
Dear All

My header is from Pangolin Safaris, Botswana.  Little Bee-Eaters cuddling up in the reeds on a cold winter morning ...

LIVINGSTONE

Speed Limit in Town

I f you travel around Livingstone you will notice a variety of speed limit signs.  Some state 65, some 50 and others 40.  
The other month the government issued a Statutory Instrument to reduce all speed limits to 40kph in towns.  As I pointed 
out in a previous newsletter, I considered this to be unenforceable without all the speed-limit signs being changed.

Last week I was caught speeding along Kafubu Road at a speed of 46 kph, according to the police.    Interestingly, I was 
among several others who were busy interacting with the traffi c cops, but I was the only one who was required to go to 
the Dambwa Police Station to fi ll in an Admission of Guilt, pay a fi ne of K300 and to get a receipt.  All the other ‘offenders’ 
were dealt with on the roadside.   I wonder why ...

When I got home I thought I would have a look at the Traffi c Act just to see what the obligations of the government were 
when it came to our roads.  The Act was 380 pages long and was full of the power of government to enforce the law, 
but the obligations of government were very diffi cult to fi nd.  When it came to Speed Limits I could only fi nd that the 
government was required to place notifi cation in the Government Gazette and in a newspaper.  I knew that this had been 
done, but, as a member of the public, I felt that government was required to place signs on the road to inform us.  

So I headed to the Highway Code which is also provided by government.  It told me that:
You MUST NOT exceed the maximum speed limit .  ...  And later:  You MUST obey all traffi c light signals and traffi c signs 
giving orders.  

It was later that I realised that although there was a sign on Kafubu Road stating that the speed limit was 40, I had, in fact, 
not passed that sign – I was 100 metres before it.  So, according to my reading of the law, I was allowed to drive at 46kph 
because the last sign I had passed had told me 65kph.

Sorry, I had to have a rant ...



ZAMBIA
Northern Tourist Circuit

This was in the Daily Mail
Kasama Member of Parliament Kelvin Sampa has urged 
the business community to take advantage of the booming 
economic and tourism activities in Northern Province to 
operate in the region.
Speaking when he visited Chishimba Falls on Monday, Mr 
Sampa urged both foreign and local tourists to fi nd time to 
visit the site, which is a marvel.
Mr Sampa said Chishimba Falls is a unique tourist site.
He called for aggressive marketing of the falls because 
currently, most foreign and local tourists only know about 
the Victoria Falls in Livingstone. 
Mr Sampa is, however, confi dent that with the upgrading of 
Kasama Airport, more tourists will fi nd it easy to fl y in the 
province and visit Chishimba Falls. ...

G:  MP Kelvin Sampa must know his area well.  I don’t know 
the area, but I do know tourism.  
The fi rst item on the agenda of most tourists to Africa is to 
see wildlife.  The beautiful waterfalls of the north will only 
come second.  So I had a look at the parks in the north, 
accessed along the Serenje/Kasama Road and this is what 
I found:

North Luangwa National Park is only partly a tourist area.  It is a park which is helped by the Frankfurt Zoological Society 
to protect the rhino there.  There are a few small camps.  
Bangweulu Wetland (next to Lavushi Manda) is a Game Management Area which is helped by African Parks 
Foundation.  It has one lodge, run by African Parks.  Its attractions are the shoebill and black lechwe.
Mweru Wantipa has no tourist facilities, no infrastructure; it has been encroached by villagers who come to fi sh and 
probably has little wildlife.
Lusenga Plain, according to Zambia Tourism, has had some relocation of wildlife in the past, but, again it has no facilities 
and, I expect, very little wildlife.  
Isangano, according to Zambia Tourism is ‘defunct’.  In fact, it is diffi cult to fi nd it mentioned on any map.
Kasanka is run as a public-private partnership between government and Kasanka Trust.  This arrangement has been in 
place since 1990 (17 years ago).  When Kasanka Trust began this arrangement, the park was just another of Zambia’s 
‘defunct’ parks.  Kasanka is now known as the place of the largest mammal migration in the world – bats.  It has one 
camp for tourists.
Lavushi Manda is being assisted by the Kasanka Trust but still has no facilities and little wildlife, as far as I know.  
Nsumbu, on Lake Tanganyika, is being assisted by Conservation Lake Tanganyika and is slowly becoming a park to visit.  
Visitors normally stay at Ndole Bay on Lake Tanganyika.  

So, all in all, the north of Zambia cannot compare with other areas in Zambia.  Although Kasama Airport is being 
upgraded a lot more has to be done before 
it becomes a major tourist destination.  

Footnote 1:  The Zambia Daily Mail is 
publishing some excellent articles on the 
environment these days.  So a Big Well 
Done to them.  
Footnote 2:  Quentin Allen is posting 
photographs and paintings of Zambian 
waterfalls on Facebook.  Go have a look.  



Bangweulu Wetlands 

Can Bangweulu Wetlands be reached by public transport? 
Yes, but with diffi culty. Meet Leon: traveling through Zambia 
and Tanzania for a few months, he decided he simply 
had to see the black lechwe herds. He found a ride on a 
truck coming to the nearest village (Muwele), a few hours 
drive from Mpika, then borrowed a bicycle in the village 
to reach our campsite and see the lechwe, and he wasn’t 
disappointed!

Mutinondo Wilderness 

The Aloes (A. mzimbana) are fl owering at the moment! Did you know they come in two colors?: the common red and a 
rare orange-yellow one. With Tom McCoy and Nick Wightman.

Klipspringers at Quentin’s Rock today.



Row Zambezi

RowZambezi is a group of passionate rowers, adventurers, Olympians and coaches 
who are taking on an epic expedition down the Kafue River in Zambia in the summer 
of 2018. RowZambezi brings role models from the sport to teach, guide and mentor 
athletes and coaches on the rivers and waters of their own nations to inspire their 
communities.

During the Kafue expedition we will be coaching up and coming rowing coaches from 
countries that share the waters of the Zambezi. After the expedition is over, we will 
carry on providing coaching support and assistance to them in the run up to the 2020 
Olympics. ...

In July 2018, RowZambezi will row nearly 900km along the Kafue River in Zambia in just 
14 days. Starting in the Kafue National Park, the expedition will then row through the 
wilderness of the Kafue Flats before fi nishing in August at the site of World Rowing’s Kafue River & Rowing Centre. ...

Kafue National Park
Daily Mail

The park measures 22,500 kilometres and stretches over three provinces in Zambia. In the dry season, the area becomes 
highly susceptible to dangerous wild fi re, and fi re management in the Kafue ecosystem is therefore critical for the park to 
thrive.
This is what fi re experts from The Nature Conservancy (TNC), an environmental organisation concerned with protecting 
the earth’s natural resources and beauty, demonstrated last week during a fi re training programme held at the Chunga 
Fire Training School. ...
TNC country director Victor Simudaala says the organisation recognises the importance of building capacity in fi re 
management in the park and has been conducting training in Chunga in the last few years.
“When we were putting in our initial investments in Zambia, we came in to work with Government as our lead partner 
to address issues that affect or threaten the integrity of the Kafue National Park and fi re came out as one of the major 
challenges that this park faces,” Mr Simudaala explains.
Information on wild fi re is something that many people lack, including understanding the serious risk it poses to the 
survival of the national park.

But the destructive nature of fi re can also be used for good. Many are unaware that fi re can actually be used to sprout 
new life, particularly in spaces such as national parks and game management areas. ...

From the data collected over the years, it is clear that close to 60 percent of the park and around 50 percent of game 
management areas get affected by fi res, therefore the programmes run by TNC in the park are also aimed at making it 
more fi nancially sustainable.

“Our idea is basically how we can reduce fi res together with Government because it is a huge threat to the integrity of the 
park. It also threatens the growth of tourism in this park because when you get late fi res, it destroys the vegetation, which 
most of these wild animals thrive on,” Mr Simudaala says. ...

 “We have so far trained more than 200 people and we are 
now looking at building a fi re strategy plan for the Kafue 
ecosystem,” he shares. ...

Nanzhila

The diversity of the Southern Kafue - sightings from the 
last week show that it’s not always about the “big” stuff...a 
hunting serval, ...



Conservation South Luangwa 

Thanks to Stacy James and Ami Desai from Dazzle Africa 
who help fund our veterinary work. This week while visiting 
their sponsored programs they were able to help take part 
in de-snaring a lion and a zebra.

This week ZCP/CSL Vet and fi eld teams with DNPW de-snared this 
gorgeous male lion. Luckily the snare was fresh and had not cut in. Thank 
you to Robin Pope Safaris, Nkwali for reporting him. Thanks also to Stacy 
James and Ami Desai from Dazzle Africa for the wildlife rescue support. 
Hard to believe that in just the few days you have been here, you have 
witnessed a zebra and lion de-snaring. Hopefully there is no more.

Our regular anti-snaring patrols pull out hundreds of wire 
snares every year. This translates in to fewer animals dying 
in snares such as this buffalo, who was luckily de-snared 
and survived.



Chiawa Camp and Old Mondoro Camp

This beautiful Eland was seen and photographed by Old 
Mondoro’s head guide Sebastian yesterday. It’s the fi rst 
Eland seen in a very long time.

“It’s been an incredible few weeks of game viewing at both 
Chiawa Camp and Old Mondoro - lion including up a tree, 
leopard, cheetah on a kill and our closest photo yet, wild 
dogs, lion making kills, leopard making kills, martial eagle 
making kills, several aardvark sightings at both camps too - 
amazing and we aren’t yet at peak game viewing time!”



Conservation Lower Zambezi 

Today, we were fortunate enough to have a pangolin release at the 
same time as our Chiawa School Group! We got to show the children 
and teachers the pangolin and explain their plight against wildlife 
traffi ckers. This pangolin was confi scated and now the perpetrator 
faces up to 5 years in prison. We hope these children go back to their 
families and peers and tell them about this eye opening experience.



ZIMBABWE

Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust  
Another successfully de-snared buffalo! Many thanks to 
Zambezi Horse Trails who tracked this buffalo calf for three 
days until she was fi nally located by Charles Brightman and 
Victoria Falls Anti Poaching Unit (who also helped us to dart 
and take off the snare). Also thank you to National Parks. 
It is terrible to see how deep the wire cut into her neck, but 
we will monitor her and from experience, we are confi dent 
that the wound will heal and she will recover.

Yesterday we had a call out from some Victoria Falls Anti 
Poaching Unit scouts in the Zambezi and Victoria Falls 
National Parks who had sighted a giraffe with a snare. 
Thanks to The Zambezi Helicopter Company we were 
able to quickly dart the animal from a helicopter and our 
ground team, accompanied by a team from the Victoria 
Falls Anti Poaching Unit and Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife 
Management Authority, drove to the giraffe to remove the 
snare and treat the wound. With all of this help we were able 

to complete this in a record time of 20 
minutes.

More good news on the war on 
elephant poachers, National Parks 
Investigations Unit arrested two 
poachers near Dete on the Hwange 
National Park border. They were in 
possession of three pieces of ivory, 
and some 2kg of cyanide. They 
admitted to poisoning of fi ve elephant, 
using cyanide injected into oranges, 
in the Forestry area and Kennedy 
area ( as reported by Bhejane Trust 
on 19th June).They were convicted in 
the Hwange Magistrates court today 
and will be sentenced on 11th but face 
a minimum of nine years jail each. 
The person who supplied the cyanide 
fl ed before he could be arrested, but I 
do not doubt he will be caught. Great 
work by Investigations.!

Gwayi-Shangani Dam

From an article in The Chronicle, the Zimbabwe government 
is to resume work on the Gwayi-Shangani Dam.  China 
Water and Electric Corporation has moved back on site and 
is already crushing stones for the concrete work.  
As a reminder, the dam is the fi rst phase of a pipeline from 
the Zambezi River to Bulawayo.  The dam will be a reservoir 
for the water and, according to the article will also be used 
for hydroelectric power.  
I found this old map (2009 vintage) from Newsday.  



Okavango fl ood update: July 2017

2017 is really one of the strangest fl oods in the Okavango 
in years. Quite simply it is because the current water 
has mostly been topped up as a result of last summer’s 
localized rainfall, rather arriving in its usual way – taking a 
few months to fl ow in from the Angolan Highlands!

The rains earlier this year were unbelievable and their 
impact on northern Botswana has meant this year’s dry 
season will not be anywhere as tough as last year’s and 
many pans will hold water. Rainfall readings across the 
different camps and areas of Ngamiland and the Chobe 
districts all recorded more than 800 mm. Some people 
reckon certain spots got in excess of 1500 mm but whether 
this was the case or not, there were some very reliable 
stations exceeding the 1000mm mark. This is really an 
incredible amount of rainfall for this semi desert area!
With rains now having largely stopped by early April, we were all somewhat excited to see the Okavango reaching higher 
water levels once again, after having been so dry and drought stricken during the preceding two years. We have also 
been waiting with much anticipation to see what the fl oods from Angola would bring and we knew if they were large, 
things could get very interesting in terms of fl ooding into camps and airstrips. But there has been almost no real water yet! 
It is a small fl ood from Angola this year. 

Elephants Without Borders 
 
Relief... third time’s a charm! DWNP requested us to assist 
removing a tight collar off a lioness (from another research 
project that is now over) We attempted a few times, but 
during the wet season, the grass was high so was too 
dangerous. On the second attempt, she appeared out of the 
bushes with 2 small cubs, so needed to wait for their safety. 
But over the weekend, we found her amongst a large pride 
in safe enough conditions to remove it. Thank you DWNP 
for permission and concern over the lioness’s welfare, and 
for the safari guides from andBeyond Travel for reporting 
her location to us, and of course, wildlife vet, Dr. Larry 
Patterson for his quick and effi cient response!

Travel Weekly

French river cruise company CroisiEurope has released photos and renderings of its forthcom-
ing African Dream, a vessel that will sail southern Africa’s 
Chobe and Zambezi rivers after it launches in December.
Additionally, the company announced that it has already 
planned a second Africa vessel for 2018.

The 16-passenger African Dream is being built at the 
Harare shipyard in Zimbabwe. Once completed, it will make 
the 621-mile journey to its homeport in Kasane, Botswana. 
The 131-foot long, 26-foot wide vessel will be divided into 
two units that will be transported on a trailer to their fi nal 
destination.

The African Dream will feature eight suites measuring 194 
square feet each, of which six will have French balconies. 
Two deluxe suites will have 38-square-foot walk-out balco-
nies. Public areas will include a panoramic restaurant, a lounge bar and rooftop terrace.

The vessel’s 9-day southern Africa cruise-tour will include a 4-day cruise-safari along the Chobe and Zambezi rivers, fol-
lowed by a 5-day stay at a lodge owned by CroisiEurope. A day at Victoria Falls will be included in the program.

BOTSWANA



Kwando Carnivore Project 

There has been much excitement around lions over the 
past few months. Every few years it seems that there are 
lions everywhere as the young adults disperse from prides. 
Hans Fwelimbi saw lion prints in the sand near an elephant 
carcass and put up some Panthera camera traps. We 
were all surprised to see quite a young male cub visiting 
the carcass on his own. Hans was concerned that the cub 
might be orphaned, but his condition is good so his mother 
and family are likely to be close by. Hans managed to get 
some excellent photos of this lion. We hope that our camera 
trapping efforts in the Mudumu Complexes will shed light on 
the latest pride structures.

UB Academics Endorse ‘Shoot-To-Kill’ Policy 
The Monitor

Two University of Botswana (UB) academics have argued that the controversial ‘shoot-to-kill’ policy is a legitimate 
conservation strategy.

In one of their journal articles, their commentary piece refl ects on the effi cacy of Botswana’s ‘shoot-to-kill’ policy, its 
effects on communities neighbouring parks, and on cross-border relations. “It asks whether this policy should be adopted 
by other Southern African states, particularly South Africa, to combat poaching,” they write in their commentary piece 
contributing to the debate on green militarisation.

The authors are Goemeone Mogomotsi, a legal offi cer in the Department of Legal Services at UB and Patricia Madigele, 
a research scholar specialising in Environmental Resources Economics at the Okavango Research Institute, UB, 
where she coordinates the sustainable tourism programme. Their journal article titled ‘Live by the gun, die by the gun’: 
Botswana’s ‘shoot-to-kill’ policy as an anti-poaching strategy’ was published in the South African Crime Quarterly last 
month.

“Rhino and elephant poaching affects various Southern African countries. Despite recent reductions in rhino poaching 
in Namibia and South Africa, it remains a concern. In response, the government of Botswana has implemented a 
controversial ‘shoot-to-kill’ policy, targeting poachers. We believe this has reduced poaching in Botswana, relative to 
most African countries. Private rhino conservators from neighbouring South Africa have relocated some of their rhinos to 
Botswana. This commentary piece discusses the militarisation of conservation as a viable conservation policy.”

The article argues that anti-poaching is comparable to the war on terror. It reviews Botswana’s ‘shoot-to-kill’ policy and its 
justifi cation in international law, specifi cally with regard to war and armed combat. ...

Seven rhinos poached in Etosha

Seven of the eight rhino carcasses found at the Etosha National Park this week show that the animals had been poached.
According to the environment ministry’s chief public relations offi cer, Romeo Muyunda, the eighth animal had died of 
natural causes.

In a statement yesterday, he said no arrests had been made, and reiterated the government’s offer of N$60 000 for 
anyone providing information which could lead to the apprehension of the suspects.

The eight rhino carcasses were discovered in the park between 23 and 25 June 2017. 
...  The discovery brings the total number of poached rhinos for this year to 16.

He said the ministry had also recorded 16 elephants poached this year, which had resulted in the ministry intensifying 
patrols in protected areas in collaboration with the police and army. ...

NAMIBIA



EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.10

P10.40

Nam$13.35

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

13°C (55)  28°C (82)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

A SMILE


