
Dear All

This is late because I had no internet from Sunday through to Tuesday.  I decided not to stress and left the computer off 
to do other things.  I did, though, phone and visit MTN and was frustrated by the lack of customer care.  MTN has a ‘call 
centre’ which has absolutely no idea what is going on.  MTN ‘proper’ tried to re-direct me to their call centre but, having 
already tried that route, I had a bit of a rant.  Finally the internet resumed yesterday afternoon.  But, as this newsletter 
takes a couple of days to put together, I know this is late.

I had a similar problem with water.  My water was off (correction – I had half an hour of water on some days) for about 
five days so I visited their Customer Care centre in Livingstone.  The ladies behind the counter knew nothing so I just 
filled in the book.  Two days later I called in again.  Frustrated that the ‘customer care’ centre could offer no reason or tell 
me whether it was being dealt with, I walked to the Engineering Section to find the office empty.  I went to the manager’s 
office to find that he had gone to a meeting.  I returned to the Engineering Section to find a young man who told me that 
all the Engineers were out.  I had another rant ...

My final conclusion is that many companies have Customer Care centres which are completely a waste of human energy 
and wages.  Customers want re-assurance that something is being done, therefore the officers on that counter need 
information.  Surely this is such a simple measure to put in place?

The only Customer Care centre I have visited which actually cares for their customer is Zamtel.  So a shout-out to them.  

Confusion solved

For a while now I have been confused about bread and fruit which I put out on my bird table.  The birds sometimes come 
down and have a peck around, but at night, most of it disappears.  As birds don’t move after dark I was wondering what 
was visiting and eating my bread and fruit.  I had had a genet in my garden a while ago but knew that he was after the 
frogs in the fish pond – he doesn’t eat fruit or bread.  I had come to the conclusion that I must have some large rats or 
mice … but found out differently the other night.

I heard something running over the roof of my house.  I have owls in my chimney and when they land on the roof, they 
just make a loud thud as they land – they don’t run around.  So I took a torch and shone it onto the roof and there, 
scurrying across the roof, were a couple of bush babies.  Would I be right in thinking that they are my bread and fruit 
eaters?

My header is a bush baby - a photograph I ‘borrowed’ from African Wildlife Foundation.



Livingstone International Cultural and Arts Festival
The festival is among the fastest growing in Africa ,making Livingstone-Zambia an irresistible destination if you want 
to experience the thrill and hypnotizing power of African music and dance; 73 Zambian tribes from 10 countries.. 
encapsulated in one festival ..  

24-26 May



ZAMBIA
Talks to build dam in Zambia
IOL Business

A South African company planned to build a dam and 235 megawatt hydro-electric power station costing about $1.26 
billion (R16.9 billion) in Zambia to help plug a power shortage, Zambia’s embassy in Pretoria said last Friday.
Zambia generates about 2600MW, mostly from hydro power stations.

Generation is running below capacity because of poor rainfall. Alongside growing demand for electricity, this has left the 
country with a deficit of about 600MW.
MDH South Africa has proposed being an anchor developer for the Ndevu Gorge Power Project which is planned on the 
Luangwa River in eastern Zambia, the embassy said.
“The company has since made an application for authority to proceed with feasibility through the Ministry of Energy,” it 
said.

The Ndevu Gorge Hydro Power project involved building the dam on the Luangwa River to create a lake that is 165km 
long and 17km wide at its broadest point, and which would drive a 235MW power station, the embassy said. It said the 
initial estimate the construction cost was $1.26 billion.

“This could change in the feasibility phase as the design aspects are finalised.”

MDH South Africa was in discussions with investors and expected to conclude funding talks after the government issued 
the authority to proceed.

G: I reported on this dam some time ago.  As it had gone quiet, I had assumed/hoped that the whole project 
had died a death.  Obviously not.  Recently, I have been noticing many conservationists from Luangwa tagging 
#KeeptheLuangwaFlowing, so I wondered if there was something going on. 
   
The Luangwa River is a very special river which starts in the north of Zambia, flows past North Luangwa National Park, 
Luambe National Park and then South Luangwa National park.  The Ndevu Gorge is after South Luangwa National Park 
in Petauke Game Management Area which is part of the wildlife corridor between South Luangwa and Lower Zambezi.  
The dam waters will cover parts of Petauke, Chisomo and Sandwe Game Management Areas and may possibly retreat 
into South Luangwa national park.  

Most of us are now aware that there are serious concerns about the construction of large dams so we can only hope that 
our Zambia Environmental Agency will look into all the pros and cons of this proposed development.  .   



International Day of Action for Rivers
Chipembele Wildlife Education Trust

Every year on March 14 rivers are celebrated with 
International Day of Action for Rivers! We join all of you 
around the globe sharing our commitment to protect our 
rivers which are essential to life. This year Chipembele 
highlights the Luangwa River in all of our schools and 
community-based education and outreach programmes. 
The Luangwa River is of the last major free-flowing rivers 
remaining in Zambia and is truly the life line of our amazing 
Luangwa Valley. While it is critical to supporting both 
human and wildlife populations, it also faces several major 
threats, including deforestation, agricultural development 
and a proposed dam development. By raising awareness 
of the importance of this river, we hope that communities 
will be empowered to be great stewards of this vital natural 
resource.

Today and every day we give thanks to the Luangwa River, and all rivers around the world! #KeeptheLuangwaFlowing

Kaoma Mongu Road this week.
Zambian Eagle



Nanzhila’s Birding Big Day!

For years people have been growing their birding lists in the Southern Kafue – this year, you can do that and stand a 
chance to win!

Sometimes safari camps look like they all offer the same activities in the same way – wouldn’t it be nice to find an 
exciting, responsible way to enjoy the bush, good company and healthy, fun competition at the same time? After years of 
playing host to some of the world’s keenest birders, Nanzhila Plains is offering something totally different!

2 teams of 4 birders each are invited to participate in our first ever Birding Big Day in November 2018! The Nanzhila 
Birding Big Day is happening in conjunction with the Kafue Birding Big Day but for the 8 birders that come to Nanzhila, 
they are also going to be participating in the Nanzhila Birding Big Day!  

Land use plan underway in Liuwa National Park
Lusaka Times

African Parks has announced that it will soon implement a land use plan in Kalabo’s Liuwa Plain National Park aimed at 
protecting its ecology and promote economic growth.

Advance Africa Consultant Tammy Bean-Klette says the plan will ensure that African Parks secure long-term ecological 
potential and economic growth for the park.  Briefing Heads of Government Departments in Kalabo at Nalionwa Parish 
Hall yesterday, Mrs. Bean-Klette noted that the plan has potential to protect and promote Liuwa’s ecological integrity.  
Mrs. Bean-Klette said the strategy would also harmonize human-wildlife conflicts which have been on the rise especially 
among farming communities along the wildlife corridor.

She explained that the measure would address overriding dynamics of conservation against development and sustainable 
utilization of land, resources and wildlife.  The consultant proposed the correlation of key aspects such as culture, 
community livelihoods, agricultural practices, wildlife movements and park accessibility among others.

Mrs. Bean-Klette disclosed that the key aspects under consideration would spur increased wildlife, environmental 
conservation and sustainable use of land and other natural resources.  Speaking at the same function, Liuwa Land Use 
Planner Bryson Sompa said African Parks has collected immense data among village clusters within Liuwa on the main 
livelihood activities and geographic locations of key areas of natural resource utilization.  Mr. Sompa further said the 
project has collected data on human-wildlife conflicts including specific details related to crop damage and animal species 
causing damage.  
He expressed optimism that the cross cutting participatory project would result into enhanced opportunities to optimize 
land use by all stakeholders.

G: Liuwa is one of my favourite parks but it does have a complicated set-up.  It is run by the combined efforts of Barotse 
Royal Establishment, ZamParks and African Parks Foundation.  There are villages inside the park – a legacy of the park 
being the original private conservation area of the Litunga.  

I know that it is accepted that the villages should remain in the park, but I feel that, as the villages grow in size, there will 
be too much pressure on the environment.  It will be interesting to see the results of this programme because it could be 
useful for GMAs and all the wildlife corridors which are being identified to allow wildlife movement between parks.  



EU LAUNCHES FUNDING TO COMBAT ILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE IN THE KAZA AREAS
Namibian Economist

On the occasion of the Giants Club Summit held in Kasane, Botswana last week, the Ambassador of the European Union 
to Botswana and SADC, Alexander Baum, announced a project estimated at €1.5 million to address the deteriorating 
wildlife crime situation in the Kavango-Zambezi (KAZA) Trans-Frontier Conservation Area (TFCA).

The partner countries on the KAZA TFCA are Angola, Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

This project, which is being implemented by the UK-based NGO Space for Giants and a local NGO, Tlhokomela Trust, 
will strengthen wildlife law enforcement and cross-border collaboration in transboundary ecosystems by creating a trans-
frontier wildlife law enforcement network of highly skilled individuals in the Kavango-Zambezi Trans-Frontier Conservation 
Area.

The project was awarded following a call for proposals launched under the EU Cross-Regional Wildlife Conservation 
programme in Eastern and Southern Africa and the Indian Ocean.

Through this funding, a trans-frontier wildlife law enforcement training facility with a holistic training curriculum for training 
the wildlife law enforcement community will be established in Boro, near Maun.

The curriculum will include best practices in intelligence gathering, wildlife ranger tactical and specialist operations, wildlife 
crime investigation, and wildlife crime prosecution and sentencing in order to ensure that the entire criminal justice chain 
in each country is skilled to the highest levels for tackling wildlife crime. A high-performance satellite communications 
network will be built to enable and enhance trans-frontier coordination on wildlife crime law enforcement.

The project is expected to create a highly effective and collaborative trans-frontier wildlife law enforcement community 
as a model for Illegal Wildlife Trade management across other African TFCAs. As a result, by 2021, the project expects 
to see at least a 50% reduction in the illegal killing of elephants, verified by records, and a significant improvement in 
conviction rates and penalties for those prosecuted for wildlife crime.

This intervention should result in an improved standard of wildlife law enforcement within the KAZA area, supported by 
a network of mobilised community groups effectively participating in wildlife law enforcement, alongside the private and 
public sector actors.

Victoria Falls Recycling Project

Victoria Falls is going greener with the launch of its very own recycling project, which is expected to have a major impact 
in protecting the environment around one of the Seven 
Natural Wonders of the World.  
Victoria Falls town is growing rapidly, and it is crucial that 
as much waste as possible is recycled and composted, 
thus reducing the amount of litter on the streets and the 
volume of waste going to the dumpsite.

Victoria Falls Recycling (VFR), an initiative sponsored 
by leading Zimbabwean hospitality group Africa Albida 
Tourism (AAT), and co-ordinated by well- known local 
environmental conservationist Charlene Hewat, launched 
this week.

Ms Hewat said the initiative, which is supported by 
Greenline Africa Trust, Petreco Zim and Victoria Falls 
Municipality, had begun operations, initially, recycling 
paper and plastics from eight hotels.  Paper and thin 
plastics will be sent to Harare where they will be recycled 
to make plastic bags and piping, while thicker plastics, 
such as water bottles, will be sent to a recycling plant in 
South Africa, Ms Hewat said. …

ZIM-ZAM-BOTS-NAM-ANG

ZIMBABWE



Zimbabwe: Kariba Airport to Be Relocated
The Herald

The Civil Aviation Authority of Zimbabwe (CAAZ) says it is mobilising resources to upgrade sections of the Victoria Falls 
International Airport as well as relocate Kariba Airport. …

He could not be drawn into talking about the budget for the projects. As for Kariba Airport, Mr Guzha said: “We also want 
to renovate Kariba Airport but this will be difficult because of its location. The challenge we have identified in extending 
the terminal building of Kariba Airport is that one side of the runway has got a gorge and the other side there are power 
lines hence we have to move it.”

Mr Guzha said the Kariba Airport will be moved to a place called Charamba in the resort town. Kariba Airport will also be 
upgraded into a silent facility, he added.

News 24

A crocodile blocked the entrance to a hospital in the middle of Zimbabwe’s coal-mining town of Hwange, sparking panic – 
and some very bizarre stories, a newspaper reported on Thursday.

The crocodile was first spotted by taxi drivers on Tuesday evening, said the state-controlled Chronicle. As it charged at 
patients trying to get into the hospital, panicked residents began phoning the authorities. ….

New Collars
Stichting Painted Dog Conservation

PDC successfully fitted a GPS collar on a painted dog in Hwange National Park (HNP). The honor to wear the new device 
fell on Destiny pack’s male Jambo over the weekend. As previously speculated, the succession issue within the pack is 
still unresolved; time probably will tell who the alpha is.

Jealous found the dogs in the forestry area in the early morning, however despite several attempts to dart, no good 
opportunity came until late afternoon on the Dete Vlei. Unlike the VHF collars, the new GPS collar sends GPS points on 
dog location via satellite giving current and with time historical movements of the dog/pack. This will greatly improve our 
monitoring of the pack. GPS collars are not as cheap as the VHF collars ( 3000 versus 600 euro).



Matopos Heritage MTB Challenge

The much anticipated event has come and gone - blown away though 
on the last night with a 40mm storm!

Kariba Animal Welfare Trust

ELEPHANT

Our Girls and a few boys have been VERY ACTIVE on the roads since the end of 2017 to date. 
Cow herds have really settled in to the Kariba area and except for a few intolerant and speeding drivers and residents, 
people are generally alert and patient, letting them cross the roads in their time instead of hooting, revving engines etc.

THANK YOU, folk, for avoiding conflict and appreciating what we have on our door step.
The 2017/2018 summer season has almost passed with no horrific surprise deaths and clean Ele droppings. Except for 
the odd bin raider, it is seldom their droppings overflow with plastic, glass etc and we trust this will continue to be the 
case.

We were very anxious through the hot months of 2017 
even with the dump fence up, as it was same time 
the previous year that we lost 95% of our very loved 
resident boys.

THANKS again to all of those who at the time, 
responded and assisted towards the Dump Fence. 
Helping to keep our Wildlife safe from “Human Rubbish”.

Any Elephant deaths from now on after the erecting of 
the Dump fence last year, will more than likely mean 
intent.
After losing the bulk of our resident boys in 2016, we 
now finally have some more Big Boys that have moved 
in and they have a few young boys with them that will 
be learning from their Elders as well as a few lessons in 
discipline!!



SUMMIT SECURES $6 MILLION FOR ELE PROTECTION
Space for Giants

Philanthropists, governments, and corporate leaders from Europe, China, the US and Africa today pledged more than 
$6 million for urgent action to protect wildlife habitats at the close of a key conservation summit.  Despite “justified” 
celebrations of anti-poaching progress that has seen illegal killings of elephants dropping for five years in a row across 
Africa, “the job’s not done” to protect populations forever, the Giants Club Summit heard.

The Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area around the borders of Angola, Botswana, Namibia, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe, known as KAZA, is home to the largest remaining populations of elephants with more than 220,000 
individuals.

The Summit heard that parts of this ecosystem now faced increased pressure from poachers. Central Africa’s herds of 
forest elephants also continue to suffer very high levels of illegal killing.

“The message couldn’t have been louder that we need to act now,” said Max Graham, CEO of Space for Giants, the 
international conservation organisation the co-hosted the event with Botswana’s endangered wildlife trust, the Tlhokomela 
Trust.
“There’ve been some major gains made against poaching and we’re justified in celebrating that. But to hear that 
elephants in the region we thought was safest are actually under new and growing threats, that’s a huge worry.
“I’m grateful that the Giants Club has come together and done what it does best: galvanise new money for quick and 
effective action.”

Summit outcomes for the four Giants Club countries of Botswana, Gabon, Kenya and Uganda, plus other KAZA nations of 
Angola, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe included:

• Support for the Ranger Award Programme of Paradise International Foundation
• $2 million from the EU and matched funds to train KAZA rangers and prosecutors
• $2 million ‘Challenge Fund’ from Giants Club members 
• $1.5 million expected value of new work by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime
• $280,000 for improving prosecutions and sentencing in 
Uganda from the US Agency for International Development 
(USAID) and the US Department of the Interior
• $200,000 to boost wildlife crime court cases in Botswana 
from Wild Lives Foundation
• $100,000 from the African Wildlife Foundation for Uganda 
tourism and conservation

Photo: The Giants! (L-R) Keriako Tobiko, Cabinet 
Secretary of Environment and Forestry, Government 
of Kenya; Tshekedi Khama, Minister for Environment, 
Conservation, Natural Resources and Tourism, Government 
of Botswana; Max Graham, Space for Giants CEO; H.E. 
Ian Khama, President of Botswana; Ephraim Kamuntu, 
Minister of Tourism, Wildlife and Antiquities, Government 
of Uganda; Pacôme Moubelet-Boubeya, Minister for 
Forestry, Environment and Protection of Natural Resources, 
Government of Gabon

Raptors Botswana

Reckless driving near Mahalapye! 
PLEASE drivers be carefull of vultures 
when they are feeding near the road!

BOTSWANA



Kwando Carnivore Project 

Lion research is hard work. It involves baiting, sound recordings, immobilisation/capture, collaring, sample collection and 
a lot of patience. During 2017 seven GPS/Satellite collars were deployed representing 21 lions in different groups and 
prides in all three protected areas of the Zambezi Region. A group of project partners (MET, KCP, WWF, Panthera) are 
currently studying the dispersal patterns of young adult lions in the Zambezi and Kavango Regions and what this means 
to the broader KAZA TFCA landscape. Part of the study is identifying important dispersal routes for lions so as to mini-
mise conflict with livestock farmers in those areas. Photos show Hans Swaartbooi, Matambo Singwangwa and Manfred 
Uirab from MET constructing a bait station to attract lions (first), Piet Beytell from MET setting up a sound system (sec-
ond) and the group of lions on the bait is the elusive Nkasa Island pride. Nkasa Island is in Nkasa Rupara National Park 
and is often inaccessible due to flood conditions. For many years the only way to get to this island was by boat or heli-
copter. We were oblivious as to the existence of the Nkasa pride until they were seen from a helicopter by MET. We have 
now managed to deploy two collars on this group and so far they spend most of their time on Nkasa Island.

I couldn’t resist sharing this photo of a family of porcupines taken in the State Forest that borders Zambia. Porcupines are 
common and occur throughout Namibia. One has to wonder how this family manages to cuddle together in their burrow 
while trying to sleep in the daylight hours.

NAMIBIA



Another Norfund fiasco as Matanuska goes bust
J Hanlon

The banana plantation in Monapo, Nampula, that was supposed to be a model for foreign farm investment and was 
promoted by Norfund, has finally gone bankrupt (@ Verdade, 16 March), at huge cost to Mozambique. Norfund is 
Norway’s government owned development finance institution which is funded from the aid budget, and has had a string of 
failures in Mozambique. 

Matanuska was one-third Norfund ($27 mn invested) and two-thirds Rift Valley, It started in 2008, and at the peak had 
2500 workers and was exporting 1400 tonnes of bananas a day. However, in 2013 the plantation was found to have 
Panama disease, which had never been seen in Africa before and devastates the bananas. Panama disease is caused 
by the fungus Fusarium oxysporum which lives in soil and enters the plant through the root, blocking the flow of water and 
nutrients. The fungus lasts in soil for decades and cannot be managed with chemical fungicides. It is easily transmitted in 
dirt on shoes and car tyres, and is probably impossible to control. Over the next few years it will probably spread across 
Mozambique. 

Antonia Vaz, the head of plant pathology at Mozambique’s Ministry of Agriculture, says the disease could destroy the 
banana industry in Mozambique in just a decade. (APA, 20 Mar) And it could spread to the rest of Africa. It came to 
Mozambique on the boots of two workers from the Philippines, Vaz said. (BBC 1 Feb 2018) In its early years there was 
a rapid turnover of management at Matanuska and poor local control, and the lack of phytosanitary control meant dirty 
boots were not checked.

Tanzania: NDC Drops Lake Natron Soda Ash Project
The Citizen

The National Development Corporation (NDC) has abandoned the controversial Lake Natron soda ash project as 
pressure from environmental activists has become unbearable.  Instead, it has turned to the Engaruka soda ash project, 
NDC corporate affairs manager Abel Ngapemba has confirmed.
“We are doing a techno-economic study on the project,” he told The Citizen last week.

In March last year, NDC was reportedly striving to get an investor for the Lake Natron project.  According to NDC’s 2017 
report, $4 billion was needed for the Engaruka project to extract one million tonnes of soda ash annually.

G: The activists were concerned over the vast numbers of flamingoes which breed by the lake.  Photo from the BBC.

MOZAMBIQUE

TANZANIA



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K9.45

P9.48
Nam$11.75

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

19°C (66)  30°C (86)

Rain still around but more bluster than action

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE
That must be the biggest pothole ever.


