
Dear All

This depression along the Kazungula Road and within the Game Park is normally full of water. at this time of year  ...
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Early research offers a solution to elephant-human conflict
COMACO

Research by COMACO suggests that Gliricidia may hold 
the key to protecting granaries from not just insect pests 
but even elephants. This extraordinary finding is being 
researched to confirm initial results which suggest Gliricidia 
leaves can mask the smell of maize. The lady shown here 
is part of this research and has planted Gliricidia trees 
around her granary and will be ready for testing in a year.

Gliricidia sepium
http://tropical.theferns.info 

A very valuable multipurpose tree and important component 
of various agroforestry systems, the tree is often cultivated 
in many tropical countries of Central and South America, S 
and SE Asia, the Pacific islands and Africa. It serves as a 
pioneer species to establish the site, as a shade and support tree; as a green manure and forage crop in plantations; it is 
used for the establishment of living fences etc. The plant is often grown as an ornamental, where it is particularly valued 
for its generosity in flower - its arching branches being weighed down by the densely packed racemes of nectar-rich 
flowers.

Known Hazards
The leaves, seeds or powdered bark are toxic to humans. When mixed with cooked rice or maize and then fermented, 
they are used to poison rats, mice and other rodents.
Leaves are reputedly toxic to dogs and horses, but cows and goats are said to ingest them with impunity.
The mechanism of toxicity is not understood.

Nkomeshya sues ZAF, Kinsgland City for destroying forest reserve
News Diggers

Chalimbana River Headwaters Conservation Trust and nine traditional leaders of the Soli people have sued Zambia 
Airforce Projects, Kingsland City Investment and three other construction companies in the Lusaka High Court, for 
carrying out construction works on Forest Reserve No.27 along Twinpalm Road.

The plaintiffs are seeking an injunction restraining the defendants from continuing with the construction of the Kingsland 
City Project in the area, ...

ZAMBIA



TERRIBLE NEWS COMING FROM CHIMFUNSHI
Wildlife At Risk International

A crisis has hit Chimfunshi. There is an outbreak of respiratory infection throughout our largest enclosure of chimpanzees 
at Chimfunshi Wildlife Orphanage. Nearly 50 chimpanzees are sick: coughing, wheezing, sneezing, and getting 
dangerously close to becoming fatally ill.

The chimps’ survival is in the hands of Dr. Thalita Calvi, a Brazilian veterinarian who has dedicated her life to this work. 
She and the staff are monitoring and caring for the group of chimps around the clock and they need our help. In fact, 
when care cannot be interrupted, Dr. Calvi must take the babies to her home-clinic to provide round the clock, overnight 
hydration, supplemental oxygen, warmth and monitoring to help them bounce back.

KAZUNGULA BRIDGE CONTRACTOR CONFIRMS NOT BEING PAID, SAYS NO WAGES MONEY EVEN FOR 
MARCH 
Zambian Watchdog

Daewoo, the company constructing the Kazungula Bridge has confirmed that it has not been paid.

Earlier in the Morning, the Watchdog revealed that the construction of the bridge between Zambia and Botswana hangs 
in balance because Zambia is failing to pay up. Botswana and donors are up to date with their financial obligations to the 
construction of the bridge - only Zambian is doing bwetu bwetu. 

Now the construction company says if it does not receive the money by 20 March 2019, workers will not be paid again.  
…

And then …

CONTRACTOR TO STOP CONSTRUCTION OF KAZUNGULA BRIDGE TODAY
Mwebantu

Korean multinational Daewoo Engineering and Construction which is constructing Kazungula Bridge will today close down 
the site due to a financial issue.



Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust

This gorgeous sub-adult Yellow Billed Kite has been in 
our care for over a month after being found injured in 
town (suspected cat attack), and we’re excited to say that 
this weekend it will be released back into the wild!

For the last month we’ve been very lucky to have had 
the expert help of Taylor Cameron, our resident falconry 
expert, who has been volunteering his time to help ‘hack’ 
the kite back into the wild. Taylor has also been helping 
us train our handler, Elvis, in Falconry and bird of prey 
husbandry techniques, increasing our capacity for future 
rescue cases. We’re so grateful for your help, thank you!

ZIMBABWE

Cyclone Idai
David Coltart

A civilian helicopter has made it to Chimanimani and 
these are the photographs just received which show 
massive damage to infrastructure.



Chase’s research permit revoked 
Mmegi

The fight over elephants’ statistics in Botswana has narrowed down to two men, both Batswana. It is the researcher 
versus the technocrat, Dr Michael Chase, the founder and director of Elephants Without Borders (EWB) from Kasane in 
Chobe versus Thato Raphaka, Permanent Secretary in Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources Conservation and 
Tourism from the government enclave in Gaborone.

Government has denied Dr Chase an extension of a research permit, Mmegi has learnt. The government turned down his 
permit extension request in a letter from the Ministry and signed by Raphaka, dated December 17, 2018.

Chase shot to controversy last September after an explosive BBC report claiming that EWB counted 87 poached elephant 
carcasses in northern Botswana near a wildlife sanctuary.

Chase had requested to renew the research permit on “The Population Status and Spatial Ecology of Large Herbivores in 
Northern Botswana” that allowed him to do surveys on elephants and other animals.

In response Raphaka, who has been a star in government’s defence against “elephants fake news”, wrote to Chase 
saying: “In reaching this decision (denial of permit) we not only considered the timeliness of progress reports, but also 
evaluated outputs against research objectives as envisioned in the project proposal tendered at the time of the original 
permit’s request”.

The PS also added: “It is evident from our review that some of the objectives were either not attempted at all or 
inadequately addressed”.

Raphaka further advised Chase to wind up ongoing project activities and submit a final report of his research findings in 
due course. The move will greatly jeopardise Chase’s and EWB research work in Botswana. …

BOTSWANA



Update from Halifax Island
Lüderitz Marine Research

The research vessel finally visited Halifax Island on Tuesday 5 March and followed up on the avian influenza outbreak 
there. This included spreading more salt on two wet guano patches (the virus thrives in a damp/wet environment but 
doesn’t survive in saline conditions).

The not-so-good news is that the monitoring team from the Ministry of Fisheries found another 27 dead adult penguins on 
the island; these were duly incinerated. The perhaps slightly more upbeat news is that the rate of infection seems to have 
decreased a little bit since the previous visit. So while the virus outbreak clearly is not under control yet, we are cautiously 
optimistic that maybe, just maybe, we are past the peak of the outbreak – at least on Halifax Island. It’s really too soon to 
tell, and regular follow-up monitoring is therefore all the more essential to confirm this trend. After all, it ain’t over till the fat 
lady sings.

NAMIBIA

Illegal Logging in Namibia

G: For months now I have been sharing stories about the illegal logging in the Caprivi Strip.  John Grobler has been 
dogged in his continued research into the activities of some unscrupulous ‘businessmen’ who have found a way to 
circumvent the law to cut down trees.  It would seem, too, that these ‘businessmen’ have had help from some people in 
authority, mostly in the Ministry of Forests.

Finally, the matter has been picked up by politicians and has been discussed in parliament.  Hon. Minister Pohamba 
Shifeta, the head of the Ministry of Tourism, highlighted the issues after being questioned by Hon Nico Smit.

I copy below the discussions in Parliament.  It is long but it is so applicable to our situation in Zambia.  It shows us that the 
Ministry directly in charge of forests is underfunded and has little man-power to oversee any activity which falls under their 
charge.  This is the same in Zambia.  Although we pay heaps of carbon tax for our vehicles, this money does not seem to 
go for the purpose it is intended – that of replacing carbon emissions through care of our forests.  

Forests all over the world have been cut down for a ‘quick buck’ by businessmen who send the timber overseas to 
develop their own countries.  This loss of forests has led to all sorts of environmental disasters.  We have all seen videos 
and photographs of landslides, of torrential rain cutting massive gullies in our land.  This would not happen if the trees 
were there to protect the soil with their root systems.  And, of course, there is climate change which is going to affect us 
worse in Africa.  We need trees to give us clean air to breathe.  We need to think of the environment we will be passing on 
to the coming generations.  (Sorry, I had a bit of a rant).  Here below is the dialogue in Namibia’s Parliament:

Minister of Environment & Tourism Namibia
Pohemba Shifeta

In the National Assembly today, I had an opportunity to set the record straight regarding the 
harvesting of timber in our country, in response to a number of questions posed to me by PDM 
parliamentarian Nico Smit. 
Below are the questions from Hon. Smit:
1. Has any scientific research been done on the impact that the cutting down of our forests will 
have on the environment ie. Global warming and desertification?
2. How many trees that can be harvested actually exist in Namibia?
3. If the research has been done, how many trees can be harvested annually without denuding 
our forests?
4. What are the criteria on which a decision is made to harvest a particular tree i.e. age, height, 
circumference etc.?
5. How long does it take for the various species to reach these criteria?
6. What plan is in place to replace every tree that is harvested?
7. Whose responsibility is it to do this replacement – the MAWF or the person who does the harvesting?
8. Is there any control in place regarding replacement of trees?
9. In general and since Namibia is an arid country with few trees, what policy is in place to plant more trees all over the 
country?

I responded as follows: 
I would like to thank the Honourable Member for bringing this important matter to the attention of this August House. I will 
not be able to respond to specific questions as most of the issues fall outside the mandate of the Ministry of Environment 
and Tourism.

However as the Minister of Environment and Tourism, I share the concerns you have expressed regarding the harvesting 
of timber in the northern parts of our country.

The protection of our biological diversity, in partnership with other ministries, organizations and individuals, is of utmost 
importance to the Ministry.



It is for this reason that the Ministry of Environment and Tourism does not support the large scale commercial harvesting 
of timber in Namibia especially without any value addition and in this case in violation of our laws.

The questions raised here by Hon. Smit are indeed very specific. Even though it is the mandate of the Ministry of 
Environment and Tourism to promote biodiversity conservation in the Namibian environment and to monitor and promote 
the sustainable utilization of our natural resources for the maximum social and economic benefit of all citizens, it is 
important to note that forestry activities are regulated through the Forest Act, 2001 (Act No. 12 of 2001) which is under the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry. Thus a license to harvest timber is obtained from the Ministry of Agriculture, 
water and forestry.

On this basis, Hon. Speaker, many of the questions posed by Hon. Smit are more linked to this particular Act, which is 
administered and managed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry. Consequently, I would not want to go into 
detail on some of the finer details of how the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry comes to its decision regarding 
the issuance of licenses for timber harvesting without Environmental clearance certificate.

However, from the perspective of the Ministry of Environment and Tourism, commercial timber harvesting is a listed 
activity in terms of Section 27 (2) of the Environmental Management Act, 2007 (Act No. 7 of 2007). 
Commercial harvesting is a classic example of the removal of a living natural resource from the environment.

It is mandatory that applications for commercial timber harvesting are submitted to the Office of the Environmental 
Commissioner prior to any issuance of a harvesting license. 
In this process, it is required to do a thorough assessment of the impacts of the planned activity on all aspects of the 
environment.
It is also required to identify and implement measures that reduce the impacts of these activities on the environment.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind this August house that the Ministry of Environment is implementing a 
Cabinet decision, dated 21st August 2018, which directed all organs of state (Offices/ Ministries/ Agencies) undertaking 
listed activities in the Environmental Management Act, particularly with regard to resource removal, including natural living 
resources, as per Section 27 (2) (c), to obtain an Environmental Clearance Certificate before undertaking such activities.

With respect to timber harvesting, this provision of the Environmental Management Act had been largely ignored until it 
was decided to suspend the harvesting, transport, marketing and export of timber on 26th November 2018.

It is remarkable that since the suspension, two hundred and thirty-one (231) applications for timber harvesting have 
been submitted to the Office of the Environmental Commissioner, through the MAWF as per the requirement of Section 
32 of the Environmental Management Act, 2007 (Act No. 7 of 2007), of which none of them have been issued with 
Environmental Clearance Certificate.

The commercial harvesting of timber on small scale commercial farms in Kavango East and Kavango West is of particular 
concern to us. 
The trees found on these farms are state-owned resources and should be used for the benefit of our local communities 
as it is prescribed in different pieces of legislation including the Traditional Authorities Act, 2000 (Act No. 25 of 2000), 
Communal Land Reform Act, 2002 (Act No. 5 of 2002) and the Environmental Management Act, 2007 (Act No. 7 of 2007). 
What is happening at the moment is that the forest resources on these farms are being destroyed for the short term gain 
of the few.

Coming back to the 231 applications for environmental clearance certificate that have been received, it is notable that 
none of these applications have done an environmental impact assessment of the impacts of this harvesting on the 
environment.

Hon. Smit, the Ministry of Environment and Tourism shares your concerns about the cumulative environmental impacts of 
harvesting such a large volume of trees. 
We are also particularly concerned about the types of hardwood species being harvested. 
In many cases, these are protected species and it can take hundreds of years for these species to regrow and they 
cannot be sufficiently replanted in the short to medium term. 
The forested areas are also an important habitat for Namibia’s wildlife and other forms of biodiversity.

Thus, the Office of the Environmental Commissioner has not issued an environmental clearance certificate for any of the 
231 applications received for commercial timber harvesting. A decision was however jointly taken to lift the suspension on 
the transportation of timber that was cut prior to the suspension issued on 26th November 2018 so that this timber can be 
transported and sold. The transportation of this timber is allowed until 31st March 2019.

As stated in the letter that suspended timber harvesting operations, the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry and 
the Ministry of Environment and Tourism are engaging to come up with a lasting solution to harmonize procedures and 
requirements for timber harvesting.

In terms of our short term response, the Ministry of Environment conducted a field inspection to the affected areas during 
the week of 18-22 February 2019 in the three most-affected regions. 
Admittedly, a number of concerns and challenges are being experienced on the ground. 
Further information was gathered during this visit. It is estimated that 390 permits have already been issued without 
Environmental clearance certificates in Kavango East relating to timber harvesting and that about 68,000 trees have been 



harvested.
This timber is exported through different routes, including Walvis Bay, Buitepos and Ngoma, where export permits are 
issued.

Further concerns observed from the field visit are that foreigners are being contracted by the farmers and there is very 
little monitoring of their activities as required by the law. 
The permits are issued by the Directorate of Forestry but there is very little monitoring and enforcement on the ground 
due to limited manpower in the MAWF.

Also there are concerns that harvesting is being done randomly. Trees are not marked on the ground as they are 
supposed to be.

Although the Directorate of Forestry uses marketing permits as a tool to control the transport of the logs, it is difficult to 
implement, due to the high volumes of trucks and timber being exported. 
It is recommended that these trucks should be weighed at the weighbridges as appropriate. 
It is also recommended for the Ministry of Finance to come on board regarding export duties and taxes relating to timber.

Operation time on timber harvesting need to be restricted and carried out between 7 am to 5 pm. Timber operations are 
being undertaken at night time and this opens up opportunities for illegal harvesting. Animals may be displaced by noise, 
which could result in an increased risk of poaching if activities are allowed at night time.

The size of harvested timber is questionable (some are lower than 45 cm in diameter). Harvesters claim that small trees 
are branches from the main trees, and this complicates the monitoring process because it cannot be verified.
Several meetings have been held between officials from the two Ministries (MET & MAWF) and a number of short-
term and more long-term measures have been agreed and are being implemented to control the illegal harvesting and 
transport of timber and to improve the policing of timber harvesting operations. 
These are particularly targeting improved monitoring and enforcement measures and a crackdown on illegal operations.

Section 27 of Environmental Management Act not only created a legal norm but also created both criminal norms and 
criminal sanctions for those who contravene the Act. Hence, all those who harvested timber for commercial purpose 
without Environmental clearance certificate have contravene the Act and will have to face full wrath of the law. Ignorance 
of the law is not an excuse.

I would want to take this opportunity to inform this august house that the MET has a clear mandate to protect our 
biodiversity and ecosystems in Namibian environment, hence it is the view of the Ministry of Environment and Tourism 
that the commercial harvesting of timber should not be allowed at such high scale in Namibia without value addition to 
create local benefits including employment - moving forward. 
The scientific projection is that if timber harvest had to be permitted at such high scale and rate it happened till last year 
when it was suspended, it will take less than twenty years to bid farewell to our only forest zones we have.

Namibia is an arid country – this makes our forestry and hardwood resources even more precious. Thus we need to 
manage them properly and sustainably. Namibia is not like other tropical rain forest countries where you can undertake 
large-scale commercial timber harvesting.

I thank you for your attention.

G: The final word from John Grobler:

MET’s Pohamba Shifeta lays down the law - and makes it clear that those stripping African Rosewood and teak off their 
resettlement farms are stealing state resources that they are not entitled to.

It is mandatory that applications for commercial timber harvesting are submitted to the Office of the Environmental 
Commissioner prior to any issuance of a harvesting license. 
In this process, it is required to do a thorough assessment of the impacts of the planned activity on all aspects of the 
environment.
It is also required to identify and implement measures that reduce the impacts of these activities on the environment.

Thank you, sir.

Now can we please have someone seize and impound every Chinese chainsaw, front-end loader machines and truck 
being used to plunder our meagre forest resources to make sure it stops. 
Because that is what the Forestry Act and Regulations require to happen



Luxury lodge closes as loggers move in to make way for dam in Selous Game Reserve
Africa Geographic

Azura Selous, a luxury game lodge situated along the banks of the 
Great Ruaha River in the remote Selous Game Reserve in southern 
Tanzania, has announced its sudden closure due to the unexpected 
arrival of loggers in the area.

In a newsletter sent out to various members of the travel industry, 
Azura Selous stated that the loggers intend to clear the area for the 
flooding that will occur during the construction of the hotly debated 
Stieglers Gorge hydropower dam along the Rufiji River.

Azura’s management team made the decision to close the lodge 
due to the damage and disturbance that the loggers will cause to 
the surrounding environment.

The Stieglers Gorge hydropower project has come under intense scrutiny from a number of wildlife organisations and 
activists, who are concerned that the $3 billion project will seriously affect the ecosystem of Selous Game Reserve.

According to latest news reports, seventeen Tanzanian companies have been awarded tenders to clear 1,500 square 
kilometres of terrain inside Selous – an estimated 2.6 million trees – to make way for the hydropower plant.

Selous Game Reserve is an UNESCO World Heritage Site and is considered one of the largest remaining wilderness 
areas in Africa, covering an area of 54,600 square kilometres. ...

THE LONELY STONE MEN OF KAOKOLAND 

Each figure has an aluminium disc attached to it, with a number and a message as to where it is going. Although a 
sculpture numbered 27 has been seen (and I won’t divulge its whereabouts), only some of these Lone Men have been 
found so far. One person claims to have found another five, but won’t say anything else. The sculptures have been spot-
ted along the road on the routes between Puros in the south, Van Zyl’s Pass in the east, Otjinungua in the north and the 
Skeleton Coast Park in the west. ...

TANZANIA



This is the worst humanitarian crisis in 
Mozambique’s recent history’
Iol

The full extent of the Mozambique humanitarian 
emergency was still emerging days after the deadly 
Cyclone Idai hit the city of Beira and left a trail of death 
and destruction, the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) said on 
Tuesday.

With reports that at least 400,000 people have been 
made homeless in central Mozambique, IFRC - the 
world’s largest humanitarian network - warned that the 
full extent of the “humanitarian catastrophe” caused by 
the hurricane may take days to become clear.

Latest reports from that country said as many as 1,000 
people may have perished and as much as 90% of 
Beira had been destroyed.

MOZAMBIQUE

OTHER STUFF
Peace Parks Foundation

The Swedish Postcode Lottery has shown their continued support of transfrontier conservation in southern Africa, with 
a contribution of SEK 15,630,000 awarded to Peace Parks Foundation at the Lottery’s annual gala event. This includes 
SEK 6,650,000 for basic annual support, as well as SEK 8,890,000 for our special project, “Peace & Changemaker 
Generation”, to be undertaken in collaboration with the World’s Children’s Prize. Thank you to the players of the Svenska 
Postkodlotteriet who make all this possible!



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K11.95

P10.63
Nam$14.20

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

24°C (75)  37°C (99)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

TWO SMILES

Still no rain and no rain forecast.  This is the worst 
drought in southern Zambia, according to Zambia’s 

Meteorological Department, for 46 years

Mwebantu
This considerate contractor has put up stairs for the 
occupants of the building after destroying their entrance.

BBC
This shows how much people know about Zambia and 
Zimbabwe these days ...


