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Lookout: Starting tomorrow our 
#ThisIsNotAGame campaign against the 
illegal bushmeat trade  ....

Dear All

The birds are back in my garden.  This is a goshawk in the bird bath just outside my window.  I know this year is going to 
be tough for the birds, so I have added yet another bird bath in the garden.  I now have eight, all of which can be seen 
from a window in the house.   Please make sure you have water in the garden, too ..

Apology
Re Marriott.  I wrongly stated that Marriott owns Protea Hotels in Zambia.  Protea Hotels are still Protea Hotels, but Protea 
Hotels by Marriott.  The new development in Zimbabwe is not connected with Protea Hotels in Zambia.  

ZAMBIA



Forest Reserve near Lusaka

For a few years now, concerned Lusaka residents have been campaigning to save a nearby forest reserve.  The forest 
reserve is used by many for walking and enjoying nature.  It is also an important environmental concern as it protects the 
water catchment in the area.  The plan 
by government had been to degazette 
the forest for development.
Last week, the courts gave an injunction 
against any development for the time 
being.  I can only assume that the 
case will still be in the courts but, at 
least, it gives the government time to 
reconsider.  

As our towns and cities continue to 
grow, it is important that they do so in 
an environmentally friendly way.  All 
towns and cities need green space, 
not only to protect the environment but 
also for our mental health.  We don’t 
just want to look at concrete, dust and 
tarmac.

Mike Bingham has done a very comprehensive report on the area:
http://www.naturezambia.org/downloads/Lusaka_forest_PFA27_S.pdf



Zambian exchange expands biodiversity perspective
Flinders University, Australia

Aussie eyes were opened to the challenges of conservation in a poor country where sustaining incredible wildlife can 
rank low on the hierarchy of life’s priorities, while youths from Zambia eagerly encountered some of Australia’s friendlier 
reptiles, in a visit to Flinders University on 2 May.

The enthusiastic delegation of conservation-minded Zambians are members of a conservation club run by Chipembele 
Wildlife Education Trust, in the remote rural village of Mfuwe, next to South Luangwa National Park. In Australia on an 
eagerly awaited exchange program with Zoos SA, their university visit was part of a three-week tour to share information 
with like-minded local youth.

It’s part of a bigger project that aims to expand the global 
conservation effort. The first stage of the Tisamale Global 
Exchange saw seven Australian youths (members of the 
MATZ group – Mentors at the Zoo) visit Zambia in June last 
year to learn about the priorities and efforts of the small 
group that’s making a big impact on Zambian wildlife.

The final stage of the project involved 14 student members 
of Chipembele coming to South Australia to participate in 
programs at Monarto and Adelaide Zoos, Cleland Wildlife 
Park, Glenelg Beach, Innes National Park and Paiwalla 
Wetlands. It also included a cultural tour of the city, visits 
to local schools and to Flinders University – where they 
checked out the Biology Discovery Centre, Animal House, 
and $1.1 million dollar Palaeontology Hub.

The Zambian teenagers joined the Australian youths in a presentation to staff and students at Flinders University that 
shared their conservation efforts and the challenges faced in their respective countries.

They told of the controversial Zambia hippo cull, a government decision allowing trophy hunters to pay for the opportunity 
to kill up to 2,000 hippos over five years in the Luangwa River Valley. Previously suspended over global backlash, the 
project is set to go ahead with the first hunt imminent despite a lack of scientific evidence to support the cull and the 
status of hippos as a ‘vulnerable’ species. …

Flagship Species Restoration
Conservation Lower Zambezi

CLZ is thrilled to announce that the Lower Zambezi Flagship Species Restoration Programme, which has been 
developed over the last 3 years in partnership with Science for Wildlife and the Zambian DNPW, has now received formal 
endorsement from the Zambian Ministry of Tourism and Arts and DNPW. The programme is modular and will focus on 
locally depleted and extinct species. Each module will be underpinned by an ecology, security and community pillar. We 
look forward to the next steps of developing a long term funding strategy and working towards these restoration goals.

G:  Remember, ages ago, one eland was spotted in the park.  I wonder if it is still around.  Wouldn’t it be stunning to get 
rhino there, too.  

As a reminder about 
Lower Zambezi, it was 
only made a National 
Park in 1983.  Prior 
to that it was largely 
uninhabited and must 
have been a poacher’s 
paradise.  It was also 
the President’s private 
hunting ground.  That 
the park has come so 
far in such a short time 
is pretty amazing.



Operation Helicopter
Conservation Lower Zambezi

This month, CLZ and DNPW tested the viability of a 
helicopter as another tool to assist our law enforcement 
efforts. We were happy to report that the one-week mission 
funded by the US INL was extremely successful.

The London Marathon

The London Marathon is held every year and 
has become a great way to raise funds and to 
highlight conservation issues.  
This year two groups – one from North 
Luangwa, Zambia, and one from Gonarezhou, 
Zimbabwe, went to join the race.  

Here is a bit from Save the Rhino:

The London experience – ranger’s trip to 
the UK!

... Recently, I was able to spend time with 
10 people from two of our programmes in 
Zambia (North Luangwa National Park) and 
Zimbabwe (Gonarezhou National Park) when 
they travelled to London to take part in one 
of the city’s most incredible days: the London 
Marathon. Four of the team were from North 
Luangwa: Patrick, Amon, Claire and Benny 
and six from Gonarezhou: Hugo, Elsabe, 
Louise, Promise, Victor and Michael.

The Friday before their big day, I was lucky enough to enjoy a day with all of team ZimZam, soaking up (not literally, thank 
goodness) all that London has to offer. I could go on about the routes and places we saw, but it’s the people that I want to 
talk about.

Five of the group, Patrick, Amon, Victor, Promise and Michael, had never been out of their own countries before. Each 
of them work within one of the two programmes; some patrolling and protecting rhinos from poachers, others keeping 
vehicles running and buildings standing. From small rural villages on the outskirts of a national park, to London, is quite a 
big feat. …

Spending time with everyone was a true delight. These guys work so hard day in, day out, to protect the rhinos and other 
precious wildlife that all of us love. Coming to the UK might have been a once in a lifetime trip, and they definitely deserve 
it. Their holiday to London was, I hope, an experience never to forget, I certainly won’t.

ZIM-ZAM



ZIMBABWE
The Tashinga Initiative

Lake Kariba Shoreline Litter Project funded by Padenga Holdings, Kariba, has a total collection in 3 days of 578 KG of 
LITTER. Can you just imagine our wildlife walking amongst all of that and ingesting some of that debris - and we have 
only just started! Thank you to Catmore Gidion and team for fortitude and daily increase in output! And into the night, for 
team members Peter, Clainos, Persuade presenting all the daily statistics and photos.



Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust

Another successful wildlife rescue, with help from Zim-
parks. This BUFFALO a wire SNARE on its neck and 
our Wildlife and Research Manager Roger managed to 
remove the snare and treat the wound. Thanks to Stan 
from Imbabala Lodge.

Seven rhino poaching Chinese nationals finally freed
New Zimbabwe

A Bulawayo High Court judge on Thursday granted bail to seven Chinese nationals who are facing charges of money 
laundering and illegally possessing more than 20kg of rhino horn pieces with a combined value of close to $1 million.

Justice Maxwell Takuva granted the Chinese RTGS$5000 each.
Justice Takuva also ordered the group to report three times a day at Victoria Falls police station and also to surrender 
their travel documents to the clerk of court.
In addition, the High Court judge ordered the Chinese not to travel beyond a radius of ten kilometres outside Victoria Falls 
without notifying the authorities. …

Upgrade of Karoi-Binga Road To Tarmac Progresses. Funded By 2% Tax
Pindula

The upgrade of the Karoi-BInga road to tarmac surface is progressing in earnest. The road is funded by the 2% 
Intermediated Money Transfer Tax that was introduced last year in October 2018. …

G: Here is a bit of an old map showing 
Binga and Karoi.  This road is going 
to be a dream for all self-drive visitors 
to Zimbabwe.  It gives easy access to 
Chizarira, Matusadona and Mana Pools 
National Parks.  
Zimbabwe still has the advantage of 
having its own Roads Department which 
is capable of constructing roads.  They do 
not need to give expensive contracts to 
foreign/private companies.  



BOTSWANA
KAZA members back Botswana’s elephant management plans
Southern Times

Partner countries in the Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area have thrown their weight behind Botswana’s 
management on elephants, which includes lifting the hunting ban and castration of the largest mammal on earth.

Angola, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe, which also have the largest number of elephants in the region, have confirmed 
their support for Botswana’s management plans.

A ministerial committee recently submitted a report on elephant management strategy to President Mokgweetsi Masisi 
that includes several recommendations regarding overpopulation, including the lifting of the 2014 hunting ban and culling 
of elephants

The recommendations elicited mixed reactions from prominent conservationists referring to them as “blood laws,” while 
other experts and researchers have defended them noting that the overpopulation was impacting negatively on other 
species and contributing to an increase in human/wildlife conflict.

In a joint statement, the ministers responsible for tourism from Angola, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe who met recently 
to review progress on the establishment and development of the Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area 
(KAZA TFCA) have expressed concern about opposition to elephant depopulation plan. ...

Cheetah Conservation Botswana

Did you know that our LGD placement program is unique because we train and sterilise locally-bred puppies before they 
are placed with farmers? Our teams are closely monitoring these dogs’ long term to see if this technique can be used to 
help alleviate conflict between farmers and cheetahs! 



Drought declared national emergency
The Namibian

President Hage Geingob has declared a state of emergency in all regions of Namibia as a result of the drought that the 
country is facing.

The declaration of a state of emergency was announced from State House in Windhoek today.

“Offices, ministries and agencies and all other stakeholders will be mobilised to ensure that the necessary assistance is 
rolled out to affected communities,” Geingob stated in the announcement.

Authorities intercept timber cargo at Walvis
The Namibian

Six trucks, each carrying about 35 tonnes of timber, were stopped by Namibian customs officials and forestry inspectors 
this week.

The trucks were reportedly from an Angolan village, and were en route to a Chinese business at Walvis Bay. The 
authorities, however, suspect that the logs 
were in fact transported from northern 
Namibia, where they were harvested 
illegally. …

The truck drivers, all of them Namibians, 
have been forced to stay in their vehicles 
since Tuesday. They told this newspaper 
yesterday that they loaded the timber at 
Katava village in Angola near the Katwitwi 
border post in the Kavango region, from 
where they drove together to Walvis Bay.

Their client, said to be a Chinese 
businessman based at Rundu, organised 
for them to load the timber in Angola, and 
to bring it to the coast to be exported. …

And, then, a few days later:

Izak Smit
HATS OFF TO MINISTRY OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM for 
drawing a line in the sand!
Shame on Ministry of Agriculture, Water 
and Forestry for their ineptitude to act on 
this! …

G:  I really enjoy the stories coming 
out of Namibia.  They have excellent 
investigative journalists and not a lot gets 
past them.  I wish we could learn from 
them.  

NAMIBIA



Sikunga Fish Guards

The fish guards did very well the last three weeks. 21km of 
nets were confiscated. A lot of small fish died in the nets but 
they managed to release some of the small species also. The 
illegal fishermen change there fishing methods all the time 
but the fish guards manage to stay one step ahead of them.
Thank you guys for a job well done!!

HOW DO WILDLIFE CREDITS WORK?
Travel News Namibia

One of the biggest challenges facing the conservation of Namibia’s endangered wildlife species is the balance between 
people and animals. It is the balance of protecting these vulnerable wildlife populations while simultaneously protecting 
the rights and the lives of the rural people with which they share the land. Competition for access to water and grazing 
land, destruction of crops, and poaching set the stage for human-wildlife conflict. And yet in community conservation 
programs, these same rural communities are committed to the protection of Namibia’s animal species, in spite of the 
challenges.

Community conservation programs obtained support largely in the form of tourism that is attracted to the wildlife of the 
areas. However, Wildlife Credits creates even more incentive for rural farmers to take part in conservation efforts. By 
providing performance payments to communities based on the abundance of wildlife in their area, the program creates a 
direct correlation between economic empowerment and conservation success.

Community Conservation: Economic Viability and Survival

Support for communities involved in conservation in Namibia was provided for through joint partnerships with the private 
sector in the form of lodges and tourism operations. In addition, conservation hunting provides a direct economic incentive 
to keep wildlife on the land and to conserve species with the resulting recovery of wildlife in many communal areas. The 
takeaway is that wildlife needs to have a value, a strong value, in the eyes of the community tasked with protecting them.

Wildlife Credits is a bold new approach to unlocking the value of wildlife while simultaneously providing additional income 
for communities on conservancies.

Connecting Conservation Success to Economic Success

Wildlife Credits is a joint venture between conservancies, tour operators, conservation groups and the international 
community. Funds raised are paid out to communities involved in the project based on their “conservation performance”. 
Communities are rewarded based on the monitored sightings of iconic wildlife species at tourist lodges. Consequently, the 
more a species is sighted in a particular conservancy, the more payments are made towards the community involved in 
protecting them.

G: This is a fantastic idea.  Let’s hope it works in practice.

Mwandi

Sikunga





EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K12.80

P10.70
Nam$14.15
Zim$4.90

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

14°C (57)  32°C (90)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A THOUGHT

It’s getting colder


