
Dear All

My header is from the David Livingtone Safari Lodge.  This is their resident water monitor.

Conservation Crisis

One of my readers, Richard 
Milburn, has been part of a project 
to develop a video game about 
wildlife conservation.  Part of the 
proceeds from the sale of the 
game go to conservation projects.  

I am sure this will be an excellent 
resource for all those involved in 
schools.  Have a look at 
www.tunzagames.com.

The Elephant Café 

The Elephant Cafe herd is all agog at this little guy. He was 
rescued in the early hours of this morning, after being left 
by his herd on Livingstone Fish Farm, reasons unknown. 
The local farm is luckily owned by conservationists Douglas 
and Shareen Reynolds. Douglas has vast experience with 
African wildlife and his staff managed to rescue the little guy 
with Zambian National Parks. He was brought straight to 
The Elephant Cafe where he was introduced to our herd. 
Excitement spread through our elephants with his arrival.  
Almost immediately he captured the heart of Liwa, one of our 
female elephants, and she took him under her care. Since 
his arrival, she has been by his side. Nyami has appointed 
herself surrogate sister. He is with us awaiting the arrival of 
Game Rangers International Rescue Team in partnership 
with Lusaka’s Lilayi Elephant Orphanage.They scrambled 
a team as soon as they got word. The team is flying down 
a private aircraft specially for him from Lusaka. He will be 
taken to Lilayi conservancy to join their herd and undergo rehabilitation in preparation for his release back into the wild 
one day.



Hippo Cull in South Luangwa on again

The plan to cull 1,500 hippo in South Luangwa which was stopped in 2016 is back on again.  It has been reported in 
the Zambian news - Lusaka Times and the Zambian Watchdog, as well as interntional newspapers.  A petition has been 
started to try to change the minds of the Zambian government so that the cull is stopped again.  https://www.change.
org/p/the-zambian-government-stop-the-slaughter-of-2-000-hippos-in-luangwa-national-park

The right to cull the hippo has been given to Umlilo Safaris of South Africa:  This is from their Facebook page:

Zambia,Luangwa Valley: Hippo Management Hunt 2018 
& 2019!
5 x Hippos PER hunter = 5 Full Days / 6 Nights (all 
included)
1 x 1 Hunt: $14 000 / €11 750 / £10 500
2 x 1 Hunt: $13 000 / €11 000 / £9 750
umlilosafaris@kirkwood.co.za
Francois Dorfling +27 82 826 5580
Johan Dorfling +27 79 503 9896

 

Below is the article from Born Free:  

ZAMBIA HIPPO CULL
Born Free is opposed to the Zambian government’s decision to allow trophy hunters to cull up to 2,000 hippos in the 
world-famous Luangwa River Valley over the next five years.
In 2016, Born Free revealed that the Zambian government planned to cull 400 hippos a year. Without providing robust, 
scientific evidence, the government claimed the cull was needed to prevent the future spread of anthrax among wild 
animals along a 250km stretch of riverine forest between Chikwa in North Luangwa and Lusangazi in South Luangwa. 
The cull was opened up to non-Zambian trophy hunters as a hunt marketed by a South African company. After Born Free 
broke the news, the cull was suspended.

However, Born Free has received news that the Zambian authorities have secretly overturned their 2016 decision and are 
once again promoting the cull to trophy hunters. Zambia’s Department of National Parks & Wildlife (DNPW) claims that 
the cull is a ‘wildlife management tool’ to prevent anthrax outbreaks due to high populations of hippo, compounded by 
unusually low rainfall.

Born Free asserts that this isn’t the case for the following reasons:

DNPW has, to date, failed to provide robust, scientific evidence demonstrating that there is an overpopulation of 
hippos in the Luangwa River or make public the Government of Zambia report that has previously been cited in their 
justification
DNPW have failed to provide robust, scientific evidence that clearly demonstrates that previous hippo culls in the 
Luangwa Valley have been successful in reducing the hippo population over the long-term.
DNPW has failed to provide rainfall and river level data showing that river levels and water flow in the Luangwa River 
are abnormally low and cannot sustain the current hippo population
DNPW has failed to provide credible, scientific evidence to show that such an indiscriminate hippo cull of healthy 
animals would prevent a future outbreak of anthrax – nor prevent the spread of an existing one.
Scientific evidence suggests that culling hippos stimulates breeding and ends up increasing the population, potentially 
establishing a vicious cycle of death and destruction.
Wild hippo numbers across Africa are under increasingly pressure with a maximum estimate of just 130,000 animals - 
about one third of the number of the high-profile African elephant. Furthermore, as efforts increase to end the trade in 
elephant ivory, hippos are being increasingly targeted for their ivory as a replacement. Latest data confirms that in the 
decade to 2016, more than 6,000 hippo teeth, 2,048 hippo tusks and a further 1,183 hippo ‘trophies’ were exported to 
EU Member States alongside thousands of other ‘parts and products’. International trade records show that from 2004-
2014 around 60,000 kg of hippo ivory were imported into Hong Kong.

Hippos are listed as ‘vulnerable’ on the International Union for the Conservation of Nature’s Red List of Threatened 
Species. There are thought to be just 115,000-130,000 living in the wild. The main threats to their survival are poaching, 
loss of habitat, deforestation and pollution.

ZAMBIA



Dam on the Luangwa River

Another environmental issue facing the people of the Luangwa valley is the proposed dam downstream of the park.  In 
Zambia we know the impact of dams on our rivers and how the environment changes up and downstream.  The Kafue 
River is dammed at Itezhi-Tezhi, then Kafue Gorge, with another dam being constructed in the Kafue Gorge.  The 
Zambezi is dammed at Kariba with another dam planned for Batoka Gorge.  There are many small dams already on other 
rivers with more planned for the future.  The thinking is to preserve water in areas for irrigation as well as to produce 
electricity.  
However the dam on the Luangwa does not sit well with many conservationists and now Senior Chief Luembe of the 
Nseng people has joined in the protests against its construction.  Senior Chief Luembe has previously been vocal about 
forest protection.  

Chief stands against proposed dam on Luangwa river
WWF
Normally a vibrant and jovial man, Senior Chief Luembe appears pensive. He stares at the walking stick gripped firmly his 
hands, a traditional symbol of authority in Zambia. Carved at its top are “the big five,” the most iconic animals that live in 
his Luangwa Valley: a leopard, lion, rhino, buffalo and elephant. The wildlife, and the nature that supports them, are part 
of what makes his chiefdom so special.

“Our chiefdom is one of the few chiefdoms that still have the natural habitat of our country. And it has one of Zambia’s 
greatest rivers, the Luangwa,” he said. With admiration in his voice, he goes on to describe the river—its sandy banks, 
seasonal flows, value to his people. “It gives them water. It gives them fish. It gives them just the natural value of being in 
a natural place.” And, he adds, “it supports the wildlife around which the tourism economy is centered.”

Formerly an avionics engineer living in Zambia’s capital 
city, Lusaka, Chief Luembe moved with his wife to the 
rural setting after his brother died and the responsibility of 
governing was passed to him. It’s a responsibility he doesn’t 
take lightly.

“I value everything that I have in my chiefdom,” Senior Chief 
Luembe said. “That’s what a chief is all about. It’s not about 
himself. It’s about the people, and how you look after your 
people. That’s what it means to be chief.”

For the chief, the news of a proposed dam at nearby Ndevu 
Gorge is devastating. His land, along with that of 11 other 
chiefdoms, would be flooded or severely impacted by the 
development. His people would be relocated, and likely not 
for the better. As proof, he points to the Kariba dam, built 
downstream on the Zambezi River in the 1950s, which displaced almost 60,000 people and over 6,000 animals. It’s still 
known as the worst dam-resettlement disaster in African history, and, according to anthropologist Thayer Scudder, most 
of the people relocated “are still ‘development refugees.’”

Furthermore, the developers promise the dam will bring access to electricity and different economic opportunities. 
However, Senior Chief Luembe warns that even the local communities and chiefdoms that won’t be flooded and displaced 
may still not benefit from the dam. As with Kariba, they may find power lines passing over their heads, bringing energy to 
meet the needs of more developed areas.

To be clear, Senior Chief Luembe isn’t against dams. But, like many others, he wants the right dams in the right places—
and the Luangwa just doesn’t make sense. “It’s seasonal. It’s sandy. It’s not the right river for power generation. Let us 
look at alternative locations.” From the top of his head, he lists numerous rivers that can be dammed to generate more 
power without major impacts on natural habitats and without displacing large amounts of people.

Senior Chief Luembe, WWF and many others, are fighting to keep the Luangwa wild and free. For the chief, his people 
are at the heart of his actions: “Let’s not take advantage of people’s innocence, but let’s understand their cry. If they don’t 
want a developmental project for some reasons, let’s listen to them.”

Elephant Connection

We have been investigating elephant sightings in the 
communities south of Kafue National Park for our upcoming 
elephant collaring operation this month. Our newest 
elephant movement study will inform us about the current 
status of Zambian wildlife movement corridors in the 
Zambezi-Chobe floodplain Wildlife Dispersal Area of KAZA 
TFCA www.kavangozambezi.org This Wildlife Dispersal 
Area connects Kafue National Park’s 6000+ elephants 
with other KAZA landscapes in Namibia, Botswana 
and Zimbabwe, and we are keen to see how effectively 
elephants are able to move across this connecting 
landscape.



BULOSHI 101: WITCHCRAFT TO BE TAUGHT AT UNZA; FIRST INTAKE OF 
20 WITCHES ACCEPTED
Mwebantu

UNESCO has given the University of Zambia 340,000 Dollars to develop 
a Degree Programme to safeguard Intangible Heritage with the first intake 
comprising of 20 students.

Intangible Heritage comprises of practices such as Witchcraft, social practices 
such as expression through music, Knowledge, skills-as well as the instruments, 
objects, artifacts and rituals, the Zambia National Commission for UNESCO has 
explained.

According Dr. Charles Ndakala, the Zambia National Commission for UNESCO 
Secretary General, despite efforts in safeguarding cultural heritage, there are 

cases of destruction 
of priceless culture 
heritage in certain 
countries which 
threatens traditions and 
customs.

He spoke to Hot FM 
News on the sidelines 
of a five days’ workshop 
for the orientation of UNZA Lecturers on Intangible Culture 
Heritage.

G:  This is an incredible move to ensure Zambia’s heritage.  We 
tend to poo-poo the old ideas of traditional beliefs and medicines 
but they worked for hundreds of years.  These traditions need to 
be written down and the medicines need to be researched.  

GRI - Zambia
 
During the early dry season the Kafue Fire Fighting Unit works 
with operators and Department of National Parks & Wildlife 
to create fire breaks by burning black lines across the Kafue 
landscape and into the Game Management Areas.

Human Wildlife Conflict Mitigation.
Conservation South Luangwa 
 
CSL’s Ruth Chitindi mixes a special home made chilli liquid, injects them in to ping pong 
balls which will be used in our chilli blasting guns. This deters crop raiding elephants 
from fields nearby. Ruth also manages CSL’s HWC database full time and is doing an 
additional degree.



A Victoria Falls consultancy firm says it has raised $300 million to set up a solar and hydro-energy plant along 
the Zambezi River.
Newsday

The plant, according to projections, is expected to produce 
125 megawatts of electricity. Some of the energy produced will 
be fed into the national power grid.  Tendai Tidings Musasa, 
the Southpole Stalwardbuilt Zimbabwe in-country director told 
NewsDay Weekender.
“We have pooled funding to the tune of $300 million for the 
project. This will be used for the construction of the solar plant, 
training of personnel who will use the equipment that we have 
procured for the plant, as well as administration of the project,” 
he said.
“We have acquired new technology for this project. We will 
also be using hydro turbines which will be installed in the 
Zambezi for the generation of energy. Part of the power that 
will be generated from this project will be pumped to our data 
centre while the other part will be put up in the grid for the 
town of Victoria Falls,” he added.

Documents shown to NewsDay Weekender indicate that the 
project was approved by the Zimbabwe Investment Authority 
(ZIA) with its budget being factored into the ZIA foreign direct 
investment account.

ZIA chief executive officer, Richard Mbaiwa in a letter to 
Musasa confirming the approval of the project, said the 
authority expects it to commence this month.
“I am pleased to advise that the Zimbabwe Investment 
Authority has approved your application for an investment 
licence to engage in integrated renewable energy, ICT, rail, 
and road infrastructure development project in Victoria Falls.
“The authority expects you to commence implementation of 
the project within six months from the date of approval,” he 
said in a letter addressed to Musasa.

According to documents at hand, the project will be 
implemented in partnership with Stalwart Green Global 
International, an American institution. …

G: I looked up Southpole Stalwardbuilt and found that it was 
registered in 2016.  Their website was not encouraging with 
several spelling mistakes.  Obviously, though, the company 
must have some reputation from its owners to be able to raise 
US$300million.  

Huge boost for Vic Falls as UAE investors to build world class hospital, motor racing course, shopping mall and 
a hotel
New Zimbabwe

THE Zimbabwe Tourism Authority (ZTA) says Victoria Falls will soon become the best world destination following a visit 
by investors from United Arab Emirates (UAE) who have expressed interest in developing state-of-the-art medical, grand 
prix, hotel and shopping mall facilities.

A technical team from UAE was in the resort town on Tuesday where it held a meeting with ZTA officials and Victoria Falls 
Municipality to assess the state of affairs in the country’s prime destination.

Coming out of the closed door meeting, ZTA chief executive, Karikoga Kaseke, said the delegation was happy with what it 
had seen and was ready to pour in a huge investment.

“We met them when we went to Dubai with the Minister (Tourism and Hospitality Industry Prisca Mupfumira) and they 
expressed interest in investing in a tourist destination. Their choice was Victoria Falls which is why they are here,” said 
Kaseke.

He said the investment, whose amount is still under wraps, would be towards developing a state of the-art-hospital to be 
used as a world referral centre, a motor racing course, a shopping mall and hotel.

ZIMBABWE



Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust

On Saturday, our team at the Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust successfully removed another wire snare, this time from a female 
buffalo on the Wild Horizons property. 
The poaching problem here in Victoria Falls at the moment is rife! In the past week alone, we have had more than 5 
reports of snared lions, elephants buffalo and warthog!
Many thanks to Alison Baker with her horses from Zambezi Horse Trails who allowed us to closer access to the animal on 
horseback for a safer and more accurate immobilisation. We are also grateful to the Wild Horizons scouts who reported 
the case and assisted with the procedure. The buffalo since returned safely to her herd. 

Wildlife Vets Namibia is at Kalahari Game Lodge.

Last week we had a busy week down south in the Kalahari. On one of 
our jobs we darted two lionesses and gave them a birth control implant. 
Contraception is an essential tool for controlling reproduction in captive 
and free-ranging lions. We use the long-acting implant Suprelorin. This 
implant is injected under the skin, and deregulates the stimulation of both 
the luteinizing hormone (LH) and follicle stimulating hormone (FSH). The 
overall result is down-regulation of ovarian functions. The implant is safe to 
use, and reversible.

We have done several giraffe translocations recently. Our latest one was in 
the Kalahari. It is not easy to move giraffes, you need an experienced team 
and proper equipment. Once the giraffe is immobilized, the ground team 
needs to get to the giraffe as quickly as possible. We pick it’s head up, 
put a mask and halter on, and wake it up. We then walk the giraffe to our 

specialized field giraffe/rhino trailer. We never tie the legs, we 
have much better experiences with gently tapping the back legs 
with a rope. As this is annoying, they move forward. The less 
stress and handling, the better the giraffes respond! When we 
transport giraffes over longer distances, we load them from our 
small trailer into our big giraffe trailer. As the giraffes did not went 
far, we transported two at the time in this trailer, and offloaded 
them. Releasing them is always the best part of the operation!

NAMIBIA



Raptors Botswana

Depressing memories from June 2017 at a poison site where wild dogs, white-
headed, white-backed and lappet-faced vultures were killed.  However the 
rescued and rehabilitated lappet is a big positive, with the map showing in the last 
2 months moves to the SW of Botswana, into Nambibia and back to the Delta!

NEW TOURISM ROUTE IN THE ETOSHA, KHAUDUM AND WATERBERG TRIANGLE DEVELOPED TO ATTRACT 
MORE VISITORS
Namibian Economist

The Omuramba Meander route, a new regional tourism 
initiative in north-eastern central parts of the country’s is 
set to attract more visitors following assistance from the 
Ministry of Urban and Rural Development.  According 
to the Omuranda Meander Committee, the only way to 
boost the routes was to establish 40 accommodations, 
activity providers, museums, arts and crafts markets and 
municipalities in the region.

Andre Neethling, Chairman of the Committee said the 
Omuramba Meander initiative serves to raise awareness 
for the variety of experiences the region has to offer.
“Our region is not only a great stop over en route between 
Windhoek and Etosha or the Zambezi region, but also a 
destination on its own inviting you to explore or as we like 
to say to meander,” he said.

The Ministry of Urban and Rural Development who is the 
initiator, contracted the non-profit organisation Open Africa 
to develop the route.  Its aim is to ensure the increase the benefits from tourism for urban and rural communities and the 
Open Africa compiled information and photos of attraction and tourism products in the region.

http://www.openafrica.org/experiences/route/153-the-omuramba-meander

BOTSWANA



Okavango Wilderness Project

The Okavango Wilderness Project is travelling the rivers in Angola which lead to the Cuito River.  The Cuito River 
becomes the Kavango in Namibia and then the Okavango in Botswana which ends its life in the Okavango Delta.  

From the #kembo18 team: 
Few people realize the challenges of field work. While 
the transcendence of a star-littered sky, the warmth of a 
crackling fire or a hyena’s distant cackle in the morning are 
deeply rewarding, it belies the hardships of working in this 
environment. Braving Angola’s bitterly cold winter mornings 
to retrieve my fish net and start processing the night’s catch 
kick off a day of gathering information on the Kembo 
river. Fast forward an hour or two and the blistering sun 
starts beating down on the clear waters we are now 
paddling on. Three herons are flushed from the reeds, 
a kingfisher shoots across the channel, while a startled 
crocodile slides off its sunny perch on the river bank. I undo 
a small waterproof bag and take out a tablet to document 
these sightings, while my captain is urging me to hurry up 
and help him claw through another tree blockage. Come 
1pm, we stop for lunch. Swarmed by sweat bees and 
mosquitoes, with sunscreen-infused sweat partially blinding 
me, I dig out a handheld sensor to test the river’s water 
quality. Despite these vexations, my eagerness to ensure their preservation is unyielding, as every record entered moves 
us closer to protecting these life-bearing waters.

Our last campsite on the Kembo river was set next to an area with huge termite mounds, some of which were larger than 
out tents. Our biggest challenge this time was to find firewood for the cold night as most dry branches on this small island 
with trees had already been “processed” by the termites and were hollow. Like ants and some bees and wasps, termites 
divide labour among castes consisting of sterile male and female “workers” and “soldiers”. All colonies have fertile 
males called “kings” and one or more fertile females called “queens”. #Termites mostly feed on dead plant material and 
cellulose, generally in the form of wood, leaf litter, soil, or animal dung. Termites are major #detritivores and their recycling 
of wood and plant matter is of considerable ecological importance.

ANGOLA



African Parks

A recent defector from the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) reconfirms that Joseph Kony, a warlord and their rebel 
commander, has been increasingly amassing funds and resources from lucrative deals from the illegal sale of ivory. 
Recently, Patrick Kidega, who was in the rebel ranks for 16 years but defected in December last year, said that since 
2013 Kony frequently sent him and other fighters to Garamba National Park in the DRC on specific missions “to kill 
as many elephants as possible to harvest their ivory”. A 2015 report released by Enough Project, states that the LRA 
rebels transport the poached ivory through DRC, CAR and pass it along to Sudanese merchants and at times passing 
them directly to Sudanese officers within the armed forces. Kidega went on to say that Kony “trades ivory for guns, 
food, and ammunition for his rebels and medical supplies”. While Garamba is often referred to as ground zero in the 
elephant poaching wars in Africa – a World Heritage Site that had 22,000 as recently as the 1970’s, but today fewer than 
1,200 remain - we have been making strides. Managed 
in partnership with the ICCN since 2010, in response to 
the poaching threat we completely overhauled our law 
enforcement strategy in 2016 thanks to support from the 
European Union, Wildcat Foundation and others. We 
better outfitted and trained our rangers, and are utilizing 
new technology to be able to meet these threats head on; 
and we are finally gaining ground. Poaching of elephants 
was down 50% last year for the first time in years; surveys 
have shown a significant reduction of illegal activity in the 
park; and key wildlife populations including giraffe and 
hartebeest have stabilised or are on the rise. Even more, 
the park and our rangers are providing needed security 
leading to a better existence for surrounding communities – 
through employment, delivering education and healthcare, 
and through sustainable development. While the threats 
are heavy and ever present, and the LRA and other 
criminal networks target the parks remaining wildlife, hope 
for people and elephants is emerging in this once forgotten 
place – giving rise to decency, and civility once again.

Map from The Enough Project

DRC



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K10.05

P10.16
Nam$13.30

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

11°C (52)  29°C (84)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE

Last week it was reported that Matopos 
reached -4° ...

Enjoying the Zambezi


