
Dear All

For the past two years I have not travelled, for various reasons.  I do hope to get out and about this year. In preparation 
for this I have made some bags to keep my car tidy and my equipment safe.  I am the most untidy person and my 
cameras and books get all over the place when I am driving.  And, of course, I can never find anything when I want it.  
So I came up with this idea.  One bag has spaces for cameras, sat phone and GPS.  The other one takes my books and 
binoculars.  I just thought that, if you are like me and your car gets in a mess when you are travelling, you might like to 
copy the idea.

LIVINGSTONE
That bridge
Last year, as in previous years, there have been many complaints about the bridge between Libuyu and the farms and 
villages the other side.  So, this was good to hear:

Ruth Henson 
Well done to Livingstone council for 
responding to my request to have the bridge 
cleaned so that we don’t get cut off by 
floods every time it rains. Namatama ward 
councillor got this started for us.



Zambian Bird Challenge 2019
Andrew Hester (BirdWatch Zambia Forum)

The folks at www.Birdlasser.com have kindly set up the ‘’Zambian Birding Big Year Challenge’’ for 2019. There are similar 
challenges running in a few neighbouring countries. The challenge covers the entire country and is open to anyone 
who wants to participate. Enter for fun, compete against a friend or take it to the extreme and see how many birds you 
can see in Zambia this calendar year. In order to participate, you will need to download the birdlasser application on 
your smartphone or tablet (yes you need a device) from the birdlasser website. For those who don’t already use the 
application, it allows you to record your bird sightings quickly and accurately in the field. It’s the sort of thing that I wish 
someone had invented 30 years ago! With the application loaded, you can then register for the challenge at: 
https://www.birdlasser.com/chall…/zambiabigyear2019/overview

Birdlasser enables a number of other functionalities and tools. My motivation for posing this message is ultimately to 
encourage bird atlasing in Zambia. Once on your device, the birdlasser application allows you to easily submit your 
data to at least two different bird atlas programmes. While atlasing is not for everyone, by submitting this data, you will 
ultimately be contributing to our understanding of bird distribution in Zambia (or anywhere else for that matter) and in 
some cases the conservation of bird species. It is birding with a purpose! If anyone is interested in finding out more about 
atlasing and submitting their data, please feel free to send me a direct message via facebook. Alternatively you can have 
a look at the following website http://sabap2.adu.org.za/. The website is in the process of a major upgrade with a greater 
focus on the whole continent. Follow the tabs to the coverage maps to see how we are doing in Zambia!

WWF Zambia

Happy Friday! We are still excited about our scientific study that 
provided long-awaited confirmation that connectivity still remains 
between the elephant populations of Kafue National Park, Zambia 
and the broader Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation 
Area (KAZA TFCA) landscape.

This evidence has been gathered from an elephant bull that was 
collared through our partnership with Elephant Connection and 
shows movements from Sioma Ngwezi National Park, Zambia 
into Namibia, Angola and Botswana and all the way to Kafue 
National Park.

ZAMBIA



Zambia Primate Project

Last week we received an adult female monkey called Linda who had been confiscated by DNPW in Mumbwa. They 
contacted ZPP to rehab her. It looks like she has been a very long time in captivity tied to a short rope with very restricted 
movement. We successfully removed the rope and drove the monkey to Lusaka to begin her rehabilitation process. She 
is really enjoying not being tied up and is climbing and walking around her quarantine enclosure. We will now prepare 
Linda for life back in the wild.

Empathy

There has been little news coming out of Zimbabwe, of course.  Many of us are just sitting on the sidelines wondering 
what will happen and worrying about friends and family there.  

It does, though, give me a chance to write a bit about empathy - the ability to feel someone else’s emotions and 
feelings.  I have had many discussions about whether empathy is a genetic or a learned behaviour and have come to the 
conclusion that it is learned and does not come naturally.  

Over the years I have watched the goings-on in conservation in Africa and have realised that much of the destruction of 
our wildlife and wildlife estates is because we have little empathy for animals or birds and all the other little things that live 
in our parks.  In order to protect such a valuable resource, we have to ‘teach’ empathy to the people who live around our 
wildlife estates.

There is not much point trying to teach the old folk as many of them are set in their ways so we have to reach out to the 
young and hope that the next generation will view their world differently.  

That is why the efforts of Chipembele in South Luangwa, Conservation Lower Zambezi, Painted Dog Foundation in 
Hwange, and all the other organisations throughout the region who bring the children into the parks to learn about their 
natural heritage … and learn about empathy … are so important.  It is a long-term strategy but it is the only way we have 
to keep our wildlife safe for the future.  

Getting back to Zimbabwe, I am shocked that the government can increase the price of fuel by such a large amount.  The 
government says it needs money.  The people, however, know that an increase in fuel will mean that all the prices in the 
shops will go up because of the cost of transport.  In a country which has 90% unemployment and the people are already 
struggling to survive, how can they take anymore?  It seems to me that the government is showing little empathy for its 
people, but how can we teach the members of the government about empathy?    

ZIMBABWE





Wildlife Vets Namibia

This unfortunate rhino got an old tyre stuck around his nose. 
We immobilized the rhino and removed it, he must have 
been very relieved once it was off ;)

Always be aware of rubbish (tyres, rolls of old fencing 
material etc) lying in the field. Rhinos like sticking their horn 
through these and end up with the tyre or wire over their 
head.

NAMIBIA

Kwando Carnivore Project

This beautiful set of photos from Paul Funston was taken in the Kwando Core Area where one of the original Horse 
Shoe pride females has returned from Botswana. She has two very cute one year old cubs. The Kwando Core Area lions 
are thriving once again. The Angola Boys spent years and years searching for females from the Luiana River in Angola 
through Bwabwata NP in Namibia to northern Botswana and back, now have three ladies in their lives. All three have got 
cubs of different ages. We estimate that there are currently between 15 and 20 lions in the Kwando Core Area.



Erindi – Never a dull moment!!
Wildlife Vets Namibia

The water is always bluer at the other side…. This weekend we got a rather unusual call from Erindi Private Game 
Reserve – “We have a hippo in the pool!” This young bull was expelled from his group by the older bulls. In his search for 
“greener pastures” he found this pool. We headed over and partially immobilized the hippo. Together with the Erindi team 
the hippo was coaxed out of the water, and guided into a crate. As you can see, he was not in great condition, and not too 
keen to leave his new home.

He was transferred to and released in another area of the reserve. Here he can recover from his adventure.

As usual, the Erindi team handled the situation well, making both visitor and animal safety a high priority. It is always a 
pleasure working at Erindi! Pictures by the Erindi team and Sibylle Hähner.



Zambeze Delta Conservation and Anti-Poaching

With the rainy season upon us, the ZDS APU is now using a 
different form of transport to access the flood plane.

MOZAMBIQUE

Kenya at centre of East Africa donkey smuggling racket
The East African

Kenya has been identified as a conduit for smuggling donkeys 
from neighbouring countries, according to a new report.  Demand 
for donkey skin, which is used in China for making traditional 
medicine, has been blamed for halving Kenya’s donkey 
population.

Donkeys remain crucial to rural economies, where they are used 
to transport food, water, firewood and farm produce.  But in China, 
they are used in production of ejiao, a traditional medicine made 
from gelatin extracted from boiled donkey hides.

Three Chinese companies have so far opened donkey slaughter 
houses in the country: The Zilzha Ltd Slaughterhouse in 
Nakwaalele, Turkana, Goldox donkey slaughterhouse in Mogotio, 
Baringo, and Star Brilliant Abattoir in Naivasha, Nakuru.

The 2009 census estimated that there were about 1.8 million donkeys in Kenya. But animal rights activists have raised 
the alarm, saying that since at least 100,000 donkeys are slaughtered each year, they could become extinct. …

KENYA



Magufuli: Give people idle wildlife reserves, forests
IPP Media

President John Magufuli yesterday ordered immediate 
suspension of countrywide operations to remove people who 
settled in protected areas, instead directing authorities to begin 
processes to formalize the settlements.

Some 366 villages located within various protected areas in 
the country had already been earmarked for removal.  But the 
President has now directed that border change documents be 
prepared within one month and the same presented in the next 
session of Parliament.  

A statement released yesterday by the Directorate of 
Presidential Communications, the Head of State now wants 
all ministries involved in the exercise to halt it so that the 
settlements can be turned into hamlets and villages. …

“apart from the directive, the President has also ordered leaders 
in the ministries concerned to identify conservancies and forest 
reserves that have no wildlife so that the same are given to 
landless pastoralists and farmers,” reads the statement in part. 
…

Gorilla Hugging Man Who Saved Her Life Photo Wins Wildlife Photographer of the Year Award
Shareworthy

A sweet hug between a lowland gorilla and the man who saved her life was the people’s choice for winner of the Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year People’s Choice award.

Photographer Jo-Anne McArthur took the touching photo in Cameroon. Pikin, the rescued gorilla, was being moved 
between animal sanctuaries by her 
caretaker, Appolinaire Ndohoudou.

Pinkin had been captured by 
poachers to be sold for bushmeat, but 
was saved last minute by Ape Action 
Africa.

Sadly, poaching for bushmeat is 
common practice in Cameroon and 
other areas of Africa and continues 
to threaten the critically endangered 
gorilla.  Baby apes are often left to die 
after their mothers are killed or sold 
as pets in the illegal wildlife trade.

In the photo McArthur caught, 
Pikin was being moved to a forest 
sanctuary and was waking up 
from her sedation. She woke up in 
Appolinaire’s arms. The two share a 
strong bond. Appolinaire is a refugee 
like Pikin, after being forced to flee his 
home in Chad because of civil war.

TANZANIA

OTHER STUFF



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K11.80

P10.54
Nam$13.95

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

20°C (68)  36°C (97)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE

We still have rain ...


