
Zambezi River Security Association

Four years ago, the business people who lived along the Zambezi River between the National Park and Royal Chundu 
decided they needed to work together.  There was too much crime along the 60 km stretch of river.  They had to do 
something because many of them found it even difficult to sleep at night.  
Most of the lodges, for guest enjoyment, are not fenced along the river bank.  
It made it for easy access; a couple of thieves in a makora could easily 
sneak in under cover of darkness.  Also, although every property has security 
guards, it was always difficult to vet the guards to ensure their honesty and 
ability to carry out their work.  

It was a case of where there is a will, there is a way, so the Zambezi River 
Security Association (ZRSA) was formed to find that way.  Peter Jones, 
from donations at the River Club, had already helped the people in Simonga 
Village with some infrastructure including a Police Post.  But the post was not 
manned for efficiency.  The focus of ZRSA has been to raise the standards of 
the Post and to make it the centre of their operations.  

Now, four years later the Police Post has a Base Station for radios which 
extends throughout the area, with all the commercial premises being in 
contact.  The Police Post has dormitories – the policemen doing a 2-week-
on, 2-week-off regime.  There are, at anyone time, day or night, at least 3 
policemen on duty.  The police have 3 meals per day, cooked by two orderlies 
who also keep the premises spick and span.

The coup de grace came with the involvement of Jimmy Kayabwe, a retired 
police officer, who had served in the police force for 35 years.  Jimmy brought 

Dear All

This is how a lodge goes shopping in Shoprite.  I counted about 50 Shoprite plastic bags.  Surely, our tour operators 
should send more of a message to other residents of Livingstone.  Or maybe we just don’t care about our environment ...

Town Market and Bus Station
The Times

President Edgar Lungu has directed the Zambia National Service (ZNS) to help complete the intercity bus terminus and 
the ultra-modern market in Livingstone. …
The two facilities, whose construction started in 2012 prior to the United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) 
general assembly, have partially been abandoned by the local authority and the contractor due to a lack of funds. …

LIVINGSTONE



order out of, I won’t say chaos, but out of confusion.  He knew what to do.  
Between Jimmy and the Officer in Charge they insisted that all security guards 
were finger-printed and checked with authorities.  All those found with criminal 
records were fired and new ones brought in with proper, and ongoing, training.

River patrols were carried out on a weekly basis and all illegal activities have 
been stopped along the river.  Last year the ZRSA also managed to buy a new 
vehicle from Toyota, bought at cost price courtesy of Toyota Zambia.  So, now 
they can get around without having to borrow a vehicle.  

There have been lots of stories of their successes, and, of course, some 
failures, but the best I listened to was one of elephant tusk middle-men.  A taxi 
had arrived from Kazungula at the National Park gate during the night.  The 
ZamParks officials were suspicious and asked to see in the boot of the car.  At 
this point the vehicle sped off into the park.  The driver, knowing full well that 
the park gate ahead would have been alerted, was trapped.  He first went into 
Thorntree and asked for some water … he was turned away.  The security 
guard at Thorntree, knowing that something was not right, got on the radio and 
ZRSA was alerted.  The ZRSA vehicle with police officers aboard was soon 
out on a mission.  The taxi and the men inside were caught, along with the 
elephant tusks.

Although the Association was set up to 
help the business people along the river, it is also available for the communities.  
There are five villages in the area and numerous hamlets and farms.  The police 
are on duty for them too.  Domestic violence, drunk and disorderliness, theft of 
property within these communities is also handled.  

There was a case where some local men were found and charged with cattle 
theft and were taken to Central Police in Livingstone.  The wives of these men 
collected en masse at the Simonga Police Station insisting that their husbands 
were brought back to Simonga.  The wives could not afford the taxi fare each day 
to take food to them in Livingstone.  It was quite a scene of many women and 
families crowded around the post.  The authorities obliged and the men, while 
awaiting trial, were kept at Simonga.  

The last big battle fought by the police has been the existence of shabeens in 
the area, of which there were many.  Shabeens are illegal beer halls.  The police 
had been closing them down only to find they were open again the following 
day.  The noise and music blaring from the establishments, not to say the drunk 
and disorderly patrons, were ruining the lives of many villagers.  With help from 
the Council, all shabeens have been inspected and those without the necessary 
facilities and permits have been closed.  All premises are under strict orders to 
close by 10pm.

Although I am sure that some villagers in this area have thought that a lot of fun has been removed from their daily 
routine, most have not.  The children can sleep at night and not be afraid of meeting a drunk when walking to school the 
following morning.  Crime in the area has reduced dramatically and would-be criminals from outside know that the area is 
no-go for their activities.  

Daan Brink, of the Association, says that they are so appreciative of the high standards of the police who are working 
alongside them that he cannot thank them enough.  And the Commissioner of Police, Southern Division, in a letter to the 
Association stated: We write this letter on behalf of the Inspector General of Police to mainly thank your Association for 
the logistical and security support rendered to Simonga Police Post which has resulted in a significant reduction in crime 
occurrences to the community living and conducting business along the Zambezi River.  … It’s really commendable to 
see how your Association has blended in our security system and your interaction with us has inspired our officers, in 
particular those based at Simonga Police Post, to work hard.  …  



Baobab Trail Run 2018
26 May

The Baobab Trail Run is back and it promises 
to be even bigger and better. Taking place 
around pristine secure fenced in African bush 
bordering the Mosi-ao-Tunya National park in 
Livingstone. 
The Baobab trail offers distances for all types 
of runners, whether you’re new to running, a 
walker, casual runner, or a seasoned runner 
looking for a great trail run!
Choose to do a 3.5 Km, 7 Km, 10 Km or kids 
fun run! 
Entry fee for the race is K200 contact: 
baobabtrailrun@gmail.com for registration. 
Registration closes 1 May 2017.
There will be a fun run for the kids, face 
painting, food, and drinks.

Zambia Borders

After my tirade about Kazungula border post the other week, I had an email from a reader about their experiences 
crossing borders into Zambia.  They have driven into Zambia on many occasions for a holiday between 2003 and 2014.  
This is part of the email:
On each occasion the crossing from Kasane into Zambia on the ferry has been chaos and has become progressively 
worse. As soon as the ferry arrives in Zambia one is besieged by a gaggle of “helpers”. The vehicle is completely 
surrounded with pushing and shoving people. From this chaos it is necessary to select one person - a guide!! In addition, 
the parking area contains lots of other cars and a huge selection of trucks. Utter chaos. Then one has to proceed to all 
sorts of different unhelpful different control points to deal with payments for customs, visa, insurance, road tax, etc…….. It 
takes a long time and is very unpleasant. A similar chaos ensues if one crosses into Zambia at Sesheke - but not as bad. 
We have also found that when one gets to a particular control pay point there is no one there or there should be three 
different people at different points but only one is there — tea breaks or sometimes lunch!!
 
I must emphasise to you Gill that we have travelled by road to almost every game reserve between SA and the Masai 
Mara - so into and out of Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Tanzania and Kenya. Everywhere else has been easy 
and travel to Namibia and Botswana is seamless.
 
We have also found that fuel prices in Zambia are high and the daily cost of driving into South Luangwa Park is very high.
 
The upshot of all this is that Zambia 
has become much less desirable ( I 
hesitate to say undesirable ). We have 
spent long stays there in many different 
camps and lodges and have loved it. 
But with the changes in Zimbabwe 
tourists may find that easier.

And here is another comment:
My husband and I spent the best part 
of Christmas eve waiting to cross at 
Kazungula, me thinks it might have 
been quicker by horse and wagon or 
aerial cable

I have been asking various people 
about the border and all say that there 
is no law and order at Kazungula and 
that the only way anything can be done 
is for the government to step in and 
sort out the situation.  

ZAMBIA



City Maria gives hope to Blue Water Dam
Zambia Development Agency

For many years, the Ngwenya Dam has been 
known to be notorious for dumping of bodies, 
a den of crime and pollution – visiting the 
place has always been at owner’s risk.

Driving about 10 minutes south of Lusaka’s 
central business district, one is greeted by 
slums and in the middle of the shantytown 
is a huge dam developed from excessive 
quarrying, and is full of plastic bottles and 
debris and sometimes human bodies.

While some have considered the place 
as a danger-zone, investors have seen 
Ngwenya Dam, which is popularly known 
as blue waters, as a tourism site, which 
can turn-around the economy and face of 
Msisi Township, which is characterised by 
unemployment and poverty.

One such investor is City Maria Investment 
Limited that plans to develop a multi-mode 
waterfront property development project at 
Ngwenya Dam (blue water) in Msisi Township, 
has called on local authorities to open the 
road leading to the dam.

The company, which last week signed 
promotion and protection agreement (IPPA) 
with the Zambia Development Agency (ZDA), 
is expected to develop a US$70 million project 
dubbed ‘Maria Pleasure Resort’, comprising 
an up market four-star hotel, conference 
rooms, restaurants, apartments, office 
buildings and boating facilities on the dam.

G: This would be an amazing project if/
when it happens but …  You can see from 
the maps that the dam is, as the ZDA article 
states, surrounded by poor people in make-
shift homes.  There is one open area near 
the Kafue Road where, we can assume, this 
project will take place.  Also, I can find no 
mention of City Maria Investment or Maria Pleasure Resort on the internet, other than in this article.  Let’s hope they are 
serious as US$70 million is a lot of money …  



Zambia Primate Project

This young female vervet monkey was 
presented yesterday by her illegal ‘owner’ 
at the vet clinic at UNZA. It beggars belief 
how he allowed her to suffer so much before 
doing something about it. The wire he used to 
restrain her in captivity was embedded deep 
into her flesh. Thanks to UNZA vets for holding 
onto her and contacting DNPW and ZPP. She 
has been hospitalised and is being treated 
for her injuries before being moved into rehab 
and being prepared by us for a life back in the 
wild. The good news is that the man returned 
to UNZA today to surrender a second monkey 
that he was holding illegally as a pet, an adult 
male. We are keeping both monkeys together 
to help the injured juvenile female feel less 
stressed whilst she is in hospital.

Conservation South Luangwa

A community member kindly reported this python to DNPW 
after it had killed a domestic dog. For the its own safety 
and that of the dogs, it was caught by CSL and DNPW and 
released into the national park.

Zambian Carnivore Programme

Congratulations to Thandiwe Mweetwa on her selection as a WINGS WorldQuest 2018 
Women of Discovery Awardee! The Awards “recognize the extraordinary women around 
the world contributing to world knowledge and science through exploration.” Read the full 
announcement here:
http://www.wingsworldquest.org/2018-women-of-discovery

Photo by Ed Selfe.



Our fight against invasive species continues!
WWF Zambia

We are working with the International Crane Foundation and the Department of National Parks & Wildlife (DNPW) on a 
three-year project to control the spread of the Giant 
Sensitive Tree (Mimosa pigra) commonly known 
as “Mimosa” and restore the Kafue Flats floodplain 
grasslands to productivity, enhancing their ability to 
support important biodiversity of the flats. This project 
is a large-scale, highly intensive control effort with 
substantial community involvement that is aimed at 
reducing the area of cover of Mimosa to less than 5% of 
the current known cover, among other key focuses.

The project has also created employment opportunities 
to locals as over 100 field workers from the surrounding 
communities have been engaged to physically remove 
the Mimosa within Lochinvar National Park. So far, 
more than 500 hectors within Lochinvar National Park 
has been cleared of Mimosa!

G: Fantastic news 

Drones

We are embarking on a Pilot Project, aimed at 
equipping the Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife (DNPW), the Zambia Carnivores Programme 
(ZCP), Africa Parks (AP), Conservation Lower Zambezi 
(CLZ), @GameRangersInt , Elephant Connections 
(EC)+ the Kasanka Trust(KT) with Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (UAVs) also known as drones.

The drones will be used for surveillance of poaching 
threats, wildlife surveys and monitoring as well as 
mitigation of human wildlife conflicts. This technology 
will revolutionise wildlife surveillance, research and 
monitoring for conservation sector in Zambia.

Coming into 2018 like an Elephant Charger! This year the 
4x4 adventure continues to support wildlife in Zambia.

Join the herd at the Elephant Charge 2018: Saturday 29 
September. Secret location in Zambia’s wilderness.



100-day Programme

With the change in government in Zim, the new President has given his ministers 100 days to outline development 
programmes.  

From Bulawayo 24
Government is planning to refurbish the underutilised Hwange National Park Airport into an international facility with some 
investors already showing interest in the project, a Cabinet Minister has said.

From Newsday
President Emmerson Mnangagwa’s government has unveiled plans to construct a $100 million airport at Beitbridge 
Border Post to expedite business and tourism development in the area. …
Beitbridge Airport will be the first of the many planned countrywide and construction was expected to start soon coinciding 
with the dualisation of the Beitbridge-Chirundu Highway. …
Transport and Infrastructure Development minister Joram Gumbo, said the government will in two weeks take delivery of 
train locomotives and wagons for the ailing National Railways of Zimbabwe to revive rail passenger and goods transport.

 “Soon there will be a lot of activity seen here when machinery for construction of both the airport and the road begins to 
land at Beitbridge.”

“Plant equipment for the road construction is currently being assembled in South Africa and will be here soon. Note that 
we will be doing the two roads leading from Beitbridge to Victoria Falls and Chirundu at the same time we are doing 
the one-stop border post and the airport,” Gumbo, who was accompanied by officials from Air Zimbabwe and the Civil 
Aviation Authority of Zimbabwe, said. …

The articles do not mention where the money is going to come from for these infrastructure projects and, although it 
wasn’t mentioned in the media we can only assume that the government will also look into the provision of water to the 
residents of Bulawayo and Harare.

We do know that money is being made available to Zimbabwe by the EU:

EU provides €15m for irrigation projects
Newsday

The European Union (EU) has pledged to provide €15 million for irrigation projects and the erection of electric fences 
around game parks located close to human settlements to minimise human-wildlife conflicts.

Environment, Water and Climate minister Oppah Muchinguri:  
“We are working with EU, they gave us €15 million through the Ministry of Finance for us to identify these settlers and 
villagers surrounding the parks with the whole essence of empowering them through irrigation schemes,” she said.

“We are in the process of erecting electric fence so that we demarcate communal areas and conservancies. That way 
diseases like foot and mouth will be managed because our own people in the search of grazing land and water, are 
cutting down fences and that’s why these animals stray to their homes like lions especially in Manicaland, Masvingo and 
Hwange.

“Plans for construction of kraals are in place too because these animals prey on goats and cows at night while in kraals. 
The design we have will be friendly to domesticated animals.”

Muchinguri said they had resolved to increase hunting permits to foreign and local hunters in an effort to raise additional 
funds to develop the communities.

“We have been directed by our Cabinet to increase hunting quarters in these Campfire areas and we will mobilise more 
money to build schools, buy medication for the clinics that we will build and roads. We hope that the intervention will see 
us improving the lives of our people.”
 
She said due to increased poaching incidents they were going to be recruiting 300 more rangers to be deployed in parks 
in the next three months to tighten security. …

ZIMBABWE



Bhejane Trust

National Parks at Katombora on the upper Zambezi ambushed a group of Zambian poachers, between 14 and 20 strong. 
One was wounded and captured and is under guard in hospital. Ammunition, mealie meal, shoes, mosquito nets and 
various items were recovered. It is believed the group was intercepted on its way in and had not shot any elephant yet. 
The injured suspect is from Lusaka.

Then later, from Newsday:

A suspected Zambian poacher is battling for his life at Victoria Falls Hospital, after he was injured in a shootout with 
rangers from the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority (Zimparks) at Katombola Wafawafa base in the 
Upper Zambezi area on Sunday.

The suspect, William Tembo from Lusaka, was allegedly shot in the leg and captured while his five accomplices fled the 
scene, after being intercepted in the game park.

Zimparks spokesperson Tinashe Farawo confirmed Tembo’s arrest.
“We have increased our mobile operations and it is bearing fruit. We are snubbing these poachers. Over the weekend, 
Wafawafa rangers together with police officers were on patrol in the Katombola area and that is when they encountered 
these Zambians,” he said.
“They were ambushed and that led to serious exchange of gunfire. They (rangers) were heavily armed and managed to 
shoot Tembo on the leg and the rest fled the scene.
“We recovered 20 rounds of ammunition while the other 10 were discovered upon Tembo’s arrest. They also had mealie 
meal,cooking oil, beans, kapenta fish, seven cellphones, shoes, mosquito nets, blankets and sacks, among other various 
items.”

This should not be a surprise after a comment in The Herald:

Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority rangers will not hesitate to shoot and kill poachers, Environment, 
Water and Climate Minister Oppah Muchinguri-Kashiri has said. She was speaking at a pass out parade for rangers and 
dog handlers in Hwange recently. …

Victoria Falls Anti Poaching Unit

A routine patrol finds an endangered White- backed Vulture 
which is not well. We have handed the bird over to the Victoria 
Falls Wildlife Trust, who can hopefully assist the bird to full 
recovery.

We are very happy to be able to report that we were able to 
dart and immobilize this adult buffalo that had a very tight 
snare around its sternum. Luckily the wire had not cut in too 
deep and the animal will make a full recovery.

Bhejane Trust

Two poachers in the Binga area, arrested on Saturday in possession of 6 tusks weighing 12,1kg, a .303 rifle, and 2kg of 
cyanide, were today sentenced in Binga magistrates court to 20 years imprisonment, with 5 years suspended, for illegal 
possession of ivory, weapons and cyanide. This follows some great work by Parks Investigations working with an informer 
network - very well done to them!!



Desalination Plant
New Era

Windhoek-The initial plans to jointly set up a multi-billion-dollar pipeline that will draw water from the Atlantic Ocean and 
be shared as desalinated water by Namibia and Botswana is still on the cards.
This was reaffirmed by visiting Botswana President Lieutenant-General Seretse Khama Ian Khama, who is in Namibia on 
a two-day state visit.

Mid-2016, President Hage Geingob revealed during a function held at State House that the two governments were in 
discussions to pump desalinated water from the Atlantic Ocean through a pipeline that will stretch to Botswana. …

BOTS-NAM

Kalahari research and conservation

It seems like one of the factors leading to a decline in 
the number of vultures is the lack of vital minerals in 
the development of chicks. Many chicks were found 
at the base of nesting sites unable to fly, suspected 
of deficiency in calcium. Some chicks were taken to 
Mokolodi nature reserve for rehabilitation (feeding) to 
give them a chance to survive and serve the ecosystem. 
A big thank you to Mokolodi nature reserve for hosting 
these birds. A thank you to the department of wildlife 
and national parks for allowing and participating in this 
initiative. A team work between KRC, government of 
Botswana and Mokolodi nature reserve hopes to find a 
solution to this problem. A recent visit by KRC team was 
graced by signs of good health by these birds.

BOTSWANA
The Tshilli Farmstall
 
Morning Maun! We have gone “plastic-strawless”...Hooray! - come 
and drink your ginger coolers with our reed straws, made by the 
ladies in the Tsutsubega community. You can also buy bundles of 
straws from us for use at home or your businesses... come and try 
them out and don’t use those plastics straws anymore! We have 
found a zero waste alternative for you...



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K9.80

P9.67
Nam$12.10

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

15°C (59)  30°C (86)

It is raining nonstop at the moment and we 
are told to expect more of the same for the 
coming week.

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE

Thanks to Richard van Schalkwyk.
“This Barbie doll was lying in the roof gutter at my daughter’s house. A few days later it was part of a weaver’s nest! This 
is not fake. None of the grandkids put it there. Nor did I. Her hair is woven into the nest! “


