
Dear All

An out-of-focus mopane worm.  Sorry for that ...

LIVINGSTONE
Dog Registration

It seems that dog registration is back again.  I just hope 
this time, that it is done properly.  The last time all of 
us who care about our dogs took time out to register 
our dogs, but those that didn’t, well, they didn’t register.  
And nothing was done except for a botched effort to kill 
some stray dogs.  

As I mentioned before, when I was in Botswana, vet 
clinics were set up all around the towns to provide 
cheap innoculations for the dogs.  Each dog was then 
given a dollop of red paint on its head.   After a 2-week 
period of giving residents the chance to get their dog 
innoculated, the authorities moved in to shoot all dogs 
without red paint.  It does seem a bit drastic but it 
worked.  

Not only do we have rabies in Zambia but some of the 
dogs roaming our streets are thin and neglected.  It 
breaks my heart to see them; I would rather have them 
euthanised than living such a horrid life.  

So, let’s hope this programme works well.



New hotels in Mosi-oa-Tunya National Park
Peter Jones 

Great news for the Elephants in the area around Livingstone: the plan to have a golf course in the area around the 
Maramba River Bridge has been scrapped altogether. In a statement by Rennie Mushinge, CEO Managing Director of 
BICON Zambia Limited “Following the Scoping Meeting which we held with the Residents of Livingstone in September 
2018, concerns were raised with the development of a golf course on the site with respect to the elephant corridor. In view 
of these concerns, we have decided to omit the golf course from our proposed development. Please note that the Draft 
EIA which was submitted to ZEMA in December 2018 by DHEC includes the revised masterplan which now omits the 18-
hole golf course and only accommodates two hotels to be developed on the leased site from the Department of National 
Parks and Wildlife north of the Maramba River”. A huge thank you to Rennie Mushinge for listening to the concerns of the 
residents of Livingstone for the elephants in the area. The plans for the new hotels are well received and which will boost 
the tourism efforts in the tourism capital as we approach the Southern Province Expo in September 2019 being held in 
Livingstone.

LCC Uproots Illegal Booths in Lusaka
Zambia Reports

The Lusaka City Council (LCC) has uprooted 22 booths in the 
Central Business District and along Church Road.  A team of 
LCC police today swung into action and uprooted 22 booths on 
account that they were illegally planted.

Most of the booths uprooted belong to airtime vendors and are 
accused of littering the city and obstructing motorists.  The LCC 
says it has identified areas where booth vendors will be legally 
located.  
Council spokesperson George Sichimba said the institution will 
not only uproot booths but confiscate them too.

Vendors have had an on and off war with the Lusaka City Council 
and keep popping up each time they are weeded out.

G: I have always wondered whether our booths in Livingstone were legal because they do seem to be appearing all over 
the town.  Shops in town have to go through a rigorous and expensive process of being licensed so it does seem unfair 
that traders can just deposit a booth anywhere and trade.  Surely the booths should be in markets where there are toilet 
facilities. 

And, thinking about toilet facilities ... As I often walk between John Hunt Way and the main road through the side alley, the 
smell of urine is gagging.  We have fee-paying toilets in town but many shoppers just dive into one of our alleys and take 
a pee for free.  I don’t know what we do about this but it is surely something that our Council should put their mind to.  

ZAMBIA



....this is Katunda-Lukulu road a link 
between two districts in Western Province.
Zambian Watchdog

G: So much money was spent on the 
causeway over the Barotse Floodplain, that I 
doubt that more money will be spent on road 
infrastructure in Western Province for a long 
time to come …

$41.8M SOURCED FOR WATER PROJECTS
ZNBC

Of the funds five million dollars has been provided by government while the rest is a loan from the Africa Development 
Bank – ADB.  The money will be channelled towards water reticulation in Mongu, Senanga, Sesheke and Kaoma districts 
of Western Province.

This came to light when the Western Water and Sewerage Company delegation called on the Barotse Royal 
Establishment in Limulunga, Western Province.  Western Water and Sewerage Company Board Chairperson Patricia 
Mulasikwanda re-affirmed her company’s commitment to ensure adequate supply of water to the people of Western 
Province.  Ms. Mulasikwanda said this is consistent with government’s vision 2030 aimed at turning Zambia into a middle-
income country by 2030.

And Western Water and Sewerage Company Acting Managing Director Nchimunya Habeenzu said the forty-one point 
eight million dollars will empower his company to reinforce water supply in Western Province.  Meanwhile, acting 
Ngambela of the Barotse Royal Establishment Mowa Zambwe urged Western Water and Sewerage Company to directly 
generate water from the Zambezi River to guard against possible contamination of the commodity.

Ngambela Zambwe said some people in western province have encroached areas that harbor boreholes, raising risks of 
contamination of water generated from such facilities.

G:  It would seem by this article that the people of the towns along the Zambezi are getting their water from boreholes.  I 
just found this quite shocking …



Kanyemba floating bridge to enhance trade
Bulawayo 24

Zimbabwe’s trade relations with Zambia and Mozambique are set for a major transformation following the finalisation of a 
floating bridge at the Kanyemba Border Post.

The multi-million dollar project to establish a floating bridge that will be used as a deck to ferry heavy trucks across 
the Zambezi into Zambia and Mozambique located at the border post  in Mashonaland Central province is one of the 
important developments that will be commissioned this  year.

The project will create the shortest route linking up Zimbabwe, Zambia and Mozambique.  The Kanyemba Bridge will 
reduce the link distance by a massive 550 kilometres, thus cutting costs on fuel and time.

Available information is that the floating bridge or pontoon landing bay at the border post is now finalised with Zambian 
and Mozambican authorities standing ready for the project to take off this year. ...

The project funded through an agreement with the government of Japan will be critical in boosting trade statistics among 
the three nations and revive the operations of the border post which had retreated into a ghost point due to inactivity.

Supportive infrastructure such as the road network to the area has been worked on with revelations that 5 kilometres of 
the approach road to the pontoon landing bay is complete with a drivable surface.

From ENR on Floating Bridges

Permanent floating bridges are essentially boutique structures that only make sense for certain rare kinds of sites: 
unusually deep bodies of water and bodies of water with very soft bottoms, where piers are impractical. …

The four longest pontoon bridges in the U.S. are all 
located in the Seattle area. The oldest one, the Lacey 
Murrow Memorial Bridge, was based on a concept by 
visionary engineer Homer Hadley, who had developed 
his idea after building concrete barges during World 
War I. He first proposed his idea at a meeting of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers in 1921, but was 
rejected. Hadley went on to work for the Portland 
Cement Association. Eventually, he convinced the 
Washington State Dept. of Highways to try his idea. 
Completed in 1940, it was the first floating bridge to 
incorporate concrete pontoons. …

A Floating Bridge in Norway

ZIM-ZAM-MOZ



Evening in Chizarira
Mark Swannack to Friends of Chizarira

G: I have mentioned previously that a group of people have got together to help Chizarira National Park.  There are some 
stunning photographs being put on Facebook as the group gradually finds out more about what is still around ...

Cheetah Zimbabwe

Wonderful news from Hwange National Park: Queenie’s daughter Cindy (HNP046) was seen with four cubs as well. This 
young female picked up a snare around her neck in April 2018. Thanks to Imvelo Safari Lodges and Paul de Montille the 
snare was removed. And look at Cindy now, proud mom of her first litter!

ZIMBABWE



Mark Mason to Birding Zimbabwe

Egyptian goose and Nile monitor battle - Kariba-goose eventually won

BOTSWANA
Botswana Predator Conservation Trust

360km in 9 days! 4 sisters from 3 different litters from our local Apoka pack have left Botswana and gone to Zimbabwe. 
We collared Madam Ching here a few months ago, hoping she would disperse with her sisters as part of the dispersal 
study being conducted by @pop.ecol 
Near the end of December she left, crossing the border on Christmas Day!

Her journey highlights the importance of landscape connectivity between protected areas. It shows how much space this 
species really needs to sustain a viable population, bringing support for initiatives like the Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier 
Conservation Area (KAZA).

Her journey also illustrates the importance of collaboration between researchers. We have been able to confirm that 
Madam Ching and her sisters are all in good health due to the much appreciated efforts of those at Painted Dog 
Conservation in Hwange Painted Dog Conservation

Hopefully these four girls will be able to find some males and start a pack of their own. Forming a successful breeding 
pack is the last stage of the dispersal process, the one that cements gene flow between these subpopulations of wild 
dogs. Thanks to the satellite technology in her Vectronics collar, we will be able to monitor Madam Ching’s progress over 
the coming year.

Thanks again to PDC for all of their help in tracking down the progress of these girls!



Kwando Carnivore Project

After a very long silence I have so much to 
report on. The first bit of great news is the birth 
of a litter of four lion cubs in the past couple of 
months to one of the Nkasa pride females. The 
Nkasa pride lives on Nkasa Island in the Nkasa 
Lupala National Park at the very south of the 
east Zambezi Region. Nkasa Island is teaming 
with buffalo and other herbivores that seems 
to be sufficient prey to keep the Nkasa pride 
on this island. Thanks to Paul Funston for this 
spectacular photo.

NAMIBIA

MANGANESE SAGA... Season One, Episode 4.... STAND OFF! 

G: I am not quite sure what is going on here except that truckloads of manganese is being dumped near Luderitz

And by this evening the stand-off is still holding! Now we have 8 loaded 
trucks on the site... With orders to not offload! and more trucks and 
equipment on their way! Two environmental officers have arrived from 
Windhoek to investigate. Allegedly, no environmental clearance was 
obtained for this dirty operation... The story has now been covered by the 
local press and still no official statement or reaction from the Municipality 
(Luderitz Town Council... are you all still on holiday?), nor from Namport!

Who is behind this dirty shady deal? TradePort Namibia cc? 
Luderitz residents will not allow the pollution of our clean environment and 
coastal waters!

And then ...

MANGANESE SAGA: LATEST...

The trucks have moved out of the transnamib yard this afternoon and moved into the harbour... by all evidence they are 
busy offloading their Manganese in one of the harbour sheds! So much for the MET assurance that the operation has 
been cancelled! It was just relocated! 
Great transparency from all involved, the company, Transnamib, Town Council, NamPort, MET etc.... WHAT IS GOING 
ON BEHIND THE SCENE?

And then ...

Well, well, well... MANGANESE SAGA Season 2 starting right now!

The Manganese ore operation that we were told only a day ago 
was illegal and to be stopped, with 5 days to clean up.... is now 
taking a new dimension:

Instead of sending those 8 loaded trucks back to where they 
came from (as the logic implies if it was indeed illegal), suddenly 
this Sunday afternoon the trucks moved into the port area to 
offload! presumably to stockpile there waiting for the bulk carrier! 
So what is it? legal or illegal? Have they got an environmental 
clearance certificate from the EC office or not?

Still no word from the company involved nor from Town Council and of course no word from NamPort either... are they all 
above the law? or making the law as they go along?



Tusk
 
With support from Tusk, Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF) has been working with farmers in the Eastern Communal 
Conservancies of Namibia to test a new Human-Wildlife Conflict (HWC) mitigation tool, the E-Shepherd Collar.

When an animal wearing an E- Shepherd Collar begins running, the device emits a high-pitched sound and triggers lights, 
all designed to deter a would-be predator giving chase. CCF fitted different types of livestock -- goats, sheep and calves – 
in different situations and geographic areas with the collars, to test their efficacy.

Collars were deployed mainly with communal farmers in the Otjituuo, Okamatapati and Wild Dog Conservancies, but CCF 
also included commercial farmers in Kavango West and the Waterberg Conservancy in the study. In total, 20 farmers 
received E-Shepherd collars. Collars were deployed in three phases beginning in January 2018. CCF has been following 
up by phone and with in–person visits to determine livestock lost and 
whether farming conditions have changed. Preliminary results show 
the collars can be effective under certain conditions.

To supplement the research project, CCF has been conducting 
workshops on Integrated Livestock and Predator Management in 
the same areas. By providing farmers with more tools and skills to 
manage lands shared with predators, CCF can help farmers protect 
livestock and enable wildlife to flourish.

HWC is one of the main threats to large carnivore species, and 
specifically cheetahs, in Africa. Successful conservation lies in 
first helping the people who live alongside these animals. With the 
support of key partners like Tusk Trust, CCF continues to explore 
new and creative solutions to help people and wildlife thrive.

Namibian Nature Conservation

The ministry of agriculture, water and forestry has terminated the contracts of about 200 workers at 56 state orchards in 
the north.

The dismissals toward the end of last year resulted in the 
trees being neglected and stripped of fruit by local people. 
Only a year ago, the agriculture ministry was satisfied 
with the progress made by its tree-planting project that 
was launched in 2003 and was creating hundreds of jobs. 
The project’s objective was to plant fruit trees on a trial 
basis to assess their viability in open grasslands in the 
Ohangwena, Omusati, Oshana and Oshikoto regions.

In November 2017, agriculture permanent secretary Percy 
Misika said 56 orchards had been established, covering 
364 hectares. These trees generated an income of N$120 
400 in the 2016/17 financial year, up from N$65 993 in the 
previous financial year.

When contacted for comment on the current situation, the agriculture ministry did not respond to questions sent to them. 
...

Rina Pretorius

Amur Falcon update, Longleng (adult 
female). Was in Standerton 2019-01-06 
at 03:52 (Last update). 
Looks like the other Amur Falcon 
stopped sending signals last signal was 
2018-12-14

OTHER STUFF



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K11.90

P10.58
Nam$13.90

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

22°C (72)  36°C (97)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE

We have rain ...


