
Dear All

My header is from Dave Lewis and his Mobile Safari Company.  Dave normally goes to Kafue National Park but now that 
the rains have set in he is heading to Liuwa Plain. At Liuwa the wildebeest migragion has started and the plain will be 
covered by 50,000 wildebeest with lots of babies.  

LIVINGSTONE

Taxes are too High
Daily Mail

Livingstone Tourism Association (LTA) is concerned with the low room occupancy levels in hotels and lodges in the tourist 
capital, which is below 45 percent.

Association president Alexander Mutali said the high taxes in the tourism industry are affecting the competition of 
Livingstone city, which has to compete with other neighbouring resort towns in the region.
“The occupancy rate of rooms at Victoria Falls town in Zimbabwe is between 80 to 90 percent, whilst the occupancy 
levels in our resort is between 35 to 45 percent. ...

Ferris Wheel for Livingstone?

A Chinese investor wants to construct a Ferris wheel in Livingstone but tour operators and National Heritage Conservation 
Commission have complained.  They argue that it is not in keeping with the World Heritage Status of the Victoria Falls.  
Personally I feel that such an expensive construction would be much better placed in Lusaka where there is more money 
in the hands of people who are likely to make use of it.  Our tourists come here to see the Victoria Falls not ride a Ferris 
wheel.   

Plastic bags
Richard Shepperd

Plastic everywhere. This is elephant dung with plastic bags 
in. Livingstone Zambia Oct 17. We need to rid the world of 
single use plastic.



Elephants

There are a lot of elephants around Livingstone at the moment.  Three deaths have happened because of them.  The fi rst 
was a man on his way to work at UAC on a bicycle.  The second case was the death of two tourists at Maramba River 
Lodge.  
This has to be a wake-up call for all of us.  
If you visit a camp in Lower Zambezi or South Luangwa the elephants are ‘friendly’ and curiosity brings them into the 
camps.  Those elephants are not seen as threatening in any way because they have never been persecuted.  But the 
camp staff are ever vigilant – guests being escorted to their rooms and warned if an elephant is nearby. 
Elephants in Livingstone are different.  I have seen people throw fi re-crackers at them, banging drums.  Our elephants do 
not like people at all and see us as a threat.  
We have also to remember that elephants do not have good eyesight but they have excellent hearing and sense of smell.  
When they come into our town environment neither hearing nor smelling are of much use – there must be so much to 
confuse these senses.  So, if suddenly a person comes into view they are likely to lash out.  
We need more awareness in Livingstone.  

Woops ...
Zambia Reports

The Kazungula Pontoon, a popular mode of border 
transport between Zambia and Botswana, on Monday 
morning succumbed to what appeared to be an overloaded 
freight-liner.

According to eyewitness, the pontoon failed to sustain 
the weight of the truck which was reportedly overloaded 
with assorted goods.  There was no fatality recorded, but 
it feared that the pontoon may be out of service for a long 
period.

Gold Exploration
  
According to a report in the media, GTD has been given a small-scale mining licence to prospect for gold near Rufunsa.

... The company has invested almost US$500,000 in the Rufunsa operations to date.
“We would like our company to be one of the big players [in the mining sector],” said Simba Mantiziba, a director in GTD 
who is helping set up the operation.
Mr Mantiziba is leading GTD’s gold mining prospect at Musopelo, 7km south of Rufunsa in the Luangwa Valley.
According to him, GTD, owned almost 99 percent by Zambians, has met all the statutory requirements and obtained the 
necessary approvals from the Zambia Environmental Management Agency (ZEMA), the Department of National Parks 
and Wildlife, as well as the local authorities. ...

Zambian Carnivore Programme
 
The vast Kafue landscape makes collaborations essential 
for conservation. Thanks to Jeffrey & McKeith Safaris for 
reporting this badly snared lioness from the Kamatsot 
pride, enabling ZCP and DNPW teams to dart and treat her 
successfully. Photos by Kevin Macaulay.

ZAMBIA

Daily Mail
Letter to the editor

The potholes on the Lusaka-Livingstone Road, between Turn Pike and Mazabuka, pose a grave danger to the lives of 
motorists, especially those using small cars.
Those life-threatening ‘ditches’ on that stretch of the road should be mended before the onset of the rainy season.
Government, through the agencies concerned – National Road Fund Agency and the Road Development Agency – 
should be seen to be active in protecting its citizens, who are the taxpayers, and others using our roads by immediately 
repairing them at the time when there are signs of wear and tear. ...



GRI - Elephant Orphanage Project

Mulisani’s favourite time of the day is milk time! Here you 
can see his wounds are covered with turmeric (a natural 
insect repellent) after thorough cleaning. He is becoming 
more confi dent and has been interacting with the rest of the 
nursery herd. His steps to recovery are slow but the team is 
certain he will be back to full health very soon.

Prosecutions and SMART Training 
Conservation Lower Zambezi

This month, Prosecutions Training facilitated by WCP and 
Tusk were held to strengthen communication and cohesion 
between CLZ and DNPW rangers, investigators and 
the National Prosecutions Authority. CLZ also work with 
Panthera on SMART (Spatial Monitoring And Reporting 
Tool) allowing the use of hand held devices to record patrol 
tracks and fi ndings that can later be downloaded onto a 
larger database. This month, scouts completed a refresher 
course on how to correctly record found carcasses or illegal 
activity onto the devices. Both trainings ensure the effi cient 
running of CLZ’s Wildlife Protection Programme, and 
reinforce the relationship between DNPW and CLZ in the 
fi ght for wildlife conservation.



Zambian Carnivore Programme

Congratulations to Mercy Njobvu as she leaves ZCP and starts vet 
school at the University of Zambia!! Mercy worked with us through our 
Women in Wildlife Conservation Programme and Wildlife Vet Training 
Programme as part of her dream to be a wildlife vet. She now enters 
school as a seasoned fi eld biologist with substantial wildlife veterinary 
experience thanks to the training of Thandiwe Mweetwa, Dr. Mwamba 
Sichande, and many other team members in ZCP, DNPW and CSL. 
Thanks for all your hard work Mercy and good luck in school! Photos 
by Luke Dollar and Thandiwe Mweetwa

Kafue Flats: A threatened wetland
Daily Mail

This is just a bit from an article on Lochinvar:

... This grassy wilderness, which is home to the Kafue Red Lechwe, an endemic antelope species, is under threat from 
human activities and an invasive plant called Giant Sensitive Tree or Mimosa Pigra, a native of Central America. The 
“sensitive” in its name probably refers to its reaction to touch – the Mimosa’s leaves retract when touched.
The plant is believed to have been introduced by European farmers in the pre-independence period who had settled in 
the Lochinvar area.
According to Griffi n Shanungu, a leading ecologist working for the Department of Wildlife and National Parks, the increase 
in the area covered by woody and shrub species in Lochinvar National Park on the Kafue Flats has impacted mammal 
habitats by reducing the area of grassland.
And here, the Mimosa has no natural enemy, and is armed with sharp spikes to defend itself. The Mimosa has already 
claimed over 20 percent of the parkland in Lochinvar, blocking access routes for the Lechwe, while in some instances it 
has pushed the animal closer to human habitations in the game management area.
Mr Shanungu says studies show that in 1980, the plant only covered about two hectares.
“By 1986, that shrub had covered about 100ha, and now, the cover of Mimosa Pigra is about 3,000ha,” he says.
There is now an ambitious plan to physically remove the plant, although other means such as biological and chemical 
methods are still being studied.
Mr Shanungu says the spread of the Mimosa is a big conservation issue on the Kafue Flats.
“If it is left unchecked, we face a risk of the entire wetland area within the Kafue Flats being occupied by this plant. It is 
not eaten by anything, the local people don’t use it for fi rewood, so if nothing controls it, it will just continue growing. We 
will wake up one day to fi nd that the huge swath of grassland has been overtaken by Mimosa Pigra and all the animals 
displaced. And we will lose an animal that is not found anywhere else but here in Zambia, and that will be a disaster,” 
says Mr Shanungu.
There may be various reasons for the spread of the Mimosa Pigra, but one of them, according to Mr Shanungu, could be 
the changing hydrology of the Kafue Flats.
The Kafue Flats sit between two dams – the Itezhi-tezhi Dam and the Kafue Gorge – and that in itself may have created 
problems for the wetland. In many ways, the natural hydrology of this landscape has been altered.
While the two dams answer to the country’s ever increasing energy needs, and account for about 50 percent of the 
hydroelectricity produced, their existence may have huge negative impact on this ecological area. ...

Kasanka Trust Zambia 

AND IT’S OFFICIAL... Bat Season 2017 has begun!  The Minister 
of Tourism and Arts, Hon Charles Banda has offi cially opened the 
season, the trusty guides are ready and waiting and the bats are 
wowing guests already.



Liuwa Plain National Park

Exciting news! We have started seeing the fi rst wildebeest 
calves of the season!
Don’t miss out on an opportunity to experience the famous 
Liuwa migration! There is still accommodation availability at 
our community campsites and new tented camp from now 
until mid-December.

School Club Zambia

There will be a Demonstration Show Case Day at Kariba South Primary School on 
Thursday, 30 November.  

COME AND LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR AWARD-WINNING PROJECTS IN 
SCHOOL ENTREPRENEURSHIP
VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND GIRLS’ EDUCATION

Zambian Carnivore Programme 

Even our ZCP Finance Team helps out with de-snaring! On his way to work 
Masauso Nkoma spotted this snared buffalo and immediately reported it 
to CSL, DNPW and ZCP teams, enabling a quick response and treatment. 
Photos by Johnathan Merkle

Another new dog pack forms in the Luangwa--the Kasikizi Pack! This the 
7th pack from Hot Springs dispersers, this time formed with dispersers 
from Mwasauke pack. Both packs are hit hard by snares every year ,but 
thanks to collaborative anti-snaring work between CSL, DNPW and ZCP--
and radio-collars on each group--they have thrived and continued to keep 
South Luangwa dog numbers at record highs! Photo by Ed Selfe



Shenton Safaris

Our camera trap at Shenton Safaris Mwamba Bush Camp has managed to capture a very special creature grabbing a 
late night drink… an albino African civet!

This is the fi rst time we have seen this variation of the species and considered ourselves to be very lucky!

David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation
 
A huge congratulations to Sport Beattie at GRI - Game 
Rangers International for winning the new David Shepherd 
Conservation Award tonight, well deserved and a very 
touching speech. We are having a great evening at DSWF 
Wildlife Ball at the Dorchester!



Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust 

Yesterday was another success story. We managed to dart a male elephant and remove the copper wire snare that was 
wrapped around his back right leg. Luckily it had not cut into his leg much and we expect him to make a full recovery. 
Thank you to ZPWMA, &Beyond, and Ash Pearson for your continued assistance with these operations.

Bulawayo 24

Harare City Council (HCC) is considering installing a pipeline from Kariba to supply water to Harare, rather than construct 
a dam, deputy mayor, Enock Mupamawonde, has advised.

He argued that it is “actually way cheaper” to install the pipeline than construct a dam.

Mupamawonde said the measure would ease the city’s perennial water problems, which have seen rationing and total 
supply cuts in most suburbs. ...

Bhejane Trust

Exciting news from Bhejane Trust!! We are about to move into Chizarira National Park in partnership with National Park 
Rescue!
Bhejane Trust has entered into a partnership with National Park Rescue for the resuscitation of Chizarira National Park, in 
conjunction with the Parks and Wildlife Management Authority of Zimbabwe. National Park Rescue is a UK based charity 
whose mandate is to recover Parks in Africa that could be termed “distressed” - they have already successfully recovered 
Liwonde Park in Malawi. They come with good fi nancial backing and an initial fi ve year budgeted plan to undertake this 
resuscitation.
Bhejane Trust and NPR have a comprehensive Memorandum of Understanding, signed off with Parks and the Ministry, 
which covers their operations to be undertaken in Chizarira, These operations will revolve around upgrading the 
infrastructure, ranger support and anti-poaching and working with the surrounding communities.  
The partnership is currently undertaking preparatory work before moving up to the Park, and setting themselves up.
Bhejane Trust will issue updates as we progress.

ZIMBABWE



Newsday

The African Dream boat, owned by a French-based tour operator, is 
making its month-long journey back home after it was blocked from 
entering Botswana.

The houseboat, which successfully exited the Zimbabwean side last 
month, had remained stuck at Kazungula Border Post as Botswana 
authorities denied it entry for no apparent reason.

According to sources, the boat manufacturers, GDI Engineering of 
Msasa, Harare, were now planning to take it to Lake Kariba. ...

Land cover change in Botswana savannas: Don’t blame the elephants

Why are drylands changing in the Chobe district of Northern Botswana? A new study tracks differences in the savanna 
there across 30 years, and provides information that will allow governments and non-profi t organizations to improve 
dryland management strategies in the region.

The fi ndings show little support for notions that elephants are to blame, while human-caused fi res are high on the list of 
reasons.

The results are published in Arid Land Systems: Science and Societies, a special issue of the journal Land.

“There is a dynamic and complex relationship among land cover types that are constantly changing,” said lead author J. 
Tyler Fox of the University of Arkansas. “Not much is known about what happens in transitional savanna ecosystems that 
are located between more arid and wetter climate zones.”

Added co-author Kathleen Alexander of Virginia Tech, “If we can understand how the landscape has changed over 
decades and what that does to water quality, human health and ecosystem health, we can begin to make predictions for 
the future.”

The team conducted the study in Alexander’s long-term fi eld site through CARACAL, the Centre for Conservation of 
African Resources: Animals, Communities, and Land Use.

G:  There is more on this which is quite interesting.  Go to the link to read more.
https://www.nsf.gov/discoveries/disc_summ.jsp?cntn_id=243594

Botswana Predator Conservation Trust

Conservation research has taken a leap forward with the use of 
satellite technology and the gathering of real-time health and location 
data. Focal animals are fi tted with state-of-the-art collars specially 
designed with integrated sensors that monitor their host’s physical 
activity and vital statistics continuously. Partially solar powered, they 
allow detailed insights into locomotion, energetics and fi ne scale 
habitat use continuously for months.

BOTSWANA



The Namibian

Two men died on the spot last night in the Mudumu National Park in Zambezi 
region when the car they were travelling in hit an elephant.
The incident happened at around 21h00 last night and police say the two deceased 
men were construction workers at the nearly completed Sangwali Police Station.

The two men were sitting in the cabin of a Mazda bakkie with a third person, who 
survived the crash, sitting behind. The elephant also died.

Rivers fl ow through dry desert sand
Informante

Many Namibians are expected to pack their camping gear and fl ock 
to the northwestern parts to go and bask in the splendour of nature 
and to see for themselves how the rivers of the Kunene Region fl ow.
Both the Huab River in the Area of Twyfelfontein and Hoarusib River 
that runs past Puros have been in fl ood since Wednesday after good 
rains fell in the catchment areas.

At Puros, tourists and locals have been waiting for two days for 
the water level in the river to go down in order for them to make a 
crossing and continue with their journey through Namibia.

Tour guides warned that people on self-drive visits to the Kunene 
Region should take caution and avoid camping in dry river beds. 
Some rivers are still expected to fl ow and getting caught in a river bed when it starts to fl ow might lead to loss of property 
and even life. ...

New Era
Residents in the fl ood-prone areas of Kabbe South Constituency in Zambezi Region will breathe a sigh of relief after the 
Roads Authority (RA) commenced constructing a bridge to improve access to government facilities, as well as improve 
the access and mobility of the local community, especially during rainy seasons and times of heavy fl ooding.

Since 1990, residents of Kabbe have been cut off from essential government services, such as health facilities, education, 
home affairs and immigration offi ces, as well as social grants, among others.

In an interview with New Era last week, Kabbe South Constituency John Likando confi rmed the new development and 
said residents there were ecstatic about the news.

He said the RA team is busy with the design of the bridge, which forms part of the second phase of the Nakabolelwa-
Mbalasinte-Kasika via Ishuwa road leading to Impalila. ...

G:  I know we can’t change history but this bit of expensive 
road to service a handful of people is mind-boggling.  The 
Caprivi Strip should never have been part of Namibia; it 
should have been in Botswana.  Had it been in Botswana 
this area would probably have been part of the Chobe 
National Park. 
Namibia and Botswana should talk and make this 
fl oodplain an extension of Chobe National Park (but 
in Namibia).  Chobe is world renowned and earns 
big bucks for Botswana so surely Namibia should 
look at the economics of proclaiming this area a 
National Park. 

NAMIBIA



The Namibian

The suspected poacher who was severely injured by a rhino last week in the Etosha National Park succumbed to his 
injuries on Saturday.
The alleged poacher, whose name cannot be mentioned because his next of kin have not been informed, was injured 
when a rhino charged him and his companion. 

Two men were found injured but alive in Etosha National Park over the weekend. However, the severely injured man died 
of his injuries on Saturday.

Omatjete elephants will stay
Namibian sun

The Ministry of Environment and Tourism has said the situation in Omatjete in the Erongo Region where elephants have 
caused severe destruction, needs immediate attention but, the problem cannot be solved by destroying the elephants. (G: 
the Erongo Region is between Etosha and Windhoek).

About two months ago, the community wrote a petition to the ministry demanding the total removal of elephants in the 
area. This year, the Omatjete community lost a community member and houses, boreholes, gardens and fences were 
destroyed by elephants.

“Why should the elephants in the Omatjete area be totally removed and not in other areas where there is also confl ict? If 
all Namibians said that they did not want elephants in the area where would that leave us? There needs to be a balance,” 
said the permanent secretary of the ministry, Dr Malan Lindeque.

He said the ministry can ask the NDF to completely wipe out the elephants in the area and it will probably be completed 
within one day but, it is more important to diagnose the nature and history of the confl ict.

According to him, the elephants probably moved into the area because of the drought, adding that there were no 
elephants in that area in the past.

He referred to the Kamanjab area where confl ict with elephants has also been experienced recently. According to 
Lindeque, about 50 farms in that area have 200 elephants roaming between the farms causing problems, and the 
pressure has also been mounting for the removal of the elephants.

“We cannot remove the problem by destroying an asset.” ...

Khaudum National Park
New Era

Khaudum-Minister of Environment and Tourism, Pohamba Shifeta, last Thursday inaugurated new facilities in Khaudum 
National Park, which include a new park management station, tourist receptions with workshops and 42 staff houses.
The project cost N$136 million.

The construction of the facilities was made possible with funding from the Federal Republic of German through that 
country’s development bank, KfW, which contributed N$107 million, while government contributed N$29 million. ...

According to Shifeta, the inauguration of this park development is 
the latest outcome of the excellent cooperation between Namibia 
and Germany. ...

Khaudum is part of the Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier 
Conservation Area (KAZA), which covers parts of Namibia, 
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia and Angola and aims to enable 
free movement of wildlife between those countries. Khaudum 
is special; it is hidden away in the Kavango East Region and is 
not easy to access but for many of its visitors that is part of its 
attraction. It is a real wilderness and besides having more than 2 
000 elephants, it is also famous for its roan antelopes, African wild 
dogs, leopards and lions. ...



The Namibian

Fishing guards in the Zambezi region confi scated about 
240 kilometres of illegal fi shing and mosquito nets used by 
Zambians to fi sh in the Sikunga channel.
The Namibian accompanied the guards on a patrol 
around the channel earlier today and witnessed how they 
confi scated the illegal fi shing nets from two Zambians. 
Calvin Sikwana, one of the fi shing guards, told The 
Namibian that every day they confi scate about 400 metres 
of illegal fi shing nets. He says illegal fi shing poses a threat 
for the fi sh species in the channel.

Hippo carcasses destroyed
New Era

Bwabwata-Environment minister, Pohamba Shifeta, last week visited the anthrax-affected areas in the Bwabwata National 
Park in Kavango East Region to assess the situation on the ground.

By Wednesday last week, 131 hippos that died from anthrax had been disposed and eight of the 20 buffalo that died had 
been disposed of. The ministry says more carcasses are being discovered through the clean up process.
“It looks like the situation is becoming normal now. Our offi cials have been disposing of some carcasses and I want 
to commend them because they have been doing so well. They have been working day and night to dispose these 
carcasses. It is really a huge task,” Shifeta said.

“We still have some few carcasses there but they are slowly decomposing. We are trying to see if we can get some 
reinforcement from the NDF, especially the navy, as they have some equipment to assist us with. Our equipment can’t 
get us through these streams, especially down to the island where many carcasses are also seen. I’m hopeful that within 
these two weeks we will maybe manage to dispose of everything if no more mass mortality is recorded,” he added. ...



EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.85
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Nam$14.30
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17°C (63)  38°C (100)

Herd of Oil Wells, Serengeti, Tanzania ▫    Pete Kreiner

Massive new Chinese interest in Tanzanian oil does not 
bode well for the world-famous Serengeti National Park as 
oilfi elds encroach on habitats vital to the preservation of 
threatened African wildlife.

A  SMILE

It’s raining ... and cold ...

Have a good two weeks 

Gill


