
Dear All

A Victoria Falls Rainbow ...

LIVINGSTONE
Promoting Tourism

As you know I have started the website: A Window on Zambia, to help us get more visitors in Zambia by providing much-
needed basic information.  But there is one thing that I cannot do to promote tourism and that is to improve our borders 
and without that control our tourism is doomed.  

I have remarked upon Livingstone Airport and that, previously, it could take over an hour to pass through customs and 
immigration.  This now seems to have been addressed with the immigration officials being proactive.
But, over this holiday period, I have listened to comments about Kazungula border and that visitors who have come 
through during December have vowed never to come again (and, surely, they will pass their message on to friends).
I have written about this before but it is worth repeating.  

On the Botswana side of the border it is quiet and orderly.  There are no odd-bods around trying to sell you buns or 
foreign currency.  I am sure that if such a person was found within the security area of the border, President Khama would 
be there like a shot, arrest him, put him in jail and throw away the key.  Botswana is serious about its tourism industry. 
There is one counter for immigration and one counter for customs.  Usually within 10-15 minutes, a traveller is through 
and on the road.  

Now, come over to Zambia …  The first thing a visitor notices is the mass of trucks clogging up the dilapidated driveway 
and car park with absolutely no order imposed.  Having found a place to park their vehicle, the people wade through a 
mass of bun sellers, money changers and so-called agents.  I am told that this new attraction of agents is because the 
border is so difficult to negotiate that agents are needed to help our visitors get through all the bureaucracy.  Although 
our visitors need to visit one immigration counter in the main building, the rest of it can be distributed round and about.  
There is toll fee; there is pontoon fee; there is ‘proper’ customs and the TIP, there is insurance to buy and finally there is a 
Council levy.  

Visitors over our past holiday period have spent, often, 4 hours, at the border and have arrived in Livingstone stressed 
and furious.  
As I said, I am trying to do my bit to promote tourism.  Zambia Tourism Agency goes to road shows all over the world to 
promote tourism at vast expense to the tax-payer.  But until we address our borders we are doomed.  With Zimbabwe 
now coming back onto the travel market we are going to lose the few we had gained.  Are we serious about promoting 
tourism?



Zambia Railways

From the Times: 
THE Government has engaged the Business Regulatory Review Agency (BRRA) to ascertain the regulatory impact of the 
Statutory Instrument (SI) to shift transportation of 30 per cent of bulk cargoes from road to rail.  …

Mr Mushimba, Transport and Communications Minister, said in a statement released in Lusaka yesterday that the 
way forward on the SI would be known after BRRA 
ascertaining the impact on business.  He said the 
feasibility study report for the Brownfield projects of 
revamping Zambia Railways Limited (ZRL) and Tanzania 
Zambia Railway (TAZARA) had been completed.

Mr Mushimba said from the feasibility study, two sections 
of Mulobezi to Kafue and Kafue to Chililabombwe were 
completed and approved at an estimated cost of US$2 
billion.

Cabinet last year approved the proposal for Government 
to acquire 30 per cent shares in North-Western 
Railway Company which would formally commence the 
construction of Chingola - Jimbe Railway project under 
Public Private Partnership Agreement (PPP) arrangement. 
…

G: Wouldn’t it be great to see the Mulobezi line fixed ... the people of Mulobezi rely so much on the train as the road 
connection is long and it is such a lovely route for tourists, especially if we can entice steam train enthusiasts.

Mazabuka Road
ZNBC

Government has engaged Inyatsi Contractors to immediately start working on the damaged portion of the Kafue – 
Mazabuka road. Southern Province Minister Edify Hamukale has confirmed that the contractor has already moved on site 
to commence works.

ZAMBIA



The Northern Circuit

From the Daily Mail:

THE tourism industry in Luapula province will create thousands of 
jobs for the local people this year because of the planned extensive 
promotion, Luapula Minister Nickson Chilangwa has said.
Mr Chilangwa said the province has beautiful tourist attraction sites 
which will be promoted worldwide to attract tourists and create jobs 
for the people.
He said the province was poised for massive development, a clear 
indication of Government’s commitment to improve certain sectors 
of the economy. …

G: As I have commented above, Zambia can never promote 
tourism until it addresses our borders.  The Northern Circuit mostly 
must depend upon self-drive visitors and they won’t come while we 
provide such a terrible service.  
The map is one I produced for the website.  As the Luapula 
Minister quite rightly noted, it has some stunning sites.  However, 
he needs to bring up the issue of our borders in Parliament.  I hear 
that Nakonde border is equally chaotic ...

An Island in Lake Tanganyika

From the Lusaka Times:
Presidential Affairs Minister Freedom Sikazwe has written to the 
Commissioner of Lands to consider revoking the title deed for 
a private citizen who has bought an island on Lake Tanganyika.  
Mr. Sikazwe says the over one thousand people that live on 
the Island were not aware that their village has been given 
out to an individual.  He told ZNBC news that the community 
only discovered the island belonged to an individual when a 
contractor engaged by government to build a school was turned 
away by the owner of the land.

Mr. Sikazwe who is Mpulungu Member of Parliament said the 
community has now petitioned him demanding answers on how 
a title deed was given to an individual without the knowledge of 
the villagers. …

G: I can only see two islands in Lake Tangayika and they are both near Mpulungu and only one seems to have people 
on it – the one further to the north.  I assume that’s the one ...  It seems very odd that anyone would want to own the land 
and even more strange that Lands Department would ‘sell’ it.  Surely there must be some mistake …



Zambian Carnivore Programme in Liuwa

The first lion cubs of Liuwa in over a decade have turned 4 years 
old this month, and with the abundance of prey in Liuwa the male 
has grown rapidly into a stunning animal! Here DNPW Ecologist 
Helen Ndakala and ZCP Ecologist Shadrach Mwaba replace his 
satellite collar before the rains as part of the collaborative APN, 
DNPW and ZCP carnivore conservation work. Photo by Daan 
Smit

Just before getting ~350ml of rain in 4 days, our collaborative 
AP, DNPW and ZCP teams got the final collarings of the year 
done, including a satellite collar on a male cheetah! Conservation 
Biologist Trainee Dean Banda (L) gets assistance from ZCP field 
researcher and Vet Nursing student Kings Chimungu (R) as they 
work with ZCP’s Dr. Mwamba Sichande (back, right) and Daan 
Smit (M) and APN-DNPW’s Mboo Masilokwa.

Liuwa newsletter

New Lion Cubs. 
We are extremely excited to announce the birth of 3 new 
cubs to Lioness 281. She gave birth to her cubs in early 
November, and were first spotted by the Zambia Carnivore 
Program (ZCP) monitors on the 20th November. More 
recently on the 19th December, mother and cubs left their 
den for the first time and joined up with her pride. Li-281 
has shown to be a great mother hardly leaving her cubs 
side. Helped by her fellow pride members and the plentiful 
wildebeest who have arrived back from the migrations, she 
has been able to spend alot of her time in close proximity 
to the den providing the best possible care. The Liuwa Lion 
Pride has had a turbulent year, and it is great to see new 
members of the pride, bringing our lion population to 10.
Photo Credit: Daan Smit

Cheetah Cubs. 
November was a great month for predators. Two cheetah females 177 and 180 gave birth to new cubs. It is currently 
unknown the exact number of each litter, but we believe possibly up to 7 new animals have been born. Fantastic news for 
our cheetah population which is now estimated at between 15 - 20.



Export of Mukula Logs

For a few days the media was full of stories about Mukula logs being exported from Zambia.  

In The Citizen there was an article about PF youths barricading the warehouse where trucks were being loaded with 
mukula.  
On Friday the youths mobilized themselves and intercepted eleven (11) trucks carrying Mukula logs for export.  The 
youths found at the scene in Chilanga accused State House Special Assistant for Politics, Kaizer Zulu as being behind 
what they termed “illegal export of Mukula trees.”

From the ZAFFICO statement if 1st Jan:
As the public may be aware, following the unsustainable harvesting of Mukula trees, the Government of the Republic of 
Zambia decided to ban the harvesting and trading of Mukula logs. Consequently, the Government through the Ministry of 
Lands and Natural Resources introduced measures to curb the illegal harvesting, transporting and trading of Mukula logs 
in accordance with the Forests Act No. 4 of 2015 of the Laws of Zambia.

As a result, all Mukula logs that were illegally harvested across the country were confiscated by Government. 
Subsequently, the Government decided to auction the confiscated Mukula logs locally. However, the local auction system 
was abused as the people/companies who bought the logs through auction would illegally harvest Mukula logs but using 
the auction documents and claim that the Mukula logs were bought through auction.

In order to prevent the confiscated Mukula logs from going to waste, Government decided to appoint ZAFFICO to export 
logs on its behalf so that some economic value could be realised from the sale of the logs. It should be observed that 
ZAFFICO identified China as the market to export Mukula logs as there is currently no known market where Mukula logs 
are processed other than China. ...
 
From ZNBC
The 21 trucks laden with Mukula logs intercepted in Kafue district last Friday have finally started off to Chirundu border. 
The Mukula logs are destined for China, an export consignment by the Zambia Forest and Forestry Company -ZAFFICO-, 
on behalf of government. …

But on 4th January from the Lusaka Times: 
The Zambia Revenue Authority has intercepted a total of 22 Mukula trucks worth 6.6 Million Kwacha.  
Among them 3 trucks were intercepted in South Africa at Beit Bridge and are being brought back into Lusaka.  
The Elite ZRA Anti-Smuggling Squad has been working with various security wings of government to make sure the 
contraband is brought back to Zambia. …

And on 5th January from Zambia Reports:
The Mukula tree narrative appears to have no end despite the heavy warnings by law enforcement wings with 22 more 
trucks intercepted at the Chirundu border ferrying the logs illegally.
Barely 48 hours after the chaos caused by the interception of 21 trucks in Chilanga there has been another 22 trucks 
impounded. …

Since then it seems to have gone quiet.  Interestingly, though, this appeared on the Namibian News on 2nd January: 
Anti-Corruption Commission, Republic of Namibia to Anti-Corruption Commission, Republic of Namibia Group
The Anti-Corruption Commission followed up on information that was circulated on facebook in regard to trucks that 
were seen at the Walvis bay Weighbridge with possible logs, suspected to be the products of “illegal logging”. Following 
a preliminary investigation, a load of “ Mukula (Pterocarpus Chrysothrix, “gold” or “green copper”) consisting of 121 logs 
(around 20 cubic meters) were thus far seized by the Commission and an investigation opened (ACC HQO 17-002527) in 
respect of possible forged documentation utilised in order to transit the wood through Namibia to “Zheijiang Wutong Tree 
Supply Chain Management Company Limited” in China. It is believed that the origin of these trees are the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC). Investigation continues.

Then later: 
Authorised Officers of the ACC on New Years Eve, around 23:00 stopped and seized a fifth load of Rosewood carried on 
a Zambian truck. This truck too carried forged paperwork based on documentation bearing the same serial numbers as 
two earlier loads confiscated. It is now becoming more evident that a network of agents on the Zambian and Namibian 
sides of the border are the facilitators of this documentation. The load of timber as well as the truck was confiscated 
pending investigation and the driver are being questioned.

I have no idea what is going on.  It is all very confusing …



Red Locusts Resurface in Mumbwa
Times

AUTHORITIES in Mumbwa District in Central Province say the red locusts - the crop-eating grasshoppers which wreaked 
havoc last farming season - have resurfaced in Chief Shakumbila’s area.  District Commissioner Felix Ndopu said more 
than 30 hectares of farmland had been affected by the insects and that farmers were now panicking to save the crop from 
being completely devoured by the grasshoppers. …

Cholera

Zambia has cholera.  The latest figures given are over 2,000 infections and over 50 
deaths.  They are mostly in the Lusaka Area.  But, because people travel a lot these 
days odd cases are being found around the country.  
As is our normal practice, we are now embarking on a massive clean-up.  It’s like 
shutting the stable door after the horse has bolted.  We just need to learn to be clean 
all year round and then we would not have these outbreaks.  The photo is from a 
Lusaka market.

From Zim Eye
VIctoria Falls Municipality has barred Zambian vendors from entering the resort town 
to sell their wares, including foodstuffs, saying the move was meant to contain the 
cholera outbreak that has claimed 51 lives in the neighbouring country.

The local authority’s senior public health officer, Tongai Ncube confirmed the 
development yesterday.

“For now, we are safe, but very vulnerable considering that 75% of households depend 
on buying from Zambian vendors, who move from door-to-door,” he said.
“These people sell food, water and illegal substances and very soon, we will hear of cholera cases. We need to tighten 
our screws. For now, we will formally communicate with these traders to halt their business and our local police will 
be tasked to control them so that they don’t venture into the town. All those are efforts that will be only reinforced by 
residents if they also stop buying from them and avoid shopping in Livingstone.”

Over 50 Zambian traders are believed to be crossing into Zimbabwe on foot or bicycles daily using temporary gate 
passes to their sell wares ranging from vegetables, fruit, second-hand clothes to illegal drugs.

Court sentences three Chinese Nationals to 5 years in jail for Rhino Horns possession
Lusaka Times

The Chadiza Magistrate Court has sentenced three Chinese National and two Zambians to Five Years imprisonment for 
illegally being in possession of rhino horns. …

Facts before the court were that on 27th July 2017 all the Five accused persons in Chadiza of the Eastern Province 
of Zambia jointly and whilst acting together had in their possession prescribed trophy namely 25 pieces of rhino horns 
weighing 32.2kg without a certificate of ownership issued by the Director of National Parks and Wildlife. …

ZIM-ZAM

Batoka Dam

According to a report in The Herald, a draft ESIA has been submitted to the Zambezi River Authority.  The report will be 
reviewed by the ZRA after which it will be made available to the public for comments.  



Solar-powered bike ambulances for Namibian villages
The Namibian

THE Bicycling Empowerment Network Namibia (BENN) is planning to start building 30 solar-powered electric bike 
ambulances for villages in Namibia and Zambia in February next year, that will help thousands of rural women, men and 
children to gain access to healthcare in medical emergencies.

The fleet of electrically assisted 
bicycle ambulance trailers will be 
designed for the thick sand and 
thorns of Namibia and charged by 
solar-powered recharging stations. 

They will be managed by local 
healthcare facilities, and provide 
emergency health transport in areas 
that have never before had access, 
therefore saving many lives in 
childbirth and treatment of illnesses 
such as malaria, HIV-AIDS and 
tuberculosis.

According to BENN’s managing director, Mike Linke, the first bicycle ambulance prototype was built in 2005 and turned 
into a project where the design and build of a bicycle-pulled ambulance trailer improved.  …

ZAM-NAM

Five suspected poachers arrested in Zambezi
The Namibian 

THE police in the Zambezi region have arrested four Namibians and one Zambian suspect after they were allegedly found 
in possession of four elephant tusks on Friday.

The tusks were hidden at a house in the Choto compound at Katima Mulilo, and are believed to have been poached from 
elephants in the Chobe National Park in neighbouring 
Botswana.

Zambezi regional crime investigations coordinator, deputy 
commissioner John Nyanya, said during a media briefing 
over the weekend that the police were tipped off by a law-
abiding citizen on Thursday. 

He said the four Namibians, aged 34, 39, 49 and 32, along 
with one Zambian, aged 28, are facing charges of being in 
illegal possession of controlled game products and dealing 
in controlled game products. 

The alleged poachers are expected to appear in the Katima 
Mulilo Magistrate’s Court today.

“We got information that on Thursday, the suspects were 
making their way to Namibia with the elephant tusks from the Chobe National Park in Botswana, so we started our 
operations. On Friday morning, we received confirmation that the tusks were brought to a house in Choto. So, we went to 
raid the house, and found the four elephant tusks hidden there,’’ Nyanya explained.

He further noted that when they raided the house, four of the suspects were not at the house, and only a woman, believed 
to be the owner of the house, was present. She has also been arrested as a suspect. The other suspects had at the time 
allegedly crossed into Zambia to meet with buyers. 



ZIMBABWE
NEW LODGE TO OPEN IN THE ZAMBEZI NATIONAL PARK IN APRIL 2018
From Wild Zambezi

Victoria Falls tour operators, Wild Horizons, have announced that in April this year they are opening a brand new lodge in 
the Zambezi National Park upstream of the Victoria Falls. 

Old Drift Lodge will have 10 double suites and 4 family suites and will offer five-star treatment to guests, on the banks 
of the Zambezi River, only 7 kms from Victoria Falls.  Guests will be able to enjoy the best of both worlds, peace and 
tranquility in the natural bush surroundings of the park and adventure and adrenalin activities at the Falls themselves.  

G: I can see why it has been called the Old Drift because it is opposite the site of the Old Drift in Zambia ...

Painted Dog Conservation

We have had confirmation that rabies has devastated one of our study packs.

Eight out of nine of the Mabuyamabhema pack have been killed by rabies. Our interventions have kept the alpha female 
(named Rocket) alive and she is being held in quarantine in our Rehabilitation Facility. While she is not out of the 
proverbial woods yet, she is showing no signs of being infected and we are optimistic that she will survive.

Fish die in polluted Deka River
The Chronicle

Fish are reportedly dying due to suspected poisoning in the polluted Deka River in Hwange.  …  Environmental 
Mangement Agency (EMA) … confirmed the deaths but said initial investigations pointed to natural poisoning from 
Sulphur. …

VERY URGENT UPDATE - BABY ELEPHANTS CAPTURED ONCE AGAIN
ZCTF - Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force

Zimbabwe has done it again!!!! A shipment of 34 baby elephants are destined to leave for China tomorrow from Victoria 
Falls Airport in Zimbabwe. The last 4 babies were captured this week which means that the animals have not been kept 
in quarantine either. The trucks arrived today in Hwange ready to collect the babies to be exported to China. The timing 
has been planned very well once again as everyone celebrates the New Year these poor babies will be en route to their 
demise in Chinese zoos and safari parks.

When will this carnage and cruelty stop. Stealing baby elephants 
from their mothers is such an inhumane practice and does so much 
damage to the family unit both physically and emotionally. We are very 
disappointed that this has happened yet again, we had hoped that 
under the newly elected president that things may be different, sadly 
nothing has changed.

UPDATE ON THE 34 BABY ELEPHANTS THAT HAVE LEFT FOR 
CHINA

It is with great sadness that we report yet again that the 34 baby 
elephants that were captured in Hwange National Park are already en-
route to China as we speak. We understand from our investigators on 
the ground that 30 left and 4 were left behind, we are unsure of the reason. They were transported on the trucks pictured 
below and then flew via ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES (picture of the aeroplane supplied by WAR) today and are destined for 
zoos and Safari Parks.



Crocodile mauls tourist
Herald

A tourist was attacked and killed by crocodiles in Matopos National Park, Matabeleland South, on Sunday while another 
was seriously injured. Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority spokesman Mr Tinashe Farawo confirmed the 
incident to The Herald today.

“John Bowman and Rosemary Mitchell were attacked while peddling in the crocodile infested Mpopoma Dam in Matopos 
National Park. The couple was on holiday together with their colleagues. The two were rushed to the hospital where 
Bowman died before arrival. Mitchell is in intensive care unit in Bulawayo,” he said.

Matusadona Anti Poaching Project - MAPP 

Christmas has been very busy for our MAPP men , and downright dreadful 
for illegal fish poachers in the Sanyati. On Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day, following a report from Changa Safari Lodge that they had spotted 
a net across the river in the Gorge,our team reacted and removed 600m of 
cotton net close to the waterfalls, and another 200m from close to the Floating 
Stone. In addition, 2 wooden boats and 2 poachers bases were destroyed. 
This is such vital work - if MAPP and other APU’s operating on the Lake were 
not able to continue enforcing the law, Lake Kariba would be a “dead” lake in a 
very short period of time.

NAMIBIA

N/a’an ku sê 
  
Last week we put out an appeal asking people to 
make a contribution towards the cost of Soisie’s 
surgery, who sadly fractured his front leg a couple 
of days after he was released. The support that we 
received was overwhelming, and we took him into 
Windhoek for his surgery on Wednesday morning. 
The procedure was a success and our vet will evalu-
ate his recovery progress over the coming days. 
Dr. Rudie and Marlice van Vuuren wish to thank you 
for reaching out to Soisie.

(Soisie is an aardwolf)



Zambezi Annual Cultural Festival
August 9, 2015 · 

Tickets are now selling in Kasane: seboba Recreational Park and KAZA office, 
Gabz : Gamecity / call 71892414, Maun : 71326145

BOTSWANA

West Coast Safety Initiative 
Mile 4, Swakopmund ...

The message is clear ... “catch me if you can”.

My personal opinion .... lawlessness hit Swakop with 
vengeance !!!! ... one big boot party !!!

SADLY and it need to be said .... this is no longer about a 
“Merry Christmas”

NBC

Illegal fishing continues unabated in the Zambezi basin despite the closure of the fishing season.
The Ministry of Environment and Tourism in the Zambezi Region raised the concern after authorities confiscated illegal 
fishing equipment along the basin.



HRH Prince Harry of Wales Announced
as President of African Parks

Dear Friends,

It is with great pleasure that we are sharing with you the exciting news, which was just announced by Kensington Palace 
that His Royal Highness Prince Henry of Wales has been appointed as the new African Parks President. 

In this position Prince Harry will be working with us in various capacities to further our mission in managing national parks 
on behalf of governments, and to advance wildlife conservation across Africa and around the globe. 

As many of you know, we had the pleasure of working with Prince Harry in Malawi in July of 2016, where he served as an 
integral part of our team in helping with one of the largest elephant translocations in history. Prince Harry is deeply pas-
sionate about protecting Africa’s wildlife and wild places, and it is a tremendous honour that he has chosen African Parks 
to solidify his commitment to conservation.

OTHER STUFF



EXCHANGE RATES
US$1 K9.80

P9.85
Nam$12.35

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

19°C (66)  34°C (93)

The rain seems to have abandoned us in 
Livingstone.  Crops wilting ...

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

Africa, this is why I live here 
is with Marius Hassiem

A SMILE


