
Dear All 

My header is Lake Kariba at Siansowa.  The lake is low.  Below is a photograph of the same spot in 2017.  It is taken at 
the old Kariba Bush Club.

The water coming down the Zambezi River will not help the lake levels much.  We are in a drought year – the worst for 
nearly 50 years.  

It seems that the lake water has been heavily used during the past year to generate electricity.  But, I suppose, we 
never reckoned on such bad rainfall this season.  Surely, though, the Zambezi River Authority should be regulating the 
water usage on a ‘worst case scenario’.  We over-used the water in 2016, with dire consequences which most of us can 
remember.  It resulted in daily 8-hour power cuts which went on for 
months.  Did we learn a lesson from that?  It would seem not.
So ahead, I guess, power cuts again.  

The drought also has given us a far worse problem.  As I drove to 
the lake, I past field after field of dead crops.  Not one farm had been 
spared.  This will be the same scenario all over southern Zambia.  I 
just hope that the government has a Disaster Plan in place because 
all these villagers will need food until they can plant again.   And, 
then, of course, the villagers will have nothing to sell to bring in an 
income for paying school fees, hospital fees, etc.  I can foresee a bad 
year ahead.  More trees cut down to make charcoal to sell.  More 
poaching in our parks to find food.  





Kazungula Bridge

We were all concerned when news came that Daewoo, the construction company working on the Kazungula bridge, 
had downed tools because of non-payment by Zambia.  However, it would seem that Botswana, the co-sponsors of the 
bridge, have swung into action.  

From the Southern Times:
Zimbabwe, Namibia roped into Kazungula Bridge Project
Southern Times

In an effort to save the multi-billion-dollar Kazungula bridge project, Botswana and Zambia have agreed to bring in 
Namibia and Zimbabwe as equity partners. …

But the US$294-million project, touted as one of the major SADC economic integration success stories, has been 
experiencing delays partly due to lack of finance.  However, President of Zambia, Edgar Lungu, and his Botswana 
counterpart, Mokgweetsi Masisi, have reiterated their commitment to the completion of the bridge, hence they want 
to bring in more partner countries.  President Lungu hosted Masisi in Lusaka on Tuesday to discuss the plight of the 
Kazungula project.

Masisi held talks with Lungu during which they discussed progress towards the completion of the bridge, which links the 
two neighbouring countries and the rest of the Southern African Development Community (SADC).  They have since 
reaffirmed their desire to incorporate other neighbours, including Namibia, in the project as the bridge has potential to 
benefit that country and create employment in the region. …

The Kazungula border has a reputation throughout Southern Africa as being a tourist’s worst nightmare on the Zambian 
side.  The last story I read about a self-drive family crossing the border stated that the Zambian side took 3½ hours.  This 
is shocking for our tourist industry in Livingstone as most of our self-drive visitors use the Kazungula border.  

There are two alternatives to Kazungula.  The first is at Katima Mulilo which is a ‘nice’ border but is followed by a disaster 
of a road between Katima and Kazungula which wrecks vehicles and takes about 3 hours to drive.  The other alternative 
is to come via Zimbabwe which incurs extra cost and more borders.  

If/when the Kazungula bridge is complete it will become the main border for trucks, thereby alleviating the congestion at 
Vic Falls border.  For everyone in the tourist industry, the completion of the Kazungula bridge cannot come fast enough.  
Surely Zambia can find the necessary funds ... 

ZAMBIA

Infrastructure Projects

As I was on my journey between Livingstone and 
Lake Kariba I noticed the new Choma Toll Gate 
under construction.  …
I had a squizz around the internet about these Toll 
Gates.  
According to the media, these toll gates are costing 
US$4.3 million each.  There are 26 toll gates 
planned, with some already operating.  This gives us 
a total cost of US$111.8 million.  

I noticed, as I passed through Choma that the new government offices 
are yet to be finished.  The present government offices are still spread 
throughout the town in make-shift accommodation.  Choma became the 
Provincial Centre in 2011, 8 years ago.

Then I remembered other infrastructure projects.  In Livingstone both the 
bus station and the market are yet to be completed.  They were started 6 
years ago.  

The problem is that infrastructure is oh so expensive but, I just feel that 
once we have started something, surely we can finish it.



ZIMBABWE

WORLD BANK RELEASES $14.6 MILLION TO THE BAROTSE ROYAL ESTABLISHMENT (BRE)
By capital hill

The World Bank has released money to the BRE for the implementation of the Pilot Project For Climate Resilience 
(PPCR) activities in the Barotse Sub-Basin in Barotseland.
The funds are strengthening the adaptive capacity of farmers and other vulnerable rural communities from the adverse 
effects of climate change.
Meanwhile, strengthening climate change resilience in the Barotse Sub-basin Project Manager, George Sikuleka advised 
the community in Mongu to diversity their farming and avoid depending only on maize that is less resistant to drought that 
they should take cassava farming very seriously as cassava is resistant to drought.
Barotse Royal Establishment (BRE) senior induna Mukukwashiko Mr Mowa Zambwe thanked the World Bank for 
allocating the $14.6 million for implementation of the pilot project for climate resilience to Barotseland.
The project will see the construction of several dams and other measures to combat climate change in Barotseland.

Water challenges escalate human-wildlife conflict in Mat North
Zim TV

The unavailability of adequate water for game is 
escalating human-wildlife conflict as wildlife is now 
moving into farming and communal lands in search of the 
survival liquid.  Matebeleland North water bodies that had 
endured the heat are fast evaporating and drying up.

Left with no watering hole, wildlife, particularly elephants 
are been forced to resort to seeking other sources 
of water, something that has taken them into human 
territory, thereby increasing possibilities of human-wildlife 
conflict.

“We have seen an increase in the number of elephants 
moving from Hwange National Park to the Gwayi and 
Matetsi rivers in search of water. We believe these 
elephants have reverted to their old travelling routes 
mainly because of the high demand for water in these 
high temperatures.
“This being the case, we anticipate increased human-
wildlife conflict in the farming areas and in the 
neighbouring communal areas,” said Gwayi Farmers 
Association Chairman, Mr Mark Russel.

According to the 2014 elephant census, the Hwange 
sub region had a population of 54 500 against a carrying 
capacity of 15 000 which translates to an unfeasible 3 
elephants per square kilometre ratio.

Culling and movement of elephants to less populated 
areas has been described as the best possible solutions 
while the need to educate communities in these affected 
areas has also been heightened.

“This is where the concerned authorities namely Campfire 
and Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority 
need to urge communities that live in these areas to 
minimise direct contact with the elephants. At the same time, reduction in elephant population in given areas needs to be 
done,” added Mr Russel.

The situation requires an urgent redress to avoid any fatalities.



Zimbabwe Currency

It seems that the Zim dollar is back in use, although now they are calling it RTGS dollar.  We all know that Zimbabwe is 
in serious trouble with its money.  Most of the US dollars disappeared from the banks over two years ago and people 
were forced to get debit cards to pay for most things.  The government re-introduced the bond notes but even those are 
in short supply.  
This year the government re-styled everyone’s bank accounts, calling all dollars RTGS.  Of course, it started off as 
US$1 = RTGS$1.  But the whole system is busy collapsing.   As I write this, the rate is US$1 = RTGS4.50.  I have added 
RTGS (in my case Zim$) into the currency table at the end of the newsletter.  Anyone who visits Zim should make sure 
that they know the current exchange rate.  Most shops are honest about their rates, but there are always unscrupulous 
operators around.  



Lüderitz Marine Research

NEWS FROM THE HALIFAX ISLAND PENGUIN CRISIS:
Another survey was done on the island today, confirming that at last the penguin death rate from the bird flu virus is 
slowing down there. Locally that is great news. However, we also know that the virus has spread to at least two more 
islands (Ichaboe and Mercury islands), also affecting penguins there - with potential dramatic effects on the total 
Namibian penguin population. The more remote penguin breeding islands (like Plumpudding and Sinclair islands) haven’t 
been surveyed and we have no idea whether the virus has caused more damage there. 
As far as Halifax Island is concerned we estimate that well over 500 adults have died to date... the heaviest mortality 
event recorded so far! Of course with so many adults having died in the last 3 months, many breeding attempts have 
failed (from the disappearance of one or both her parents). The total death toll is therefore probably much higher and is 
bound to affect the population for years to come. In any case we are not out of the woods just yet as what is happening 
on the other islands is pretty much unknown at this stage. 
There are still many questions remaining unanswered for now... the main one being what variant of the H5N8 virus is 
affecting our penguins since December? is it related to the virus affecting the Western Cape seabirds last year? and why 
only penguins seem to have been affected so far? Has it got the potential to spread to other species? etc.

NAMIBIA

In Angola, Conservationists Make the Case for a Massive New National Park
https://www.atlasobscura.com/

There are not many truly unknown places left on Earth, places where nobody knows who and what lives there, where 
the waterways go, or how the ecosystems operate. Eastern Angola is one of those places, and that helps explain why 
this place, which has little to no potential for agriculture, oil, development, or resource extraction, now finds itself with a 
number of suitors aspiring to protect it.

This huge chunk of land, slightly larger than the state of Tennessee—flat, sandy, littered with unmapped and uncrossable 
waterways that sometimes change locations, like staircases in Hogwarts—could be well on its way to becoming a national 
park. The land is sparsely populated and fairly inhospitable; the Portuguese called it “the land of hunger” and “the land at 
the end of the world.” But the provisional name for the developing park is Lisima Lwa Mwondo, “the source of life” in the 
Bantu dialect spoken there.

Over the next few years, as development and outside interests—humanitarian, capitalistic, political—continue to move 
into Angola, there is a rush for the do-gooders to preserve the environment. If they wait or fail, they believe, these areas, 
preserved to some extent by conflict and neglect, may never be the same.

“Our history, in terms of war, is just one after another,” says Adjany Costa, an ichthyologist and conservationist who has 
spent most of her life in Luanda, the capital of Angola. From the years before the country’s independence from Portugal 
in 1975 all the way until 2002, Angola suffered through successive and sometimes overlapping civil wars that can seem 
to blur into one long, brutal conflict. This history makes it, incredibly enough, one of the most talked-about hotspots for 
conservation over the past half-decade.

ANGOLA



RWANDA
African Parks

Puppies on Patrol: You may remember Nyumba, a local female dog that joined the canine anti-poaching unit in Akagera 
National Park? She gave birth to eleven puppies last year, and we are excited to report back that these puppies, which 
are now eight months old, have been in training as the park’s next generation of tracking dogs. Beginning with the 
basics in obstacle work and discipline training, the puppies 
have now progressed to tracking training. Their committed 
handlers have been mentored by an expert trainer from 
South Africa, and are well-equipped to continue the training 
process. The hope is that these dogs will be able to work 
as a group off-lead and wearing GPS collars, making them 
more efficient trackers. Already, over the past few months 
of their training, we have seen an extraordinary bond form 
between the puppies and their handlers, which is paramount 
to the success of the program. Before 2010, when African 
Parks assumed management of Akagera in partnership 
with the Rwanda Development Board, lions and rhinos 
had been hunted out and about 30,000 cattle were grazing 
inside the park. Poaching was rampant, and tourism was 
barely trickling along. Fast forward to today, and Akagera 
has become Rwanda’s only Big Five destination, and it is 
now home to a thriving lion and rhino population, elephants, 
leopards, and other iconic African species. In less than a 
decade the park has become 75% self-financing from tourism, and last year we saw over 44,000 visitors, half of whom 
were Rwandan nationals, bringing in an astounding $2M in revenue that feeds the park and surrounding communities! 
Akagera has become a national treasure, and the park’s trajectory has shifted from one of oblivion to one filled with 
prosperity and hope. Photo Scott Ramsay Love Wild Africa

Zambeze Delta Conservation and Anti-Poaching

Lots of pelicans on the delta lagoons this time of year.

MOZAMBIQUE



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K12.10

P10.59
Nam$13.95
Zim$4.50

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

19°C (66)  30°C (86)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

TWO SMILES

We had some drops of rain ...  Too late for crops but it 
has cooled it down a bit.


