
Ben Parker
Peter Jones

It is with profound sadness that I announce the passing of my neighbour, Ben Parker of Tongabezi, yesterday. Ben was 
an outstanding person and a leading visionary of tourism in Zambia. In many ways he was the face of Zambia not least 
for his extraordinary camps and the magnificent Devil’s Pool on Livingstone Island but also for his enthusiasm and love of 
the area. Ben surely exemplified the idea of a free spirit and we will miss him terribly. Below is a note from his family and 
I pass on my deepest sympathies to Vanessa, Natasha, Acacia and Tamara, Ben’s brother and sister and all the staff at 
Tongabezi.

“We are deeply saddened to announce that our Chairman and Co-Founder Ben Parker has moved on to greater 
adventures after a courageous fight against cancer.

Our thoughts are with his family, his wife Vanessa, his daughters Natasha, Acacia and Tamara and his brother and sister 
Stephen and Naomi.

Ben first came out to Africa on a university holiday. He always joked that he only stayed because it was raining on the day 
he was meant to hitchhike to the airport, but really his soul was simply too aligned with the spirit of Africa to allow him to 
leave.  

Ben loved Zambia with such a passion that Zambia could do nothing but love him back. As locals often recall, Ben arrived 
in Livingstone in a Microlight with floats. He and Will Ruck Keene started Tongabezi with only four tents and a few bucket 
showers, but since then and despite the tragic loss of Will to a car accident, Ben turned their dream into one of Conde 
Nast’s top 20 hotels in the world.

Ben changed the face of Zambian tourism through his passion for sustainability and uplifting communities. In this he was 
helped by the love of his life, Vanessa, who has run the Tongabezi Trust School on a volunteer basis for the last 23 years.

We will all mourn the loss of Ben but we will keep his legacy at Tongabezi going. Rudy Boribon is at the helm of 
Tongabezi as he has been for 12 years and will ensure Ben‘s vision will continue to grow. Ben’s brother Stephen - who 
has been a director of Tongabezi for the past 16 years - will be taking over the board and his daughter Natasha will be 
continuing her role as digital marketing manager.

Please contact Rudy at rudy@tongabezi.com and Natasha at natasha@tongabezi.com with any personal messages for 
the family in this difficult time”.



MAHOGANY TO OPEN THREE NEW ROUTES THIS YEAR
Mwebantu

Mahogany Airlines yesterday afternoon hosted a press briefing in which Founder and CEO Dr Jim Belemu announced 
that the reputable Airline will be opening three major routes in the first quarter of the year with two of these being domestic 
and one being international, later in the year it wishes to open the Nakonde route.

Mahogany is scheduled to open the Kasama route on the 19th of February. Dr Belemu cited that while the airport in 
Kasama is still gravel, the airline will make use of a versatile 19 sitter aircraft that can handle various terrain such as the 
one at the Kasama airport. The Provincial administration in Kasama has assured the airline that all the provisions at the 
airport have been made ready.

The other route is Solwezi, whose official opening date is yet to be announced as logistics are still being put in place.

The International route will lead to Congo DR, and is set to open in the first week of March. It was stated that with the 
support of the Zambian people the aviation industry can achieve more as evidently shown in the current developments. …

Lusaka ‘Expansion/Development’
Douglas Rolls 

The entrance to Musuku road is finally under attack as bulldozers clear forest to make way for housing for the well to 
do with total disregard to the fact that the whole area is a water catchment area. The consequences of this action will 
be felt in the not too distant future if it already has not begun- as rivers dry up and boreholes need to be deepened or 
abandoned. We should try and work with nature and not against her. In a country thats drying up fast as a result of climate 
change every drop of water must be captured and every tree protected. This year Lusaka city has had minimal rains. 
It is no surprise with the number of trees developers have cut down in the last two years and not replanted. We need 
symposiums to talk about 
these issues and to teach 
people about symbiosis of 
man and forest. Including 
having a massive tree 
planting campaign to 
replace old and cut down 
trees. Environmental 
Council of Zambia (ECZ) 
where are you? This is 
your job to keep Zambia 
environmentally sound for 
posterity. You are actually 
privy to the report that was 
done on the importance of 
this area as a catchment 
area...

ZAMBIA



Amendment to CITES Proposed by Zambia

G:  I am not really good at all this legal stuff, but it seems to me that Zambia wants to earn more money from its 
elephants, I expect through hunting.  Obviously Zambia does need more money, but I am wondering if it should gain it 
from its elephant population.

Here is the information from the Great Elephant Census done in 2015.  

The results show that, overall, the elephant population in Zambia may be stable, but with large differences between 
different parts of the country.  Turning first to numbers of live elephants, the censuses suggested that elephant numbers 
are stable (or possibly even increasing) in the two largest elephant landscapes, Luangwa and Kafue.  In the third 
landscape, Lower Zambezi, numbers are declining.  And in the fourth landscape, Sioma Ngwezi National Park, on the 
border with Angola and Namibia, elephant numbers are declining catastrophically, with the species almost extirpated.

The Great Elephant Census stated that they counted 21,000 elephants in Zambia.  Hunting allowed.
In Botswana (no hunting allowed) there were 130,000 elephant
Zimbabwe had 82,000 but there was severe poaching along Lake Kariba and Mana Pools area.  Zimbabwe allows 
hunting.
Namibia was not part of the Great Elephant Census but the government states that they had 22,000 elephants in 2017.  
Namibia allows hunting
Angola had 3,000 elephant and poaching was on the increase.

  



I am assuming that Zambia wants to allow more numbers to elephant hunts.  You know I am a big ‘bunny lover’ and, 
although not against hunting, I have a soft spot for our elephant which were almost poached out in the 1980s.  And we still 
face poaching today.  

I remember last year posting a video from South Luangwa of elephants fast asleep, lying down in Flatdogs Camp.  
Elephants will only lie down if they feel safe and secure.  I have also watched the news as the elephant population in 
Kafue has increased hugely in the past 2-5 years as Conservation Organisations, notably Peace Parks, have increased 
the wildlife corridors between Botswana, Namibia and then into Zambia via Sioma Ngwezi National Park to Kafue 
National Park.

Here is the information from a hunting website:
In Zimbabwe the Hwange region near Victoria Falls has always been good for big Elephant and if you choose the right 
time of year and operator you will shoot 60lbs plus.

North-east Namibia, known as the Caprivi strip has produced some big bulls probably due to the relative proximity of the 
Botswana population and their movement through the Caprivi into Angola.

Tanzania has produced massive long ivoried bulls along the Tarangiri National Park however permits are very limited 
and the price of these hunts are very high. As a rule Tanzania’s elephant have long thin ivory which makes for a classic 
looking trophy while not necessarily the heaviest.

The Tembe Elephant reserve in South Africa has what I Believe are Africa’s largest remaining tuskers. The park habitat 
is very dense thickets and it is believed that this is where elephant escaped and hid during the early ivory hunting days of 
the colony. I have personally seen Elephant here well over 100lbs per side and it is well worth visiting this small gem of a 
park to see these giants!

Zambia recently started hunting elephant in two regions of the country (under CITES approval), namely the Luangwa 
valley and the lower zambezi valley. In truth no big elephant have been taken here and if one was witness to the wanton 
destruction of these beasts back in the 1970’s & 1980’s it would be best to avoid hunting elephant here, it is not “right” to 
deplete a resource further especially one which is ill managed by the wildlife authorities.

We know that elephants are intelligent.  By increasing hunting, the elephant population becomes more nervous and can 
become dangerous to humans.  The elephant populations around South Luangwa are so chilled out and a massive draw 
to tourists.  We need these elephant to move from South Luangwa to Luambe and Lukusuzi National Parks.   In Lower 
Zambezi the elephant population has been decreasing because of poaching on the Zimbabwe side.  Although thought to 



be some of the most friendly elephants in Southern Africa, this will come to an end if the poaching and hunting continues.

Could we be thinking of allowing hunting of elephant around Kafue National Park?  Peace Parks who set up KAZA have 
sunk millions of dollars into finding corridors for the elephants to move from Botswana into Namibia and then into Angola 
and Zambia.  We have seen the results of this as vast herds have moved into Sioma Ngwezi National Park during the 
past year and some reaching Kafue National Park.  Who do these elephant belong to?  I feel that they belong to Africa 
and that countries have to come together to have a common approach to conservation.  How can we shoot an elephant 
which has just migrated from Botswana into Zambia?  Is it a Botswanan elephant or a Zambian elephant?  

Surely this is a huge philosophical debate that conservationists throughout our region have to debate.  

Chipembele Wildlife Education Trust 

This handsome young male bushbuck called Peanut, was brought to 
Chipembele as a tiny orphan still with his umbilical cord in October 2018. 
He has been kept in a nice-sized cage for 3 months and fed on milk every 3 
hours during the day. Over the past month he has also eaten large quantities 
of vegetation that we pick regularly for him throughout the day. Peanut has 
been the easiest of bushbucks to raise and a sheer delight to be with. Today 
we opened the cage door and let him out for the first time. He was nervous 
but soon started feeding. It is likely he won’t venture far and we will put him 
back in the cage tonight for safety as part of a soft release programme. Enjoy 
the freedom Peanut and savour the abundant and lush vegetation that is 
everywhere at this time of year!

CORONATION CEREMONY OF NEW CHIEF MUNKANTA IN KAWAMBWA
Hon. Nickson Chilangwa, MP

On Friday, February 1, 2019, I joined my brother the 
Chiefs and Traditional Affairs Minister Hon. Lawrence 
Sichalwe, MP at the coronation ceremony of new Chief 
Munkanta of the Chishinga people in Kawambwa district. 
…

G:  I have started working on a new project.  It is to find 
out all I can about the ’72 Tribes of Zambia’.  I have read 
lots and written bits but have never been able to get a 
proper ‘picture’ of who fits where.  I know now where the 
Chishinga people are on the map, but so far I know little 
about them.  If you want to take a look at how far I have 
gone:  
https://traditionalzambia.home.blog/
I would appreciate any comments or suggestions of 
research material.  



Jeffery & McKeith Safaris

We’re teaming up with Musekese Conservation, Zambian Carnivore Programme and the Department of National Parks 
& Wildlife to increase our understanding of large carnivores in the Musekese-Lumbeya area within Kafue National Park. 
This initiative will also help identify if any of the carnivores that are monitored come into conflict with snaring and other 
illegal activities so we can mobilise the necessary resources. …



Construction of New Ilala Luxury Hotel In Victoria Falls Commences
Pindula

Construction of new 4-star luxury hotel in Zimbabwe initiated with Groundbreaking Ceremony

Ilala Lodge Hotel Group has 
commenced construction of a 
new luxury hotel on the banks 
of the Zambezi River, Victoria 
Falls, following a Groundbreaking 
Ceremony held last week. The 
4-star luxury hotel will be named 
the Palm River Lodge and marks 
a significant expansion to the Ilala 
Lodge Hotel Group. …

Govt To Announce Developer To Dualise Beitbridge-Bulawayo-Victoria Falls Highway
Pindula

Transport and Infrastructural Development Joel Biggie Matiza said government will soon announce a firm to dualise the 
Beitbridge-Bulawayo-Victoria Falls highway.  He said this during a tour of Kazungula Border post and Ferry Bridge across 
the Zambezi River on Sunday. Matiza did not reveal details on when the announcement will be made.

Said Matiza: As for dualisation of the highway, it is work in progress. Expression of interest has been made and we 
will soon announce who will take up the job.  Tenders for the expression of interest were floated last year. Government 
also intends to dualise the Victoria Falls-Kazungula road. Other major roads to be dualised are the Beitbridge-Harare-
Chirundu, Harare-Bulawayo, Harare-Mutare and Harare-Nyamapanda highways. …

ZIMBABWE

Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust

Friends, we are deeply saddened to 
announce that Sylvester, our beloved cheetah 
ambassador, passed away last night because 
of injuries sustained during a confrontation 
with a small female leopard. Our entire Victoria 
Falls Wildlife Trust family, including visitors 
and supporters worldwide, will sorely miss our 
charismatic friend and companion. He touched 
thousands of hearts and inspired us all to 
embrace and learn more about his amazing 
species. The outpouring of concern and support 
we have received from around the world is 
lifting us through this extremely difficult time. 
We mourn the loss of this wonderful cheetah 
and thank you all for the love and friendship 
you’ve shared with him throughout the years.



Miombo Birding

Had the pleasure of at least 12 Purple Crested 
Turaco’s coming to bathe in our garden today. After 
a lot of shots, I finally got the one I wanted.

Painted Dog Conservation

Last week, we were alerted by Bhejane Trust about a puppy with a snare 
around its waist in the Lukodet pack in Sinamatela. We got a team on the 
ground at the earliest opportunity.
Our initial attempts to dart and treat the puppy were frustrated by the tough 
conditions and bad luck. The frustration made more complicated because we 
had veterinarian Dr Hollis Stewart with us. 
Another week went by and the pack emerged from a fast wilderness area 
onto the open plains below Sinamatela Camp. We knew that this was our 
chance and managed to get into position to finally dart the puppy. The injury is 
quite nasty but he is recovering well in our Rehabilitation Facility and we will 
get him back to his pack in a week or so.

Jens Cullmann to Friends of Mana Pools
Adios amigos ...!

This one afternoon I placed myself at a pool to shoot flying birds against 
the light. I was very focused on two male African Jacana, who had a 
territorial fight. A lot of commotion was going on at the shore of the pool. A 
baboon crossed in front of my lens somewhere half way. But I did not pay 
too much attention on the baboon. A minute later I heard a splash and 
saw in the corner of my eye some movement in the water. I looked and 
couldn’t believe what I saw. A medium sized croc snapped the baboon 
probably when he was drinking and pulled him now in deeper water. 
Immediately I pointed my camera on it and started taking photos. More 
pics will come in the next days ...



Matthew Copham is at Vumbura Plains.

Photographed this beautiful “melanistic” zebra in the Vumbura 
concession of the Okavango Delta. This is not the first time we have 
seen this pigmentation in the Vumbura concession, and hopefully not 
the last time. This now proves that zebras are black with white stripes?

BOTSWANA

Kwando Carnivore Project

Thank you Simone Micheletti for sharing this photo of Chobe 
NP lions looking towards Namibia. Thank you also to the 
Chobe Environmental Group for the opportunity to share 
information about human lion conflict along the Chobe 
floodplain with them. Two complete opposite perspectives 
of exactly the same situation highlights the challenges of 
harmonizing land use across an international border where 
lions and wildlife in Botswana live opposite people and 
livestock in Namibia.

Members of the Sobbe 
Conservancy pour over two 
satellite images taken a year 
apart of the Sobbe Corridor. 
This corridor is a major 
wildlife connectivity area and falls just outside Mudumu NP into neighbouring Sobbe. 
The movement of elephants and other wildlife between Zambia and Mudumu then onto 
some places in Botswana are dependent on being able to use this corridor. The fate of 
this corridor lies in the hands of the community that live there. As they have to tolerate 
the presence of elephants alongside growing of 
crops for food it makes sense to turn what could be 
a predicament into a benefit. WWF in Namibia are 
piloting a Wildlife Credit Scheme where the Sobbe 
Community is paid for every year that this corridor 
remains undisturbed and unsettled. The satellite 
images prove that the corridor is completely intact 
earning them their first payout. KCP has assisted 
this process by monitoring wildlife movement 
through the corridor using camera traps.

NAMIBIA

HillsNek Safari Camp
Monday Morning Monster Madness! 

The Hillsnek Maintenance Manager Edwin witnessed this incredible sighting of a 
Cape Cobra eating a Puff Adder. 
These are two of the most venomous snakes found on Amakhala. What a sighting! 
Nature never ceases to amaze.



Lüderitz Marine Research

PENGUIN MORTALITY at Halifax Island... 
Since about mid-December we noticed an increased penguin mortality at 
Halifax Island, with dead penguins washing up on the shore, dead penguins 
floating in the sea reported by tour boats, and dead penguins seen from the 
mainland on the shores of Halifax Island.
By mid-January all the signs were pointing to a major and unprecedented 
mortality event going on. 
On the 17th of January a team managed to get onto the island and collected 
184 recently dead penguins and brought back 4 sick penguins (as well as 
samples from 12 individuals). The sick penguins brought into our rehab 
facility died within a few days despite intensive care.
Dead penguins are still washing up on the shore and are seen on Halifax 
South beach from the mainland. With no feedback to date from the central 
vet laboratory we still have no idea what is causing this disaster... and 
therefore what measures can be taken to minimise the impact. 
The weather and swell conditions have prevented a second visit to get some 
update assessment... Frustrating times!

Then, later ...

SMOKE ON THE... ISLAND (apologies to Deep Purple).

Desperate measures for a desperate situation at Halifax Island. Our penguins are still dying. With the nice weather a team 
of seven landed on the Island (Desmond, Seabee, Rian, Gustaf and Jessica accompanied by two State Veterinarians 
from the Keetmanshoop office). More dead and dying penguins were found, more samples were collected, and with the 
drop in the wind the carcasses accumulated since 17th January were incinerated (in the hope that it will slow the spread 
of the virus).
A very sad sight... when you witness decades of conservation effort going up in smoke (literally). Thanks to all involved 
including the RV !Anichab crew!



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K11.95

P10.38
Nam$13.55

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

20°C (68)  32°C (97)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE

Lots of clouds and rumbles but little rain 

Drawing by Banksy


