
Dear All

Makishi scaring the children in Dambwa.

LIVINGSTONE
Legacy Plan Resurfaces under a new name

Twelve years ago, conservationists from around Livingstone and Zambia fought verbally against the development of two 
hotels and a golf course in the Mosi-oa-Tunya National Park along both sides of the Maramba River.  In the end the hotels 
were not built.  

At the end of October, we were told that the plan has been revitalized albeit with a smaller footprint but still two hotels and 
a golf course … on one side of the Maramba River.  

The scoping meeting for the ESIA – Environmental and Social Impact Assessment – was held at Protea Hotel.  It hadn’t 
been well advertised so few people pitched up for it.  I was phoned, as were a few others, to come and swell the numbers 
at this crucial meeting.  I thought my days of attending meetings were long-gone but I did make the effort to go and listen.  

These are the facts, as I managed to glean from the discussions: 

Rennie Mushinge is representing NAPSA, Mukuba Pensions and Mukuba Properties who want to do the construction.  
The construction will be two hotels – 5-star with 130 rooms and 3-star with 180 rooms, a big conference facility for 600+ 
delegates and a golf course.  Somewhere the name of Hilton Hotels was mentioned but I didn’t get the connection 
(maybe as management).    The ESIA is being done by DH Engineering Consultants from Lusaka; DSA Architects, 
from South Africa, are the architects.  A landscaper had already been contracted.  DH Engineering Consultants was 
represented by Daniel Holmes.   

Both Rennie Mushinge and Daniel Holmes spoke with confidence that the development was a done deal.  In fact, Daniel 
Holmes said that their ESIA was scheduled to take 4-5 months and that they had already used 3 months on the work.  
Part of the ESIA was that they had to have a public meeting, hence the meeting at Protea.  I felt that the meeting was just 
a box to tick, although Daniel Holmes did say that he welcomed comments.

Rennie Mushinge mentioned that this was purely a Zambian development, unlike the Legacy development which had 
been proposed by a South African company.  They had already been given a 50-year lease by Ministry of Tourism.

Rennie Mushinge also stated that they were going to build new Regional facilities for the Wildlife Officers on the site … as 
part of the Corporate Social Responsibility …



After some preliminaries, telling the audience how many jobs were to be created; about how the increase in tourist 
numbers would benefit the economy of the town; about how sensitive the development was going to be and that it would 
improve the environment, we got on to question time.  

The following issues were brought up.

When Legacy Hotels wanted land to build their hotels they were approved initially 4 hectares of land along the Zambezi 
River, north of the Maramba mouth.  Their development, though became one of 200 hectares of land on both sides of the 
Maramba River.  A question was asked how this land had now been allocated to the Mukuba Property.  They were also 
asked if the land had been advertised so that other developers could have the chance to apply for it.  The answer was 
given that, no, the land had not been advertised and that the application for the land had been an unsolicited application 
and that ZamParks had approved it.   

During the Legacy debacle, Zambia Environmental Agency had stated that a golf course was not acceptable in the 
National Park.  There was no comment from the developers about this, although Rennie Mushinge did mention that he 
had been involved in the Legacy application.

It was brought up that the whole of the land area to be developed was an elephant corridor.   At present, anyone who 
wants to walk in the area had to be accompanied by an armed guard.   The developers state that the land will not be 
fenced, but it is assumed that, to prevent human-wildlife conflict, the hotels and the golf course will have to be fenced.  
All the lodges in the park and on the outskirts are fenced, even though, originally, they had stated they would not fence.  
Elephant Hills Golf Course in Victoria Falls Town eventually had to be fenced because of the damage done by elephants 
and hippos.  Again, I don’t think the developers had a comment; Rennie Mushinge seemed surprised that the Elephant 
Hills Golf Course was now fenced.

The developers had mentioned that the environment would be improved by the addition of many trees and water features 
and that the birdlife would benefit from this.  A comment was made that the birdlife already has what it needs – a natural 
environment.  

One of the participants mentioned that the hotels would be under the flight path of Batoka Sky which has helicopters 
and microlights taking off regularly.  It is very noisy.  Rennie Mushinge said that he would have to consult with other 
tour operators in the area to see how this could be managed.  One participant stated that maybe Batoka Sky should be 
moved.  

Another comment was about the need for a golf course when Livingstone already had a golf course.  Surely it would 
be better to invest in Livingstone’s existing course rather than build another, especially that it was in the National Park.  
Rennie Mushinge stated that Livingstone Golf Course was very run down and that it was in the wrong place.  

Another comment was about mosquitoes.  The Maramba River is full of water hyacinth and polluted.  Rennie Mushinge 
said that they were addressing the issue with the Water Company.  

Someone mentioned that any development in the park had to go no higher than the height of the trees.  Looking at the 
plans, it seemed that the hotels would be three storeys and that they would go over the trees.  Rene Mushinge said that 
they would not be higher and that they would plant more trees so that the hotels would not be visible from the Zambezi 
River.  

So, that was about it.  The meeting was ended and most people went on to enjoy lunch.  I left to do my shopping and go 
home.  

I think you know me by now …  I looked up each company that was mentioned.  My first port of call was DH Engineering 
Consultants.  They did not have a website, just a Facebook page.  When I entered the Facebook page there was nothing 
there except there are no stories available.
I did find a story about Daniel Holmes:

DH Engineering Consultants
The missing link

Taking on aid projects in third world countries can often mean biting off more than you can chew; but as Alan Swaby 
learns, enlisting the help of local engineers can help avoid the pitfalls.



There’s something about working in under-developed countries that brings out the resourcefulness in people. Sure, it’s 
attractive being at the cutting edge of industry and being able to call on all the backup a multinational organisation can 
provide, but as Danny Holmes can testify, it’s not nearly as fulfilling as pitting your wits against the trials and tribulations of 
working in a county like Zambia.

“Outside of Lusaka,” he says, “the infrastructure is patchy as best. The M25 might have its problems but falling into a 
chasm while crossing a rickety, hand-made wooden bridge isn’t one of them.”

Holmes should know. Born and educated in Lusaka, he went to the UK’s University of Manchester Institute of Science 
and Technology (UMIST) to complete a degree in mechanical engineering. Rather than return immediately he worked for 
a further three years in the UK before returning home to work for various engineering consultancy firms and BP, and then 
striking out alone.

“The contracting scene is competitive enough here,” he says, “but nothing compared to the way economic cycles caused 
engineering companies in the UK to wax and wane, swallowing up others or in turn being swallowed themselves. In 
Zambia, I saw the opportunity to be my own master and be in control of my own future.”

The result is DH Engineering Consultants, providers of design, project management and commissioning services for 
electrical, mechanical and water related projects throughout Zambia. Just under half of the time, the group works with 
architects designing, project managing and then commissioning building services: air-conditioning, water, drainage 
and the like. A similar amount of time is spent supervising the building of service stations for a couple of the major oil 
companies.

“Zambia is woefully short of engineering skills,” says Holmes, “so close supervision of any type of work is absolutely 
essential and quite frankly, takes up most of our time on site.” …

And then I tried to find out more about Mukuba Property Development.  I couldn’t find a website for them either, although 
the company was mentioned in a few articles about their recent development in Kitwe.  



And then I thought about the elephants.  For me, elephants and people cannot co-exist in close proximity.  In the National 
Parks throughout Zambia (and Africa), visitors and tour operators give way to elephants; elephants are dominant.  But 
what about the town situation, like Livingstone?  In this situation, people have to be dominant for safety reasons.  

The elephants will not stay in the park or walk along designated corridors …  And they are big and powerful animals …

From http://science.jrank.org

Elephants need massive quantities of food, perhaps 136–159 kg a day.  The diet of elephants includes roots, bark, grass, 
leaves, berries, seedpods, and other fruits. Elephants never roam far from water, ... They may drink up to 189 litres of 
water a day, …

At this time of year the only water available for our elephants is the Zambezi River and a small section of Maramba River.

We are continuing to expand  Livingstone Town, with suburbs and development springing up all around.  I took the 
Google Earth map and put in (pink) all the present development plus the proposed Mukuba Development.  Many of the 
developments shown on the map are fenced, as is the Mosi-oa-Tunya Park.  

We can see that the elephant corridors are gradually being blocked by development, most of which have fences, some 
electric.   The Mukuba Development will block more water along the Maramba and Zambezi Rivers and will block their 
access to a major food source from the trees in that area.

During the past year we have had several deaths from elephants.  If we continue to block the elephants’ access to food 
and water there will be many more deaths as they bounce between one electric fence and another.  

I don’t know the answer.  This development is welcome in Livingstone; we need the jobs and the increase in the economy.  
But I don’t know what we do with our elephants …  do we have to cull them?  Or could Mukuba consider moving their 
development to a less sensitive location?  I think these are the only two options if we are to stop more deaths.



Baby elephant mud rescue
Conservation South Luangwa

What a wonderful feeling it is being able to rescue a tiny baby elephant stuck in mud and reunite him with his mum.

DNPW’s Dr. Lengwe called CSL / ZCP Dr. Mwamba to come and rescue this little chap from the mud. At that point Dr. 
Lengwe wasn’t sure if he’d survive, he could not move anything but his little trunk and he was exhausted. When we 
arrived half an hour later, I couldn’t even see him in the mud, he was so small and the same colour. A herd of elephants 
including his mum knew they couldn’t get him out and had moved away to feed and bathe. It’ not the first time we have 
done these rescues so we came prepared with ropes, shovels, strong men and after pulling and tugging we got the little 
guy out. He couldn’t stand so we had to help him to his feet, get him moving and get the blood circulating again. Mum still 
did not come back even after all his screaming while we were pulling him. We herded him in to the shade and towards the 
elephants nearby and mum and family eventually came towards him, where he started suckling immediately.
There are so many terrible wildlife and poaching stories everyday so we take great pleasure and satisfaction being able to 
help. Thanks to a great team effort.

ZAMBIA



Luangwa Bridge
Dan Jones to Northern Rhodesia & Zambia Group, or (the NRZ)

The Luangwa Bridge was constructed in the early 1930’s the foundations being steel tubes screwed into the sand bed of 
the rive to a depth of about 40 feet.
In the early 50’s it became apparent that considerable erosion was taking place around the piles.
In the late 60’s it was decided to replace the bridge with a cable stayed structure with the towers founded on solid rock 
outside the bed of the river.
While this construction was in progress, someone unknown demolished the Eastern most pier of the old bridge effectively 
cutting Eastern Province off from the rest of Zambia.
Within a couple of days, the army constructed a Baily bridge over the dry season river thus reconnecting the Province 
with the Line of Rail.
Construction of the new bridge was completed before the new rainy season brought down the next flood.

G: In May it was announced that the Japanese government had offerred to replace the bridge.  For me, this bridge 
has history and should be a National Monument.  I am hoping that the bridge will be kept and another one constructed 
alongside.



Game Rangers International

On 3rd November, Mulisani was successfully translocated from the Elephant Nursery in Lusaka to the Release Facility 
in Kafue National Park. At 3.5 years old, Mulisani had started to outgrow the Nursery, both physically and socially. As the 
oldest orphan of the herd, and the only male, he had started to behave aggressively towards the younger female orphans, 
rarely displaying any submissive behaviours, which are so important for his future release success and integration into 
a wild herd. Therefore, it was agreed by the team that is was time to introduce Mulisani to a larger herd where he is 
surrounded by older, more experienced elephants who he can learn from.

Mulisani was loaded into the Wildlife Rescue trailer, with temptation from his milk bottle, before setting off on the 10-
hour journey to his new home. The Head Keeper from the Elephant Nursery, Oliver, travelled with him to check up on 
him along the way. Upon arrival at his new home, Mulisani was guided into his stable by Oliver, where he safely stayed 
overnight. The following morning, Mulisani was introduced to his new herd, consisting of 11 elephants. Many interesting 
behaviours were observed and many interactions were exchanged as the herd members investigated the newcomer. 
They were intrigued, reaching their trunks through the fence that separated them during this introduction.

The matriarch of the herd, Chamilandu, affectionately greeted him. She was evidently streaming from her temporal 
glands, indicating her heightened emotion. She warmly welcomed Mulisani, frequently placing her protective trunk over 
his back, offering him the comfort he needed during this time of uncertainty.

Although Mulisani responded well to such interactions, he repeatedly searched for Oliver and headed towards him. During 
this overwhelming time, he found comfort in Oliver, who is staying at the Release Facility for a few days whilst he settles 
in. He has been joining the daily bush walks with the rest of the herd, although he is lagging behind a little, partly due to 
the fact that he isn’t used to walking such long distances and partly because he wants to stay close to the keepers.

Mulisani’s behaviour will be closely monitored over the coming days for any signs of stress but these initial interactions 
and behaviours suggest he will settle into his new home just fine.

With special thanks to GRI’s donors for making this important work possible. International Fund for Animal Welfare - 
IFAW, David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation, Olsen Animal Trust.



Bhejane Trust

On a Sunday afternoon early in September, a small group of Victoria Falls locals decided to walk the Liunga springline in 
the Zambezi Park, as there had been considerable lion activity along the spring. 

Half way up the springline, we found a thicket much favoured by lion, and the lion researcher went forward with one 
of our group who was armed for backup, while the rest of us stayed back. Those of us who stayed behind then heard 
three shots, followed shortly after by two very rapid shots. It turned out the 
two members of our team 
had been in the thicket when 
shooting erupted nearby, and on 
investigating, they encountered 
an armed poacher. There was a 
rapid exchange of fire, and the 
poacher went down with a .458 
slug through his leg just above 
the knee!

The poacher had just fired three 
shots into an elephant, which 
had run off wounded - we were 
unable to follow the elephant 
over the rocky terrain, and two 
days later an elephant was found 
floating dead in the Zambezi - we 
suspect this is the same one..

We caught up with our two 
members, who were by the 
wounded poacher. We then 
unloaded his weapon, dragged 
him into the shade, and while 
some of our party went to get a 
vehicle to recover him (he was deep in the bush), 

I had a good chance to interrogate him, and he admitted he had two accomplices with him who had escaped. They had 
crossed into Zimbabwe at one o’clock the previous night and planned to shoot an elephant, chop out the tusks and head 
straight back out - basically a hit and run tactic now used by the Zambians due to the losses they have suffered from 
Parks patrols. I got a lot of information from him, including his village, the name of his accomplices, the mekoro poler and 
the ivory buyer in Lusaka. He claimed this was his first time poaching, etc, but he was obviously an old hand. His shoes 
had plastic fur glued to the bottom for anti-tracking.

The poacher was casavaced to Mpilo Hospital in Bulawayo. Parks Investigations subsequently crossed into Zambia and 
met with their counterparts there, and they then followed up on the incident, and came up with a wealth of information. It 
turned out that the wounded poacher was a notorious poacher, who had been poaching for years. His wife showed the 
team where he hid his rifle, and told them he loaned money from his ivory sales to locals at 50% interest! They also found 
out the names of the local poaching co-ordinator in the area, and of the boatmen who ferried the poachers across the 
river. We wait to see if anything comes out of this from the Zambians, but in the meantime our poacher is still in remand in 
Mpilo Hospital - we know he is not going to run away!!

ZIMBABWE



Another WARTHOG - de-snared!
Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust

Some of you may recognize this little piggy from a previous post... a resident at the stables of Zambezi Horse Trails on 
the edge of the Zambezi National Park just outside Vic Falls town. Last month we removed a WIRE SNARE that had cut 
deep into his snout. Sadly he was targeted by subsistence BUSHMEAT poachers YET AGAIN last week, and this time the 
snare was around his mouth, obstructing his ability to feed.

Thanks to a report by Alison Baker, we darted him, but the contents of the dart didn’t inject fully so he was only semi-
immobilized, and still quite alert. But with Alison’s team of horse guides, Senior, Barrow, Malvern and the generous 
assistance of 4 Victoria Falls Anti Poaching Unit scouts (Thank you Philemon, Amos, Patrick and Archford) we were able 
to gently get hold of him and hold him down to cut the snare off. It’s quite amazing how many people it takes to hold down 
a warthog, they are STRONG!!

Thankfully the snare was only a day old so had not yet cut in to his flesh, so all he needed was a quick jab of antidote 
and he could go on his way! Thank you to ALL involved for another swift warthog rescue! We are SO PROUD to work 
TOGETHER to save our wildlife 

Sadly it seems the poachers are targeting specific warthogs by placing snares at the entrance to their burrows. We need 
to END THIS POACHING or we are not going to have any warthog left in Victoria Falls! 



NAMIBIA

BOTSWANA

Johannesburg Wildlife Veterinary Hospital

SAVING A SPECIES: We’re currently fighting for the life of a baby Temminck’s Ground pangolin that was fortunate to have 
been saved from the illegal wildlife trade. Having been starved for an extended period of time, she is highly compromised. 
We are doing everything we can to try and save her. Thanks to Dr Carter and Sr Serfontein at Fourways Vet Hospital for 
helping us with another world first for pangolins - placing a gastric peg tube. This goes directly into her stomach, which 
assists us in feeding her easily while we 
focus on monitoring and improving her 
condition.

Elephant Sands is with Paul Morel and 3 others.

Thank you, Landrover Club Botswana and Landrover Club SA for helping Elephant Sands counting Ellies at our 5 
watering points
Thanx Emile coming all the way with your kids from Mokopane SA.  We all came together for the love we have for the 
Elephants 



Krissi Schreiber is at Tsondab Valley Scenic Reserve.
Swakopmund, Namibia

Following the heavy rainfalls of last week I found our desert in bloom today 

Toni Hart

...a week after the rain and the South is green 
like fields in England with miles and miles of 
Lilies!

Possibly Ornithogalum candidum (tbc)



Frederick Green
Swakop Tour Company

Remains of an old and rather lonely grave in the 
Namib. 
Frederick Thomas Green was born in Montreal, 
Quebec in 1829 and moved to South Africa with his 
father and two brothers in 1844. Over the years, 
he traveled far and wide into Botswana (Green’s 
Baobab), up to the Okavango River as far as Andara. 
He traveled into Ovamboland with missionaries Hahn 
and Rath. One of Namibia’s national monuments, the 
Otjimbingwe Pulverturm was built by Green at a time 
when young brothers Wilhelm and Samuel Maharero 
as well as a son of King Shikongo shaKalulu of 
Ondonga attended the Augustineum Teacher’s 
College at Otjimbingwe. 

Green had participated in many battles between 
Oorlam Nama and Herero in the Otjimbingwe area, 
on the side of the Herero under chiefs Zeraua and 
Maharero.

He traveled with Charles John Andersson and also with the artist Thomas Baines. 
At around 1862 he had been married to a princess of the Herero royal house, 
Betsey Kaipukire ua Kandendu and they had a daughter, Ada Maria Green (1864-
08-24 – 1926-05-24). After the death of Betsey he married one of the Stewardson 
daughters, Kate. Kate raised Ada Maria and they had her educated at school in 
Cape Town. 
Frederick Green had spent several years traveling through Namibia with William 
Coates Palgrave. It was commissioner Palgrave too that buried Frederick Green at 
Haigamkhab on May 5, 1876, where he had suddenly died of a liver abcess while 
traveling from Walvis Bay en route to Otjimbingwe. Frederick Green was 47 years 
old.

Mburumba Kerina who had petitioned for Namibian independence with the UN in 
New York since the 1950’s is a great - great grandson of F. Green. He was born as 
Eric Getzen, but named himself Kerina (Herero pronounciation of Green).

Green had been a most influential man in Namibia 150 years ago. Nothing remains 
today of the Ebony tree under which his corpse had been buried. The pile of basalt 
rocks in the easternmost corner of Palmenhorst - Haigamkhab had been marking 
the spot for 140 years.

Women Rangers
African Parks

Mozambique’s first female sea-faring rangers have started their training at Bazaruto Archipelago National Park in 
Mozambique. After a tough selection process, 18 women were selected to undergo training that will help them become 
the protectors of this extraordinary park. This is the first time in Bazaruto’s history that more than 50% of the participants 
in Ranger training are women. They will undergo eight 
long weeks of intense training, in challenging conditions 
within this island seascape. This is a wonderful and 
critical step in building a needed ranger unit, made 
up of Mozambican nationals, who are protecting their 
own natural heritage. Bazaruto is home to the rare and 
elusive dugong along with other iconic species including 
dolphins, whales, sharks and turtles. However, the park’s 
biodiversity is under threat due to unsustainable resource 
utilisation, mainly due to overfishing. Our rangers are 
essential for protecting this seascape while also ensuring 
that the local communities who live there benefit from 
the park’s existence. If you’d like to send a message 
of support to this group of new female ranger recruits 
in Bazaruto, please do so in the comments section, as 
we will be sharing your words of encouragement with 
them along their own journey of becoming the parks 
protectors.

MOZAMBIQUE



Report on Dams
BBC

A new study says that many large scale hydropower projects in Europe and the US have been disastrous for the 
environment.  Dozens of these dams are being removed every year, with many considered dangerous and uneconomic.  
But the authors fear that the unsustainable nature of these projects has not been recognised in the developing world.

Thousands of new dams are now being planned for rivers in Africa and Asia.

Hydropower is the source of 71% of renewable energy throughout the world and has played a major role in the 
development of many countries.  But researchers say the building of dams in Europe and the US reached a peak in the 
1960s and has been in decline since then, with more now being dismantled than installed. Hydropower only supplies 
approximately 6% of US electricity.

Dams are now being removed at a rate of more than one a week on both sides of the Atlantic.

The problem, say the authors of this new paper, is that governments were blindsided by the prospect of cheap electricity 
without taking into account the full environmental and social costs of these installations.

More than 90% of dams built since the 1930s were more expensive than anticipated. They have damaged river 
ecology, displaced millions of people and have contributed to climate change by releasing greenhouse gases from the 
decomposition of flooded lands and forests.

“They make a rosy picture of the benefits, which are not fulfilled and the costs are ignored and passed on to society much 
later,” lead author Prof Emilio Moran, from Michigan State University, told BBC News.  His report cites the example of two 
dams on the Madeira river in Brazil, which were finished only five years ago, and are predicted to produce only a fraction 
of the power they were expected to generate because of climate change.

In the developing world, an estimated 3,700 dams, large and small are now in various stages of development.

The authors say their big worry is that many of the bigger projects will do irreparable damage to the major rivers on which 
they are likely to be built.

On the Congo river, the Grand Inga project is expected to produce more than a third of the total electricity currently being 
generated in Africa.  However, the new study points out that the main goal for the $80bn installation will be to provide 
electricity to industry.
“Over 90% of the energy from this project is going to go to South Africa for mining and the people in the Congo will not get 
that power,” said Prof Moran.

“The people that I study in Brazil, the power line goes over their heads and goes 4,000km from the area and none of the 
energy is being given to them locally.”
“The nice goal of rural electrification has become completely subverted by large scale interests who are pushing this 
technology and governments are open to being convinced by them that this is the way to go.” …

The authors say that with huge pressure on countries to press ahead with renewable energy developments, a mix of 
energy sources including hydro is the most sustainable approach.
“Large hydropower doesn’t have a future, that is our blunt conclusion,” said Prof Moran.
“To keep hydropower as part of the mix in the 21st century we should combine multiple sources of renewable energy,” 
said Prof Moran.

“There should be more investment in solar, wind and biomass, and hydro when appropriate. As long as we hold them to 
rigorous standards where the costs and benefits are truly transparent.”

The study has been published in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.

OTHER STUFF



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K11.55

P10.72
Nam$14.20

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

23°C (73)  34°C (93)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE

Overcast and gloomy ... no rain so far ...


