
This week I have had my head into finding campsites around Zambia.  This is, of course, for A Window on Zambia.  I have 
been in touch with some South African Travel sites who help self-drive to find secure, clean campsites around Africa.  
They tell me that Zambia is ‘difficult’.  So, I set to with a will to try to find out what is available.    

If we consider countries like Namibia, Botswana, South Africa and Zimbabwe their tourism was promoted by visitors who 
drove into the country, toured around budget accommodation and then told the world about the wonders of the country.  It 
was on the back of the self-drive that the luxury market built their lodges and their reputation.  

Zambia is doing it backwards.  We have an exceptional luxury market for our visitors with famous lodges all over the 
country, but we do not get many self-drive visitors.  I am not going to go into our borders again … although probably I 
should … but, researching on the internet and in books, I have only found a limited number of campsites around the 
country.  

My feeling is that because our luxury market is doing well, the government sees all these monied people visiting the 
country and is over-playing the bureaucracy and taxes due from tour operators.  I know this from Zambians in Livingstone 
who are desperately trying to join in the tourism industry but fail because they cannot keep up with the necessary 
paperwork and costs.  We really need to look at this so that Zambia earns more income from the industry.  

A family or group who visit Zambia by touring around in their own vehicle, spend money in shops, markets, petrol stations.  
They may not pay US$500 per night per person but they do spread around their spending within the local communities.  
People who visit us in luxury lodges, fly in, spend their time at 
the lodge and then fly out again.  They may visit a local school or 
village and make a donation but this is the limit of their input to the 
local communities.  

Self-drive visitors have to be encouraged so that Zambia’s tourism 
industry can grow.  It would be good to see authorities have a 
meeting with all the facts presented to them on the barriers to this 
type of tourist and to make some amendments to the rules.  We 
need this so that Zambians can enter the tourism industry and 
more money from tourism gets into the local communities.  

As I have mentioned before, the Northern Circuit is dependent 
upon self-drive tourists.  Without them, all the advertising and all 
the words uttered by authorities about how wonderful it is, will be 
futile.  Many of the roads have been tarred in the north which does 
make it a lot easier, so we can be grateful for that.  But we need 
more help from government – border controls, bureaucracy and 
costs to the tour operators.  

Anyhow, have a look at the new page on the website: Camping.  It 
is still a ‘work in progress’ but it is a start.  I would love to hear from 
anyone who has extra information.  

Dear All

The power went off at 9am yesterday.  I waited ... and waited ...  It came on again at 7pm ...
Fortunately this is not a long newsletter.  I think everyone has been staying at home because it has not stopped raining, or 
so it seems, for the past two weeks ...



India’s Sterling and Wilson to build 54.3 MW solar plant in Zambia
PV Magazine

India-headquartered solar EPC company Sterling and Wilson is to build a 54.3 MW solar PV plant in Zambia under the 
International Finance Corporation’s (IFC) Scaling Solar program.

The project will be the first utility-scale solar farm in Zambia, and the first under the Scaling Solar program to be built 
exclusively for grid connection.

The developer being the project is French renewables firm Neoen, which will act as Independent Power Producer (IPP) 
of the plant once it is commissioned. Sterling and Wilson has confirmed that the location of the solar farm is to be in the 
Kafue district of Zambia, some 20 km southeast of the nation’s capital, Lusaka. ...

ZAMBIA

Illegal Fishing in Lochinvar National Park
Zambian Honorary Wildlife Police Officers

Update from our Southern HWPO Unit who have recently been carrying out joint patrols with DNPW Officers in Lochinvar 
National Park.

The Banana Boat, with a Mercury 15 HP engine which 
was kindly donated by Delta Farms and has been put to 
good use over the last two months. The DNPW Scouts and 
HWPOs have confiscated boats and illegal fishing nets, 
many of which are made from shade cloth, and arrested 
unauthorised fishermen on the Chunga Lagoon within the 
Park.

The practice of using small sized, illegal fishing nets at this 
time of year has a huge impact on fish populations. These 
illegal fishing nets gather up all the tiny fish and fingerlings 
during the breeding season. This means that there will be 
less fish in the Park which negatively effects its ecology, 
destroying the habitat that the numerous water birds that 
live, and migrate to the Park, depend on.

Once again, thank you to Delta Farms and our Southern HWPO Unit for all their time and generous donations for the 
protection of this important habitat.



Leading the fight against invasive plants in Zambia
BirdLife

Birdwatch Zambia’s Nature’s Heroes of 2017 are the Meembe Site Support and Farmers Group, who take care of the 
Lukanga Swamp IBA, an enormous wetland in central Zambia.

The Nature’s Heroes award recognises the Meembe Site Support and Farmers Group success in working with the 
Zambian BirdLife Partner to stimulate interest in, and further the conservation of, wild birds and their habitats, through 
various conservation actions and awareness initiatives within and around the IBA.
The 330,000 ha IBA consists of a core of permanent swamp surrounded by the floodplains of several rivers. Most local 
people, who live on higher ground which remains dry throughout the year, are engaged in small scale fishing and farming.

Over 300 bird species have been recorded in the swamp, including Wattled Crane and African Skimmer, and the wetland 
is home to many large mammals such as the threatened marsh antelope, the Sitatunga.
In recent years the swamp has been invaded by Kariba weed (Salvinia molesta), a floating plant native to Brazil which 
can form mats up to two feet thick on the surface of the water. The weed blocks access for fisherman, birds and 
mammals, and when it decays, starves fish and other aquatic life of oxygen. In the absence of a biological control, it can 
only be removed mechanically or manually, but is so prolific that it can Among their other activities, the 22 members of the 
Meembe Site Support and Farmers Group have led the community in clearing Kariba weed.

“The overwhelming response that the ordinary community members have shown by getting involved in the annual 
removal of the invasive plant indicates that the conservation awareness promoted by the Meembe Site Support and 
Farmers Group is bearing positive results”, said Kelvin Mkandawire, BirdWatch Zambia’s Site Support Group coordinator.

“The removal of the Kariba Weed from parts of the wetland helps the habitat recover lost oxygen, opens up blocked 
breeding areas for fish species, and makes movement of local fishermen easier”, Kelvin added. “The action also 
opens up foraging areas for waterbirds and waders, most of which are migratory species that depend on this Ramsar 
Site.” Fishermen, and the local traders who sell their fish, have reported improvements in their catches following weed 
clearance.

The Site Support Group works with the Zambian Government’s Fisheries Department to enforce fishing regulations. In 
addition to Birdwatch Zambia, they 
collaborate with other conservation 
NGOs, and with research teams from 
institutions such as the Copperbelt 
University, and the University of 
Zambia.

Their work meets several of 
the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals, which aim to 
end poverty, protect the planet and 
ensure prosperity for all, as part of a 
new sustainable development agenda 
with specific targets to be achieved by 
2030.



Illegal Fishing Nets Found in the Kabompo River
Zambian Honorary Wildlife Police Officers

Our Copperbelt HWPO Unit have sent us these photos from their Kabompo River patrol last weekend.

They confiscated illegal fishing nets, along with dried and 
fresh fish, and one arrest was made. The difficult terrain 
made it harder for the Unit to remove the illegal nets in the 
dambos and although a number of suspected fishermen 
were seen, they quickly paddled away when spotted.

The Kabompo River is one of the main tributaries of the 
Upper Zambezi River and it forms the western border of 
West Lunga National Park. The 3 month fishing ban, which 
started on the 1st December, is the period for fish to breed 
so that fishing stocks can be naturally renewed for the rest 
of the year.

The Unit would like to thank everyone who contributed their 
time, hard work, and for the diesel!



Zimbabwe announces new visa regime
Africa News

The government of Zimbabwe has announced a revised visa regime which will see citizens from 28 countries receive 
visas on arrival, in a bid to improve travel facilitation and unlock the potential of the tourism industry. …

Among the 28 countries moved from category C (visa obtained before travelling) to category B (visa issued on arrival) 
include India, Mexico, Ethiopia, Panama, Romania and Armenia among others. …

The African Union (AU) recently launched the Single African Air Transport Market (SAATM), the first step in 
implementation of continent-wide visa free regimes including issuance of visas at ports of entry for all Africans.

Rwanda has the most progressive visa regime on the continent, having recently announced the start of its open border 
policy which allows, visitors from all countries in the world would be issued visas on arrival.

Rwanda’s president, recently elected AU chairperson, Paul Kagame, said free movement of persons is achievable in 
2018. The AU Agenda calls for the abolishment of visa requirements for all African citizens in all African countries by 
2018. ...

ZIMBABWE

NAMIBIA
WILDLIFE RESORTS TO HOST MOTORCYCLISTS ON AN EXCLUSIVE KAZA TOUR
Namibian Economist

The Namibia Wildlife Resorts (NWR) will be hosting the Tshwane Legends Bikers Club (TLB) from Gauteng, South Africa 
on a nine-day tour of all the Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA-TFCA) countries.

The tour will kick off on 11 May and end on 20 May with 
the aim of exposing the TLB riders to Botswana, Namibia, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe and Angola which form the KAZA-TFCA.

During the tour, NWR will cater to 40 bikers and 20 Jeep 
drivers who will be providing backup support during the 
trip. The trip will not only consist of the bikers riding across 
the KAZA countries but will touch on each country’s unique 
selling points such as the culture, the people, the food and 
fun activities.

The conservation area is unique in that it includes the 
Okavango Delta, which is the world’s largest inland river 
delta, as well as the famous Victoria Falls, which is one of 
the seven natural wonders of the world.

NWR’s Managing Director, Zelna Hengari shared her 
excitement at the interest that is being shown towards the 
KAZA countries.



Thousands of birds

Please be CAREFUL when driving in the Okahanda - 
Wilhelmstal/ Otjiwarongo area!
Thousands of birds (Abdim’s stork, yellow billed kites,...) are 
trying to catch termites there
Photograph: Norah Doll

Lüderitz Marine Research with Elinor Durr and Ingrid 
Wiesel.

I MET THE BEACH CLEANING CREW THIS MORNING:

This morning on the west side of Grossebucht Beach, I noted a freshly dead fur seal pup, attended by a lonely jackal. 
Nothing unusual, but suddenly from the hummocks appeared our Grossebucht brown hyena. It walked straight past the 
jackal, picked up the fur seal and carried it away. Halfway up the beach though, it noticed the jackal following a bit too 
close for its liking (as well as the human with the camera). It briefly dropped the pup and showed everyone who is the 
boss by doing an impressive display of erect fur from neck to tail, which makes the animal look more than twice its size. 
The jackal got the message (I did not) so the hyena picked up the fur seal pup and disappeared through the hummocks.
Good to see a young healthy hyena doing its job on our beaches.



BLOOD LIONS CAMPAIGN BITES THOSE EXPLOITING LIONS 
IAN MICHLER 
Invent Africa Safaris
Cape Town, South Africa

Blood Lions, the hard-hitting documentary on the captive breeding and commercial exploitation of predators, was 
released over two years ago. During this time, the ongoing global campaign to end these practices has achieved many 
notable successes. The most recent comes with the largest American hunting associations (see links) condemning 
the breeding lions for canned hunting. Their position statements come with a ban on all breeders and canned hunting 
operators from exhibiting at hunting fairs in the USA. 

www.iol.co.za/the-star/news/holding-lions-conservation-and-brand-south-africa-captive-12994741 

https://www.iol.co.za/news/opinion/sa-captive-lion-hunters-isolated-and-under-fire-13222991 

Despite these successes, the Blood Lions campaign believes that the fight to keep lions wild is far from over. “While we 
welcome the recent announcements from US hunting bodies condemning canned hunting, the campaign is far from over. 
We expect those involved to turn to Russia, China and some of the east European countries for new markets,” says Ian 
Michler, Consultant and Lead Character in the film as well as Co-leader of the campaign. He also said that the tourism 
industry will increasingly be a focus of the campaign. “Canned hunting is only one of many revenue streams. Those 
operating breeding farms for the cub petting and ‘walking with lions’ industries are still making significant profits exploiting 
lions, often on the back of misleading or false claims to the conservation benefits of their operations. We need to ensure 
all visitors to the continent are made aware of the real conservation challenges and efforts involving lions and other 
predators,” he said. 

Hart Nursery, Cape Town

People please!!! We urge You All Not to spray chemically based poison insect killers 
including Roundup and other pesticides in your gardens anymore... You’re Killing 
chameleons that feed on these insects everyday!!! - So please, there are much more 
environmentally friendly insect pest control products on the market these days...

OTHER STUFF



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K9.85

P9.52
Nam$11.75

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

17°C (63)  27°C (861)

It is still raining nonstop ... cold too ... socks 
and jumpers ...  more rain on the way ...

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE


