunchtime this week. We have known for some time that she was pregnant and have been waiting in 
anticipation. The entire camp watched in wonder and amazement as, after a few stretches and signs of discomfort, she 
rapidly gave birth to this beautiful little calf.

Without mature females around to support her at this critical time, 
Chamilandu had returned to her ‘safe place’ in order to give her new 
baby the best chance of survival. She and the team, who have cared 
for her these past 11 years, worked together to assist her baby to stand 
and guide him to drink. These precious moments are monumental in our 
project’s history and reduced our male dominated team of rangers to 
tears of sheer joy.

The entire orphan herd showed huge interest and excitement to this 
teeny tiny addition as they welcomed back their beloved Matriarch. 

As the eldest elephant in the 
herd (13 years) she has been 
instrumental in mothering 
every orphan that has come 
her way. In a sense, she has 
been preparing for this moment 
for the last 11 years, and to 
see her nurturing her very own 
wild-born baby is a miracle 
beyond worlds.

This exciting milestone is the result of an 11 year journey for the Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife-GRI partnership, made possible through the 
commitment and dedication of David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation, ifaw and 
Olsen Animal Trust.



PRESIDENT LUNGU CALLS FOR ENHANCED ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Zambia Environmental Management Agency

Republican President, H.E Edgar Chagwa Lungu has called for enhanced environmental sustainability in the face of 
increased ecological degradation.

In his address during the official opening of the 4th Session of the 12th National Assembly, under the theme; Accelerating 
Sustainable Development for a better Zambia amidst the impact of Climate Change, President Lungu directed the Zambia 
Environmental Management Agency (ZEMA) to ensure that water sources and land adjacent to such areas are not 
adulterated by corporate entities or individuals in the name of development.

The President said: “From today henceforth, I shall not see a house or indeed a factory being built adjacent to our water 
resource, depriving the majority of other Zambians of usage of this resource.”

President Lungu added that there is need for the country to acknowledge that some of the environmental problems being 
faced are human-made highlighting that some corporate institutions and individual citizens tend to ignore environmental 
impacts of their commercial or individual activities.

We hold our environment in trust for the future; we won’t have a future if we destroy the environment!

G: Another ‘Wow Moment’!  Let’s hope that this speech is not just words and that it is put into action.  

The considered pipeline from Bangweulu to the Zambezi is just one catastrophic human intervention in our environment 
that should end now.  Another is the planned development in Forest Reserve 27 near Lusaka which conservationists are 
trying desperately to stop because the forest is a water catchment area.  I am sure there are many more examples.

I know that the Zambia Environmental Agency has many highly qualified and knowledgeable members of staff.  
Authorities need to give them the freedom to speak their minds openly.  I know we need development and it is so easy 
to be dazzled by a large company with money and plans for construction, but we first need to investigate their ‘green’ 
credentials.  



ZamWatchdog – Kafue Capture



US company to construct multi-million dollar trade hub for Zambia, Zim and Mozambique
Southern Times

Zura Southern Africa, an American company, is set to establish 
a US$160 million multi-model international trade hub for 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Zambia.  The trade hub, which 
will be the first of its kind, is set to be constructed in Kanyemba, 
Zimbabwe, and is expected to boost business and trading 
relations amongst the three countries.

Kanyemba is a village in the district of Mashonaland Central 
in Zimbabwe that shares boundaries with Luangwa district in 
Zambia and Zumbo in Mozambique. It is in this same area that 
also three rivers from these countries meet, Mwanzamutanda, 
Luangwa and the mighty Zambezi River.  The government 
of Zimbabwe is in the process of transforming Kanyemba 
into a border town that will not only be the nerve centre of 
development in Mashonaland Central, but neighbouring 
Mozambique and Zambian villages.  It is in line with the 
Kanyemba town development that the government of 
Zimbabwe has agreed to let Zura Southern Africa establish a 
trade hub.

Zura Southern Africa founder, Darren Moore, said he was 
excited to be part of those who are set to develop Kanyemba 
into a town that will benefit not just one country, but the whole 
of Southern Africa. ...

G: Interesting.  With Zimbabwe in economic freefall we can only wonder how this development makes financial sense for 
such a company.  I initially thought that the story was just ‘spin’, so, I looked up Zura and found this:

Darren Moore

Darren is the Founder and Managing Principal of Zura Consulting and its regional subsidiaries, which are leading 
contractors and advisors in the energy, logistics, development, and finance fields.

Zura excels in quality, agility and consistency: quality of products and services, agility in response to need, and 
consistency in adherence to stringent professional standards. Zura is the Sanskrit word meaning “Warrior for Good” – 
which is the main guiding principle of the Firm around which all activities are organized.

Darren’s primary areas of expertise are stability operations, expeditionary logistics and development, and direct support to 
clients located in underdeveloped locations with high growth opportunity. As the Founder of Zura, he is intimately involved 
in all aspects of the business, including US government coordination and scoping, client relationship management, project 
initiatives, and developing deep inroads and strategic partnerships with stakeholders. Darren is known for his strong 
interpersonal skills, adaptability in different cultural settings, comfort in challenging environments, and ability to identify the 
right partners to fill gaps and achieve success.

Zura began as a small consulting business and has grown into a multi-national company with presence and subsidiaries 
in multiple countries throughout Sub-Saharan Africa, North Africa, and the Middle East, serving clients that include 
commercial, federal, diplomatic, design-build contractors, security, and intelligence organizations, large contractors, and 
allied local-national agencies and companies. Zura has grown on average 10.5x year-over-year since its founding, and 
currently is the General Partner (project sponsor) on six developments in the US and Africa. ...

In his spare time Darren enjoys sailing, hunting, philanthropy, emerging technology, and legislative affairs.

G: I can’t work this out.  To reach Kanyemba in Zim, it is over 200km on a winding dirt track, through hilly country and 
over many rivers from Karoi.  The rivers do have bridges, a legacy, I assume, of Rhodesia days.  But the bridges will not 
withstand heavy use by big trucks.   On the Moz side it is about 500 km along a dirt track to Tete.  Most rivers have no 
bridges, the road looks a nightmare through wild, uninhabited bush.  I assume it is impassable during the rainy season.  
Zam has a good tar road there.  

I can’t see what road trade this will facilitate.  The only route I can foresee is between Harare and Malawi or Tanzania.  
Am I  missing something?  

ZIMBABWE



Elephant Sands

We need your help.  Due to the terrible drought 5 hippos arrived at 
one of our waterholes.
No idea how far they have come as there is no water anywhere.  We 
have relocated them to a waterhole where they are not fighting a 100 
ellies for water everyday. We need help with water bowsers to keep 
it deep enough until the rains come. Shaun and Hayley Rorke from 
Rodent Transport, thank you for donating your crane truck and being 
part of the whole adventure you are true wildlife warriors. Thank you 
to the brave vets from DWNP

Then, a few days later: 

Great news Ellie friends
Thank you for all the love and support.
Babcock Equipment Botswana donated a water bowser for the 
hippos.  They are based in our capital city Gabarone. We are so 
grateful.
To have another wildlife warrior on board.
Will keep you up to date when it arrives and how the hippos are 
doing and hopefully we will also have an idea as to where they are 
coming from. Let’s all hope and pray the rain comes early this year. 
Have a great evening Ellie friends.

Poisoning suspected in mysterious hippo deaths
Informanté

The death of 25 hippopotamuses in Lake Lyambezi since the 
end of August might be the result of poisoning as the Ministry of 
Environment and Tourism has ruled out anthrax as a possible cause.
Spokesperson of the Ministry of Environment and Tourism, Romeo 
Muyunda, said that pesticide poisoning as a result of agricultural 
activities that take place around the lake is now suspected to be 
the cause of die off, but that more tests will have to be done to 
determine why the hippos are actually dying at such an alarming 
rate.
“The hippos started dying two weeks ago and they continue to do 
so,” he said.
Muyunda said that the first test for anthrax that was done last week 
came back negative.
A number of hippo carcasses can be still seen floating on the lake and members of the community have started feasting 
on the meat, although the ministry is yet to declare it fit for human consumption.
Lake Lyambezi in the Zilitene area in the Katima Mulilo Rural Constituency is home to over 400 hippos.
If the current situation continues, the entire population might be lost as the lake is also fast drying up because of the 
current drought that is taking its toll.

NAMIBIA

BOTSWANA



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K13.15

P10.88
Nam$14.75
Zim$19.30

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

15°C (59)  34°C (93)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE


