
CALLING ALL BIKERS! 

Book now for the ultimate weekend of blood, sweat and gears! Register for the Livingstone Motorbike Festival - a unique 
motorcycling festival set around the Zambezi and Batoka Gorge, hosted at The Victoria Falls Waterfront.

ZAMBIA
Tourism PS hears CRBs petition
Department of National Parks & Wildlife

Tourism and Arts Permanent Secretary (PS) Rev. Dr. Howard Sikwela has warned that Community Resources Boards 
(CRBs) would be held accountable for disorderly behavior and that government does not believe in threats and arm 
twisting.  Speaking when representatives of various CRBs across the country met him to present a petition for animal fees 
deducted in 2016 without their consent yesterday, the PS said his Ministry is looking into fees owed across the country to 
leverage the pressures that communities are facing.

The PS said it will be presumptuous for the Ministry to promise that all the money will be released by the Ministry of 
Finance at once, but that through the petition, his office will lobby but was quick to mention that not all the money could be 
paid by the Ministry of Finance.  He said the petition would help his office to push and be advised on which monies will be 
released.

Rev. Sikwela explained to the representatives that all the monies collected by the Ministry through the Department of 
National Parks and Wildlife are sent to control 99 under the Ministry of Finance.  The PS said its until such a time when 
the Ministry of Finance releases the money, the ministry has no control whatsoever over the monies.

And CRBs National Association Coordinator Mr. Isaac Banda said there would be no tangible partnership between the 
government and CRBs if they cannot meet and confront the issues and challenges facing both parties.  He said currently, 
there is just harvesting without investment and sooner or later, wildlife will be wiped out.

Earlier, CRBs Association President Mr. Felix Shanungu submitted a petition to the PS demanding animals fees deducted 
from the CRBAs in 2016, concession fees from 2016 to date and animals fee revenues for the 2018 hunting season.

The association threated that the CRBs will not allow hunting in the various Game Management Areas this year if the fees 
are (not) paid before the start of the hunting season. ...

G: Game Management Areas, as far as I know, are owned by the communities but administered by government.  I can 
understand the community frustration when they are required not only to protect the land but also to live close to wildlife.  
In Botswana and Namibia the communities seem to be paid on time and they also get compensation if wildlife damages 
crops.
I can remember asking RTSA what happened to the Carbon Tax we paid for our vehicles. I was hoping that it was 
going to go into a pot for reforestation.  Alas, though,  I was told that this money too went into Control 99.  It must make 
accountability by government very difficult if everything goes into one pot and then has to be distributed from there.  I 
really don’t envy government accountants.  How on earth do they work it all out?



Zambia and Conservationists skirmish over hippopotamuses culling intentions
African Daily Voice

Reports filtering in suggest that Zambia is planning to slaughter 2,000 hippopotamuses to control overpopulation, the 
African Daily Voice has learnt.

However, according to AFP, the conservationists are challenging the move describing it as “a ploy to make money from 
trophy hunters”.

Media quoted an official at the tourism ministry, who did not want to be named, suggesting that a five-year cull of hippos 
in a park in eastern Zambia would start in three months’ time.

“Currently the hippo population in the South Luangwa National Park stands at over 13,000, but Luangwa can only cater 
for 5,000 hippos,” said the official.
“The population is higher and poses a danger to the ecosystem.”

Meanwhile, the Born Free Conservation Group has urged the government to abolish the culling intentions.
“The justifications for this cull — which is being openly marketed to paying trophy hunters — are like a sea of shifting 
sand,” said Born Free’s president, Will Travers.
“Originally, it was to prevent an outbreak of anthrax. Then it was because the water levels in the Luangwa River were 
precariously low. Now it is because there is a perceived hippo over-population.

“None of these ‘justifications’ stand up to scrutiny.”

He said the cull — which was postponed in 2016 — could generate $3.3 million (2.9 million euros) for trophy-hunting 
organisers and the government.
“Hippo lives are on the line in order to line the pockets of a few hunting operators and government officials,” he said.

Hippos, which are herbivorous, semiaquatic mammals, are classified as “vulnerable” in the Red List compiled by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

About 130,000 remain in the wild, in central and southern Africa.

Wildlife Offenders Sentenced
Lusaka Times

Seven wildlife offenders have been convicted and sentenced for various wildlife crimes by the High Court in Chipata and 
Subordinate Courts in Solwezi, Kalulushi and Mwinilunga.

The High Court sitting in Chipata sentenced Mangani Phiri to five years imprisonment with hard labour for Unlawful 
Possession of Protected Animal, namely one live pangolin, …  Mangani was convicted by the Katete Subordinate Court 
and committed to the High Court for sentencing.

In another case, The Solwezi Subordinate Court has convicted and sentenced Esther Malata 38 to five years 
imprisonment with hard labor for Unlawful Possession of Prescribed Trophy, namely 17 kg of ivory…

The Solwezi Subordinate Court also convicted Francis Samanenga 60 and fined him K45, 000 with three years’ 
imprisonment with hard labor in default of payment, for Unlawful Possession of Government Trophy, namely 28kg of bush 
pig meat believed to be from West Lunga National Park …

In another case, The Kalulushi Subordinate Court convicted and sentenced James Zulu, Harrison Chongo and Mathias 
Muwowo to five years imprisonment with hard labor each, for Unlawful Possession of Prescribed Trophy, namely one 
leopard skin.

Elsewhere, The Mwinilunga Subordinate Court convicted Japhet Machayi 32 for Unlawful Possession of 11 wire snares 
and Unlawful Possession of 10 live ammunitions and a homemade shotgun, and fined him K125, 000 with two years’ 
imprisonment with hard labor in default of payment on each count.  
The Court also found Machayi guilty of Unlawful Possession of Government Trophy, namely one piece of Pangolin scale 
and one piece of Antelope Sable Skin and committed him to the High Court for sentencing. …



CHUNGA SOLAR POWER PROJECT STARTS
ZNBC

The Rural Electrification Authority – REA- has started construction works of a Three million-kwacha Chunga Solar power 
project in the Kafue national Park.  REA Corporate Affairs Manager, Justine Mukosa says the mini solar power station 
which is expected to provide electricity to four hundred households will be centrally located.

Mr. Mukosa says the project is aimed at providing electricity to areas that are not connected to the national grid.  … Mr. 
Mukosa said civil works are done and the station will be commissioned once a solar panel and battery are procured. …

G: Chunga is the ZamParks post near The Hook bridge.  As far as I am aware, there are no villages nearby, so I am 
assuming it is for ZamParks staff use only.
At K3 million this does seem very cheap.  Have we lost some zeros?
I reported on a similar-capacity solar plant at Grootfontein, Namibia, in 2015 which then cost Nam$120 million 
(US$9million = K100 million)

Bridge Down
Mwebuntu

Mpulungu has been cut off from the rest of the 
Country following the collapse of the Lunzuwa bridge, 
on Kasama-Mpulungu road, due to heavy rains 
experienced today.

Work on Kanyemba floating bridge set to begin
ZBC

The implementation of the pontoon landing 
bay or floating bridge project that will link 
Zimbabwe, Zambia and Mozambique through 
Kanyemba border post is expected to start 
before the second quarter of this year on 
revelations that Zambian authorities are 
finalising processes for the introduction of the 
ferry boats on the Zambezi river.

The multi-million dollar project to establish 
a floating bridge that will be used as a deck 
to ferry heavy trucks across the Zambezi 
into Zambia and Mozambique is one of the 
important developments commissioned this 
year …

ZIM-ZAM-MOZ



Bhejane Trust

Yet another successful ivory poaching bust for Hwange Parks 
Investigations Unit, working with ZRP Minerals, Flora and Fauna 
Unit and Main Camp rangers. They set up a sting operation and 
nabbed 4 persons with 3 tusks, weighing 96kg, in a vehicle near 
Dete township - one person escaped and is being sought. The 
escapee is a Forestry game scout who had masterminded the 
poaching operation, while one of the arrested is a woman who is 
the liaison between the poachers and the buyers. The owner of the 
vehicle is a known poacher, and the vehicle will be forfeited. These 
poachers are believed to be part of the Dete syndicate operating 
into Hwange National Park, and these arrests are another blow to 
the syndicate. They will appear in court shortly.

ZIMBABWE

UK Sun

HAVE A GO HIPPO Fearless hippo sees off pride of lions coming for a drink in the waterhole he’s bathing in
The brazen hippo isn’t put off by the lions as it heads straight towards them before the trio of big cats spook and scatter

G: I just loved this series of photos.

BOTSWANA



River Levels
Namibia Broadcasting

The water levels of the Kavango River continue to rise rapidly according to the latest flood bulletin.
The bulletin issued by the Namibia Hydrological Services said the water levels in the Kavango River at the Rundu station 
are increasing rapidly.
Although the levels continue to rise rapidly, it is still lower than that of last year over the same period,” it added.
The water levels at Rundu station shows a level of 4,76 metres, in contrast to last year’s measurement of 5,53 metres.
The bulletin also indicated that the water level of the Zambezi River at Katima Mulilo is increasing steadily and stands at 
1,35 metres, compared to the 3,37 metres recorded last year.

NAMIBIA

Editorial
Namibian

NAMIBIA’S LAST frontier is under attack. Centuries-old trees are being felled. The desert threatens to envelop the little 
that remains of our forest, ... But Namibians are fiddling, failing to grasp the devastating impact of the barbarians in our 
midst.

At the rate trees are being chopped down, sold for a pittance and exported to feed foreign economies, Namibia will be a 
complete desert nation in no time.

Some might say we are being dramatic. But information from eyewitness accounts of forestry experts and residents of the 
subtropical forests of the Kavango and Zambezi regions point to a much more devastating crisis.

A lot of damage has already been done, but for the forest predators, they have just begun. The Namibian’s story this 
week reporting that the ministry of environment has received more than 200 applications to cut down 200 000 trees for 
the timber business is an indication of an approaching inferno. 

A small group of Namibians have turned the country into a cash cow. Milk cows are now considered useful only when sold 
quickly. The greed with which a few people are willing to make a quick buck is astonishing.

In the instance of forests being decimated, Namibian Sun reported last year that farmers would sell a tree for between 
N$300 and N$450. Some of those trees were more than 100 years old.

“Sources claim that the trees are then sold at Walvis Bay to a Chinese buyer, who pays around N$12 000 per cubic metre 
for the timber. This means the local farmer gets between N$180 000 and N$270 000 for selling 600 trees. The Chinese 
‘investor’ gets more than N$3 million for the trees,” the newspaper report stated.

As if that is not enough, foreign mafia bosses were using Namibia as a smuggling route for rare timber, through the port of 
Walvis Bay. Some of the logs were smuggled from Angola, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Zambia, where the 
export of raw logs is banned. ...



Lüderitz Marine Research

PENGUIN CRISIS Continued...
Today was the sixth full survey of Halifax Island since the beginning 
of the crisis. Unfortunately another confirmation that the mortality 
is continuing unabated (as from today 345 penguin carcasses 
(excluding chicks) were recovered from the island and nearby 
beaches... the real tally is by now probably in excess of 500 birds, 
mostly breeding adults!). 
We have noticed that most of the affected penguins are clustered 
around “colony 2” on the south side of the island, and in particular 
near a muddy wet patch adjoining this colony. As the virus H5N8 can 
survive for weeks in a wet environment we suspected that this mud 
patch might be a factor in the continuing mortality as it is crossed 
daily by adult penguins returning from the sea. 
After consulting with veterinarians and virologists we started to 
implement a last resort attempt: since the virus apparently does 
not survive well in a high salinity environment, today the MFMR 
team spread several large buckets of salt over this mud patch, 
before covering it with beach sand in an attempt to lower the rate of 
infection...
This was followed by the grim task of collecting dead penguins 
(another 20 adults, 2 juveniles (blues) and 2 chicks) and incinerating 
them! So again the sad sight of smoke over over Halifax Island could 
be seen before lunchtime!

Namibia Wild Horses Foundation

The hope that last year’s rains ushered in has been extinguished as foal after foal has been killed by the marauding pack 
of spotted hyenas at Garub.

The Ministry of Environment and Tourism (MET) responded to the public outcry over a week ago by issuing a statement 
that the Minister himself would urgently co-ordinate the relocation of the hyenas. This came at the time when the last of 
the foals was killed, leaving the population once again devoid of young. Their attempts have so far been unsuccessful.

About 6 days ago, one of the remaining mares gave birth - but the foal was soon attacked by the hyenas - and it is 
uncertain if it will survive the injuries. Images of injured foal.

With the birth of every foal, there has been the hope that the Namib population will survive and the idyllic photos have 
warmed everyone’s heart. Unfortunately, they all have been lost and if the predation continues Namibia’s wild horse 
population doesn’t stand a chance.The youngest mare is eight now, in eight years she will be past breeding age.....is the 
population already doomed?



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K11.90

P10.63
Nam$14.00

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

17°C (63)  32°C (97)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE

We have had rain ... more on the way ...


