
Dear All

It has been quiet during the past few weeks.  I suppose it has been Christmas and people have other things on their mind.

ZAMBIA
Wildlife Corridors Confirmed!
Mwebantu

A map of a collared elephant provided by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Zambia and Namibia and Elephant 
Connection Research Project (EC) has given long-awaited confirmation that connectivity still remains between the 
elephant populations of Kafue National Park, Zambia and the broader Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area 
(KAZA TFCA) landscape.

An elephant bull, that was collared by the partners in 2017, shows movement from Sioma Ngwezi National Park, Zambia 
into Namibia, Angola and Botswana over the past year and more recently all the way to Kafue National Park. During its 
journey from Sioma Ngwezi National Park, located in Western Province, to Kafue National Park, the bull is estimated to 
have traveled 390km in 14 days and was accompanied by at least 6 other elephants on its journey. Community reports 
from the area’s he traveled in Zambia suggest that elephant migrations are a regular, albeit infrequent, event.

Throughout Africa, there is a critical conservation concern about the isolation of elephant populations due to shrinking 
habitats. WWF and Elephant Connection aim to identify and secure functional wildlife movement corridors that can re-join 
fragmented wildlife habitats to provide effective landscape linkages between Zambian ecosystems and those of KAZA 
TFCA partner countries.

It is for this reason that WWF, EC and the Zambian Department of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW) initiated the 
satellite-collaring of elephants in the Zambian component of KAZA TFCA having successfully collared 15 elephants to 
date. Information about movement patterns and habitat use gathered from satellites is crucial in advocating for clear 
land use plans, sustainable approaches to infrastructure development, and minimizing the occurrences of human wildlife 
conflict.

With the results so far, WWF and EC are excited about the information that is yet to be gathered in the coming months 
and years.



Alan Bonella
Conservation Lower Zambezi

Yesterday, the Lower Zambezi became a whole lot quieter. CLZ would like 
to pay tribute to a man who’s presence filled the valley and was felt by 
all who crossed paths with him. Alan Bonella was an exceptional guide, 
conservationist, teacher and friend and we are deeply saddened by his loss. 
Alan dedicated his life to the wild through his photography and passion for the 
places he lived and worked. He passed his extraordinary guiding skills and 
knowledge onto many guides in training that have now flourished! A fearless 
adventurer, you will be sorely missed Alan, may you rest in peace.
Deepest condolences to his wife Nicci Bonella and to his family and friends. 
Alan Nicci Bonella

Muchinga Province posed a multi-million Kwacha Sugar Plantation
Lusaka Times

Consolidated Farming Limited, producers of Kafue Sugar have expressed interest to establish a multi-million Kwacha 
Sugar Plantation in Muchinga Province.

The company also intends to set up an agro processing plant that will be producing sugar as well as setting up a themal 
power generation plant.

G:  We know that sugar cane is very thirsty and needs a lot of water to grow well.  The effects on the environment around 
Kafue Sugar Estate are clear to see with the floodplains being reduced.  I wonder where this new sugar estate will be 
located.  Hopefully, it will not take water from the Luangwa River.  

ZIMBABWE
Lookout Cafe
Bulawayo 24

Fire has reportedly gutted down the Lookout cafe in Victoria Falls. The 
Café which is perched on the edge of the Batoka Gorge was one of the 
favourites in Victoria Falls. It offered spectacular views of the gorges and 
Zambezi River.



Maid’s tip-off gives away seven Chinese rhino poachers
New Zimbabwe

Police in Victoria Falls have arrested seven Chinese nationals on allegations of possessing trophies from endangered 
species following a tip-off by a maid at a house the illegal items were found.
 …

The seven were arrested when a maid at a house in Aerodrome suburb tipped police after she bumped onto the horns in 
the house while doing her chores.

Armed with a search warrant, police and rangers from ZimParks raided the house and recovered the pieces which were 
hidden in plastic bags.

The pieces weighed 20.98kg valued at $938 700. …

Raptors Botswana

Very sadly there are still signs at the Tswapong Hills of Cape vultures with wing 
problems due to calcium deficiencies. We are finding that the problem may be bigger 
than we all thought so a bigger effort needed next year. More bones sooner and more 
often! A challenge for us and our partners but one we have to rise to!

BOTSWANA



Tanzania dam: Power plant planned in Selous Game Reserve
BBC

Tanzania’s President John 
Magufuli has signed a deal for the 
construction of a hydro-electric 
power plant in one of East Africa’s 
best-known game reserves, amid 
criticism from environmentalists.

The deal, worth $3bn (£2.4bn), 
envisages the construction of a dam 
on the Rufiji River in the Selous 
Game Reserve, a Unesco World 
Heritage site.

Tanzania says the project will 
double its total power supply.  But 
conservationists warn that it will 
destroy wildlife habitat.

The deal was signed with two 
Egyptian construction firms.

The reservoir created by the dam is 
expected to be the largest in east 
Africa, inundating 1,200 sq km of land in an area known as Stiegler’s Gorge.  The WWF, the global environmental body, 
says the project will also endanger the livelihoods of some 200,000 people - including farmers and fishermen - living 
downstream from the proposed dam.

A 2017 report by the body warns that the project could lead to greater erosion downstream, potentially drying out lakes 
that attract wildlife tourism, reducing the fertility of farmland and causing the retreat of the Rufiji Delta. …

Giant Rats Are Helping Save Pangolins From Wildlife Trafficking
Roaring Earth

Wildlife officials in Tanzania are training African giant pouched rats to help identify 
illegal shipments of pangolins, a heavily trafficked endangered species. 

Funded through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) as an effort to end 
wildlife trafficking, this program is currently assessing the rats’ ability to sniff out 
pangolins in various settings. If the rats are successful, they will eventually work 
in shipping ports to locate pangolins that have been illegally captured and locked 
up in shipping containers.

TANZANIA



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K11.93

P10.78
Nam$14.47

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

21°C (70)  36°C (97)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE

The rain has gone, the bush is dry 
...


