
Dear All

My header is (I am guessing) an Ovambo Sparrowhawk in my garden.  Please let me know if I am right or wrong because 
he is a common visitor, often sitting for a long time in the bird bath.

THIS IS THE ROAD THAT LINKS MONZE AND NAMWALA 
DISTRICTS
Zambian Watchdog

Editor,
This is the state of the Monze -Niko road. The road is generally 
bad but the most dangerous part is between Bweengwa and 
Mbeza. …

G: Niko is in Namwala.  I have not travelled this road but have 
used the Choma-Namwala Road which is fine but becoming 
potholed.  Assuming the rains are good this year it is a sure-bet 
that the Monze-Namwala Road will become impassable. 

BREAKING NEWS!
Safari Par Excellence

Airline giant Turkish Airlines has announced that it will start bi-weekly flights between Lusaka and Istanbul on December 
13, 2018!

The airline famously services more countries than any airline in the world - 110 plus - and the Lusaka route will go via 
Dar-es-Salaam with flight arrivals on Mondays / Thursdays and departures on Tuesdays / Fridays.

A little Zanzibar and Livingstone combo sounds good to us!

ZAMBIA



PLASTIC BAGS BANNED IN ZAMBIA
Mwebantu

A total ban on super-market type plastic bags has been introduced by the Ministry of 
Water Development, Sanitation and Environmental Protection

Ministry’s Permanent Secretary Ed Chomba said this is in accordance with section 58 
of the Environmental Management Act No 12 of 2011.

G: I have seen that this is scheduled to begin at the start of next year.  Although we 
know that this is the right thing to do, it is going to be a bit of a shocker for many 
people who demand a free plastic bag even when buying just a box of matches.  

You may remember that School Club has helped Kariba South Primary School to 
make shopping bags.  I have been using my bags for three years now and they are 
still strong ... and I have only accepted about 5 plastic bags in the past three years.  
If you would like to order a bag, let me know and I will get them made.

School Club Zambia

We couldn’t be prouder to announce that with less than 
4 hours left of this years Christmas challenge 2018 we 
have now reached our target! We have been blown away 
by the generosity and kindness of our supporters. We 
always knew you were an incredible bunch but wow... 
£8,379 including the matched funding! We will now be able 
to provide 40 disadvantaged youth in rural Zambia with 
agricultural and business training over the course of next 
year, including all of the materials to start their own gardens 
at home and one school trip to a commercial farm. None 
of these children have ever been on a school trip let alone 
to do something that will broaden their mind on what is 
possible after school. …

Photo of Programme Manager Sunny explaining our 4 
square gardens to the community at Chisyabulungu. All 
young farmers will receive a 4 square garden box as part of 
their training in 2019, providing the perfect example of how 
to mulch and crop rotate at a manageable size. One box can grow enough food to feed a family of 4.

G: As a reminder, School Club Zambia is helping schools to set up small businesses to raise funds for the children’s 
education.  Sometimes rural schools cannot even afford blackboard chalk.  The organisation works in five schools near 
Lake Kariba and have set up a Tailoring Centre (for your bags), Gardens producing vegetables for sale, a Carpentry 
Workshop which produces furniture for the schools and homes, Chicken Farms to produce eggs ... and more ...



SNAIL MAIL . . . . literally 
Project Luangwa

Dave collected 3 parcels from the post office at the airport today. 
According to the labels one (a sponsored pupil’s Christmas present) was 
posted in Australia on 5th December 2015 - yes that’s right 2015 so took 3 
years to reach us even though it was sent Airmail & recorded delivery – one 
has to wonder where it has been!
Another was posted on 24th March 2017 - this got here a little quicker and 
took just 20 months to get from Australia to Mfuwe.

G: In 2016 I posted an letter from Livingstone to Mfuwe.  It arrived one year 
later …



KASOMENO-MWENDA ROAD PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION PLAN SIGNED
Hon. Nickson Chilangwa, MP

Construction of Kasomeno-Mwenda Road and Bridge Project set for May, 2019

The Joint Steering Committee between Zambia and DRC on the Kasomeno-Mwenda Road and Bridge project concluded 
bilateral talks this afternoon at Sandton Convention Centre in Johannesburg. The bilateral talks which lasted from 27th-
29th November, 2018 approved the MOU and signed the implementation plan for project which will see possible ground 
breaking conducted in February, 2019 and commencement of works set for May, 2019.

The Kasomeno-Mwenda Road and Bridge Project is set to be the new heartbeat of COMESA as it will offer a new trade 
route between the East Coast and Central Africa.

The Outdoor Journal

Aerial Survey of Kafue National Park Suggests Great Progress in the Fight for Conservation
Conservation, Kafue Style: We’re delighted to learn that there has been a huge increase in wildlife numbers in Zambia’s 
largest national park.

The Kafue National Park, is Zambia’s oldest and largest national park and one of the continent’s wildest. Wilderness 
Safaris have just released extracts (the full document is yet to be published) from an aerial population survey they carried 
out in conjunction with the Zambian Department of National Parks and Wildlife (DPNW). The survey, conducted ten 
years after their first aerial survey, reveals a significant increase in wildlife numbers, in different habitat zones in the park. 
The survey shows promising population growths in a number of species; including red lechwe which have increased in 
numbers by 487%, puku by 103%, Lichtenstein’s hartebeest by 78%, and blue wildebeest by 113%.

Formerly plagued by poaching, it has taken a dedicated commitment, both physically and financially, with assistance from 
DPNW, local lodges and operators and various NGO’s (World Bank, Norad, WWF etc.) to turn the tide and protect Kafue’s 
wildlife. …



Elephant Connection

We are excited to report that our transboundary elephant movement study took another step forward this month with 
the fitting of 5 elephant satellite tracking collars in southern Kafue National Park, Zambia (Mulobezi Game Management 
Area), made possible by generous donations from WWF Zambia and WWF Namibia. Our study is carried out with support 
from the Zambian Department of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW), to whom we are grateful to have partnered in this 
productive research programme. Pictured are Dr David Squarre (DNPW Head Veterinarian) and John Carter (Elephant 
Connection) fitting a satellite tracking collar to an adult male elephant. The movement data from these elephants will fill an 
important gap in knowledge about their connection with other elephant populations across the 5 countries of the Kavango 
Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA TFCA). Little is known about elephant’s current use of movement 
corridors between Kafue National Park and other protected areas, with some experts proposing that the wildlife in Kafue 
National Park has become geographically isolated, which is mainly due to loss of connecting habitat through expanding 
human settlements. The goal of collecting this elephant 
movement data is that it will guide conservation 
planning and action to secure wildlife movement 
corridors that serve to restore landscape connectivity 
between protected areas within the central KAZA area, 
and to provide information that assists the Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife in securing Zambia’s 
elephant populations in the KAZA TFCA area. We 
would like to especially thank Roy Seemani (DNPW) for 
ongoing field support and coordination, Tandala Safaris 
for hosting the collaring team and providing logistical 
support, Parsons Aviation, Niner Juliet Logistics and 
Sky Trails for air support, and Desmond’s Engineering 
Services for fuel transportation.

Zambian Carnivore Programme
 
Another week and another wild dog de-snared in the Luangwa 
thanks to our collaborative field efforts with DNPW and 
Conservation South Luangwa - CSL. The Kafunta pack dogs were 
uncollared and had not been seen since May, before showing up 
with two out of three adults with snare injuries and with four pups! 
We were able to de-snare and treat the injured dog and deploy a 
collar on the pack--enabling us to continually locate and mitigate 
snare mortalities in the future. With lots of impala lambs around 
and the rains hopefully decreasing the snare densities, we are 
hopeful for the success of this small pack. Photo by Johnathan 
Merkle



Conservation South Luangwa

Tygee is CSL’s newest addition to the K9 team. He has been with 
us for 7 months and has become a solid member of the team. He 
is an extremely reliable working dog and has multiple arrests and 
recoveries under his collar. Tygee can sniff out ivory, bushmeat, 
lion and leopard skins and body parts, pangolin scales, firearms 
and ammunition and he is trained on ecological monitoring!! Photo 
by Steve Black.

Batoka Gorge Dam
ERM

Dear Stakeholder

The Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) proposes the development of the Batoka Gorge Hydro-Electric Scheme located 
approximately 47km downstream of Victoria Falls, on the Zambezi River. 

An Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) was commissioned in mid-2014 and Environmental 
Management Resources and its local partners were appointed to undertake this work. A Scoping Phase of the Project, 
which entailed extensive stakeholder engagement and the necessary environmental and social baseline studies was 
completed. The Draft ESIA and Environmental and Social Management Plan (ESMP) was prepared by the consulting 
team, but then the project was placed on hold for numerous technical and commercial reasons. 

This notification serves to inform you of the following:
• The recommencement of the ESIA Process and its associated timeline for delivery;
• Further opportunities for the Engagement of Stakeholders;
• Changes to the Project Team; and
• Our contact details for further communication.

Please find the attached letter for additional information.

We look forward to your participation in this process.  

Kind Regards 

Reinett Mogotshi
Environmental Consultant

ZIM-ZAM

ZIMBABWE
New cruise boat for Vic Falls
Nehanda Radio

Shearwater Adventures has acquired a 100-seater up-market 
cruise boat to cater for executive tourist clientele. The two-
deck boat was manufactured by a Bulawayo company at a 
cost of about $500 000 and is already in Victoria Falls ready 
for use on the Zambezi River.



Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust

Exciting developments happening this week at our Wildlife High-care rehabilitation centre here in Victoria Falls!

Injured or poisoned birds of prey are often brought into our care and we are in desperate need of a large enclosed area 
for them to strengthen their wings before we can release 
them (until such time that we have funds to build our 
separate bird of prey aviary).

Here’s a couple of progress shots taken this morning, of the 
new temporary roof being installed on our large enclosure! 
Many thanks to Chris Lampard and his team for helping us 
put this up so expertly!!

Our rescued white-backed vulture and African fish eagle 
can’t wait to stretch their wings!! 

Our team were recently called out to 
a bull elephant in the Matetsi private 
reserve with a severe WIRE SNARE 
wound in his front leg. He was limping 
badly, the snare had become deeply 
imbedded in his leg causing a severe 
infection and a huge amount of pain. We 
were able to dart him, roll him on to his 
side (as he went down on his sternum 
which can severely affect his breathing), 
remove the infected tissue and the 
snare and treat the wound. Once the 
drug had been reversed, the elephant 
stood sniffing his freshly cleaned wound, 
and the smell of people nearby, and 
eventually limped away, we hope, to live 
a long, healthy life!

Many thanks to Brendan Prinsloo and 
Ian Godfrey from Matetsi Victoria Falls 
for their assistance with this rescue, 
and for sending us these INCREDIBLE 
photos. 

The Drenched Gymnogene...

Last month, as the first heavy RAIN of the season fell, we got a call one Friday evening from the local Boat Club on the 
banks of the Zambezi River, right next to Zambezi National Park. A young fledgling GYMNOGENE (African Harrier-Hawk) 
had been found on the lawn, saturated from the rain and drenched to the point where it was too heavy and wet to fly. Our 
vet responded to the report (Thank you Kevin Fry!), and with the expert help of a hair dryer (!!), managed to dry the bird, 
and after a night of rest, it happily flew off at first light the next morning!



Namib wild horses on brink of extinction ... immediate action called for!
The Namibian

THE last five years have been harsh for the wild horses of the Namib, with severe drought and predation by a pack of 
spotted hyenas, which moved into the area in 2013.

Numbers have plummeted dramatically from around 300 to a mere 80 horses. The lives of the remaining horses are still 
in immediate danger.

According to biologist, Dr Telané Greyling, who has studied the wild horses for more than 20 years and who works closely 
with the Namibia Wild Horses Foundation, not a single foal has survived since 2012, making the youngest horse six-years 
old. 

“In 2013 alone, the hyenas killed about 100 horses, 50 of them foals,” she says.

Long-awaited rainfall this year brought new hope and allowed the Namibia Wild Horses Foundation to stop feeding the 
horses after a long 27 months of severe drought in which the public generously donated both feed and funds to keep the 
horses alive. 

The desert transformed with the new green grass; the condition of the remaining horses improved; and some of the 
mares conceived. To add to the newly felt positivity, the pack 
of hyenas moved off onto adjacent farmland leaving the 
horses in peace. The first foals were born and it began to 
look as if the horses finally stood a chance.

Unfortunately, the respite was short-lived. The hyenas 
returned with a vengeance, killing three of the four foals born 
since September, once again threatening the century-old 
population.

The Namibia Wild Horses Foundation strongly believes that 
the horses are teetering on the brink of extinction. Even with 
the last good rains, there is no chance of survival for the 
foals as long as the hyenas are around. The hyenas already 
resumed targeting the adult horses. 

The population is already depleted, with only 33 mares 
remaining and the genetic integrity of the population at risk.  
…

NAMIBIA

Khaudom 
John Grobler

An absolutely shocking 
state of affairs in the 
Khaudom Park, where 
an over-concentration of 
elephant and a complete 
lack of management 
and maintenance by the 
Ministry of Environment 
and Tourism staff now 
have added up to an 
ecological disaster.



Zambeze Delta Conservation and Anti-Poaching

Every now and then we are forced to take several steps backwards. This 
was a terrible blow for us. The bag was made up of Suni, Blue duiker and 
Genets totaling 54. This gang of poachers specialize using headlamps and 
dogs to catch the game at night. They were camped outside of our Block and 
came in at night. This is 3 nights taking. The forest they have poached in on 
our border with the railway line will be set back for several years. 2 poachers 
were arrested and will be processed today with the police.

MOZAMBIQUE

Background of Zambeze Delta Conservation

There are those that believe sport hunting has caused great declines in 
Africa’s wild game populations. But the success of Mark Haldane and his 
team in Mozambique shows that this simply isn’t true. (Brad Fitzpatrick) In 
1994, professional hunter Mark Haldane arrived in coastal Mozambique 
and found the region decimated. Once robust game populations had been 
reduced to almost nothing over the course of the nation’s fifteen-year civil 
war, which ended in 1992. Buffalo numbers plummeted from an estimated 
45,000 in the years before the war erupted to around 1,200 by 1994, and 
unverified rumors persisted of Russian gunships firing on herds of buffalo and 
flinging the animals out to canning ships. Waterbuck populations fell from an 
estimated 80,000 before the war to only 2,500 afterwards. The smaller game 
like suni and reedbuck remained on the fringes of towns, relatively safe as militant groups combed the countryside, but 
larger game animals like sable, hartebeest, nyala, eland and zebra were poached relentlessly. 

Mozambique’s game fields, once the hunting grounds of Jack O’Connor and Harry Manner, and the game that was once 
found there in abundance seemed to have fallen victim to the violent struggle for control of the country. When Haldane 
began the daunting task of reinventing Coutada 11 as a successful hunting area he had his hands full. For starters, there 
was very little game, and poaching, either for market or sustenance, was the order of the day. The game that remained 
survived in a region without 
strict game laws or the 
manpower to enforce those 
laws. But the landscape in 
Coutada 11, known as the 
Delta, was a mix of swamp, 
flood plains, savanna, 
miombo woodlands and sand 
forests, and that diversity 
made the area a viable 
location for the rebuilding 
of game populations. As 
Haldane’s efforts to develop 
the area into a hunting unit 
progressed and wildlife 
numbers rebounded, 
poaching became a problem 
once more. To combat this, 
Haldane knew he was going 
to have to dedicate time and 
money to concerted anti-
poaching efforts. ...



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K11.85

P10.72
Nam$14.30

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

24°C (75)  34°C (93)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE

We have rain ...


