
Dear All

The past two weeks have been dominated by the rain.  It has been continuous.  We are having a bit of a break at the 
moment but there is still some rain forecast over the coming week.  My header is Botswana Road which is almost covered 
in sand … great for the sand collectors who quickly move in to pile it up and cart it away for building …  What concerns 
me is that all this sand is coming from further up the hill, so there is a serious erosion problem and we are heading for 
trouble if this continues …

From ZNBC:
Over two-hundred houses in Livingstone have been flooded following heavy rainfall in the Tourist Capital.  And a crocodile 
has been spotted in a shallow drainage within a residential area.  
The affected houses are in Zambezi Ward where the area Councillor, Robert Wandila, has attributed the flooding to poor 
drainage system. …

From Ruth Henson, one of the farmers who have to cross the Maramba River 
after Libuyu to get to the farm: 
Watching the council truck crossing the bridge I had just crossed. Wishing the 
council did more maintenance. …

Our problem is that we do not do much maintenance.  I took a few photos from 
town of our drains.
After the rain had continued for over a week, finally I noticed some workers 
cleaning one drain … The problem is that the drain is cleaned and all the muck 

is piled up on the side and it stays 
there until the rain comes again and 
dumps it  back into the drain.  



CROCODILE ATTACK!
The Elephant Café 

Yesterday, Danny the magnificent gentle giant at The Elephant Café was attacked by 
a crocodile whilst drinking at the edge of the River and took a nasty bite on his trunk.

The vet has been to inspect Danny - he is on antibiotics and anti-inflammatories 
and is being well cared for. Not every jumbo is so lucky to have a vet on hand - a 
damaged trunk can prove fatal for an elephant: they can literally be disabled by trunk 
blockages and amputations, since an inability to forage, drink or breathe can result 
in declining health and eventual death.

But why did it happen? This is our theory. With all the rains, the Zambezi is very 
muddy and it may be that the crocodile made a mistake, thinking that the object it 
grabbed was attached to something far more manageable. It’s safe to say this was a 
crocodile that bit off a bit more than he can chew...

Heal fast, big boy!

Livingstone Animal Protection Service 

Beautiful Trudy is available for adoption. She’s had her first rabies and 
5 in 1 vaccinations. She’s about 4 months old, sweet, playful, super 
affectionate and needs a loving, secure family home. I’m not great on 
breeds - anyone got any clues? Please get in touch if you are interested 
in adopting her. We make sure we match the right dog to the right home, 
and do home visits to ensure safety and security.

G:  I have made some dog cushions for Lynn to sell and raise money for 
LAPS.  My dogs love their cushions, so, if you would like one, contact 
LAPS.



Kazungula Bridge to include Zimbabwe

Discussions went on for years about the funding and 
placing of the Kazungula bridge.  The bridge, at the meeting 
point of Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana and Namibia, is 
largely donor funded and none of the donors wanted to 
fund to Zimbabwe.  Also, there was a problem with the 
positioning because of complaints by Zimbabwe.  Finally, 
it was decided that Zambia and Botswana would go ahead 
without Zimbabwe.  
The bridge is now underway (photo from Mmegi) and …

From the Daily Mail: Zambia and Botswana have 
incorporated and allowed Zimbabwe to join the construction 
of the US$259 million Kazungula Bridge project.
Until yesterday Zimbabwe was not part of the multi-million 
project which is being financed by Zambia and Botswana 
with the help of the African Development Bank (AfDB). …

ZIM-ZAM-BOTS

ZAMBIA
African nations urged to avoid hydropower reliance
Business Insider

African nations need to diversify energy supply, particularly countries reliant on hydropower, industry experts said at an 
energy conference in Johannesburg on Wednesday.
The region has been affected by severe droughts in recent years, affecting not only food security but also energy supply 
in countries that make heavy use of hydropower.

Hydropower stations in such countries are at risk, said Langiwe Lungu, executive director of the Energy Regulation Board 
(ERB) in Zambia, pointing to climate change studies. …

Sesheke Road
Masheke Akashambatwa  

This is Kazungula-Sesheke road ...

It is the link road to Katima Mulilo border post which is one 
of the strategic trade link of the region. This road you are 
looking at takes you on the Sesheke bridge to the Namibian 
border. ...



Conservation Lower Zambezi 

Confiscated on the 1st and released into the local area last night, the 
Chirundu IIUs apprehended 2 suspects in possession of 15 tortoises 
from the Siavonga District. Thanks to the Department of National Parks 
and Wildlife rangers and partners WCP - Wildlife Crime Prevention for 
their support.
Photo courtesy of DNPW

Success in the Field  
February saw multiple wildlife protection successes across 
the board in Chirundu, Chongwe, Luangwa and for the 
Lower Zambezi Dog Unit.  The efforts led to 10 poachers 
being arrested and the confiscation of over 500kg of buffalo 
bushmeat and a firearm. A very big congratulations to all the 
DNPW and CLZ Patrol Officers, the K9 Unit and the IIUs and 
to keep up the good work. It is rewarding to see the teams 
committed to the protection of wildlife in the Lower Zambezi.

New Outboard Engine for DNPW
This month, CLZ was able to provide DNPW with a new 
outboard engine for their boat. A generous grant from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for CLZs Wildlife 
Protection Programme enabled the procurement and first 
two maintenance checks of the outboard engine. This will 
prove useful in enhancing the trans border law enforcement 
operations between Zambia and Zimbabwe, and for the 
deployment and movement of rangers on patrol, especially 
during the wet season.



Game Rangers International

Wet season patrols for the Department of National Parks & 
Wildlife

WWF Zambia 
 · 
On Friday 2nd March, we officially launched the #drones 
for conservation project with a demonstration on the use 
of the Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) or Drones. The 
event took place at the Lusaka National Park, graced 
by the Minister of Tourism and Arts Hon. Charles Banda 
among other dignitaries from Government, the diplomatic 
community, private sector and the press.

SWUAT Technologies Ltd., the consultants for this project, 
wowed the audience with live demonstrations on the 
practical applications of drones in #Wildlife management 
including but not limited to, surveillance, vegetation 
mapping, wildlife surveys etc.

The second stage of the project will involve deployment of 
the UAV units across 5 National Parks for an initial period 
during which DNPW and its partners will receive mentorship 
support from SWUAT Technologies Ltd.Photo cred: 
AFRO DREAMS

KAZA Visa

The KAZA visa is up and running again.  As a reminder the cost of the visa is US$50 and allows visitors to travel between 
Zambia and Zimbabwe as many times as they want during a stay of 30 days.  The one proviso is that the visitor must 
stay in one country only, visiting the other for day trips only.  The visa also allows day trips to Botswana.  The visa can be 
bought at Vic Falls, Kazungula, Livingstone Airport, Lusaka Airport, Vic Falls Airport, Harare Airport.

To me, this is such a convoluted arrangement, and it would be better if we followed the examples of Botswana and 
Namibia (and South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland) and not require any payment at all for most tourists.  But, that’s my 
opinion … and, what do I know …???



Four jailed 5 years each for wildlife crimes
Department of National Parks & Wildlife

The Kalulushi Magistrates Court convicted and sentenced two men to five-years imprisonment each, with hard labor for 
being in illegal possession of 48kg of Ivory on 31st March 2017.  Peter Kaponda and Bwalya Chitundu were first arrested 
on 11th March 2017 in Chingola, by the Department of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW) officers in an intelligence-led 
operation that was supported by Wildlife Crime Prevention (WCP).

Honorable Kaoma found the two guilty of the Illegal Possession of Prescribed Trophy contrary ... and sentenced both men 
to 5 years imprisonment with hard labour. ...

And the Nyimba Subordinate Court has convicted and sentenced two men to five years imprisonment each, with hard 
labor for being in illegal possession of two Leopard skins.  
Jolophan Phiri and Jophael Phiri were arrested on 20 February 2018 at Luangwa Market by Department of National Parks 
and Wildlife (DNPW) officers and charged with Illegal Possession of Prescribed Trophy ...

BRIDGE TO CONNECT ZAMBEZI WEST AND EAST ON TABLE
ZNBC

Preliminary works to build a multi-million dollars bridge to link Zambezi West to Zambezi East in the North Western 
Province have advanced.  
Road Development Agency -RDA- Board Chairman Samuel Mukupa has told ZNBC News in an interview in Zambezi that 
a consultant who was engaged by government to do feasibility studies for the bridge has submitted preliminary findings.

Mr Mukupa ...  has disclosed that the consultant has so far identified three possible sites where the bridge can be 
constructed.  Mr Mukupa says engineers from the RDA will do the costings for the bridge which will be followed by a 
public tender to choose a contractor to build the bridge. …

G: Zambezi, the town, straddles the Zambezi River in the northwest of Zambia.  It used to be called Balovale.

Zambia reaps benefits of green fund
Daily Mail

THE biggest news, at least for Zambia, to have come out of the 19th board meeting of the Green Climate Fund (GCF) 
is the approval of a combined US$ 84.5 million for two project proposals in agriculture and energy the country had 
submitted.   

G: The article went on for a while but I was not quite sure how the money was going to be used.  So I looked up Green 
Climate Fund and found the Zambian proposal:

A major challenge for Zambia is ensuring universal access to electricity. Currently, only 25 percent of Zambians have 
access to power. Electricity is generated using five sources—hydro, heavy fuel, gas, solar and wind—providing a 
combined capacity of nearly 2400 MW, of which only 0.06 MW is coming from solar systems. Against this backdrop, 
it is clear that a game changer for Zambia is renewable energy through massive investments in the energy sector. 
Additionally, we have other projects to put forward to the GCF. This includes a sustainable and climate-smart agriculture 
initiative, focused on enhancing the lives and livelihoods of smallholder farmers in rural zones of the country, and a project 
to strengthen Zambia’s hydrological and meteorological services to make better linkages with national planning and 
emergency frameworks.

Minister seeks military help to stop poaching
Diggers

Southern Province minister Edify Hamukale has said he is considering engaging the military to help curb illegal fishing 
and poaching in the Kafue River basin.  Hamukaale said this in Monze on Monday when he opened the World Wide Fund 
for Nature (WWF) workshop whose objective is to develop a solution-based report card on the Lower Kafue River basin.

He said he would consult President Edgar Lungu on the possibility of allowing the Zambia Army and Zambia Air force 
officers in curbing illegal fishing in the Kafue River.

“The task that lies before us is huge but not impossible. It will take more than one or two institutions taking the lead. We 
have a responsibility to better manage our water resources. As some of you may already be aware, the situation in the 
Kafue River is terrible, the indiscriminate fishing going on is very worrying. Some fishermen have given themselves a 
permanent resident status on the Kafue river banks, that’s a big problem. But we are planning to involve soldiers now to 
deal with the situation. I am simply waiting for authority, we’ll clean up that area in four days, I don’t need a week. I think 
we have to act ruthlessly, it’s getting out of hand. In fact we need to extend the fish ban for five years, no fishing, no one 
goes there, if you are seen there, you are shot. Because people don’t want to listen, we told them but they don’t want 
to listen. We’ll have choppers in the air, soldiers down and police all over, four days, it will be game over,” Hamukale 
said. “I think that’s what would work because people don’t simply listen, we may have to take that route and then give it 
a grace period, but I first have to consult. So I am actually being held to get this done because I need to consult. If the 
commander-in-chief gave me permission today, tomorrow there would be twenty choppers hovering around. I don’t need 
a lot of time.” …



ZIMBABWE

WELCOME TO THE ROWZAMBEZI CHALLENGE 2018

In July and August 2018, 3 boat crews are taking part in 
the RowZambezi Challenge – unique and never before 
attempted 900km, 14 day sculling exploration down the 
wilds of the Kafue River, the third largest tributary of the 
Zambezi full of hippos and crocodiles – an epic trip that 
will push and test our limits to the extremes of human 
endurance.

Three boats and 18 rowers, including Team GB Olympian 
Zoë de Toledo, TV presenter and former model Jodie Kidd, 
members of all four Boat Race boat clubs as well as some 
of Africa’s top rowers including RSA Olympic Gold Medallist 
Sizwe Ndlovu and recent 2017 Filippi Spirit Award winner 
Micheen Thornycroft.

Floods
Newsday

Hundreds of commuters on the Hwange-Deka Highway were stranded yesterday after Deka River burst its banks, amid 
fears that the bridge could have been washed away by heavy rains. …

Bhejane Trust 
More pictures on flooded rivers - Northern Matabeleland and Robins/Sinamatella

THREE KILOGRAMS CYANIDE RECOVERED AND ONE ACCUSED ARRESTED
Matusadona Anti Poaching Project

One accused has recently been arrested and found in illegal possession of three kgs of 
cyanide.  Cyanide can have devastating effects when it falls into the hands of poachers as we 
have seen in the past.
Besides arresting poachers and recovering weapons, removing lethal substances before they 
reach their intended targets is another important factor.
Last year we had two incidents where we recovered cyanide and made arrests hours before 
poachers embarked on their mission.



Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust 

We were very fortunate to be able to dart two warthogs this week 
that both had snares. One was wrapped tightly around the snout 
preventing it from feeding and the other was dragging a wire. Thanks 
to ZPWMA and VFAPU for all the help in locating the animals.

Kasane Airport

The President of the Republic of Botswana, Seretse 
Khama Ian Khama on Thursday led the official opening 
ceremony for major upgrades at the Kasane International 
Airport. The upgrades including the opening of a new 
terminal and an air traffic control tower.
The new terminal building measures up to 7800 square 
meters as compared to the original one which was 1300 
square meters. It is expected to form a major network of 
connectivity for tourists to the area and stimulate other 
tourism activities in this region.
The airport provides access to one of the country’s 
pristine tourism regions and continues the government’s 
drive to deliver improved infrastructure to meet 
passenger demands into, and out of the country.

“We expect the opening of this new international airport 
to play a positive role in changing the lives of the Kasane community while facilitating all tourists,” Khama said …

BOTSWANA

Poachers Arrested
The Voice, Botswana

Three Zambian nationals together with two Batswana young men were last weekend arrested by police acting on a tip-off 
for alleged unlawful possession of elephant tusks near Tsau village.

The suspects, 41-year-old Samson Chaima of Livingstone, 24-year-old Stephen Mukwemba of Lusaka and 37-year-old 
Cletus Kamwale of Livingstone and locals 23-year-old Onthusitse Mothusiemang and 18-year-old Kelebogile Tonkole both 
from Nokaneng village have since been remanded in custody.
 
The accused persons who were on Tuesday arraigned before the Maun Magistrate’s Court are alleged to have been 
found with 11 elephant tusks at Setata Veterinary gate. ...



Elephants Without Borders
Exciting news!

The first farmer using our solar strobe light fence, has begun harvesting and 
selling on the roadside in Kavimba village. Mma Mwezi, is very proud of her 
crop this year, saying the “the lights are helping in repelling both elephants and 
hippos” from her field, “we are very pleased”. The combination of a “can” fence, 
a solar strobe light fence and the night time presence of Kgosi Mwezi, has 
allowed this farming family to have one of their first successful harvest in many 
years. We very much hoping the successful harvest continues for all of the 
farmers in the area. We will continue to monitor the progress of this deterrent.

Well done, Botswana! EWB is ready to do their part.. EWB staff are “sportin’ 
our new reusable shopping bags!”

Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources Conservation and Tourism
PRESS STATEMENT

PLASTIC CARRIER/FLAT BAG BAN

The Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources Conservation and Tourism 
would like to inform the public, business sector and other stakeholders that 
the Government of Botswana intends to implement a ban on plastic carrier 
bags, also known as flat bags.

Several attempts have been made in the past to manage or control the 
proliferation of plastic carrier bags in the environment through various 
strategies such as public education and awareness on its proper use, 
recycling and minimisation of its use. Furthermore, the country developed 
Botswana Compulsory Standard BOS 186:2006, which regulated the 
thickness of the carrier bag. The objective was to allow for use of plastic 
carrier/flat bags of 24 microns thickness, whilst prohibiting thinner ones 
from use in the country. However all these measures/initiatives have not 
yield any positive and sustainable results to curb the proliferation of plastic bags in the environment. …

Botswana Predator Conservation 
Trust 

Guess who finally showed up on the 
camera traps!!

Raptors Botswana

Raptors Botswana team members at Mokolod Nature Reserve whom help rehabilitate 
and look after vultures. The three young cape vultures with deformities were taken there 
from Moremi Gorge in December last year. The good news is one can eventually be re-
leased and we will soon use the other two as vulture ambassadors and take them out and 
about to meet people in Botswana.



Elephants Without Borders

Beautiful sight, of two elephants drinking off the steamy 
road during a rain shower in Chobe National Park.
This seems to be a popular drinking spot for elephants, dur-
ing the wet season though we are not certain of why, per-
haps its tasty. We do however encourage all drivers, to take 
care and drive with greater caution during the wet season. 
Increased road safety to both people and wildlife is of huge 
importance to EWB, so please take care on the roads!

More on the Illegal Timber from Katima Mulilo
The Namibian

The Anti-Corruption Commission has again seized four shipping containers with wood alleged to have been illegally 
logged in the Zambezi region – a day after a High Court judge declared the initial confiscation of the timber without a 
search and seizure warrant as having been unlawful.

The ACC announced on Friday that it had obtained a search war-
rant and seized the four containers with timber that the close cor-
poration New Force Logistics was planning to export through the 
Walvis Bay harbour.  The wood in the shipping containers would 
be held as exhibits in an ongoing corruption investigation being 
conducted by the ACC, it was also announced.

The second seizure of the containers followed a day after High 
Court judge Thomas Masuku declared that the ACC’s seizure of 
two lorries and four containers with timber alleged to have been 
illegally logged in the Zambezi region had been unlawful, because 
ACC investigators who confiscated the two heavy vehicles and 
cargo belonging to New Force Logistics CC did not have a warrant 
authorising a search of the lorries or the seizure they carried out.

The ACC’s head of investigations, Nelius Becker, has charged in an affidavit filed at the High Court that New Force 
Logistics, through which a Chinese resident of Namibia, Hou Xuecheng, is doing business, violated the Forestry Act and 
regulations under it by not obtaining the required permits for the harvesting, transportation, selling and export of timber 
that was cut on land at Katima Farm and in the Liseli area near Katima Mulilo in the Zambezi.  
According to Becker, the close corporation has been involved in illegally cutting down trees in that area and harvesting 
the timber since February last year, but a harvesting licence was issued only in April last year. The ACC was suspecting 
that there had been corrupt conduct on the part of an official in the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry to have the 
licence issued after the fact, Becker said in his affidavit.

Brown Hyena Research Project 

Having reliable batteries in our camera traps is extremely 
important. We’ve predominately used rechargeable batteries in the 
past, but they are all quite old now and their performance varies 
greatly, so that we sometimes lose data.

Our plan is to operate our camera traps with Lithium batteries in 
future; and therefore we contacted Varta Namibia (https://www.
facebook.com/vartanamibia/) a few weeks ago. They kindly offered 
to support the Brown Hyena Research Project and we have used 
the first batch of batteries at our camera traps at Garub.
Thanks you very much and a special thanks to Harald Bartsch.

NAMIBIA



Flood in the Namib Desert
Informanté

One of the records and spectacular examples of the Namib 
of contrasts was captured by the camera of Johan van 
Rooyen and generously shared with Informanté Facebook, 
the biggest news platform.
The rapidly-rising Kunene river in one of the most remote, 
inaccessible, hostile and pristine environments completes 
a unique record of the Kunene genesis where it enters 
Namibia from Angola at the Ruacana falls with a video 
of Cornelius Kemp of the Ruacana falls to the pictures of 
Johann van Rooyen where the brown waters of the Kunene 
reach the Atlantic Ocean on the Namibian/Angolan border 
at the most North-Western corner of the fabled Skeleton 
Coast.

Zambezi Region faces first flood threats in four years
New Era

Katima Mulilo-The water level of the Zambezi River has 
reached an alarming level and caused serious concerns 
that the region might expect heavy floods for the first time 
in four years. The water level of the Zambezi River stood 
at 4.10 metres on Monday compared to 2.30 metres at the 
same date last year.

The river has risen significantly in recent days, and as of 
February 8 it stood at 2.57m. If the water continues to rise, 
schools which are normally affected by recurrent floods 
such as Muzii Combined School, Mpukano Primary School, 
Namiyundu Primary School and Nankutwe Combined 
School might not even reach the end of the current school 
term which is on April 27.

All the schools are currently surrounded by water.

Tourist Visas

Tourists intending to visit Angola are no longer obliged to present an invitation letter, a move that brings an end to a situa-
tion that has led to huge embarrassment for people who want to visit the country, weekly newspaper Expansão reported, 
citing a presidential order.

The weekly also wrote that nationals from 61 countries will, as of 30 March, have facilitated entry into Angola, provided 
they remain in the country for up to 30 days per entry and 90 days per year, while five others will benefit from visa exemp-
tion, joining South Africa, Mozambique and Namibia. …

The presidential order stipulates that four African countries (Botswana, Mauritius, Seychelles and Zimbabwe) and one 
Asian country (Singapore) are exempt from tourist visas, and the remaining 61 countries will benefit, as of 30 March, from 
the procedure for the simplification of administrative requirements for granting a tourist visa.

ANGOLA



MALAWI
British troops aid Malawi wildlife anti-poaching fight

British soldiers are to be deployed to Africa to boost the fight against illegal wildlife poaching.  The force will train rangers 
in tracking, infantry, bushcraft and information analysis skills. …

The deployments to Nkhotakota and Majete Wildlife Reserves will begin in May, following a successful pilot scheme in 
Liwonde National Park last year,

Park manager Craig Reid said the training - held in conjunction with conservation non-profit African Parks - helped 
provide “sustainable law enforcement” to an area once overrun by poaching.

Wildlife in major game reserves face threat as Mara River dries up
Daily Nation

Kenya’s Maasai Mara Game Reserve, Serengeti National Park in Tanzania, and the adjoining game-controlled areas have 
only one year-round river, the Mara.  However, the drought that has continued ravaging various parts of the country now 
threatens wildlife in the world-famous parks as the as the Mara River, which serves as the heart of tourism in these areas 
is on the verge of drying up.  It is evident that the water level in the key river has reduced drastically, portending danger in 
the near future. 

The destruction of the Mau Forest complex, the source of the river, has been blamed for the current situation. ...

Mass poisoning incident affects over 100 Critically Endangered vultures
Endangered Wildlife Trust

The Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT), champion of conservation in Africa, is deeply saddened to report another mass 
poisoning of vultures in southern Africa. On 25 February 2018, EWT vulture expert, Andre Botha, assisted at a harrowing 
scene in the Mbashene communal area in southern Mozambique, where the deliberate poisoning of an elephant carcass 
affected at least 104 Critically Endangered vultures.

This has resulted in the death of at least 80 African White-backed Vultures (Gyps africanus) and seven Hooded Vultures 
(Necrosyrtes monachus), with the likelihood that many more fatalities may be discovered by further sweeps of the sur-
rounding area in the next 48 hours. The small tusks taken 
from the young dead elephant, as well as the toxic sub-
stance used to poison the carcass, have been confiscated 
by law enforcement officers, and a suspect is in custody. 
Some of the dead birds found were mutilated, which may 
suggest harvest for belief-based purposes, but without all 
the information available at this early stage, it is difficult 
to speculate as to the motive for this poisoning. What is 
known, is that vultures in Africa are being poisoned deliber-
ately by poachers to prevent the birds alerting authorities to 
the poachers’ illegal activities, or for harvesting and sale of 
body parts for belief-based use.

Fortunately, 17 birds that were immediately treated by the 
response team have responded positively to treatment thus 
far, and we continue to hope that they will pull through. 
Rapid response and appropriate treatment of poisoning victims can make all the difference. We are extremely grateful to 
the response team, which included the EWT’s Andre Botha and the Incomati Conservancy, which is adjacent to the com-
munal area where the incident took place, particularly owner, Dries Gouws, and area manager, Piet Kok, as well as the 
responding vet, Dr João Almeida from Sabie Game Park and the State Veterinary Services at Skukuza, for their incredible 
response to this incident. Without their actions, the outcome could have been far worse. …

KENYA

MOZAMBIQUE



OTHER STUFF

Mozambique News
J Hanlon

Water rationing was re-introduced in Maputo on 15 February despite the heavy rains. Each neighbourhood of Maputo and 
Matola will receive water only on alternate days. A ban on using water from the Umbeluzi river for irrigation has been in 
force for a year, creating problems for banana exporters. The Umbeluzi river rises in South Africa and Swaziland and in 
Mozambique flows into the Pequenos Libombos reservoir, which can hold 400 mn cubic metres of water. But the national 
water bulletin yesterday reports that the reservoir is only 25% full, following two years of drought and then less than 
normal rainfall in Swaziland and southern Mozambique this summer. Maputo City councillor for environment, Luis Nhaca, 
described the water situation in the capital as critical, and said climate change will make it worse.

The era of mega-dams in Brazil may be coming to an end
Jefferson Public Radio

Scandal and protests have prompted the Brazilian government to call a halt to more mega-dam construction in the 
Amazon.

For about the last 20 years, Brazil had “really grandiose plans” for more than 80 big dams in the Amazon basin and 
some of them have gone ahead, says Sue Branford, a Brazil reporter for the environmental news agency Mongabay. But 
problems keep arising with these projects.

“I think some of the problems come back to the fact that they were being funded by the state,” Branford says. “Successive 
governments took electoral funding from the construction companies and then had to find a big project that it could set up 
so that it could pay them back, and this got worse over the years.” …

Frankfurt Zoological Society is celebrating a birthday.

160 years ago today, on 7 March 1858, the first general meeting of the Frankfurt 
Zoological Society was held. 246 shareholders had subscribed to shares of the 
society with a total value of 80,000 guilders. The Frankfurt Senate had found 
that "keeping bears, wolves and wild boars in suitable containers" was safe - 
now it was time to start building a zoo. The creation of a zoo was the purpose of 
the Frankfurt Zoological Society for which Frankfurt citizens interested in natural 
history had joined forces. Only five months later the Frankfurt Zoo opened its 
gates, the second zoo in Germany after Berlin. It was not located at the site of 
today's zoo, but outside the city on Bockenheimer Landstraße.

G: Frankfurt Zoological Society is assisting Zambia in Nsumbu National Park, 
North Luangwa National Park, and, in Zimbabwe, in Gonarazhou National Park.  



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K9.65

P9.54
Nam$11.80

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

17°C (63)  27°C (86)

It’s dry at the moment ...

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE


