
GOVT GEARED FOR FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Vice President, Inonge Wina, says government is geared to deliver relief food to all the thirteen districts of the Southern 
province.

Speaking on arrival at the Harry Mwaanga Nkumbula International Airport in Livingstone, Mrs. Wina said government 
is aware that the drought experienced in the province and some other parts of the country has adversely affected 
agriculture. …

Earlier, Southern Province Permanent Secretary Mwangala Liomba, said the distribution of relief food has already started 
in six of the thirteen districts of the province.  Mr. Liomba also assured that no one in the province will die of hunger. …

Dear All

My header is a photograph taken by McBrides Camp, Kafue National Park.  

It seems that another cyclone is on its way to 
Mozambique.  This one, named Kenneth, is 
scheduled to hit land in the next few days.





Rangewide Conservation Program for Cheetah and Wild Dog

We are very happy to announce that the National Conservation Action Plan for Cheetah and African Wild Dog in Zambia 
has been launched by the Minister of Tourism and Arts during an official ceremony held in Lusaka yesterday morning, 
together with the Rhino Conservation and Management Plan! …  We are looking forward to continue supporting the 
Zambian Government in the implementation of the strategy!

G: The first workshop on cheetah and wild dog was held in 2009, as far 
as I can see.  That one was well attended and the ranges of both cheetah 
and wild dog were identified.  The ranges of cheetah were Liuwa Plain, 
Kafue and Sioma Ngwezi.  Wild dog seemed to be all over Zambia but in 
small numbers.

The problem with both wild dog and cheetah is that they need large 
areas and will often stray into ‘human’ territory.  So, maybe instead of 
considering wild dog and cheetah, we should think about ‘human’ territory.  
As our human population in Zambia grows, so does the area into which 
we encroach the territory of our wildlife.  Many of our GMAs are becoming 
more and more populated as chiefs allocate land within them.  

I think we should take a leaf out of Peace Parks books and identify wildlife 
corridors and make sure that us-humans keep well away from them.  And, 
maybe also we should take a leaf out of David Attenborough’s books and 
think about human population control.  We all love children but, in today’s 
world, their futures are very insecure.   

The problem with population control is that it is a political hot potato.  No 
politician worldwide wants to mention it and certainly won’t put it into their 
party manifesto.  It has only been in the past few years where people like 
David Attenborough, are bringing it to the forefront.  According to him, 
human population is out of control and we are destroying all the other 
species which live on this planet.  And, more to the point, without those 
other species, our own lives are in peril.  I think that instead of having all 
these laws about Human Rights, we should have a few on Wildlife Rights, on River Rights, on Forest Rights …

I could ramble, but my point is that, whenever we have workshops on our wildlife, they should have as a matter of 
concern, our human population as well.  

David Attenborough in 2013:
“We are a plague on the Earth. It’s coming home to roost over the next 50 years or so. It’s not just climate change; it’s 
sheer space, places to grow food for this enormous horde. Either we limit our population growth or the natural world will 
do it for us, and the natural world is doing it for us right now” .

ZAMBIA

Zambia Primate Project

On 29th March this young one-year-old male vervet called Africa was confiscated 
from its illegal ‘owner’ in Masiti District. He had been in captivity for 8 months 
since being snatched from his mother in the wild and traded as an exotic pet. He 
was found confined in this tiny cage which we destroyed. He is very thin and was 
extremely dehydrated and subdued when we found him. He will now be housed 
with other rescued, young vervets prior to his release back to the wild later this 
year when ready.



Solar Supports Conservation Lower Zambezi Patrols
Voltaic Systems

Conservation Lower Zambezi is a wildlife protection organization located in southeastern Zambia, right on the edge of 
Lower Zambezi National Park. They run a variety of programs with the local wildlife authority (DNPW) to prevent poaching 
of the native elephants, big cats and more. A large component of this effort is supporting patrol teams that continuously 
scout the park on ten-day missions. In 2018, they supported over 11,000 man-days (that’s 30 people on patrol a day!).

The patrol teams rely on electronics for communication and for tracking and logging their efforts. Their routes are stored 
in a database along with records of various events including identifying signs of poachers or interactions with poachers. 
To keep the teams powered up, Voltaic Systems recently provided the patrol teams with our Arc 20W Kits. The systems 
are used to charge GPS units, Motorola walkie-talkies and smartphones.



ZIMBABWE
ZESA to cut power generation 5pc
Zimbabwe Broadcasting

Zesa Holdings will need to reduce average power output at anchor power station, Kariba South by 5.3 percent to 445 
megawatt after the Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) cut the water allocation for electricity generation by 5.3 percent from 38 
billion cubic metres to 36 billion cubic metres.

Kariba South can generate up to 1 080MW but there is never enough water for Zesa to run the station at this level for 
more than a few hours a day to cope with peak demand and then run it at lower levels for the rest of the day. Kariba 
South Extension gave Zesa the capacity to cope with peak demand but then the utility had to cut right back late at night to 
keep within its water ration, even in good rainfall years.

ZRA had warned that if water allocation at Kariba was not reduced and power generation continued at levels above 1 000 
megawatts, all power generators at Kariba would be forced to shut down by November 2019.

Marriot International to finalise US$500 
million deal for Zimbabwe hotel
Bulawayo 24

Global hospitality group, Marriot International 
will next month finalise its US$500 million deal 
with a local company that will see the company 
constructing a boutique hotel and a riverside 
camp in Victoria Falls.

A boutique hotel is an intimate, design-
led property which distinguishes itself from 
larger chain or branded hotels by providing 
guests with ultra-personalised service and 
accommodation.  This type of lodging facility 
gains its uniqueness through aesthetics, 
atmosphere, and a level of personalised service 
not common in larger establishments.

Marriot International has partnered a local 
businessman Mr Aaron Chinhara who is in the 
petroleum and construction industries,  said the 
giant hospitality group’s representatives who 
visited the country last month for a business 
investment meeting.

“We have got half-a-billion dollars worth of 
investment coming to Victoria Falls. Marriot 
International group representatives were in 
the country in March and we are set to finalise 
on the deal next month. Once concluded 
construction will start in 2020 finishing in 2022. 
We want to build a boutique hotel. It is a first 
concept in Zimbabwe that we are putting up. 
We are putting a world class hotel for those with 
more disposable income,” he said.

G: Marriot now owns Protea in Zambia.



Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust
 
Another successful wildlife rescue, thanks to Victoria Falls Anti Poach-
ing Unit, Zambezi Horse Trails and Zimparks. This BUFFALO was spotted 
close to the Vic Falls Safari Lodge with a wire SNARE on its left hind leg. 
Our Wildlife and Research Manager Roger and Adrian did a great job and 
removed the snare.

Bhejane Trust

Rangers from Main Camp, Hwange National Park, intercepted a group of four poachers entering the Park, near the town 
of Dete. They shot one dead, while the remaining three fled. Follow up investigations continue.

In the Hwange Magistrates Court, Never Ndlovu from Mambanje, near Dete, who had been arrested by Parks 
Investigations Unit, was sentenced to 27 years and 8 months with labour for possession of pangolin scales, a python 
skin, pieces of ivory lion skin and skull and a baboon skull - a strong message sent out by the judiciary!! Well done to all 
involved in the arrest and conviction.



BOTS-NAM
Travel between Namibia and Botswana will be freed up
Informante

Namibia is in the process to ease up the movement of people 
travelling between Namibia and Botswana in the areas of 
Impalila and Kasikili viliage.
Deputy Minister of Home Affairs and Immigration, Maureen 
Hinda said the government of Botswana have been approached 
to explore possible ideas to sign a bilateral agreement between 
the two countries to enable people to move from country to 
country with only their identification documents.
President Hage Geingob proposed the agreement during the 
visit with President Mokgoweetsi Masasi in February.
Minister Hinda said they want to replace the use of passports 
because the travel documents fill up very fast and the people 
staying in that earmarked areas often cross at the border post 
on a daily basis.

G: This dilemma was caused by a quirk of history when, at the end of the 1800s, European powers divided up Africa.  
At the time, Europe was run by a group of rich and powerful men.  Between them they leisurely looked over very badly-
researched maps and picked the bits they wanted.  Germany wanted to get access from its German West Africa territory 
(Namibia) to the Zambezi River.  The Caprivi Strip which had been considered as British territory was swapped with 
Zanzibar Island (then German territory).  
Since the Independence of African countries, national borders are jealously guarded, requiring passports and lots of 
official stamps.  The people of Namibia and Botswana around Kasane are all family members, yet they need passports to 
go and see a relative.  
So, let’s hope that some solution is found for the families who live there.  

And, as an afterthought, how about tourists?  Kasane is at the centre of KAZA.  In other Transfrontier Conservation Areas, 
tourists can travel throughout the Conservation Area without passing through national border controls.  Now, wouldn’t that 
be nice???



Zimbabwe, Zambia in joint push for SADC Uni-visa
New Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe and Zambia are seeking to convince other Sadc countries to adopt the Uni-visa concept to facilitate trade and 
free movement of people across borders.  The two neighbouring countries launched the Uni-visa in November 2014 with 
the intention of spreading it to the other three Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA TFCA) countries 
Angola, Botswana and Namibia and later across Sadc.

However, until now, the facility has remained between 
the two countries while the other KAZA TFCA member 
states have not adopted it.  Zambia and Zimbabwe are 
convinced that the pilot facility has been successful and 
are lobbying the other partner countries to join in the roll 
out phase.

G:  Botswana and Namibia are sensible countries.  They 
know that tourists don’t like visas.  Therefore, they do not 
charge for a visa for most tourist countries.  Were they 
to join in the KAZA visa system, they would then have to 
charge and go through all the chaos at border crossings 
which we see in Zambia and Zimbabwe, where tourists 
queue up to pay the fee and wait for a visa to be plastered 
in the passport.  And, Namibia and Botswana are so up-
beat about their tourism industry that they don’t need the 
extra from a visa and they don’t want to do anything to 
destroy their images.  

I looked through the internet for some stories about 
tourism.  Here is a bit of one from DeVere about 
Botswana:

In an annual report of the economic impact and social 
importance of the tourism sector, the World Travel and 
Tourism Council (WTTC) revealed that Botswana’s 
tourism sector expanded by 3.4% in 2018.

This growth was more than the Sub-Saharan African 
average of 3.3%, while also having contributed a 
whopping US$2.52 billion to Botswana’s economy.

In 2018, Botswana’s tourism sector supported 84,000 
jobs, or 8.9% of the country’s total employment. Those visiting for leisure purposes (96%) mainly drove the high figure, 
while business travellers made up the remaining 4%.

Here is one about Namibia’s tourism in New Era:

The Namibian hospitality industry is projected to inject N$26.4 
billion in Namibian coffers by the year 2020 through tourism and 
other related value-added activities and services within the industry. 
That amount would be equal to 11.7 percent of Namibia’s overall 
gross domestic product (GDP). Further, the hospitality industry is 
projected to create 123,000 job opportunities. A bullish Minister of 
Environment and Tourism, Pohamba Shifeta, yesterday presented 
the figures on the outlook of the tourism industry during the launch 
of the fifth edition of the Tourism Satellite Account (TSA). Shifeta 
says the forecasts in the outlook are consistent with the projected 
increases in foreign tourist arrivals. The number of tourists to 
Namibia is expected to jump from 1.39 million tourists in 2015 to 
more than 1.7 million tourists in 2020.

I searched and searched for a story about Zambia’s tourism.  There 
was very little and none of them very encouraging.    

In my opinion, instead of following our tried and tested policy of 
requiring visa payment, a policy which has failed, we should follow 
the examples of Botswana and Namibia who are showing us the 
way for a positive future in tourism.  

OTHER STUFF



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K12.35

P10.59
Nam$14.35
Zim$4.75

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

19°C (66)  33°C (91)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE


