
Government releases funds for the construction of Livingstone’s Intercity Bus terminus
Lusaka Times

Local Government Minister, Vincent Mwale says Eight Million Kwacha has been released for the completion of 
Livingstone’s Intercity Bus terminus and the Town Centre Market, commonly known as Zimbabwe Market.

Mr. Mwale says the funds have been released by NAPSA after entering into a partnership with the Ministry of Local 
Government to complete the two structures. …

Mr. Mwale said Zambia National Service -ZNS – who are already on site will complete the two structures, which have 
dragged for some time now.  He said Livingstone residents will now start seeing works by ZNS …

Dear All

I do not have DSTV anymore.  I gave up paying for that terrible TV service over a year ago.  I am now addicted to radio.  I 
tend to listen to BBC Radio Four most of the day.  And now, with the World Service available on local radio, I have it on in 
the car.  LIVINGSTONE

Maramba Stadium rehab to cost over K1m
Daily Mail

Livingstone town clerk Getrude Chibiliti says K1.5million is needed for the rehabilitation works on Maramba Stadium.
Chibiliti said so far K270, 000 has been allocated to the stadium from the 2018 Constituency Development Funds (CDF) 
for minimal works. ...



Hippo Cull in South Luangwa if off again
From Africa Geographic

In yet another about-turn since the Zambian government announced plans to cull 2,000 hippos in Luangwa Valley, the 
proposed cull has been cancelled.

According to an announcement by Umlilo Safaris on the trophy hunting website Africahunting.com, the cull was cancelled 
due to “a well orchestrated hate campaign against us”. Umlilo Safaris is a South African hunting outfitter that was 
contracted to source clients for these hippo hunts. Umlilo Safaris went on to say “We have already notified all the clients 
that have booked these hunts of the situation. Luckily this number is low.”

The planned cull, termed a ‘hippo management hunt’ was cancelled in 2016, then re-instated in 2018, before now being 
cancelled again. …

ZAMBIA



Chimfunshi Wildlife Orphanage Trust

*Miriam, John and Victoria Update*

This past week our latest rescues, Miriam, John and Victoria, went through their last health check during quarantine, tests 
results are still pending but they are doing great. Miriam is getting full swellings as she is a big teenager now, and little 
John is a complete new chimp if compared to the shy and scared boy that came to us 6 months ago. We hope everything 
is clear and our vet department will release them to start integrations with our Qgroup in about a month but we will keep 
you posted !



China, Italy and US companies in race to build $4.5bn Zambezi dam
Global Construction Review

The Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) has shortlisted three bidders for the Batoka Gorge hydropower project, a $4.5bn 
hydroelectric scheme located on the border between Zimbabwe and Zambia.
Those in the running are: 
China Three Gorges Corporation, which built the Three Gorges Dam in China.
Salini Impregilo, Italy’s largest contractor, which is currently engaged on the Grand Renaissance Dam in Ethiopia.
A joint venture between Power China and GE Hydro China, a subsidiary of US corporation General Electric.

The ZRA is a statutory body set up by Zimbabwe and Zambia to manage the Zambezi River. Its chief executive, 
Munyaradzi Munodawafa, said: “If all goes well, by September we should have a developer for the Batoka. So, for 
Batoka, we are talking of a 2.4GW plant, 1.2GW on both sides of the river. We are just waiting for the developer, when we 
appoint we will then go to the next stage of construction.”

G: Any signs of the EISA?

ZIM-ZAM

Power Cuts Begin

As an add-on to the above story, Zambia and Zimbabwe are facing power cuts every day.  For us in Zambia they started 
on 1st June.  Almost every day our power is off for 4 hours.  From the media, I get the impression that it is much worse in 
Zimbabwe.  
Because of this year’s drought, Lake Kariba has not filled so the dam cannot provide the power we need.  Both Zambia 
and Zimbabwe, with a bit of Chinese help, increased their capacity to generate power on both sides of the dam wall at 
Kariba and this has led to an increase in the use of the water.  I can only assume that Munyaradzi Munodawafa and his 
team were not watching as the levels in the dam dropped or that they had not planned for a ‘worst-case’ scenario.  
I have been told that the power cuts in Zambia will get worse as the year continues.  We can only use the water once at 
the dam wall and we won’t have rain until November and even then, the dam will only receive local rain.  We need good 
rain in Angola and Western Zambia and that does not reach the dam until some months later.  

Power generation
I decided to have a look at power generation in Zambia and Zimbabwe.

From the news most our dams in Zambia which give us power are low.  
I did a bit of digging to see what power we do get.  I have given below what I can find out

Here are our big hydropower plants with capacity in 
MW:

Kafue Gorge Upper 900 
Kariba North Bank 960  
Itezhi-Tezhi  120  
Victoria Falls  108

And, the smaller ones: 
Mulungushi    32
Lunsemfwa    24
Musonda Falls    10
Lunzua     14
Lusiwasi    15
Chishimba Falls     6

And Coal-fired:
Maamba  300
 
And Solar
Lusaka   54

Kafue Gorge Lower Dam is nearing completion and 
will have capacity of another 750 MW of power.  
There are some smaller hydropower ones dotted around, but they are off the main grid.  
Although this seems like a lot of power generation, because of the drought, in the case of Kariba, and according to 
Zambezi River Authority, we are getting about two-thirds of normal water allocation.  We also have to note that, in a 
normal year, about 60% of all power generated is used by the mines in the Copperbelt.



In Zimbabwe, apart from Kariba (900), the other power 
plants, all coal-fired, are based in Hwange (900), Bulawayo 
(90), Harare (90) and Munyati (90).  Most of the coal-fired 
power plants are in dire need of renovations and rarely 
produce their capacity.

While I was at it, I had a look at Botswana and Namibia.  

Botswana has two coal-fired power stations (732) at Palapye 
and Orapa. Botswana has a lot of coal and very little water.

Namibia has hydropower from the Cunene River (300) 
on the border with Angola; they are also using small 
solar power stations, each providing about 5MW for the 
local communities.



Earthquake shakes Kariba
The Herald

The Meteorological Services Department (MSD) has confirmed that a moderate earthquake measuring 3,9 in magnitude 
was experienced in Kariba, Mashonaland West, on Saturday and no injuries were recorded.

Responding to questions from The Chronicle yesterday, a seismologist at the Bulawayo MSD, Mr Kwangwari Marimira, 
said most of the earth tremors which occur in the mid-Zambezi basin under which Lake Kariba falls, are called reservoir-
induced earthquakes.

“An earthquake of magnitude 3,9 was experienced in Kariba on the 1st of June 2019 at 10:28 UTC and the local time was 
12:28PM. The reports that we obtained from our personnel at Kariba Meteorological Office indicate that there were no 
casualties or injuries that were recorded. This was a moderate earthquake,” he said.

The earth tremor was felt in Kariba and surrounding areas. …

He said this was not the first time for Kariba to register earth tremors.

“The impoundment of Kariba Dam also contributes to seismicity in the area. The largest earthquake to be recorded in 
Zimbabwe occurred at Kariba Dam in 1963 and had a magnitude of 6,3. …

RioZim inks US$200m solar deal
Herald

Zimbabwe Stock Exchange (ZSE) listed resources group, RioZim Limited, has signed a US$200 million agreement with 
Chinese infrastructure development company, China Gezhouba Group International Engineering Corporation (CGGC), for 
the construction of solar power plants with combined output of 178 megawatts.

The agreement signed last Monday, will result in phased construction of solar power stations that will provide power to the 
group’s mining operations, including gold producers Renco, Cam and Motor and Dalny Mines.

The solar power stations will be constructed in the various locations across the country where the diversified mineral 
resources group —which also extracts diamonds in Murowa, Zvishavane — conducts its mining operations. …

ZIMBABWE



Operators to review Botswana holidays after elephant hunting legalised
Travel Weekly

Operators have pledged to review their position on selling holidays to Botswana following the government’s decision to 
legalise elephant hunting.

The country has lifted a ban on the hunting of elephants, which had been in place for five years, saying it had caused 
problem for local farmers trying to protect crops.

Online travel agent Luxtripper has taken Botswana – which has the world’s largest elephant population – off sale as a 
result. …

G: Although the end of the hunting ban in Botswana has caused controversy around the world, we have to remember that 
hunting is legal in Zambia, Zimbabwe and Namibia.  I assume that Luxtripper does not visit us either ...

BOTSWANA

Binga-Karoi Road Under Construction



TANZANIA
Tanzanian farmers are facing heavy prison sentences if they continue their traditional seed exchange
https://www.mo.be

In order to receive development assistance, Tanzania has to give Western agribusiness full freedom and give enclosed 
protection for patented seeds. “Eighty percent of the seeds are being shared and sold in an informal system between 
neighbors, friends and family. The new law criminalizes the practice in Tanzania,” says Michael Farrelly of TOAM, an 
organic farming movement in Tanzania.

In order to get developmental assistance, Tanzania amended its legislation, which should give commercial investors 
faster and better access to agricultural land as well as a very strong protection of intellectual property rights.

‘If you buy seeds from Syngenta or Monsanto under the new legislation, they will retain the intellectual property rights. If 
you save seeds from your first harvest, you can use them only on your own piece of land for non-commercial purposes. 
You’re not allowed to share them with your neighbors or with your sister-in-law in a different village, and you cannot sell 
them for sure. But that’s the entire foundation of the seed system in Africa’, says Michael Farrelly.

Under the new law, Tanzanian farmers risk a prison sentence of at least 12 years or a fine of over €205,300, or both, if 
they sell seeds that are not certified. …

G: I have tried to work out the back story to this article.  I am assuming that Tanzania and US have done a deal which will 
allow companies like Monsanto, that produces genetically modified (GMO) seeds, to sell them in Tanzania.  In exchange 
for this Tanzania is receiving financial aid.  
Monsanto was merged with Bayer, a huge international company in 2016.  And Monsanto is often in the news.  Recently:

From US Right To Know - 13 May 2019
Monsanto Ordered to Pay $2 Billion to Cancer Victims

After less than two full days of deliberations, a California jury ordered Monsanto to pay just over $2 billion in punitive and 
compensatory damages to a married couple who both developed non-Hodgkin lymphoma they say was caused by their 
many years of using Roundup products.

Meanwhile from The Guardian, UK - 2 June 2019

How Monsanto manipulates journalists and academics  
Carey Gillam

Over the past year, evidence of Monsanto’s deceptive efforts to defend 
the safety of its top-selling Roundup herbicide have been laid bare for all 
to see. Through three civil trials, the public release of internal corporate 
communications has revealed conduct that all three juries have found so 
unethical as to warrant punishing punitive damage awards.

Much attention has been paid to Monsanto conversations in which 
company scientists casually discuss ghostwriting scientific papers and suppressing science that conflicts with corporate 
assertions of Roundup’s safety. There has also been public outrage over internal records illustrating cozy relationships 
with friendly regulators which border on – and possibly cross into – collusion.

But these once-confidential Monsanto documents demonstrate that the deception has gone much deeper. In addition to 
the manipulation of science and of regulators, the company’s most insidious deceit may be its strategic manipulation of 
the media, according to the records.

We recently learned that a young woman falsely posing as a freelance BBC reporter at one of the Roundup cancer trials 
was in fact a “reputation management” consultant for FTI Consulting, whose clients include Monsanto. The woman spent 
time with journalists who were covering the Hardeman v Monsanto trial in San Francisco, pretending to do reporting while 
also suggesting to the real reporters certain storylines or points that favored Monsanto. …

As we can see, the effects of Roundup were only found out after many years of its use.  What will be the effect of GMO 
seeds being sold to farmers in Tanzania?  We do not know now, and may not know until they have been used for many 
years.  As the first article points out, the human impact is obvious.  The farmers must buy from seeds from a registered 
company and not sell/share between themselves (as is their norm) unless they want to spend 12 years in jail.  As the 
whole world is now very concerned about biodiversity what effect will these imported seeds have on our environment? 

I will, though, leave the last word to Monsanto:

At Monsanto, when we say “GMO,” we’re talking about seeds.
Our scientists work to identify genes that have the potential to benefit a plant grown by farmers. When they identify a 
potentially beneficial gene, plant scientists make a copy of the desired gene, and insert it into another plant. Each new 
GMO undergoes years of testing to ensure that it brings value to farmers and is as safe as the non-GMO counterpart—on 
average, it takes 13 years and costs $130 million to bring a GMO to market.

https://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/



DRC
DRC Ebola cases pass 2,000, prompting call for ‘total reset’
UK Guardian

More than 2,000 people have been infected with Ebola in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the health ministry has 
said, and aid agencies expressed concern over the accelerating spread of the disease.

So far there have been 1914 confirmed and 94 probable cases of infection with the virus, making the outbreak, which was 
declared in August last year, the second largest in history. New cases are being reported at a rate of around 10 every day. 
Some 1,346 people have died

It took 224 days for the landmark figure of a thousand confirmed 
and probable cases to be reached. But it has taken only 71 days to 
reach 2,000 such cases.

“We are now seeing eight to 20 cases recorded each day, a 
number that is very likely an underestimate,” said Tariq Riebl, 
the emergency response director at the International Rescue 
Committee. “Just a few months ago, we were only seeing three 
to five cases a day. To see such a spike in cases at this stage in 
the outbreak means a drastic change is required. This response 
requires a total and complete reset.”

Violence by armed groups and community mistrust have severely 
undermined attempts to halt the epidemic, forcing health workers to 
suspend vaccination and treatment work.

In the latest bout of violence, at least 13 civilians were killed after 
rebels attacked an area near the city of Beni – where nearly 200 
people have died from Ebola – overnight on Monday. Beni’s mayor 
said two Congolese soldiers also were killed. Last week, soldiers 
killed 26 rebels from a local militia in a clash near the same city. 

The acute insecurity has prevented vaccination teams from getting 
to some areas, while many people fear going to Ebola treatment 
centres, choosing instead to stay at home and risk transmitting the disease to carers and neighbours. …

G: Although this outbreak is a long way from our region and is in a very rural area, all our authorities have to keep a wary 
eye on developments.  The good news is that there is now a vaccine against Ebola.  



Plastic Bag ban

Many countries in Africa have banned the use of ‘single-use’ plastic bags given out freely at the 
checkout.  In Zambia we noticed the ban a few months ago, but it seems to have been relaxed now 
to the sale of bags (K1) at checkout.  
Many organisations are hailing Africa as being a leader in banning the plastic bag at checkout.  
However, I am so dubious about these accolades for Africa.  Mainly because the banning of plastic 
bags by parliament is such an easy thing to do.  When do we ever see our MPs going shopping 
and needing a plastic bag to carry their groceries home?  It does not affect them at all.  

For me, though, the plastic waste problem is far more serious in the way we package items after 
manufacturing.  The other day I bought a pen.  The pen is plastic and it was wrapped in plastic.  I 
threw away the plastic wrapping as soon as I took out the pen.  What could I do with that plastic?

I always get cross when I buy toilet roll, wrapped in plastic.  Why?  They have a paper plant and 
then wrap in plastic!

It seems to me that governments should be targeting the manufacturers over their use of plastic.  
Either the manufacturers can find degradable plastic or they can reduce their overuse of plastic in 
packaging.  

OTHER STUFF

What can I do to prevent bird collisions?
Birdlife.org

Fortunately, preventing bird collisions is very simple. 
All you need to do is put stickers or transfers 
(“decals”) on the glass to show birds that there is 
something in the way. These stickers can come in 
many shapes, styles, colours or sizes, and you can 
even make your own – just get creative! 

G:  You may remember that I had a serious problem 
of birds knocking themselves out on my windows.  I 
am pleased to report that it has come to an end and 
I am sure it is because of the growth of the bushes 
around the house.  My windows no longer fall in 
their flight path.  



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K13.25

P10.95
Nam$14.95
Zim$9.63

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

12°C (54)  26°C (79)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE

It’s still jumper weather


