
Dear All

The header is one of Quentin’s photos from Zambian Waterfalls.  This one is on the Lelya River

Recycling in Livingstone

We have no commercial recycling in Livingstone but there are several small-scale projects which have been set up to re-
use some of our disposables.  

Jollyboys is one company which is making the most of any project which re-uses their waste.  They have bins for different 
types of waste in the lodge and these are taken to various outlets for recycling.  

Cans, yogurt pots, cardboard boxes, egg boxes and bottle tops are all cleaned and saved for artwork projects around 
Livingstone
Plastic bags are being woven into handicrafts
Plastic bottles are fi lled with dirt and are used as building bricks
Glass bottles are taken to Pure Skills Designs and are made into various items.  Glass which cannot be used in this way 
is crushed and used for building

If you would like to take your ‘rubbish’ for re-cycling, Jollyboys is happy to accept it as long as you sort and clean it fi rst.  

LIVINGSTONE



ZAMBIAZambia Revenue Authority
ZNBC

Government has extended the period for the ‘Time to PAY’ agreement to allow companies and individuals clear their 
premiums with the Zambia Revenue Authority -ZRA.  The initial deadline was December 31st 2017 but will now end in 
June 2018.

The ‘Time To Pay’ was initiated in April this year together with the Tax Amnesty which expired two days ago.Minister of 
Finance Felix Mutati says the extension is meant to allow the private sector and individuals to breathe and give them 
enough time to clear their books with ZRA. 

Speaking at a pre-budget breakfast meeting in Kitwe this morning, Mr. Mutati said government cannot squeeze the private 
sector because they contribute the much-needed tax.

G: I have struggled with the new ZRA system of everything being done on line.  I have spent so many hours in the ZRA 
offi ces getting help.  The problem is not me so much as the internet keeps dropping out.  This past month was the fi rst 
month which I managed on my own without the time at ZRA.  But I did have to go through the payment via Airtel several 
times before it went through.  
So ... thank you for the extension ... I know we all need it!

Kafue River
This was also a comment made at the same meeting:  
And Kitwe Chamber of Commerce and Industry Past President Berry Mwango suggested that maritime transportation on 
the Kafue river be initiated since water is available throughout the year.
Mr. Mwango says bulk goods between Chililabombwe and Lusaka can be transported on the Kafue river to free up the 
roads which are being damaged by heavy trucks.

G:  This is impossible.  The Kafue goes on a long round-about route through the National Park and passes over several 
geological fault-lines where the river turns into a series of rapids.  And, ... can you imagine boats laden with copper 
passing through a National Park????

And then there was this in the Daily Mail:

With the growing population and business activities, the demand for transport has tremendously increased.

It is for this reason that Government is striving to upgrade transport infrastructure by constructing roads, railways, 
dredging of water bodies and building of new airports to meet the demand for the modes of transport. ...

While the country has abundant navigable lakes and rivers, the development of the sector has been inhibited by lack of 
tactical know-how in the management of inland waterways.
The eastern sea route through Lake Tanganyika, which is a gateway for exports of various products such as cement, 
sugar, including maize and other farm produce to the Great Lakes Region, such as Rwanda and Burundi require a 
government-owned vessel.
Government should be commended for the nation-wide survey of 2011/2012 which culminated into a report and guide on 
how to enhance water transport by making more water bodies navigable.
The fi ndings of the survey helped inform decision to purchase six water vessels at a cost of US$12 million.
The move is aimed at boosting the water transport in the country to the modern water transport standard.
According to Minister of Transport and Communication Brian Mushimba all modes of transport will be made accessible 
and affordable to the public.
Mr Mushimba, said a cargo vessel will be deployed on Lake Tanganyika to compete with the Tanzanian vessel, the SS 
Liemba.  The SS Liemba is a passenger and cargo ferry built in 1913 that still runs along the eastern shore of Lake 
Tanganyika.  The ferry, which was set to sail 103 years ago as a German warship on the East African front, is still sailing 
down Lake Tanganyika.

The introduction of a State-owned ferry on the water body will result in increased transportation of goods as well as give 
choice to exporters and importers of goods on which ferry to use.
The move will enhance competition on Tanganyika waters.
Mr Mushimba also states that one vessel will be deployed on Lake Bangweulu in Luapula Province.
This is a welcome move as it will ease the diffi culty that people face while travelling in that region.
The ferry for the Zambezi River is the one that has been relocated to Bangweulu following the completion of Mongu /
Kalabo road as the demand for road transport has increased as opposed to use of water transport. ...

So far, a 120-seater passenger boat has been delivered, while two more are expected soon.
And the delivery of other cargo vessels will follow later.
Government has already procured 27 various dredgers for the water bodies to make them navigable. ...

G: From a conservation point of view, I have to comment that we have to be careful not to change the dynamics of a 
river or the river basin.  I liked the idea from New Zealand where a river has been given the rights as if it is a living entity.  
Fresh water is our life-line and it is going to become increasingly scarce as we have more people and more agriculture.  
Our rivers have to be treasured.  For this reason, I am concerned about pollution with more river/lake traffi c.  The 
consequences of dredging I feel should be subject to an EIA.  



KAZA Visas out of stock
Travel iafrica

Zimbabwe has offi cially run out of 
convenient KAZA univisa stickers, 
leaving tourists with no other option but 
to purchase regular, single-country visas 
upon entry.

According to Tourism Update, all entry 
points including Harare International 
Airport, Victoria Falls International 
Airport, Kazungula Border (Botswana) 
and the Victoria Falls Border have run 
out of stock.

The KAZA univisa sticker was launched 
back in December 2016, and allows 
tourists to gain entry to both Zimbabwe 
and Zambia for just $50. It also 
covers day-entry to Botswana via the 
Kazungula borders.

In the meantime, visitors will have to shell out between $30 and $55 for regular Zimbabwean visas, which are available at 
all points of entry. They will then also be required to purchase separate Zambian visas.

This follows Zambia’s announcement of the same predicament in recent weeks, and it spells trouble for both countries’ 
tourism industries.

G: This is a huge disappointment for the tourist industry.  Either the governments under-estimated the demand for the 
KAZA visa or it there is a lack of planning.  When the tourist industries advertise their product, they will give information 
on visas.  It is similar to a Customs Duty.  What would happen if suddenly there was a change in Customs Duty on fuel 
and the import cost goes up by 50% because the government was not organised?

Conservation Lower Zambezi 

Conservation success as a female pangolin is rescued and 
released into the Lower Zambezi National Park. CLZ would 
like to give a special thank you to Wildlife Crime Prevention 
for facilitating the release operation, Profl ight Zambia for 
fl ying the pangolin to the Lower Zambezi safely, and DNPW’s 
Lusaka IIU for their continued persistence in their mandate to 
protect wild animals.



WWF Zambia

We are in the Sioma Ngwezi National park this week to 
begin Elephant Collaring operations. In partnership with the 
Department of National Parks and Wildlife and Elephant 
Connection we will be researching the movement of 
Elephants found in the Silowana complex by safely fi tting 
about 10 Elephants with GPS satellite collars. 

The GPS data collected will provide an insight on the 
Elephant’s movements which will be used to identify wildlife 
corridors, migration paths and vacant habitats.
This information will provide a baseline of information about 
their habitat needs, density and distribution, demography, 
ecology, behaviour and social organization. From this data, 
we can ensure adequate conservation planning and action 
for securing legally protected wildlife movement corridors 
through scientifi c research of elephant landscape use.



Matopos Heritage MTB Challenge 2017

Day two - Maleme to Camp Dwala

ZIMBABWE
Bhejane Trust 

An afternoon in the Chamabonda with Ian Gloss, who, 
eight years ago, started the whole ball rolling by donating a 
diesel engine to pump the fi rst water point. While checking 
on current systems and future requirements, we saw over 
300 elephant, over 200 buffalo, giraffe, zebra, a lion and 2 
lionesses and to crown it all - 2 leopard!!

Zambian Carnivore Programme

Four national parks for one group of wild dogs we’re pretty 
sure is a record! In a Zambian national park visitation list 
that rivals that of many tourists, a group of dispersing male 
dogs from South Luangwa’s Hot Springs pack ranged 
into Lukusuzi National Park and Luambe National Park 
before returning to South Luangwa, forming a pack with a 
dispersing group of females, and ranging through up into 
North Luangwa National Park at present! Photo by Natasha 
Anderson.



Cheetah Zimbabwe

Sad news from Hwange one of female HNP013’s recently 
dispersed cubs has been killed on the railway line by a 
passenger train. Such an unfortunate end to the life of this 
young male. The photograph with this post is of the cubs 
in better days. Even though it is sad news it is valuable 
information, so thank you all for contacting us.

I’m sure everyone will be happy to receive some news of 
the three subadult cheetahs who recently lost their brother. 
This weekend they successfully hunted an impala. Although 
they were still seen close to the railway line calling for their 
brother, we are confi dent they will soon move further into the 
park. Many thanks Nikki Waldeck for sharing your sighting!

Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust

We have recently had a few rescue and rehabilitation cases coming in. We 
would like to thank Evan Wellock for kindly bringing in these juvenile black 
shouldered kites that were found when the tree their nest was in was chopped 
down. The kites are doing well and have an open door for their enclosure to 
allow them to fl y when they feel fi t. We continue to supplementary feed them 
until they are self sustainable. Both birds are now able to fl y short distances.

Hwange Fire

According to a report in The Chronicle, there is a huge fi re 
burning in Hwange National Park and Matetsi Safari Area – 
720 sq km are affected.  It has been burning for fi ve days.  



Mike Chase on Botswana’s biggest elephant dilemma 
Mmegi

No man alive has amassed more in depth knowledge of African elephants than Mike Chase, the founder of Elephants 
Without Borders. Staff Writer THALEFANG CHARLES sat with him on the banks of Chobe River in Kasane recently as he 
shared some revelations from his recent project called the Great Elephant Census

Travelling on a Safari vehicle from Chobe Game Lodge to the Kasane Airport, a wide-ranging conversation with Map 
Ives, the National Rhino Coordinator, touches on elephants and quickly moves on to Mike Chase. Ives says: “Mike has 
amassed a lot of information and knowledge and I think sometimes it weighs down on him. You can tell from his eyes.”

We concurred on this after sitting in an hour-long exclusive interview with Chase, noting his occasional quiet, distant 
stares in mid-sentence as if he wanted to choose the right information from his bank of knowledge from ground-breaking 
research on elephants and zebras in Africa.

Born 43 years ago in Mahalapye, Chase has been studying elephants’ ecology in Botswana for over 17 years. He is 
the fi rst Motswana to be conferred a doctorate in elephant ecology. In 2001 Chase founded a conservation organisation 
called Elephants Without Borders (EWB) based in Kasane and today when he speaks about elephants, he oozes with 
authoritative passion.

But why elephants? Chase explains
“I have always had passion for elephants. They have mystifi ed me. I have been intrigued by them. I love the look of them, 
the smell of them, the way that they feel, their skin rubbing against each other and besides, Botswana has the largest 
population of elephants in the world.”

He says although Botswana is the global custodian of the African elephant, there was previously no dedicated study on 
these animals and he took it upon himself to serve that niche to provide invaluable scientifi c data on elephants.

Great Elephant Census
In 2014 Chase put together a team of over 90 scientists, six non-governmental organisations, consultants and two 
advisory partners to collaborate in the immense three-year Great Elephant Census (GEC) project. He says this was 
the fi rst-ever pan-African survey of savanna elephants using standardised data collection and validation methods. The 
project, which was funded by billionaire philanthropist Paul Allen, revealed that there was indeed a substantial decline in 
elephant numbers in just the last decade.

Chase reports that ivory trade and poaching pose serious threats and there is now a risk that savannah elephants could 
disappear from parts of Africa.

The scientifi c report on the results of the GEC, which was published on August 31 states: “The Pan-African survey shows 
the estimated savannah elephant population to be 352,271 within the 18 countries surveyed to-date, representing at least 
93% of savannah elephants in these countries”.

The report further states that Botswana holds 37% of the total elephant population followed by Zimbabwe at 23% and 
Tanzania with 12%.

 

Elephants Without Borders

Elephant crossing, Kasane.. And yes, they do look both ways 
before crossing the road!

BOTSWANA



Botswana’s biggest elephant dilemma
According to Chase, Botswana is facing a huge dilemma with regards to her noble decision to provide safe haven to the 
continent’s elephants.
“Because of Botswana’s stand on elephants, a lot of them are fi nding refuge in Botswana and this creates a lot of 
challenges in human-wildlife coexistence because living with high numbers of elephants is a big challenge.
“The great tragedy is that there is little we can do in Botswana. These elephants are part of a trans-boundary population 
and until our neighbours rise up and act on protecting their environment so that these animals can freely travel back and 
fourth through their ancestral migration routes, they will continue to stay here and seek refuge.”

Chase says on the northern part of the border, elephants are facing the highest concentration of poaching in Africa. 
Whenever the beasts attempt to migrate north of Botswana’s border, they get killed. As a result, more elephants are now 
moving into new territories sparking recent sightings in southern Botswana.
“People say Botswana is not affected by poaching but we are arguably the most affected country because now all the 
elephants are coming here seeking refuge and in the process, causing lots of damage to the environment and worsening 
human-wildlife confl icts,” Chase says.

He gives example of Chobe, saying the region cannot sustain the elephants population in the long run.
“It is time to stop paying lip service. We have agreements like Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA) 
and that needs to be enforced.”

The solutions, Chase says, lie in demonstrating to partnering countries the benefi ts of wildlife tourism.
“We need to present the Botswana model to neighbouring countries and show them that this is a multimillion dollar 
industry that could uplift communities and simultaneously protect and preserve the environment.”

Hunting ban
Chase also condemns those calling for the lifting of the hunting ban saying, they are basing their arguments on “little 
information”. He gives an example of the situation in the Caprivi Strip where hunting is allowed but there are many 
communities living in abject poverty without benefi ting from the hunting of wildlife.

“Until we sort out the comprehensive community benefi ts 
from wildlife hunting, where communities will enjoy the 
benefi ts of wildlife they co-existed with for years, I see no 
future in hunting on state land in this country,” said Chase.

Environment and Conservation
Chase urges all parties to involve Batswana on 
environmental issues. He notes that local media do 
not cover environmental issues affecting Botswana 
comprehensively and urges fellow researchers to involve 
Batswana, through local media in their works. Chase is 
aware that even in Kasane, there are people who have 
never been inside the Chobe National Park and for 
Botswana to achieve environmental education, everyone 
needs to be involved and become an advocate for the 
environment.

“We have to intensify the appreciation of environment so 
that Botswana can still shine as a model of successful conservation,” he says.

Chase, who this year was very vocal against the burning of the elephant stockpile in Kenya, challenges conservation 
organisations to leave their ivory towers, get on the fi eld and work to protect and preserve the environment.

Chase has also infl uenced the phasing out of the 20-year old elephant riding activity at the Abu Camp in the Okavango 
Delta. This week Abu Camp announced the ban in a statement saying: “Following an extensive review of its programme 
and in compliance with recent government directives, as of 31 December 2016, Abu Camp will no longer allow guests to 
ride elephants.”

For his next project, Chase is working on starting a wildlife sanctuary in Kasane with the support of the government.  “I 
want to start training and facilitating the next generation of conservationists. This will be a visitor education centre that will 
help in conservation and environmental education in Botswana.”



Elephants Without Borders

An elephant was stuck in a well.  She had been there for 
a few days when a rescue team arrived from Elephants 
without borders.  

It is a lovely story with a good outcome.  Read the full 
story on www.elephantswithoutborders.org/wildlife-rescue/
elephant-rescued-from-well/

After days being stuck in the well, she was exhausted when 
they fi nally pulled her out.  It was touch and go, but fi nally, 
she managed to stand ..

And then she came to the vehicle ... to say thank you ...



Brown Hyena Research Project 

Our hyena Lloyd made it almost too easy to download his 
telemetry data today...

Vulture re-sightings in Namibia

L392. This is the fi rst resighting of the 4year-old White-
backed Vulture L392. Tagged as a nestling in September 
2013

NAMIBIA

Elephant Sands

The Great Makghadighadi adventure cycle challenge 2017 
Riding for Water for Elephant Trust
Come and join us next year for this great cause
Send us a message at Elephantsands if you except the 
challenge 
Thank you to all the great riders that did it this year Amazing



Pilchard Collapse
The Namibian

DESPITE the prevailing dearth of pilchards potentially spelling the end of Namibia’s pelagic fi shing industry, the fi sheries 
ministry is hopeful that stocks will recover.

Fisheries permanent secretary Moses Maurihungirire ascribed the current environmental challenges to climate change, 
although the ministry was still researching to establish causes and determine future directions.

“We are hopeful because of some good traces of pilchard abundances in deeper waters, but on average globally fi sh 
stocks are declining, and climate change accelerates that decline. The warming, rising, more acidic seas affect habitats 
and reproduction,” he explained, adding that Namibia has never experienced a slump such as the current one. ...

Hippo teeth: Hong Kong trade threatens species in Africa
Africa geographic

Hong Kong has always been regarded as the epicentre of the global wildlife trade. It appears however that this trade is 
not adequately controlled by authorities and may lead many species to the brink of extinction.

Unfortunately many news headlines announce illegal elephant ivory and rhino horn trade being processed through Hong 
Kong’s borders. Many other threatened animals are caught up in this illegal trade as well, from pangolins and turtles, to 
wrasse and even hippos – hippo teeth contain ivory, and carvings made 
from the teeth are cheaper than elephant ivory.

The signifi cant decline in hippo populations in Africa has brought to light 
the trade in hippo teeth in a recent article published in the African Journal 
of Ecology by Alexandra Andersson and Luke Gibson from the University 
of Hong Kong’s School of Biological Sciences.

The fi ndings from the study reveal that CITES trade records show that 
there are discrepancies in the volume of hippo teeth declared by exporters 
and importers in Hong Kong. Since 1975, Hong Kong has processed 90% 
of the 770,000kg of hippo teeth that have been traded internationally.

Two countries in Africa stand out as jointly providing 75% of hippo ivory 
into Hong Kong: Tanzania and Uganda.

Tanzania joined CITES in 1980, and it is the duty of a CITES party to 
report accurate trade numbers in threatened species. However, since 
1980, an amount of 3,176kg of hippo teeth over the declared export 
amount from Tanzania has been received by Hong Kong. In addition, 
Uganda, which joined CITES in 1991, has completed 19 trade transactions 
with Hong Kong, but according to the trade records, Hong Kong has 
received less hippo ivory than declared by Uganda.

These fi gures amount to discrepancies in the volume of trade of over 
14,000kg of hippo ivory – about 2,700 individual hippos.

Hippos are listed as Vulnerable by the IUCN, and they predict that over the next 30 years the population will decrease by 
30%. Over-exploitation and the illegal trade of hippo teeth are some of the reasons for the decline in population, along 
with habitat loss and climate change. The IUCN also says that with the rate at which population decline is going, hippos 
could be extinct within the next 100 years.

To prevent further mismanagement of threatened species, the study looks to the authorities, urging them to increase their 
efforts in checking trade numbers on imports and exports, and working together to report any discrepancies and signs of 
illegal trade.

If nothing is done, and this sort of mismanagement continues, then hippos and many other species are ultimately headed 
for extinction sooner than we think.

OTHER STUFF



EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.55

P10.19

Nam$13.15

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

21°C (70)  36°C (97)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

Invictus K9 is with Jay Crafter.

Today we begun reading lessons.... Jay’s doing well and will probably be able to read full sentences by the end of the 
week

A  SMILE

It’s getting hot ...


