
Dear All

My header is from Luambe Camp gallery.  A story later ... 

LIVINGSTONE

New Vehicle for The Zambezi Security Association
In May the Zambezi River Securiy Association bought a new 
vehicle to be used in their area.  
Here is a bit of information about the Association:

The ZAMBEZI RIVER SECURITY ASSOCIATION (ZRSA) 
is a member initiative and it represents the Community that 
lives in the area loosely defi ned as the Simonga/Kazangula 
Area (The Area) in as far as security matters are concern. 
The area boundaries can be loosely defi ned as; 
•  Southern boundary. The Zambezi River. 
•  Eastern boundary. ZAWA GATE 1 and Toka Leya. 
•  Western boundary. Royal Chundu and the 
road leading south towards Royal Chundu situated near 
Katambora rapids. 
•  Northern boundary. The ZESCO export overhead 
power line that runs in a westerly direction between 10 – 12 
km north of the Nakatindi tar road. 

The central point is the SIMONGA POLICE POST (SPP) that is situated in Simonga Village and it is from here that 
the Police that supports the initiative works. The ZRSA provides limited rations, maintains the SPP building, provides 
stationary and mobility to members of the ZAMBIA POLICE SERVICE (ZPS) that is stationed at SPP. There is a total of 
10 offi cers that works on a rotational basis (14 days at a time) at the SPP with 5 offi cers on duty 24 hours per day. The 
fully functional Police Post is used to support the community through day to day Police services. 

Aim of the ZRSA as defi ned in our Constitution. To render a restricted monetary and asset support to the Zambia Police 
Service offi cers stationed at SPP and to play a part to ensure that the Simonga / Kazangula Area is a crime free area. 



ZAMBIA

ZRSA will work together in the fi ght against theft, violence, vandalism and poaching and to work closely with the ZPS and 
the local villages in the area, to make the area a safer place for all to live and conduct business in. 

in addition to that information, we have employed a retired police detective, Jimmy Kayabwe, as our security consultant, 
and he has brought the whole operation together, with supervision and ongoing training of security guards.   

With the help of Toyota Zambia, we have been able to purchase a patrol vehicle, which will be based at Simonga Police 
Post, but not actually driven by the police.  We have our own driver.   The vehicle is used for general patrol, to attend any 
incidents 24/7 and is also used for any community emergency, such as transporting a body to the mortuary.

Water

Much of the water used in Lusaka comes from the Kafue 
River.  In order to draw attention to the fact that water does 
not just come from the taps, it comes from our rivers, World 
Wildlife Fund Zambia organised a walk from the Kafue River 
to Lusaka.  Many celebrities joined the walk, which lasted 
for three days.  

Kangaluwi Mine in Lower Zambezi
Lusaka Times

The Zambia Institute of Environmental Management (ZIEM) says maintaining the Lower Zambezi National Park ...as a 
tourist attraction is more benefi cial than opening the proposed Kangaluwi Copper project.

ZANIS reports that ZIEM project offi cer Bright Munali has therefore urged government to preserve the Lower Zambezi 
National Park land for future benefi ts of the country and generations to come.

Mr Munali in an interview pointed out that the investment proposed by the copper mining company outweighs the social 
and economic benefi ts the country will derive from it once the mine is opened.

He appealed to government not to allow the mining fi rm to proceed with the proposed investment. ...

G:  I thought this project was long-gone, but obviously there are still hopes by the mining company that they can get 
approval for the project.   

The Bushcamp Company

Zungulila guests recently saw 2 separate aardvark on the 
same drive! One of the best sightings/photos we’ve ever 
seen of these elusive creatures!
photos by Bushcamp Company guest Lauren Dieringer



Cheetah seen in Lower Zambezi

Grant Cumings from Chiawa Camp, Lower Zambezi, sent a 
photograph of a cheetah seen in Lower Zambezi National 
Park.  This is excellent news as no cheetah have been seen 
there since 1994.  The cheetah is skittish and visitors to 
the park are asked to keep their distance until it becomes 
accustomed to the area.  It is hoped that more cheetah will 
follow.  

It is not known where the cheetah came from.  It might have 
been in inaccessible areas of the park all the time.  But much 
of Lower Zambezi is escarpment and cheetah like plains.  
It could, of course, have come from further afi eld.  Lower 
Zambezi is linked to South Luangwa by Game Management 
Areas.  The map is from Wildlife Producers Association and 
we can see the corridor of Game Management Areas between 
the two parks and between North Luangwa, Luambe and 
Lukusuzi.  This should tell us how important these corridors 
are for the health of our wildlife.  

Zambian Carnivore Programme

Wild dogs feed on a fresh puku ram kill in South Luangwa 
National Park. These dogs--fi rst identifi ed in Luambe 
National Park--showed up in Nsefu this week, in another 
example of the importance of the Luangwa’s protected area 
network of national parks and Game Management Areas. 
Photo by Ed Selfe

After getting treated for 
a lethal snare wound 
on her neck May 1, one 
of the females from 
the Manchesa pack is 
looking strong thanks 
to the collaborative de-
snaring work of CSL, 
DNPW and ZCP. Photo 
by Ed Selfe



Chiawa Camp and Old Mondoro Camp

Chiawa Camp’s brand new “Safari Suite” is open - an oasis 
of luxury and space has been 3 months in the making, 
where vision has become reality, thanks to the amazing 
efforts of everyone at Chiawa Camp. Perched high on a 
ridge, with magnifi cent views sweeping over the Zambezi 
and the escarpment, is this Zambia’s fi nest safari room yet?

Zambia Primate Project.

The GRI - Zambia Primate Project a few weeks back, tried 
to trap, with no success, a wild female baboon who was 
seen travelling with a troop in Kafue National Park with 
a rope trailing behind her. She had no doubt been kept 
illegally as a pet and escaped her captors at some point. As 
she grew the rope that had held her captive had tightened 
around her waist and was now so tight that it was digging 
into her fl esh and she was bleeding from the wound. She 
had a 3-week old baby on her back. A DNPW vet darted 
her, but tragically she died during the darting process 
leaving her tiny baby an orphan. ZPP immediately stepped 
in and took on the care of the baby who was in deep trauma 
and shock. Despite our very best efforts the baby died a 
couple of days later in Cosmas’s arms. The stress of losing 
her mother in such circumstances was simply too much to 
bear. We are all at ZPP really saddened by this case and it 
further reminds us afresh of how devastating the illegal pet 
trade in primates is.



Kasanka Trust

A big shout out goes out to Roto Tank Zambia who 
generously donated two 1000 litre tanks and one 2000 litre 
tank to Lavushi Manda National Park. We are thrilled with 
their kind donation which will defi nitely be put to good use! 
Thanks to this amazing company

Luambe National Park

A relatively new camp has been set up in Luambe National Park – Luambe Camp.  It is the only accommodation in the 
park.  Flatdogs in South Luangwa is offering a package of 
South Luangwa and Luambe.  From Ade Coley, Flatdogs:

Luambe is an independent camp in Luambe National Park 
...

We are ... running a package with them where people get 
to experience the dense, habituated game of the SLNP and 
then the wilderness of Luambe. Just had our fi rst package 
guests arrive back from there after 3 nights at Flatdogs, 4 at 
Luambe then one back here before they leave. They loved 
it!

Here are a couple of photos from the camp gallery.



2.000 Rooms Required

According to a report in the media, Walter Mzembi, Minister of Tourism, has stated that there is a big lack of beds in 
Victoria Falls.  A need for 2,000 rooms ...

Can this be true?

ZIMBABWE

BROKE ZIMPARKS AUCTIONS TOURIST ATTRACTION CENTRES 
Herald 

The Zimbabwe National Parks and Wildlife Authority is auctioning various tourist attraction centres as it does not have 
resources to develop them, The Herald has learnt. The sites are dotted around the country and are commonly referred to 
as photographic sites.

Zimparks acting spokesperson Mr Simukai Nyashasaid in an interview yesterday that the auction was set for Harare.
Desired Liaison Auctioneers was hired to conduct the auction.
“An auction will be conducted in Harare on 29 June 2017 and is open to the public,” he said. “This is meant to auction 
photographic sites that are available in the land managed by Zimparks. These photographic sites will enable private 
investors to develop tourism facilities.”

Mr Nyasha said the move was meant to develop the sites and counter competition from other players.
“The Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority manages land reserved under the Parks and Wildlife 
Management Act (Chapter 20:14),” he said.  “The land managed by Zimparks is a major tourism and recreation 
draw card, receiving both domestic, regional and international visitors.   “Visitors to areas managed by Zimparks are 
increasingly seeking a broader range of experiences supported by new services, facilities and infrastructure.” ...

The photographic sites are located in Hwange, Victoria Falls, Kariba, Kyle and Umzingwane. ...

Also on offer were self-catering lodges at Robins and Sinamatella camps in Hwange.  ... 

ROADBLOCKS SLASHED TO 40 COUNTRYWIDE
Newsday

Home Affairs minister Ignatius Chombo yesterday told Parliament that government had ordered police to reduce the 
number of roadblocks to 40 countrywide, which translates to four per province, following a public outcry from motorists 
and tourists, who described the numerous vehicle checkpoints as a great inconvenience. ...

Disneyland for Vic Falls
Newsweek

Zimbabwe just got one step closer to its dream of building a “Disneyland in Africa,” at the site of Victoria Falls, one of the 
world’s biggest waterfalls. Zimbabwe’s Tourism Minister Walter Mzembi tells Newsweek that the country has signed a 
“memorandum of understanding” with Chinese investors to carry out a feasibility study and draw up a masterplan for the 
project, fi rst proposed in 2013 as a $300 million-park with hotels, entertainment parks and restaurants. ...

Robin Pope Safaris

“When our guide Julias from Nsefu Camp started taking 
pictures we knew that this was a very special sighting.” Our 
guests Sandy and David witnessed the birth of two hyena 
cubs and are sharing their amazing pictures with us.



Painted Dog Conservation
 
Tracking and monitoring dogs this month has been fun, 
sometimes you feel it is a game of hide and seek as the 
dogs send you a wild goose chase. The beep never comes 
and the spoor never appears....,suddenly, it is faint but you 
can hear it, you stop the car, eliminating some interference 
to the telemetry but the ssshhhhh sound like some untuned 
radio station continues. You are convinced they are there 
but you are not too sure, then the big one hits your ear-
drums beeeeeep, fi nally you got the signal of Alpha female 
socks, heavily pregnant but still determined to hunt and feed 
her yearlings. They dart in and out of the bushes, sniffi ng 
around,big ears raised and casting their eyes in all direc-
tions. The hunt is on. Socks, Browny and Ring the adult 
dogs take the lead, their survival is based on the decisions 
they make from here on, where to get food and where Alpha 
female Socks will den.

G:  This is the time of year when wild dogs often den.  The alpha female is the only dog in the pack to produce pups with 
the rest of the family helping to take care of them.  The litter is usually around 8, but can be much larger.  

Bhejane Trust 

An update on the latest poisoning of elephant in Hwange. 
The total still stands at 10, with 4 poisoned outside the Park 
near Main Camp, though only one pair of tusks taken ( the 
rest recovered by Parks), while 6 were poisoned at Makona 
gate ( on the Tsholotsho Communal Area boundary) where 
two pairs of tusks were taken and the rest recovered by 
Parks. Parks have reacted immediately to these incidents, 
and have arrested three suspects and recovered some cy-
anide and ivory relating to the Makona poisonings. Follow 
ups continuing on the other incident near Main Camp and 
more arrests expected soon. Full credit to Parks for their 
handling here, with reaction teams deployed immediately 
and who are still checking for any more possible incidents, 
and for successful follow up investigations!

Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust

We have been tracking this snared buffalo since Febru-
ary. She is part of a large herd who live on the outskirts 
of Vic Falls and is identifi able by the long drag marks (of 
the wire snare around her neck) over the tracks of the 
other buffalo. Thanks to Zambezi Horse Trails who lo-
cated the buffalo and assisted with the darting operation.
Roger had to use a horse to go into the thick bush and 
dart her while the back up team stayed further back with 
a Zambezi and Victoria Falls National Parks ranger to 
protect us from the rest of the herd. The herd crept closer 
and closer to us while we worked on her to remove the 
snare and treat her. It was probably the longest wire 
snare we have come across!! We all had our adrenaline 
pumping after we managed to get back to the cars safely 
after a successful rescue mission.



More than 7 500 animals ready for African Animal Ark operation
News 24

Trailed by great clouds of dust, a massive convoy of noisy 
diesel trucks rumbles out of Zimbabwe this week starting 
on Monday to begin one of Africa’s largest-ever wildlife 
relocation projects.

The aim is to shift more than 6 000 wild animals from 
Zimbabwe to neighbouring Mozambique to replenish a 
national park that was all but emptied of wildlife in the 
aftermath of civil war. Another
 1,500 animals will be sourced from Mozambique.

Over the next eight to ten weeks alone, the “rewilding 
caravan” will transport close to 2,000 animals from the Savé 
Valley Conservancy in southern Zimbabwe to the Zinave 
National Park in Mozambique’s Inhambane province.

Nearly 50 elephants will be among the fi rst passengers on this 600km road journey, along with 200 zebra, 100 giraffe, 900 
impala, 200 buffalo, 200 eland antelope, 300 wildebeest and 50 kudus.

More than 50 elephants from the Sango Savé Valley Conservancy will also be moved from Zimbabwe to Mozambique. 
(Sango Savé Valley Conservancy). ...

URGENTLY NEEDED: DUNCAN APPLICATORS
Aware Trust Zimbabwe

Due to the heavy rainy season in Zimbabwe last year, National Parks are experiencing 
higher than normal tick loads.

We are urgently seeking Duncan applicators for tick control in game animals in several 
of these parks. We suspect there must be many second hand ones abandoned in the 
country. If you know anyone who may have one they are no longer using, please pass it 
on to us - please contact enquiries@awaretrust.org. 

G: If you are like me and don’t know about Duncan Applicators, I copied this from the web:
The device is activated by opening a Flow Control Valve at the base of the Supply 
Container releasing the tickicide down the specially threaded Dispensing Column. Animals 
are treated when they feed from the Feed Bin and their heads, ears, necks and shoulders 
come in contact with the Dispensing Column.



BOTSWANA
New Bridge

Mohembo Village is the border town next to Namibia.  At 
the moment people rely on a pontoon to take them across 
the Okavango River.  The Botswana government has just 
started a bridge project to connect both sides of the river.  
The bridge is expected to take about 3 years to complete. 

Photo from Tracks4Africa

Elephants Without Borders

An unusual “rescue” this weekend... an unfortunate young bull stepped into a tire and couldn’t get it off! until the EWB “pit 
crew” helped out.



Kwando Carnivore Project

Field work in the Zambezi Region has started in earnest. 
We kicked off on Wednesday by deploying 80 camera 
traps in Mudumu National Park. Ministry of Environment 
and Tourism Ranger, Matambo Singwangwa is an old 
hand at camera trapping as we have known each other 
and worked together for many years and he took part in 
the 2014 Mudumu North Complex leopard survey. We 
cleared grass using pangas and slashers and set up two 
Panthera V1 cameras at each station. We aim to compare 
results on leopard and spotted hyaena numbers with 
results from 2014. Our project partners from the Panthera 
Leopard programme are guiding us through the process 
and assisting us with data analysis and other technical 
challenges.

Occasionally a spectacular moment is captured on camera trap. The female leopard in Mahango Core Area walked past a 
camera with her very fresh kill.

NAMIBIA
The shameless plunder of rosewood in Caprivi by politically-connected Chinese.
John Grobler 

Under the guise of clearing land for a “green scheme” in Katima Farm area - the piece of land between Katima Mulilo 
and the Wenela border post - the Minister of Land Reform Uutoni Nujoma has been pushing a de-bushing scheme to cut 
down the state forest in this area.

It is clearly just political a fi g-leaf to allow Hou Xuecheng to 
strip the entire area of all mukula or bloodwood, also known 
as African rosewood, in the name of “progress”.

This was in opposition from the local traditional leaders, 
who consider this piece of forest as sacred: it has a large 
number of wildlife that has so far survived the onslaught 
of the greedy Chinese and their even more greedy local 
partners. No EIA has been done - which raises the question 
of why this is being done.

As anyone in the area could tell you, the soil here is just 
sand: nothing but those trees can grow in it, and plans 
to turn this into a tobacco plantation just an elaborate of 
utterly fl imsy excuse to justify the illegal logging that is going on here.

I invite Uutoni Nujoma to clarify his relationship with Armas and Hou here - because if they do not, I will so in due course.



Rangewide Conservation Program for Cheetah and Wild 
Dog
 
The RWCP is pleased to be supporting the Institute 
of Biodiversity and Conservation Areas in Angola with 
some mammal surveys of their Protected Area network. 
Having done a survey in Bicuar National Park last year (in 
partnership with Panthera), the RWCP (ZSL) team is now 
active in Quicama National Park. This 10,000km2 National 
Park is currently listed as ‘possible resident’ range for both 
wild dogs and cheetah and so we’re super excited to see if 
we can confi rm their presence in the Park.

Map from Mappery.com

Quicama

Bicur

ANGOLA



EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.25

P10.22

Nam$12.90

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

9°C (48)  28°C (82)

It is sooo ... cold ...

Have a good two weeks 

Gill


