
Dear All

My header is from the Livingstone Cultural Festival.  A group of acrobats performed on the concrete floor (?!!!)  They 
were good and based in Livingstone.  I think local tour operators might like to keep the phone numbers handy in case you 
would like them to perform: 
Joseph on 0966 602809 or 0950 676441.

I really wanted to see some of the Festival.  The programme was on Friday and Saturday.  Friday was the performances 
and Saturday the carnival through town.  I couldn’t see the point of watching trucks driving through town with dancers 
and singers loaded, so I opted for the Friday session at Maramba Cultural Centre.  Performances were planned to start at 
9am.  Knowing that few things start on time, I arrived at 10am.  The chairs were just being put out and I seemed to be the 
only member of the audience.  I got a chair and waited. 

I looked around.  Government had stated that the Cultural Centre would be repaired after the fire.  But it had not.  It was 
very grim with charred remains still evident.  I wondered then, whether it might have been better for forgo the festival 
this year and spend that money on the repairs.  Instead of the thatched roofs which had burned, ZTB had had to erect 
marquees and it looked terrible.  The water features were all dry … the grass yellow and straggly.  

By around 9.45, after lots of testing of the audio equipment, the presenter said that the cultural groups could have a 
warm-up session while we waited for the VIPs.  I watched happily through about 8 short performances and then, by 
11am the VIPs arrived.  We sang all three verses of the National Anthem and had a prayer and then … the performances 
started all over again from the beginning.  Knowing that I would now have to sit through the same stuff I had already seen 
for at least one hour, I gave up.  I went back stage to find out some extra information.    

The presenter had not mentioned the ethnic groups which were performing.  He just told us the province from which they 
came.  I found out more.  The Northeastern groups were Mambwe/Lungu from Mpulungu and Bemba from Kasama.  
Southern Province had the Tonga and Toka Leya.  Western Province had the Nkoya from Kaoma.  Northwestern province 
had the Kaonde.  

There were several groups I did not get to see.  I 
noticed Lozi, Ngoni and several others but patience 
was lacking ….  I was home by the time they came on 
stage …

One of my big irritations was that I was asked several 
times to move.  Having been the first one there I 
felt I had the right to stay exactly as I was; I couldn’t 
understand why people would sit behind me and then 
say I was blocking their view.  

I will put more photos and some videos on A Window on 
Zambia for the May newsletter which will be wending its way to you later …



DETERMINED KANG’OMBE CHANGING KITWE
Zambezi Reporters

Zambia’s youngest city father shows a good example of what hard work 
can do

Kitwe Mayor wrote:
Lay-by and Walkways at former Eye-Ward (Pamsco) on Independence 
Avenue, Kitwe are 95% paved. Profound thanks for the donations from 
you the residents & well wishers

ZAMBIA

National parks tourist visits drop
Daily Mail

Zambia has recorded a 10.4 percent reduction in the number of tourists’ visits to major national parks in the last one year 
due to poor access roads.
According to the latest report released by the Ministry of Tourism and Arts, the country’s major national parks recorded 
96,303 local and foreign tourists visited in 2017 compared to 107,464 in 2016.
Visits to South Luangwa, Lusaka, Kafue National Parks as well as Lower Zambezi National Park reduced by 17.6 percent, 
13.5 percent, 13.4 percent and 6.5 percent, respectively.
“In 2017, tourist visits to major national parks decreased by 10.4 percent… Inadequate infrastructure such as poor access 
roads mainly explained the reduction,” the report reads in part.

G:  Zambia has an excellent reputation for the luxury market where our visitors fly in, fly between destinations and fly out 
again.  I doubt that this market has seen a downturn.  It is the self-drive visitor which has probably decreased.  I am sure 
that the road infrastructure has got a lot to do with fewer tourists.  I have seen complaints on the internet from visitors on 
the Kazungula-Sesheke road and the Mazabuka-Turnpike road.  However, I also know that our borders are a major block 
for tourists.  Until we improve the service at borders we will never attract more tourists.  

Conservation South Luangwa

A very sad and big loss to both CSL and DNPW on the tragic death of 
our colleague. Yesterday we buried our friend and colleague Jimmy 
Chilepa. Jimmy had been with CSL for over 8 years and was highly 
regarded as one of our strongest, bravest and hard working scouts. Very 
quiet and unassuming, Jimmy generated excellent results with his team. 
We are devastated at the loss of Jimmy who was tragically killed by an 
elephant in unfortunate circumstances whilst on patrol. Our condolences 
to his family, friends and colleagues. His name will live with us forever. 
May we take the time once again to remember our men and women who 
risk and lose their lives. MHSRIP.



Born Free pleads with Zambian President to spare the lives of 2,000 wild hippos
Hippo massacre could be bloody reality if government-approved cull goes ahead
Lusaka Times

In a shocking and secretive move, Zambian authorities have overturned their 2016 decision to suspend the brutal culling 
of up to 2,000 hippos in the world-famous Luangwa Valley over the next five years. The cull is once again being promoted 
to trophy hunters as a hunt, this time by the South African hunting outfitter Umlilo Safaris. Wildlife charity, Born Free, 
who led efforts to stop the slaughter in 2016, is calling for the authorities to urgently re-consider and abort this barbaric 
agreement that only benefits private safari hunting companies and trophy hunters.

Born Free President, Will Travers OBE, stated: “Our sources reveal that the government has moved swiftly to reinstate 
the cull, perhaps hoping this would go unnoticed. Far from it! They are, apparently, using the same flawed rational for 
the slaughter as last time – a preventative measure to avoid a future outbreak of anthrax, combined with an assertion 
that low rainfall will exacerbate the situation. They also appear not to have informed key stakeholders in the Luangwa 
Valley, including the Luangwa Safari Association and the District Commissioner. The negative consequences for 
thousands of hippo and Zambia’s reputation as a wildlife tourism destination – the proposed cull site can be seen from the 
internationally-renowned Chichele Lodge – cannot be under-estimated.”

The Zambian Ministry of Justice has apparently decided that the original and discredited contract between The 
Department of National Parks & Wildlife (DNPW) and Mabwe Safaris – the Zambian company who were awarded the 
culling contract last time – should be honoured and that the cull is to start imminently. Hunting camps are already being 
set up. However, the original contract was, in Born Free’s view, based on false information and should be rescinded.
The DNPW is seeking to justify the cull by claiming it is a ‘wildlife management tool’ to prevent anthrax outbreaks among 
wildlife due to high populations of hippo, compounded by unusually low rainfall in Luangwa. However, Born Free asserts 
that this isn’t the case.

Will Travers confirmed: “Leaving to one side the vitally important moral and ethical arguments, these same justifications 
attempted last time should be rejected, again, for the following reasons:
DNPW has, to date, failed to provide robust, scientific evidence demonstrating that there is an overpopulation of hippos in 
the Luangwa River or make public the Government of Zambia report that has previously been cited in their justification
DNPW have failed to provide robust, scientific evidence that clearly demonstrates that previous hippo culls in the 
Luangwa Valley have been successful in reducing the hippo population over the long-term.
DNPW has failed to provide rainfall and river level data showing that river levels and water flow in the Luangwa River are 
abnormally low and cannot sustain the current hippo population
DNPW has failed to provide credible, scientific evidence to show that such an indiscriminate hippo cull of healthy animals 
would prevent a future outbreak of anthrax – nor prevent the spread of an existing one.  Scientific evidence suggests that 
culling hippos stimulates breeding and ends up increasing the population, potentially establishing a vicious cycle of death 
and destruction.
 
Wild hippo numbers across Africa are under increasingly pressure with a maximum estimate of just 130,000 animals – 
about one third of the number of the high-profile African elephant. Furthermore, as efforts increase to end the trade in 
elephant ivory, hippos are being increasingly targeted for their ivory as a replacement. Latest data confirms that in the 
decade to 2016, more than 6,000 hippo teeth, 2,048 hippo tusks and a further 1,183 hippo ‘trophies’ were exported to EU 
Member States alongside thousands of other ‘parts and products’. International trade records show that from 2004-2014 
around 60,000 kg of hippo ivory were imported into Hong Kong.”

Travers concluded: “Born Free is asking national and international wildlife conservation organisations, concerned 
individuals and those who have a strong affinity with hippos, to join us in calling on the President of Zambia, His 
Excellency Edgar Chagwa Lungu, to personally intervene and call a permanent halt to this damaging and distressing 
plan, with immediate effect.”

Culling of Hippos is a Primitive Conservation Strategy- Sinkamba
Lusaka Times

Green Party President Peter Sinkamba says there are more civilized ways for sustainable management wildlife than 
culling. Mr. Sinkamba said culling of wildlife is not an option but a primitive conservation strategy.  Reacting to the 
disclosure that the Zambian authorities plan to proceed with the aborted 2016 programme intended to cull up to 2,000 
hippos in the Luangwa Valley, allegedly for overpopulation, the Green Party leader said Zambia needs to learn from other 
countries such as Kenya and Tanzania what to do to wildlife when confronted with overpopulation and drought conditions.

“… Luangwa Valley is not the only Game Park in Zambia. We have about 20 National Game Parks and over 30 game 
reserves. In fact, most, if not all the parks require restocking. A serious environmentally-conscious government would 
have opted for relocation than culling. We must take a leaf from the Republics of Kenya and Tanzania that relocate their 
animals when conditions dictate,” Mr. Sinkamba said. …



Zambia Primate Project

Another life saved this week on ZPP’s rescue mission to Petauke. This young male 
vervet monkey called “Paul” was rescued from illegal captivity in Petauke Tasara 
compound. He had been in captivty for 7 months. He was in fact very healthy and 
being well looked after despite his captivity. The “owner” acknowledged that monkeys 
were social animals and needed to be with others of their own kind and gave him up 
willingly to be intergrated with other rescued monkeys and returned to the wild. The 
second monkey that we had targeted for rescue from Kaloko village was not so lucky. 
He sadly died ahead of us reaching him.



ZPC needs $43m for Deka project
The Herald

The Zimbabwe Power Company (ZPC) now needs $48 million to finance construction of the Deka Water Pipeline project, 
which supplies cooling water to Hwange Power Station, after an independent review of the project upgraded the budget 
from the initial $28 million.

ZPC had been working to upgrade the old Deka water pipeline’s low and high lift pumps and thereafter lay a new pipeline 
to draw water from the Zambezi River to Hwange Power Station. India Eximbank agreed to fund the project.

Hwange Power Station will require significantly more water and a more efficient transportation system to draw the water 
from the Zambezi River given that ongoing efforts to expand the 920MW plant by a further 600MW at a cost of $1,4 billion 
will increase demand for water. …

G:  Two things struck me in this article.  Firstly is more water to be taken from the Zambezi River.  Secondly is the way we 
throw around such large numbers of dollars … how can US$28 million suddenly become US$48 million ???

ZIMBABWE

Bhejane Trust

A Parks patrol near Shapi in the Hwange Main Camp area found an elephant carcass with the tusks removed. On 
following up on spoor they encountered three poachers and opened fire. They did not manage to hit any poachers, but 
forced them to drop a .303 rifle, ammunition, a set of tusks, rations and personal items. Follow up investigations are 
continuing

Parks Investigations, working with the ZRP, arrested two persons In Hwange in possession of pangolin scales. This 
follows a prolonged investigation acting on information received. The suspects are remanded in custody pending 
sentencing. Well done to the Investigations staff for a very successful undercover operation!

RAPHAKA, BRETH SIGN KAZA AGREEMENT
BWgovernment

A 15.5 million Euros (P154.7 million) financing agreement for the Kavango Zambezi (KAZA) transfrontier conservation 
area was this week signed to mark a commitment by Germany to further support the programme.

Permanent secretary in the Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources Conservation and Tourism, Mr Thato Raphaka 
signed the agreement on behalf of the five partner states of Botswana, Angola, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe, while 
the German Ambassador to Botswana, Mr Ralph Breth represented Germany. …

BOTSWANA



From National Geographic
Okavango Wilderness Project
…
Beginning in 2015, National Geographic Explorer Dr. Steve Boyes and an interdisciplinary team including Angolan, 
Namibian, and South African scientists began working together to explore and protect the rivers in Angola. Through 
a series of unique canoe- and mountain bike–based expeditions into the least known, most inaccessible parts of the 
watershed in southeastern Angola, they have been surveying the sources of the river systems and collecting data to help 
inform strategies to protect them.

The team is using their scientific and survey work to build connections among governments, non-governmental 
organizations, and local communities to help inform planning for the long-term goal of establishing sustainable 
management of the Okavango watershed’s source rivers to protect them forever.

The Route
The Okavango Wilderness Project’s 2018 expedition focuses on the eastern-most section of their survey area in Angola. 
This year’s ambitious trek will take the team down the length of the Cuando River, a journey that will allow them to explore 
the intersection of the Okavango and Zambezi Basins, two of the largest in southern Africa.  

The Cuando River expedition will  take the team through four countries, originating in the central plateau of Angola, 
straddling the border of Zambia, flowing through Namibia, and culminating in the Linyanti swamps on the border of 
Botswana. If seasonal flooding allows, the Okavango Wilderness Project team will be able to study the unique floodway 
that develops in years of particularly high rainfall and connects the Okavango and Zambezi Basins through the Selinda 
Spillway. 

Much of the 2018 expedition will cover uncharted territory among the vast marshy floodplains and endless channels of 
southeastern Angola. 

The Mission
This expedition marks the culmination 
of a four-year endeavor to explore 
the vast wilderness surrounding the 
source lakes of the Angolan highlands 
and trace the water that feeds the 
Okavango Delta from its source. The 
team’s previous treks explored the 
two other major river systems that 
feed the Okavango Delta: the Cuito 
and the Cubango Rivers. This year, 
the Okavango Wilderness Project is 
studying the Cuando River, venturing 
into the heart of the region and 
trekking through the remote reaches 
of the Basin in search of evidence of 
Africa’s most iconic wildlife.

The team will start at the origin of the 
river in the Angolan highlands, setting 
up camera traps and conducting 
surveys to document the biodiversity 
in the area before setting off down 
the Cuando River. Two teams will 
launch separately at two of the river’s 
tributaries before reuniting at the 
confluence of the rivers. As they make 
their way south in their mokoros, 
or traditional canoes, the team will 
continuously gather data on wildlife 
and water quality to better understand 
the impact of human activity in the 
region and inform the development 
of policies to protect this important 
landscape. Map from Researchgate



Okavango Wilderness Project Update

2 Teams on two different rivers 200km apart, hoping 
to join up at the confluence in Angola in a few weeks 
time. Here are the latest updates from both teams:

From the #Cuando18 team: what everyone was hoping 
for. Paddling starts at 9am and very little can stop us 
before our 1pm lunch break. Having passed a few of 
these heavenly river side beaches, our paddle strokes 
growing heavy, and the sun pounding down on us, 
anticipation mounted. Such a relief to put our feet (or 
in some cases whole bodies) in the cool crystal clear 
waters of the Cuando river we travel (Photo Luke 
Manson).

#Kembo18: The Kembo is one of the most beautiful 
pieces of flowing water we have ever seen, but my 
word, is it a difficult one to stay with and follow!
The trees that block our path are relentless obstacles 
in following the Kembo’s waters, but growing in these 
crystalline waters they help create one of the most 
magical environment! (Photo Chris Boyes)



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K10.25

P10.00
Nam$12.65

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

14°C (57)  30°C (86)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE
Sorry, couldn’t find anything funny in the news this time ...


