
Dear All

Elephants have right of way ...
Courtyard Hotel has had constant ‘raids’ by our elephants as they have decided that, instead of going round the fence, 
they will go through it.  

LIVINGSTONE

Livingstone-Sesheke Road

In the Daily Mail we are told that the government is to rehabilitate the Sesheke-Livingstone Road.  It gives no date.  
And then, in New Era: ... The most recent statistics from the Walvis Bay Corridor Group, which is tasked to promote 
the Walvis Bay-Ndola-Lubumbashi Development Corridor (WBNLDC), indicate that import and export volumes for the 
Zambian Market via the Port of Walvis Bay grew by 15 percent over the last fi nancial year....
Obviously Zambia needs to get this road done as soon as possible.

BEAUTIFUL PUPPIES FOR ADOPTION!

Beautiful pups ready for adoption – vaccinated and sterilised.  Sisters Polly & Nala are part 
ridgeback, sweet, playful & cuddly, but a bit nervous, about 5 months old.  Simba is about 7 
months, very easy going, gentle, great with other dogs & children.  All are ready to go to lov-
ing, family homes.  
Contact us on 0977 681741 or lapslivingstone@gmail.com
& come & meet you new family member!



The Zambezi Whitewater Festival will include a CRAFT FAIR at The Victoria Falls Waterfront on Saturday 11 November 
from 11h00 to 17h00. Get those piggy-banks topped up for gorgeous goodies and Christmas shopping with beautiful 
jewellery from Mulberry Mongoose, divine Azimai Natural Skincare and Scented Candles and transform your space with 
the fab Tribal Textiles, South Luangwa. Also look out for Livingstone’s own Pure Skills products, the exquisite WAYAWAYA 
collection and more! Get your entrance ticket now for the fair and festivities from The Waterfront reception. K180.00 gives 
you entrance for 2 days - Fri 10th Nov and Sat 11th Nov.

Friday and Saturday will feature LIVE MUSIC from Shyman, Black Mamba Man, Chicken Bus and funkmaster DJ 
Claudios Hunt, beer tents sponsored by Mosi Lager and Zambezi Whitewater Festival 2017 daily highlights, fun and prize-
giving on Saturday 11 Nov hosted by Brent Williamson. 
Saturday is a FAMILY-FRIENDLY FUN DAY! Come and join us for delicious food stalls, the Craft Fair and a KIDS Fun 
Zone (supervised) only K50 each with bouncy castles, water slides, dancing competitions, modelling competitions, face 
painting and more!

Fri 10th Nov - gates open at 15h00
Sat 11th Nov - gates open at 11h00
For those wanting to enter a team of 6 to be crowned Zambezi Whitewater Champions, there is still time to register. The 
following is a summary of event schedule and inclusions for all participants. 

Thursday 9th Nov – team registration will be open in the afternoon at the Waterfront where you get kitted out for the next 
2 days, followed by a sunset cruise and dinner back at The Waterfront (the cruise and dinner are included, drinks own 
account!) There will also be a LIVE BID for the participating raft guides, do your research and bid for your guide to lead 
through the competition. All funds raised at the live bid will be split equally and donated to Safpar’s three benefi ciaries of 
choice – Ebenezer Childrens Village, CCWA and International Rivers. 
Friday 10th Nov – this is the practice day on the Zambezi for your team with your raft guide from Rapids 1 -25 before 
Competition Day arrives. On Friday afternoon / evening, we will have live music, big screen action and festivities at the 
Waterfront – dinner is included for all participants. 
Saturday 11th Nov – Competition Day! Another full day rafting experience. The race format includes a ‘Test of the Best’, 
Zambezi Le Mans sprint and a slalom race with a fun ‘Surf & Turf’ competition for the best surf on the iconic Rapid 18, 
Oblivion. Read more here http://safparrafting.com/zambezi-whitewater-festival/#raceformat
On Saturday evening



New Butchery

Chundu Farm have opened a butchery in the same  yard 
as Draco.  I haven’t tried the meat but I am told that itis very 
good.  
It is nice to have a variety of meat, not just beef.  There are 
chickens in the freezer too.  

Support your local suppliers!!!  

Remember the carbon footprint of buying local produce is 
much less than if it has to be transported from Lusaka ...

Buy Cotton Shopping Bags

If your shopping looks like this ... with all those plastic bags 
... you should be ashamed of yourself ...

Buy Kariba Primary School Shopping Bags

Let’s do our bit for stopping the use of free plastic shopping 
bags which end up fl oating through the trees in our National 
Park or along the river ...



Leopards Hill Forest

From a comment on Facebook: 
Good Morning, it has just come to my attention (through a very reliable source) that following a letter to ZEMA asking 
them about the Kingsland City project which was being illegaly built in Forest 27, ZEMA has since halted the construction 
and apparently they are now doing an EIA and that members of the public should look out for notices of a scoping 
meeting which the project proponents are supposed to hold prior to submitting their EIA to ZEMA. I will call the ZEMA 
Director General to give me an indication on the next steps and any other surrounding information, as Am looking into 
doing a follow-up story to the one I did previously, on DW and may call on some of you for comments, at some point, if 
Am given a go-ahead for it. Thanks and have a good day...

G: Well done, ZEMA ... At least, after an EIA residents’ concerns will be addressed.

Lower Zambezi Catch & Release Initiative

After receiving a number of reports of Australian red-claw crayfi sh on the Lower Zambezi, we are collaborating with the 
Kafue River Trust to collect records that will aid in monitoring the spread of this invasive species in Zambia.
If you have seen crayfi sh on the Zambezi, please send us the details so that we can add these records to a database of 
sightings.

ZAMBIA



Living in wild harmony
Safarious

The Simalaha Community Conservancy in western Zambia 
is a little known but extraordinary place, and not just for its 
bucolic landscape and generous sprinkling of wildlife. It’s an 
African conservation and cultural success story, a ‘fi rst’ and 
a living example of unity.
HRH Chief Sekute is frail and stooped, but his memory is 
clear as glass. “I remember the Simalaha Plains used to 
have many species of wildlife, but they were ‘fi nished’ by 
the Namibian impact before independence,” he says with 
a soft rasp. Now species and numbers have returned to 
the plains and a new era has begun. Conservation through 
co-existence is being practiced successfully and people, 
livestock and wildlife are living together in peace and 
harmony. It’s a fi rst for Africa, where zebra graze between 
cattle, colourful washing hangs on the game fence, and farmers cultivate organic crops to feed their families - all within 
the reserve fences. Five years on, not one animal has been poached in Simalaha.
It started with two chiefs and a simple idea. HRH Chief Sekute and HRH Senior Chief Inyambo Yeta were united in their 
wish to restock the area with indigenous wildlife, and their communities agreed. Peace Parks Foundation (PPF) funded 
the project and set about fencing and establishing the 400km² Simalaha Community Conservancy in western Zambia in 
2012. The fence wrapped in established villages and nobody moved out.
Wildlife restocking then started in 2014, and so far seven species are already living happily back on the Simalaha Plains. 
First to arrive were impala – a total of 225 from Zambia, then 156 wildebeest and 79 Burchell’s zebra from Namibia, 25 
red lechwe, 48 puku and 25 waterbuck from Zambia, and eight reticulated giraffe also from Namibia. Still to come are 
more zebra, along with roan, sable and buffalo. ...

Chishimba Falls
Hydroworld

Zesco Limited is currently seeking companies to rehabilitate and extend the 6.2-MW Chishimba Falls small hydro station 
in Zambia, with generating capacity to more than double.
Chishimba Fall is a 6.2-MW run-of-river facility on the Luombe River in the Northern Province of Zambia.
Zesco plans to install a new powerhouse alongside the existing A and B powerhouses. This new building will house three 
5-MW horizontal Francis turbine-generator units.  ...
It says other Zesco sites with similar potential are 750-KW Lunzua (could grow to 15 MW), 5-MW Musonda Falls (could 
grow to 10 MW) and 12-MW Lusiwasi (could grow to 91 MW through 86-MW Lusiwasi Lower and 15-MW Lusiwasi 
Upper). Multiconsult reports the Norplan UK team undertook detailed studies of these four sites.
In fact, the upgrade to Lunzua was completed in late 2014. Lunzua began operating in 1960.

Kafue Rowing Centre
Row Zambezi

Latest news...
The 3 boat crews and the RowZambezi team have been busy training and developing the expedition, here’s our roundup 
of what’s been going on.
RowZambezi are delighted to announce their partnership with The World Rowing Federation (FISA). This partnership is 
in support of World Rowing’s clean water initiative, the Kafue River & Rowing Centre (KRRC) where RowZambezi will 
become an offi cial fundraising partner.  The KRRC which is being built in Zambia in a strategic collaboration between 
World Rowing and the World Wide Fund For Nature (WWF) will be the site of fi nal stage of RowZambezi, after passing 
through the swamps and fl ood plains of the Kafue fl ats.

Rowing’s relationship with clean water is at the very heart of our sport. This is why the rowing family has united behind 
our partnership with WWF and now with RowZambezi,” says World Rowing’s Executive Director, Matt Smith.” The KRRC 
will be a unique and valuable source of knowledge and research -not just for the Kafue area but for the world. The funds 
we will receive from the 2018 RowZambezi expedition will be a tremendous help as we prepare for the fi rst phase of 
construction.”

“I am delighted and very proud to be partnering with World Rowing as we embark on this tough but exciting expedition 
which will be the fi rst of its kind to scull the ecologically important Kafue River and its wetlands,” says Tim Cook, 
RowZambezi Expedition Leader. “Clean water is crucial to our sport and we hope to inspire athletes and their supporters 
as we explore this important region of Southern Africa in rowing boats.”



Zambian Carnivore Programme 

Another great team effort by CSL, DNPW and ZCP to desnare a young female 
wild dog from the Mwasauke pack yesterday. Thanks to Tafi ka Camp for reporting 
and assisting. Thanks to radio-collars on this pack we were able to fi nd, locate 
and rescue this dog who was badly snared through the mouth and unable to eat. 
Photos by Thandiwe Mweetwa

GRI - Elephant Orphanage Project 

Meet the latest orphan rescued by the Elephant Orphanage Project in Zambia, a 2.5 year old male. He does not have an 
offi cial name yet, but is currently known by the nickname of “41” - being the 41st orphan that the project has assisted.
He was found in the Fiera of Lower Zambezi National Park (like many of our rescues recently - a major poaching hotspot). 
Community members in an area called Chidada heard 
gunshots across the river (on the Zimbabwe side) late one 
evening. An elephant herd then passed through Kakaro 
village. The calf then stayed behind as the herd crossed 
over into Mozambique via the Luangwa River. It is believed 
his mother was shot, and so travelling without her support 
for 2 days meant he struggled to keep up with the herd.
The people from Kakaro village alerted the Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW), who captured 
and restrained him on the night of the 2nd October until 
Ben Tembo (a local community member who has been 
incredibly helpful with the last four rescues in that area) 
could assist while the EOP team (Rabin Naidoo, Chiinza 
Hamaamba and Elvis Lisibi) deployed to the area. When 
the team got there they untied him and secured him in a 
half built house. Although he was drinking water and eating 
browse furiously he could not replace what would have 
still been needed most from his mother’s milk - protein. 
Therefore he was stabilised in situ to ensure he would 
accept the milk formula before going through the stress of 
transportation to the nursery. Trying with small amounts in a syringe, the keepers patience was eventually rewarded and 
he started accepting the bottle of formula and became strong enough for transport to the nursery.
With assistance from DNPW vet Dr Innocent Ng’ombwa, the orphan made the 8 hour road journey to the Lilayi Elephant 
Nursery, before being gently coaxed off the vehicle with a milk bottle and into a stable. The team had some concerns over 
the weekend as he was suffering the effects of exhaustion after staying awake for 9 days straight. He could not stand up, 
so the team had to lift him to his feet for feeds, sometimes even just to his knees, and then back down. It was a challenge 
for a number of days as he has very little muscle in his back legs, he just did not have the power to get himself up. We 
are continuing to boost the protein content of his formula and although he still needing help standing up, he is remaining 
standing for much longer at a time.
He also has an eye infection that seemed to obstruct his vision quite severely at the beginning. However this is being 
treated with a combination of different eye drops with every 3 hourly milk bottle feed, and has already shown rapid 
improvement. As well as an abscess in his jaw (possibly from a thorn) that is quite deep and requires twice daily cleaning, 
which will likely need to continue for a while. He is becoming stronger every day but still has a way to go until we are 
confi dent that he will pull through the traumatic circumstances of losing his mother.



Frankfurt Zoological Society comes to Nsumbu National Park, Lake Tanganyika

The Nsumbu Tanganyika Conservation Project is Frankfurt 
Zoological Society’s latest engagement in Africa. We 
build on the work of Craig Zytkow who founded and led 
the organisation ‘Conservation Lake Tanganyika’ and will 
continue his efforts focusing on protected area management 
with an emphasis on conserving the elephant population, 
as well as community engagement and capacity building 
around conservation.

The Nsumbu ecosystem is located in the northeast of 
Zambia, linking the Great Lakes Tanganyika and Mweru 
Wantipa. The Nsumbu National Park covers approximately 
2,000 square kilometres, including about 80 kilometres of 
the most pristine shoreline of Lake Tanganyika. It is one of 
only three national parks along the entire lake shore and 
with its endangered Sumbu-Itigi forests, fi sh spawning 
grounds and elephant population arguably the most 
important one.

Liuwa Plain National Park

A sneak-peak of the all-new Liuwa Tented Camp! Come and enjoy the peak 
of the migration at Liuwa in our all-new self-catered tented camp. With solar 
power, hot water showers, fl ush toilets, a fully-kitted kitchen with a fridge, 
comfortable twin rooms and camp attendants on hand, it’s self-drive camping 
at it’s best!
Situated in one of Liuwa’s best game-viewing locations, expect a front row 
seat to the famous Liuwa wildebeest migration!
Rates: USD 50 per person per night. 
The camp sleeps 8 people. Groups are preferable due to shared ablution 
and kitchen facilities.
Booking essential.
For more information and booking enquiries contact: liuwatourism@african-
parks.org

Nkamba Bay

Nkamba Bay is a lodge on Lake Tanganyika.  Brad and Ruth (ex-Maramba River Lodge) are now managing Nkamba and 
they wanted me to tell you about it.  
The lodge is on the edge of Nsumbu National Park, a park which is now getting help from Frankfurt Zoological Society.
The lodge has 9 chalets with all the usual – fridge, tea, coffee … 
It is nestled on the edge of an inlet of the lake between Ndole Bay and Kasaba Bay Lodges.
From there visitors can go fi shing on the lake or go into the park for wildlife viewing. 
Getting there, for us from Livingstone, is quite a distance.  I would guess somewhere around 1,500 km so it is a long drive 
…  For those with their own plane, there is an airstrip nearby, otherwise Profl ight has scheduled fl ights to Kasama, 200 
km away.  
If you are heading up that way, keep Nkamba Bay in mind.  I am sure you will fi nd a big welcome.  Here are some photos 
– just to give you an idea of what it is like.  



Batoka Dam

The proposed Batoka Dam was in the news last week, I think because there was a visiting delegation to see the site.  The 
articles really only mentioned, among the usual hype, that Zambia and Zimbabwe were awaiting funds.   I still haven’t 
heard if the EIA is out ... I don’t think so ...

One-Stop Border Post at Vic Falls

In the news recently is the proposed One-Stop Border Post at Vic Falls.  All the bigwigs from Zambia and Zimbabwe had 
a meeting to discuss the proposal and it is expected that the legal document will be signed soon.  

We already have a One-Stop Border Post at Chirundu.  What happens is that the Zim and Zam offi cers are all in one 
offi ce, but all at their own counters.  So, at Chirundu the Zim and Zam offi cers on the Zambian side deal with travelling to 
Zimbabwe, then on the Zim side the offi cers deal with those coming into Zambia.  
From my experience it does not improve anything because we still have to go through the same procedures.  What needs 
to happen is that the Immigration offi cers from both countries are at one counter and the traveller is stamped out and in.  
Then the Customs offi cers are at one desk and the vehicles are stamped out and in.  
When the World Bank set up the Chirundu One-Stop Border post I am sure they had this in mind ... it hasn’t worked out 
like that ...  

ZIM-ZAM

Solar Street Lights for Vic Falls Town
TechZim:

Vic Falls has purchased 100 solar-powered street lights. These are meant to be installed before the end of the year. 
However with time, the town intends to go big on solar as well as on other energy alternatives in a bid to go green. The 
Vic Falls Municipality understands how important it is for the town to remain ‘lit’ since it is a tourist destination.

Bulawayo Donkey Abattoir
Veterinarians for Animal Welfare

I would like to inform the public that we have had assurances from the Division of Veterinary Services that NO donkey is 
ever going to be slaughtered at ANY abattoir in Zimbabwe. All abattoirs require licences from the Veterinary Authorities. 
Further, all movement permits for donkeys to the abattoir have been immediately suspended.

ZIMBABWE

African Wildlife Conservation Fund (Save)

We are very sad to have lost two of our Zuva Pack pups from a vehicle collision early this morning. Unfortunately one of 
the very real threats to wild dog packs, and all wildlife, that move on the edges of protected areas. Our scouts are follow-
ing up with the pack to make sure no other wild dogs were injured.



Bhejane Trust

Elephant poisoning: 13 elephants poisoned in Fuller Forest Area near Victoria Falls. The elephants were apparently 
poisoned with cyanide in oranges, which were hung in plastic bags from trees. Four elephants had the ivory removed but 
he poachers, while Parks recovered the ivory from the remaining 9. Two suspects have been arrested already by Parks, 
Forestry and Police investigations working together, and more arrests are expected soon. The quick reaction of the inves-
tigators is commended and sends out a strong message!

Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust 

Yesterday we had another success with removing two snares off 
of a young male elephant! One was wrapped around his front left 
leg and luckily had not dug into the tissue. Unfortunately the other 
snare was around his back right leg and had cut in to the tissue. Our 
wildlife vet was able to remove the snare and the necrotic tissue, 
clean the wound and treat the animal for infection. We would like to 
extend a very big thank you to everyone who helped, including the 
& Beyond team, Ash Pearson and the scouts, as well as ZPWMA. It 
was a tough one, well done to everyone involved. We will continue to 
monitor this animal’s recovery.

New Hotel for Vic Falls Town
Newsday

Shearwater tour and adventure company says they are planning to build a $5 million one-stop different designs hotel and 
game reserve with a capacity of accommodating in excess of 2 000 guests in Victoria Falls. ...

Clement Mukwasi, Shearwater spokesman, said all the paperwork and plans have been put in place and the multi-faceted 
hotel facility will be located in the 3 000-hectare park, along the Victoria Falls International Airport Road. ...

Zimbabwe Elephant Nursery and the Zambezi-Kazuma Landscape Conservation Project
International Fund for Animal Welfare

The Zimbabwe Elephant Nursery (ZEN) outside of Harare is home to 
six young elephants who were rescued from certain death: Annabelle, 
Matabele, Tulku, Kura, Moyo and Sizi. ... 
Annabelle, Matabale, Tulku and Kura were each found severely 
injured when they were rescued. Moyo and Sizi were orphaned when 
their mothers were killed by poachers. Until ZEN was formed in 2013, 
injured and orphaned calves like these in Zimbabwe – still dependent 
on mother’s milk, lacking basic survival skills and unable to protect 
themselves from predators -- were certain to die.

But no more. Thanks to ZEN and IFAW, these six calves have a 
second chance. In the coming months and years, they will complete a 
circle of life from rescue to rehabilitation to release back to the wild in a protected area. ...

The six youngsters are growing up fast; they are healthy; and they have formed close bonds of friendship and trust with 
each other. They are ready to start the next phase of their lives. And so are we.

IFAW and ZEN have leased 34,500 hectares (85,215 acres) in the Panda-Masuie Forest Reserve, a critical tract that 
adjoins Zambezi National Park in the north, Kazuma Pan National Park in the south and allows safe passage for 
elephants and other wildlife to huge swaths of protected land. The 20-year lease we’ve signed helps safeguard the land 
where we plan to release the six orphans as soon as possible in 2018. And it will help secure the land for other wildlife as 
well.

The elephants and their keepers will be transported from the ZEN nursery near Harare to a newly built “boma” -- a 
protected enclosure in Panda-Masuie which will serve as their transitional home while they adjust to life in the wild. Over 
time, they will explore their new surroundings, learn new skills and either establish their own herd or join a wild herd 
passing through the area. ...



The African Dream

The African Dream, a boat built in Zim on its way to Kasane.  It is 
huge with a capacity of 300 guests.  The drive from Harare to Kasane 
took over 2 weeks. 

BOTSWANA

Elephants are dying of thirst and they need help!
Africa Geographic 

Thousands of thirsty elephants utilise the tiny waterhole at Elephant 
Sands in Botswana. It is one of a few reliable sources of water in this 
vast landscape. The result is often chaos as elephants arrive in their 
hundreds, exhausted, dehydrated and anxious. Something must be 
done. Something is being done. 

Kwando Carnivore Project

The Aardwolf is the smallest member of the hyaena family. Although 
blamed for killing of sheep and goats, this is not possible as they are 
adapted to live entirely from termites. The Mudumu Complex is home 
to a range of small carnivores/insectivores which indicates that the 
system is healthy. When top order predators exist in a landscape 
then an array of smaller carnivore species are facilitated through a 
top down process. Other small carnivores that occur in the Mudumu 
Complex include bat-eared foxes, jackals, African wild cat, caracals 
and servals.

The Angola boys as we call this coalition of male lions are now 
fi ve years old. They were born to the Horse Shoe pride and we got 
to know them when they were less than one years old. After they 
dispersed from the pride, they moved into Angola as far north as the 
Luiana River in the Luengue-Luiana National Park. After the Horse 
Shoe pride shifted south and now live mainly in northern Botswana, 
the Angola boys return more frequently. One can occasionally hear 
them roaring during the night from across the Kwando River when 
they visit Horse Shoe, Long Lagoon and Chopper pad in Bwabwata 
NP. They sometimes move from this area to well within Angola 
overnight. We hope to recapture them in order to replace the GPS/
Satellite collar so that we can further monitor their progress.

NAMIBIA



Anthrax in Bwabwata

Last week I copied an article about dead hippos in the Kavango River.  Over 100 died plus 20 buffalo.  The hippos have 
since been removed from the river and, I assume, burned.

New lodge opening on the banks of the Zambezi, Namibia

First guests at Zambezi Mubala Lodge are booked to arrive on November, 1 opening the new lodge on the Namibian 
banks of the Zambezi. 

Inke Stoldt, Public Relations Offi cer, Gondwana Collection 
said the lodge can take a maximum of 44 guests and is 
confi gured with 18 spacious double chalets and two family 
chalets.   All chalets are en suite and air conditioned, offering 
views of the river landscape.  The lodge has a restaurant and 
bar area, and offers wifi  throughout.

The area is ideal for fi shing enthusiasts, and bird and nature 
lovers. Activities will include birding/photography cruises and 
guided fi shing.

The Zambezi Mubala Lodge is located 40km east of Katima 
Mulilo on the Namibian riverbank of the Zambezi overlooking 
Zambia.

(G: This is the old Kalizo Lodge)

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.90

P10.38

Nam$13.70

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

24°C (75)  41°C (106)

Too full to move! – Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park, South 
Africa/Botswana by Johan J. Botha

A  SMILE

Clouds but no rain ... 

Have a good two weeks 

Gill


