
Dear All

My header is a ground hornbill caught on camera by a camera trap in Lower Zambezi.  

This is a bit sparse in news.  My computer woes continued with my laptop crashing leaving me without any computer for 
about a week.  Then Gordon brought my ‘new’ PC which is fantastic but after one day my monitor died!  Yesterday I got 
another monitor so I am working again … what can go wrong next?

LIVINGSTONE
K300 FOR OVERNIGHT PRAYERS! – L/STONE COUNCIL INTRODUCES CHARGES FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
INCLUDING CHURCH CRUSADES
Times of Zambia

The Livingstone City Council has started charging churches K300 for holding overnight prayer meetings and crusades, a 
move which has not been received well by churches. …
Livingstone City Council public relations manager Melvin Mukela said it was the responsibility of the council to charge the 
public for all functions that took place in the district, saying churches were not excluded in the exercise.
Mr Mukela said the K300 was meant to help the council monitor the gatherings and buy stationery for the permits.
“This council is not targeting any person or church but it is the policy of the council to charge any person or grouping that 
assembles at any particular place to promote a particular cause,” Mr Mukela said.
“When there is a gathering, a lot of things happen; so our offi cers will have to monitor the place and that money is used to 
buy fuel for the offi cers and stationary to process the documents for them to hold such functions.” …

G:  We are seeing several ways for the council to collect funds from the pubic – these ‘event’ fees, parking fees, Council 
levy at the border … but we don’t even see the drains being cleaned …

New National Airline

According to the news the Zambia government has approved the starting of a new national airline to be called Zambia 
Airways and will work in cooperation with Ethiopian Airlines with two planes to run the domestic and southern African 
routes.

G:  Many national airlines run at a loss and are kept going at the expense of the tax payer so I really hope that 
government has got its sums right.

ZAMBIA



Lower Zambezi Catch & Release Initiative

Lower Zambezi anglers, it’s that time of year where the only thing you should be doing with your fi shing tackle is cleaning 
it and packing it away until 2018.
Zambia’s statutory annual fi shing ban has been reinstated for the Lower Zambezi. Like most other waters in Zambia, no 
fi shing is allowed between the beginning of December and the end of February.
The ban is intended to relieve fi shing pressure during the breeding period of many Zambian species and provides a three 
month respite from all forms of fi shing.
Please respect the ban.

Zambia Primate Project 

And our most tricky and harrowing confi scation 
this week was of a young, one year old vervet 
monkey who was found locked away in a dark 
outbuilding with no windows in a house in 
Mpongwe. Ndeke had been locked away in here 
for 6 months. Despite being totally confi ned, 
Ndeke was also chained up. The owner refused 
to unlock the door saying she did not have the 
key, but we made a plan (involving breaking the 
door and a lot of climbing) as we could not leave 
Ndeke in this prison. We would like to thank 
DNPW wildlife scouts from Kalulushi for assisting 
us with these 3 confi scations. They are such an 
integral part of our team, and we could not do 
these confi scations without their backup and support. Ndeke is now at the rehab facility and Cosmas has removed his 
rope. But he is very nervous and after being in the dark for over 6 months is afraid of the light.

BCP in the news: Luambe National Park now the world’s most carbon neutral
http://blog.biocarbonpartners.com

Luambe National Park in Zambia has achieved a conservation milestone this week as it became the most carbon neutral 
National Park in the world.

Luambe’s carbon neutral status is a result of the USAID-funded Community Forests Program (CFP) implemented by 
BioCarbon Partners (BCP), in partnership with the Zambian Government. This world-fi rst level of carbon neutrality 
means the emissions of all tourism and conservation management activities within with the park are offset, including all 
international tourist airline travel. Platinum is the highest possible carbon rating available from BCP.

The announcement comes just 18 months after the Lower Zambezi National Park – also in Zambia – became the world’s 
fi rst to achieve carbon neutrality from operations. This latest announcement from Luambe secures Zambia’s recognition 
as a global leader in carbon offsetting. ...

Elephant Connection

Exciting times as one of our collared elephants was recently 
spotted across the border in Namibia in a herd of over 400 
elephants.
Since her little foray into Namibia she also crossed into Angola 
but has now returned to Sioma Ngwezi National park. 
We are happy to see that the long distance movements of these 
transboundary elephants can be undertaken safely thanks to 
the cooperation of governments under the Kavango Zambezi 
Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA TFCA).
Photos courtesy of Piet Beytell.



Conservation Lower Zambezi 

Though a generous donation from the International Elephant Foundation and Kansas City Zoo, CLZ set up a camera trap 
project to explore the wildlife along the valley fl oor. Take a look at the best pictures captured by our cameras!



Game Rangers International - Zambia 

Matizye and the team are just 20km away from Mfuwe airport. Huge thanks to Chipembele Wildlife Education Trust - 
CWET, Conservation South Luangwa - CSL, Profl ight Zambia and the Department of National Parks and Wildlife for mak-
ing this happen!

Photographs: DNPW Vet, Dr Innocent Ng’ombwa, travelling in the vehicle with Matizye to ensure there are no problems 
along the way!     A tiny glimpse of tiny Matizye...     

On Tuesday 12th December 2017 Game Rangers International - GRI donated three Toyota Land Cruisers to the Special 
Anti-Poaching Unit-SAPU of the Department of National 
Parks and Wildlife-DNPW, a department under the Ministry 
of Tourism and Arts. These Toyota Land Cruisers were pur-
chased by GRI using funding provided by the David Shep-
herd Wildlife Foundation - DSWF. 
On hand to grace this momentous occasion and receive the 
donation were the Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of 
Tourism and Arts, Dr. Liya Mutale, the Director General of 
DNPW Dr. Paul Zyambo and the senior warden of Mumbwa 
Mr. Phanwell Moonga accompanied by several others.
The handover took place at the SAPU base in the Kafue 
National Park called Hook Bridge. 
The Permanent Secretary had nothing but encourag-
ing words for GRI in her speech. She said she was very 
pleased with the work that GRI is doing as it is helping 
empower the local Zambians in its efforts to conserve wildlife. She is ready to work closely with GRI to make sure that this 
kind of work is replicated across Zambia. Sport Beattie GRI-CEO said GRI is hoping to strengthen its partnership with the 
ministry and increase the number of DNPW personnel it is supporting from 125 staff to 500 staff. 
Special thanks to David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation for making this donation possible with their endless support to 
wildlife conservation in Zambia.



Zambian Carnivore Programme

With the long, cool mornings and intense green-up, rainy season tracking fl ights in the Luangwa by ZCP and DNPW 
teams make for incredible sightings. In one fl ight we 
observed over 60 wild dogs and nearly 40 lions in 6 packs 
and 7 prides respectively--over only a portion of our study 
area! Photos by M. Becker

ZIM-ZAM

Kariba Dam rehab to take eight years
Zambia Daily Mail

PROGRESS on the US$294 million Kariba Dam Rehabilitation Project (KDRP) is steady with the plunge pool currently in 
the implementation phase and spillway refurbishment works under procurement.

Zambezi River Authority chief executive offi cer Munyaradzi Munodawafa says the KDRP, which will contribute to improved 
performance and longevity of the Kariba Dam, will take another eight years and is expected to be completed in 2025, 
according to the current project schedule.

Vic Falls Bridge Toll Fees

Zambia and Zimbabwe have introduced a toll fee for crossing the Victoria Falls bridge.  
The charges are US$30 for a haulage truck; US$10 for a heavy truck; US$7 for a bus and US$5 for a minibus.  Vehicles 
up to 2 tonnes will not pay.   Needless to say, there is a lot of reaction from the public …

White water rafters opposing the building of the Batoka Hydro-power Project
Lusaka Times

Zambezi river authority (ZRA) says the proposed building of the Batoka Hydro-electric Scheme across the boundary 
between Zambia and Zimbabwe has been met with anger from white water rafters operating in the area.
River authority chief executive, Munyaradzi Munodawafa says those operating on the water rapids have to that effect built 
websites to fi ght the project which he says will cost an estimated 294 million dollars.

He told a media briefi ng at Livingstone’s protea hotel on Wednesday that his fi rm will fi nd a better way of dealing with 
those opposing the project.  Engineer Munodawafa emphasized that this was the third time the project was being 
stopped since 1993 and has urged those opposing it to consider the benefi ts.  Meanwhile, Eng. Munodawafa says the 
Zambezi water authority will not disturb the water rafter’s activities on the river.  Eng. Munodawafa notes that water rafting 
companies usually have an operational peak season on the river, which the river authority will not disturb.

He explained that Zambia and Zimbabwe ministers of energy, who are directors on the project, have since been informed 
of the report but said better mitigation measures must be found for everyone’s benefi t.

Zambezi river authority says it its facing challenges with the Batoka Hydro scheme.



Bhejane Trust

The Bhejane Trust/National Park Rescue partnership, after 
signing a comprehensive MOU with the Parks Authority, has 
begun its program for the resuscitation of Chizarira National 
Park. Preliminary meetings have been held with Parks 
offi cers, Rural Council offi cials and the chiefs from the 
communities surrounding the Parks, to introduce ourselves 
and establish communications. In a major breakthrough, 
we have negotiated to stop all ration hunting in the Park, 
in exchange for livestock purchased from surrounding 
communities. We have also sent Patrick Williamson with 
a 4x4 up to Chizarira to help with the chronic transport 
situation facing Parks, to deliver patrol rations, and to 
start mapping the roads, boundaries and surrounding 
communities. In the new year, we will be moving into 
Chizarira to start our full recovery program, working with the 
Parks Authority.

More poisoned Knob-Billed Ducks in the Chamabonda! 
Another 10 dead Ducks picked up between No 1 and No 
4 - one was found dead on the road between the pans. Also 
rescued one alive that had paralysis of the legs - a sure 
sign of poisoning - it has been treated and should survive. 
After the rains and with all the small pans formed, we have 
no idea as to how many ducks might actually have been 
poisoned out there!! Not sure of source of poisoning but 
would assume these again would be collateral damage 
from Zambian poachers poisoning Egyptian Geese along 
the Zambezi -the number of geese poisoned last time was 
considerable. I have not heard of any action being taken 
against the last lot of Zambian poachers - would appreciate 
any update if there is one!

ZIMBABWE

Matusadona Anti Poaching Project

Whilst most of us are winding down and settling back with 
a beer and a stick of biltong, the MAPP crew are getting 
busier and busier doing what they do best - protecting our 
environment. Yesterday afternoon 3 fi sh poachers were 
arrested in the Sanyati Gorge ( one of whom was fi shing 
right in the mouth of the Gorge). The poachers were 
arrested in possession of FORTY kgs of fresh fi sh, over 2 
kms of netting, as well as metal and wooden dinghies. In 
addition, 2 major bases were destroyed by the team.
This was clearly a well organised poaching ring - other 
poachers escaped but they will be wary of returning to the 
protected Sanyati Gorge in the future..



Zambezi Queen named World’s Leading Boutique Cruise
IOL

The Zambezi Queen was named the World’s Leading 
Boutique Cruise at the World Travel Awards in 
Vietnam on Sunday. 

This is the fi fth time the Zambezi Queen has been 
awarded this accolade at the World Travel Awards. 

The Zambezi Queen, part of the Mantis Collection 
of properties, is a 5-star, 42-metre long luxury 
houseboat offering supreme sophistication along the 
Chobe River, one of the most remote locations on the 
planet.   ...

Zambezi devil’s claw harvesters threat to wildlife
The Namibian

SOME conservancies in the Zambezi region have raised concern over devil’s claw harvesters’ conduct which they say 
could endanger wildlife.

Linyanti councillor Cletius Sipapela of Wuparo and Ndoti conservancies said some devil’s claw harvesters leave holes in 
which smaller animals such as impalas could easily fall in.

In the past, Sipapela said, the harvesters used to cover up the holes unlike now when the no longer follow the procedure 
laid down by the environment ministry. 
“It is a known fact that devil’s claw is a root and therefore one needs to dig a deep hole to get it. 
“The most basic requirement is to close the hole which they have dug after they harvested, yet they are failing to do that,” 
he said. 
Sipapela said traditional leaders, conservancies and the harvesters need to address the issue.

Wuparo Conservancy chairperson, Festus Muzamai said currently there are about 350 devil’s claw harvesters registered 
with their conservancy. …

BOTSWANA

Zambezi enforces fi shing moratorium
New Era

The Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources has confi rmed the fi shing season has closed in the Zambezi Region as 
of December 1 and will open again on March 1 next year. This does not however include recreational angling.

Speaking to New Era, fi sheries public relations offi cer De Wet Siluka confi rmed the fi shing season has indeed closed in 
Zambezi after thorough consultations were held with stakeholders to ensure the stability and sustainability of the fi shery 
resource.

Siluka however pointed out that despite that the process to implement the closure, which started a while ago, is in 
alignment with neighbouring Zambia and Botswana, the process has not fully been implemented by neighbouring 
countries, particularly Zambia.

“The challenge we are facing is that despite the fi shing season now being closed on the Zambian side, they are still 
fi shing. This is because our Zambian counterparts do not undertake patrols like we do, so when we are patrolling the 
Zambians can be seen fi shing from the Zambian side, and we cannot do anything to stop them,” said Siluka. …

NAMIBIA



Angolan Component of Kaza Needs Border Infrastructures
Angola Press

The Angolan side of Okavango Zambezi Tourist Cross border Project (ATFC KAZA) needs border infrastructures, such as 
border posts, that allow legal entry of tourists in the national territory, on the borders between Angola and Zambia.

This information was released on Tuesday by the director of KAZA, Rui Lisboa, while speaking to reporters on the 
sidelines of the fi rst ordinary meeting of the Multisectoral Hotel and Tourism Commission.

He stressed the need to coordinate migration points, to build the border point of Sussue - Bico de Angola, and to provide 
the Bwabwata border post with the necessary conditions and equipment for issuing a border visa.

On the other hand, he urged Angola to ratify soon the treaty of the Okavango Zambezi Cross border Tourism Project 
(ATFC KAZA), with a view to overcoming some legal constraints.

The Okavango-Zambezi project is one of the largest and most ambitious tourism projects in the world, a multi-purpose 
initiative that includes part of the territory of these fi ve Southern African Development Community (SADC) countries. ...

Forests are the key to fresh water
Science Daily

Freshwater resources are critical to both human civilization and natural ecosystems, but UBC researchers have 
discovered that changes to ground vegetation can have as much of an impact on global water resources as climate 
change.  UBC Okanagan Earth, Environmental and Geographic Sciences Professor Adam Wei, PhD candidate Qiang 
Li and researchers from the Chinese Academy of Forestry recently published a study examining the impacts of how 
changes in forest vegetation effect water supplies. Using several decades worth of data, their work examined how water 
resources are responsive to vegetation ground cover and climate change.
“As we urbanize land and continue to convert forests for other uses, our water regimes change,” says Wei. “We end up 
with the systems we do not design for, and entire watersheds are being affected.”

Forested areas are critically important water resources, explains Li. But as land is developed or the green vegetation is 
destroyed, watersheds are irreversibly damaged.

“We need to recognize the importance of vegetation,” says Li. “Forest cover is an important element and we need to keep 
this in mind for the future. Scientists talk about how climate change affects water when they measure global warming. 
We’re suggesting they also need to keep an eye on forest vegetation. It’s a key indicator of the health of our water 
resources.”

Forests cover more than 30 per cent of the world’s land surface and Li says about 21 per cent of the global population 
directly depends on these catchments for their water supply. Using computer modelling, the researchers examined 
historical data from 2000 to 2011. They looked at changes in land vegetation and annual water yield in boreal and 
tropical forests in locations such as British Columbia, Canada, Russia, Brazil, Finland and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. Along with development, intensive forest logging, fi re, and insect infestation were reasons for forest and ground 
vegetation loss.

“Our simulations show that the average global alteration in annual water fl ow due to vegetation change is as high as 31 
per cent. Our results also show that on average, in 51 per cent of the study area, vegetation change and climate change 
operate together and can lead to either fewer water resources, meaning higher chances of drought, or an increase in 
water supply and higher chances of devastating fl oods.” These fi ndings have far-reaching implications for assessing and 
managing future global water resources, says Wei.

“Our watersheds and landscapes are experiencing signifi cant pressures from vegetation or land cover change and 
climate change,” he adds. “Because vegetation change and climate change play a similar role in water resources change, 
ignoring either one will likely lead to an incomplete understanding and ineffective management of our future water 
resources, particularly for the regions where intensive forest change occurs.”

Future water resource assessment must, he says, consider both climate and vegetation or land cover change, and our 
management paradigm should be shifted from “adapting and mitigating climate change impacts” to “managing both 
climate and land cover change together.” 

OTHER STUFF

ANGOLA



EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.70

P10.00

Nam$12.50

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

18°C (64)  27°C (81)

I have a jumper on ...

Have a good two weeks 

Gill


