
Dear All

My header is of the Port Office in Livingstone.  It is always a bottleneck on the road as the trucks come into the area for 
clearing.  I thought we were supposed to be given a new ZRA office outside of town.  It certainly would make a lot of 
difference.  

ZTA needs K3million to host festival
Daily Mail

The Zambia Tourism Agency has said about K3million is needed to successfully host this year’s Livingstone International 
Culture and Arts Festival (LICAF).
LICAF is an annual event that aims at showcasing Zambia’s rich cultural heritage and also increases tourist arrivals not 
only in Livingstone but across the country.
This year’s event will be held side by side with the Zambian Breweries ‘Mosi Day of Thunder’ from May 24 to 26.
ZTA chief executive officer Felix Chaila said the two events will culminate into a grand finale of LICAF, including activities 
such as dances, food, fashion and other intangible heritage in the country.

G: Surely it’s a bit late now to be asking for funds?

LIVINGSTONE

Livingstone International Cultural and Arts Festival
The festival is among the fastest growing in Africa ,making Livingstone-
Zambia an irresistible destination if you want to experience the thrill and 
hypnotizing power of African music and dance; 73 Zambian tribes from 10 
countries.. encapsulated in one festival ..  

24-26 May



Japan commits to constructing a bridge across the Luangwa river
Lusaka Times

The Japanese government has committed to construct a bridge across the Luangwa river on the Great East road to 
replace the existing suspended bridge. Japan is also willing to give Zambia a grant to construct the bridge.

Japanese Deputy Minister of Lands Infrastructure Transport and Tourism Yoshiyuki Aoki revealed this when he met 
Minister of Housing and Infrastructure Development Ronald Chitotela in Johannesburg, South Africa.

And Mr. Chitotela says a team of experts from Japan will be visiting Zambia to carry out an assessment on the type of 
bridge to put up and how much it will cost. …

From WikiVisually
The First Luangwa Bridge was built in Zambia’s colonial era 
in 1932 as a narrow 300 m long wide steel and reinforced 
concrete deck on concrete piers and columns, financed, 
like the Chirundu Bridge and Beit Bridge by the Beit Trust. 
Its proximity to Mozambique (about 2 km) and Rhodesia 
(60 km), as well as its status as the only access point 
within the country for Zambia’s Eastern Province, makes 
it strategically vulnerable in any conflict. After Zambia’s 
independence in 1964, President Kenneth Kaunda’s support 
for freedom fighters in neighbouring countries led to the 
bridge being destroyed in revenge.

The Second Luangwa Bridge (opened in 1968) was built 
quickly above the first, with aid from Britain which had been 
the colonial power in Zambia, it is a cable-stayed bridge 
designed by Freeman Fox & Partners and built by the 
Redpath Dorman Long. It has a composite steel-reinforced 
concrete deck 9.8 m wide, two H-shaped steel pylons 42 m 
tall on two reinforced concrete piers, and steel cables. The main span is 222 m with approach spans of 40 m each.

In 1979 the military of Zimbabwe-Rhodesia destroyed the bridge as well as the Chambeshi road and rail bridges in order 
to stop the planned invasion of their country by the Zimbabwe People’s Revolutionary Army (ZIPRA). …

G:  With such a history, surely the bridge should be a National Monument.  

ZAMBIA

Mutati happy with Kalabo district’s tourism potential
Lusaka Times

Minister of Works and Supply, Felix Mutati has described the Liuwa National Park in 
Kalabo as a goldmine of the Western Province. …
Mr. Mutati was speaking when he paid a courtesy call on Kalabo District 
Commissioner Fridah Luhila at her office.  Mr .Mutati who was in the district to 
familiarise himself with the state of affairs as well as inspect the manual driven 
pontoon on Luanginga River which services the Liuwa National Park, assured Mrs. 
Luhila that he will be sending engineers from Engineering Services Corporation 
(ESCO) to assess the required works next week.

G:  The hand-pulled pontoon across the Luanginga is part of the Liuwa experience.  



Zambian Carnivore Programme

We are thrilled to report that wild dog 73 of the Hot Springs pack is still alive and well, and weeks away from turning 12 
years old! We’ve put together a graphic of his legacy to the Luangwa wild dog population.
While we monitored the pack from the air during the rains, only recently have we been able to get in and see them from 
the ground. The collaborative anti-snaring work by CSL, DNPW and ZCP has helped keep him and many other dogs 
snare-free, and the Luangwa population strong. Photo by Johnathan Merkle, graphic by Kristjan Jung.





Kasanka Challenge 2018 - 26 May

Come and help us Race for Conservation at 
Kasanka National Park
 
Cycle races: 45 km, 22 km, 10 km
Run: 15 km

ZIM-ZAM
US, Chinese reps fly in for $4,5bn Batoka project
Newsday

Representatives of China Power International Development (China Power) and General Electric (GE) were in Harare 
last week, where they met Energy minister Simon Khaya Moyo to initiate investment talks on the proposed $4,5 billion 
2400-megawatt Batoka hydro power project. …

G: We still have not had the results of the EISA …  



Struggling coal miner plans to sell Hwange town over $300m debt
New Zimbabwe

A struggling local mining company has come up with a novel way to pay for its increasing debt and the salaries of 
employees dating back five years.  Hwange Colliery Company Limited (HCCL) is considering selling the town of Hwange 
for $300m, parliament heard earlier this week. …

Bhejane Trust

Beautiful Kazuma Pan National Park.

Victoria Falls council considers imposing tourism levy; govt condemns move
New Zimbabwe

Victoria Falls Municipality is planning to introduce a tourism levy where tour operators will be expected to pay $1 for each 
visitor booking with them either for accommodation or activities in the resort town.

Town Clerk Ronnie Dube said funds raised through the tax would be used for infrastructure development.

However, tourism minister Prisca Mupfumira said it was folly for council to demand a levy from tour operators who are 
already paying rates.

“The tourism levy is for development and not for cleaning,” she said. …

ZIMBABWE

New Railway Line Linking Hwange to Harare to be 
constructed
The Chronicle

A new rail line linking Hwange to Harare via Binga and Gokwe 
will be constructed as part of the revitalization of the national 
Railways of Zimbabwe.   …

According to the article Railways of Zimbabwe need to find 
US$400 million …  

G:  I have borrowed a map from Maphill to show the contours.  
There are some serious lumps and bumps in the land which the 
line will either have to go over or around.  



Wildlife Vets Namibia

DRC Translocation 2018: After a long trip per road and 
ocean, all the animals have been offloaded! We have 
offloaded them in a boma so the animals can regroup and 
settle down a bit. After a couple of days the boma will be 
opened, and the animals can roam freely in an area of 
15.000 ha!

Cheetah Conservation Botswana

Chris says jump and Loeto says “how high?” This morning 
we took our home grown cheetah scat detection dog out 
into the bush for a trial run looking for evidence of cheetah 
in the Kalahari bush. Here he’s jumping to catch a treat 
from his lead handler and CCB research officer Chris. 
Good boy Loeto!

BOTSWANA

NAMIBIA



Kenya dam burst: ‘Sea of water’ kills 47 including 
20 children in Nakuru county near Nairobi
Financial Express

A dam on a commercial flower farm in Kenya’s Rift 
Valley burst after weeks of torrential rain, unleashing 
a “sea of water” that careered down a hillside and 
smashed into two villages, killing at least 47 people.

Wildlife Conservation Society Tanzania Program is with 
Claire Bracebridge

VULTURE DIAIRES – THE FIRST 2.5 YEARS 
Given the drastic decline of vulture populations across Africa, 
WCS has been running a vulture monitoring program in the 
Ruaha-Katavi landscape since 2013, in collaboration with 
North Carolina Zoo and Tanzania National Parks (TANAPA). 
As part of this ongoing study we now have 2 and a half 
year’s movement data from satellite tagged birds. This map 
is an overview of these data points, and a glimpse of the 
groundbreaking insight that the telemetry has provided – 
enabling WCS and others to better conserve these birds, 
their habitat and other wildlife within their ecosystem.

KENYA

TANZANIA



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K9.93

P9.94
Nam$12.54

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

14°C (57)  31°C (88)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE
The smile is on the email ...


