
Dear All

My header is from Hwange National Park.  I took some visitors for a quick safari. Story later ... 

Investors under investigation
Zambia Weekly

Southern Province Minister Edify Hamukale has told the media that his offi ce is investigating reports of some investors in 
Livingstone paying workers below the minimum wage, some as little as K400 per month. ...

LIVINGSTONE
Victoria Falls Bridge

Daily Mail

The Livingstone Tourism Association (LTA) has asked Government to consider closing the Victoria Falls bridge 
to heavy trucks following heavy fl ow of traffi c that has potential to reduce the lifespan of the facility.
And LTA chairman Alexander Munthali expressed concern at the continued congestion caused by heavy trucks 
at the Victoria Falls border post in Livingstone. ...
G: note the video in the email with Claire Powell and her children counting the trucks ... it really is an eyesore 

to tourists and ... what is causing the hold-up???

ZNBC
ZESCO Limited has encouraged lodge and hotel owners in Livingstone to invest in mechanisms such as sensors that will 
control the usage of electricity.

ZESCO spokesperson Henry Kapata says with the increased tariffs, it is important for the hotel industry to put in place 
strict measures that will help cushion electricity usage especially switching off appliances and bulbs when not in use.
He says the power utility company will continue engaging the tourism industry because it is fully aware that the hotel 
industry is an important business in tourism. ...

G: I would really like to see ZESCO being more pro-active.  We know that we do not want to go through those months 
of power shedding again.  If ZESCO would assist consumers in fi tting solar heaters onto houses, it would reduce our 
demand on the national grid.  



ZAMBIA

Blank cheque signed for Tourism Development
Department of National Parks & Wildlife

Tourism and Arts Minister Hon. Charles Banda has said government recognizes all the sentiments that are coming from 
the private sector on the implementation of the recently introduced Tourism Levy.
In line with this, the Minister has urged private sector players to be prepared and attend the Tourism Indaba slated for 
June 15 to 16 in Livingstone.
Speaking during a Tourism Council of Zambia (TCZ) organized breakfast meeting this morning, Hon. Banda said the 
Indaba would help all parties agree on one thing that will be factored in 2018 budget process. ...

G: Zambians are trying to become involved in the tourism industry but many are failing.  They are failing because 
government sees tourism as a purely ‘foreigner’ industry so has  ladled on the taxes and levies. Were these same taxes 
and levies ladled on the farming industry ....  can you imagine.    

Livingstone Twinned with Cairns
Daily Mail

The Livingstone Tourism Association (LTA) says the twinning of Livingstone with Cairns city of Australia will help develop 
the tourism sector, which will in turn spur the country’s economic growth.

LTA chairman Alexander Mutali said the twinning of the two tourism cities is timely because Livingstone will learn from 
Cairns city, which has been attracting a lot of tourists and generating revenue for the sector.
“Cairns city is a renowned world-class tourist destination which, in the 2015/16 season, attracted over 4.9 million, and 
generated about 8.3 billion Australian dollars whilst Zambia’s 2017 target of tourist arrivals is only 1.3million,” he said ...

Solar for Sioma
Lusaka times

Sigora International, a U.S. based technology development company,is set to electrify about 215 rural households in 
Kaanja area of Sioma district in Western Province using solar energy. This was revealed in an interview with Sioma 
district commissioner Morris Litula

Sigora Zambia will manage the pilot project which will be deployed in Sioma district. It will power 200 homes (electrifying 
a total of 1,200 people) and 15 businesses with 24/7 refrigeration and water pumping capable electricity. The project will 
include the electrifi cation of the Kaanja Health Clinic, Veterinary Offi ces, and the Kaanja Primary School. ...

Conservation Lower Zambezi

The Lower Zambezi canine unit is made up of four handlers 
and two dogs, and has been in training since May 2016. 
The unit will be moving between traffi cking ‘hotspots’ in 
the area surrounding the park to strangle channels of 
movement of illegal wildlife products, as well as acting as 
a deterrent. The highly trained dogs are imprinted with the 
scent of ivory, pangolin scales, bush meat, fi rearms and 
ammunition, and along with their specially trained handlers, 
will be deployed to detect these products when vehicles, 
border posts, people and villages are searched.

Conservation Lower Zambezi - CLZ is a partner of Tusk. 
Conservation Lower Zambezi (CLZ) is a non-governmental 
organisation committed to the conservation and sustainable 
use of the local wildlife and natural resources of the Lower 
Zambezi through environmental protection, education and 
supporting local community development.
Inauguration of boreholes in Chiawa GMA

In 2016, CLZ secured funding from the German Embassy 
in Lusaka through the Microfi nance Grant to install two 
boreholes in the Chiawa GMA - one at the new maternity 
ward in Mugurameno and the other in Chapanga village 
whose borehole has been broken for over 10 years. In May 
this year, the German Ambassador to Zambia visited CLZ 
and, together with the Chieftainess Chiyaba, the district 
commissioner, area councillors and other community elders 
offi cially inaugurated the boreholes.



Conservation South Luangwa

Old hands and new hands working at 
detection.
Rudi and Currant are both doing 
great. Rudi is almost ready for full 
deployment, Currant is still in training 
(she got slightly distracted by all 
the baboons here) but making good 
progress. Thanks to Bobby-Jo Clow 
for the amazing photos and Benjamin 
Van Zyl for all his training efforts.

Game Rangers International

This is how rations are delivered to the Anti-poaching units 
supported by GRI - Game Rangers International. During the 
rainy season it’s extremely diffi cult to travel by vehicle to 
the more remote locations. That doesn’t stop the GRI staff 
though, getting stuck is going to happen so may as well get 
as far as possible



Bushcamp Company, Mfuwe Lodge, Luangwa

Just loved the pic by Don Greenwhile

Flatdogs Camp, Luangwa

We often concentrate on the big things on safari. But this 
little guy was happily wandering through our reception 
this morning. He/she is a serrated hinged terrapin. Their 
defense mechanism is to excrete a foul smelling liquid 
when challenged. Luckily he didn’t see me as too much of a 
threat!!!





Another Hwange Trip

With visitors from all over the place for my son’s wedding there were quite a few who wanted to have a bit of a holiday.  
So it was that I was asked to take a couple of people away for a few days to see wildlife.  ...  Although I would have loved 
to promote Zambia it was not possible.  Steve and Cindy at Nanzhila had just opened their camp and I knew the grass 
was high and the fl oodplain still full of water ... It was the long way round to camp which would probably take me at least 8 
hours ...  
So, it was a choice of Botswana or Zimbabwe because of time pressure.  Botswana was fully booked so we took opted for 
Hwange ... again ...  
We left around lunchtime and were in Hwange Safari Lodge by 5 – just in time for sundowners.  The pan was surrounded 
by buffalo to greet us.  

The following day we were up and away by 6.30 for a whole day in the park.  Arriving at the park entrance we paid US$55 
for the four of us (compare this with a visit to the Mosi-oa-Tunya Game Park which would have cost US$75 for a couple of 
hours).  

The route was down to Ngweshla which is usually the best for wildlife sightings.  The grass was long-ish and the trees 
were still in full leaf, so it was defi nitely not the best time to go to ‘tick them off’.  But it was surprising the amount of 
wildlife we did see.  And there was the added spectacle that the herds had youngsters and these were fun to watch.

ZIMBABWE



All the pans were full after our good rains and the wildlife were fat.  Of course, everyone wants to see the predators and 
we were lucky enough to be pointed in the direction of two lions near Ngweshla Picnic Site.  Both The Hide and Somalisa 
guides helped us.   Thank you.

We took an alternative route back to Main Camp via Jambili.  I had not done this route before and was pleasantly 
surprised at the views of rolling hills although the wildlife was not great.  We popped into Jambili Picnic Site and found no-
one and ... more to the point ... no water.  Obviously there is a problem ....

Arriving at Caterpillar Pan we were held up for about 20 
minutes by a large herd of elephant that seemed intent 
on hogging the road.  Eventually we took the plunge and 
decided to give it a whirl through the herd which had 
moved off some metres from the road.  They were fi ne, 
of course.  Hwange elephants are so used to vehicles 
that they rarely get fazed by a 4x4 passing.  It was just 
us in the car who felt a bit uneasy!  

For a fi nal fl urry of excitement we reached the main 
road and went to Nyamandhlovu Pan ... just to see ...  
There wasn’t much there but at least we could say we 
had been to have a look  ...

A long day and early to bed.  Home the next day.  

Just a comment about the police.  They were fi ne.  I have to 
say that it was either me or my daughter driving ... we kept 
the Aussies in the back seat ...  A big smile and a how are 
you works wonders ...  

Some observations and thoughts:

Hwange Safari Lodge was taken over by Legacy Hotels, South Africa a year or so ago.  Not a lot has changed on the 
surface.  But the food is vastly improved.  The lawns too are less cluttered with many of those un-sat-upon metal chairs 
removed  ... the remaining ones have new canvas.  I am told that things are looking up with the lodge and that next year 
they are to gut some of the rooms and give them a proper facelift.  I also asked about the elephant which still come onto 
the grounds.  I was told that the fence will be fi xed to stop this.  Don’t get me wrong, I love elephant but the damage they 
can do to an environment is too much.  Hwange Safari Lodge has sweeping lawns from the rooms down to a low fence 



and trench.  This area is home to guests, some of whom are not 
wildlife savvy.  It is best to keep the elephants out.  

While we were there a big group of 32 tourists on a coach trip was 
staying.  They were mostly Germans who were visiting and had 
come via Windhoek.  Their route was Windhoek, Etosha, Chobe, 
Vic Falls, Hwange, Matopos, Masvingo, Kruger.  I asked the driver 
why he didn’t come into Zambia.  He told me he knew nothing of 
Zambia – Does Zambia have any parks, he asked me????

This made me think.  For us in Livingstone we use Zimbabwe and 
Botswana for many of our safari experiences.  Although, to me and 
many others, Kafue is a wonderful park, it is a long way there and 
still the wildlife needs to recover after the poaching days of the 
1980s.  Also, it is only open in the interior for 6 months of the year.  

What else?

Well, Sioma Ngwezi should be a 3-hour drive from Livingstone.  It 
is not because the road is a disgrace.  Livingstone-Sesheke takes 
4 hours of a jolting nightmare ...

I know that Peace Parks is involved in trying to stop poaching in 
the area.  They have also built new Park facilities for the scouts.   
African Parks were involved in the park many years ago and were 
doing magnifi cent job but it all ended with some disagreement with 
... I don’t know who, what or why ... but it ended ...

Sioma Ngwezi National Park was a no-go area during the Angolan 
Civil War which ended 2002.   Surely, by now, the Zambian 
government could have reclaimed the area as part of our natural 
heritage to promote employment and the economy ...

I can’t say that the park has nothing.  It does, but the little wildlife 
remaining is so fearful that they dive for cover every time they hear 
a vehicle.  With re-introduction of wildlife and patience, Sioma 
Ngwezi could be the park for the future of Zambia.  

But, probably I just dream.  So little attention is given to our natural 
resources in Zambia that I get depressed.  So many jobs could be 
created if only we accepted that preservation of our natuarl heritage 
cannot  be done in a 5-year term of offi ce.  It has to be a 20-year 
project with the foresight that our children can have a future.  



A few more pics of Hwange National Park ...

These vultures were not on a carcass.  I was confused, so I emailed Darryl Tirran, Zimbabwe’s bird expert, and he told 
me that it is common for vultures to congregate at a waterhole to drink after they have been feeding.  



Mana Pools
Grading and trimming of encroaching bushes of the MPNP 
access road from the A1 to Mana Offi ce in progress, thanks 
where due to all who have a hand on the programme. To 
all motorist please drive with extra care as there are loose 
stones and soft soil on the newly graded parts of the road. 
To all those wishing to donate to the programme, you 
are most welcome. Donation may be in fuel(diesel), 
tools(machetes, axes and sharpening fi les), grader blades 
and payment of contract workers. Donations may be direct 
to Mana Pools Nation Park and please we do not accept 
cash. You may donate through some Tour operators/
Stakeholders, such as AWF, ABC,Robin Pope Safaris or 
Kavinga Safaris. Your contribution/donation will be much 
appreciated and will make a great difference towards a 
better MPNP.

Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust
Yesterday we got a call from Environment Africa notifying us 
of an injured warthog.
We are lucky to have Roger Parry and his dangerous drugs 
license as part of the team. We darted the warthog whose 
hoof had the lid of a deodorant can caught around it and 
were able to remove the plastic and treat the wound before 
releasing the warthog.

Painted Dog Foundation
Lemonie a Painted Dog yearling broke its foreleg we 
believe during a hunt. Her uncle Don and 2 others had 
been gone for two months now, they left the pack, a natural 
move in Painted dog life, to form new packs, avoiding 
inbreeding and occupying new spaces. The downside to 
these dispersals is that for yearlings like Lemonie, they 
have to step up. She had to join pregnant mom Socks eight 
of her siblings, one uncle and Alpha male Browny on daily 
demanding hunts. The three adults now had to take care 
of the 9 yearlings, regurgitation alone would not keep them 
full, they had to join the hunt. Lemonie, took to hunting like 
fi sh to water, on the numerous observations made by the 
research team ,they could see a gregarious dog, eager to 
go and almost nagging mom Socks to get on with a hunt. 
She knew Alpha female Socks called the shots, if she 
does not move no one moves. One fateful day, we believe, 
Lemonie exerted herself beyond her capabilities, her 
foreleg snapped on one of these hunts. The pack protected 
her, knowing she was vulnerable from other predators on three legs and the pain would have been excruciating at this 
moment. Once the pack was sighted, efforts were directed at darting and bringing Lemonie into the rehabilitation centre. 
She was taken care of for 8 weeks and Lemonie was released back to to her pack and became a useful member of the 
pack again. Thanks to the rehabilitation facility, we are able to intervene, ameliorate pain where it exists, keep packs intact 
and give Painted dogs a better chance to survive.



Bhejane Trust

There have been three reported cases of cyanide poisoning of elephant on the periphery of Hwange National Park in the 
last few days. The method now appears to be a bucket with salt and cyanide mixed, left or semi-buried on an elephant 
path. To date ten elephants recorded as killed and an unknown number of vultures. Parks have reacted quickly to all 
incidents, recovering some cyanide buckets and ivory in two cases. They are also following up on some suspects. With 
the current economic situation in Zimbabwe we can expect a big increase in poaching this year.

BOTSWANA
BOTSWANA TOURISM DEVELOPMENT LEVY NOTICE!
The Ministry of Environment Natural Resources’ Conservation and Tourism through the Botswana Tourism Organisation 
wishes to announce the postponement of an obligatory Tourism Development Levy (TDL).
We would like to inform our tourism stakeholders and the public at large that the implementation of the Tourism 
Development Levy, which was scheduled for the 1st June 2017 as previously indicated, has been postponed.
We will share an update on the new date in two (2) weeks.
The Botswana Government remains committed to growing the contribution of tourism to the national economy as well as 
economic diversifi cation and employment creation and therefore, the Tourism Development Levy would help in growing 
the country’s economy.

TourismLevy - The Levy Background
The Ministry of Environment Natural Resources’ Conservation and Tourism through the Botswana Tourism Organisation 
wishes to announce the introduction of an obligatory Tourism Development Levy (TDL)
Purpose of the Levy
The objective of the Levy is to raise funds for conservation and national tourism development in order to support the 
growth of the industry and broaden the tourism base, resultantly improving the lives of the people of Botswana. 
Who is eligible to pay?
All visitors to Botswana in exception of residents and citizens of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) 
member states
Where is the levy collected?
The Levy is payable at all ports of entry including airports and border posts, starting 1st June 2017
How is the payment done?
Payments are done at the ports of entry through electronic payment machines through cash, debit and credit card. After 
the payment, a unique receipt corresponding to the passport will be automatically generated. The receipt should then be 
presented to Immigration Offi cials. The passport and the receipt will be stamped and handed back to the traveller. The 
receipt will be valid for a 30 day period and can be used for multiple entry.
How much is the levy
Travellers to Botswana will pay USD30.00.

Elephant Sands

New addition to the Elephant Sands family
6 Baby Barn owls where found.  They are doing well and 
will be released back into the wild.



Kasane: Ticking environmental bomb
Daily News

Kasane township is a ticking environmental bomb. Based on recent fi ndings from several researches carried out by one 
non-governmental organisation and corresponding views held by the Chobe District leadership, it would seem the future 
of the tourist town is in jeopardy.  
Fly causing pit latrines are situated right across pristine tourist attractions producing many fl ies per day, poor water quality 
and water shortages, lack of public toilets, littering along the riverfront and poor sanitation are just a tip of the iceberg of 
mounting environmental challenges that have come to characterise the district. These are a sharp contrast to the picture 
of an unparalleled tourist attraction that Chobe has come be known for.

The researches were carried out by the Centre for Conservation of African Resources: Animals, Communities and Land 
use (CARACAL) over the past couple of years. While the fi ndings of the researches confi rmed laymen observations, they 
also highlighted the gravity of the environmental concerns, some of which have already been raised in various platforms 
at district level.
Professor Kathleen Alexander of Virginia Tech University (USA), who is also CARACAL founder, shared their fi ndings with 
the district leadership and other stakeholders this week highlighting environmental and public health concerns.
In one of the researches titled “Overcoming barriers in evaluating outbreaks of diarrheal disease in resource poor 
settings: assessment of recurrent outbreaks in Chobe District, Botswana” published in 2013, Dr Alexander noted that 
water shortages and water quality defi ciencies were identifi ed as factors in frequent diarrheal outbreaks in Chobe District. 
Tap water in Chobe is often characterised by brownish colour. Flower Town ward in Kazungula has also struggled with 
acute water shortages. ...

For a town which plays host to thousands of tourists every year, there are no public toilets and the few that are there 
are pay toilets. While this is a widespread practice across the country, pay toilets have been criticised by some for 
discriminating against those whose socio-economic status is low and cannot afford to pay for their use. Zoning into Chobe 
where most of the working class are low-income earners employed by the tourism industry, a pay toilet becomes a luxury.
Even worse is the lack of access to lavatories for security offi cers who work night shifts when offi ces with bathrooms 
are closed. It turns out that some government offi ces and even some tourist establishments in Chobe do not have 
guardrooms for provision of bathrooms, and leave their security offi cers to fend for themselves to answer the calls of 
nature. This further worsens the district’s environmental challenges and strips the offi cers of dignity.

There is also the question of where houseboats dispose of their waste. While not licensed to operate in Botswana, 
houseboats licensed to operate on the Namibian side use the shared Chobe River which acts as the border separating 
the two nations. Participants at the seminar also raised concerns about lodges found along the river bank who are 
suspected of dumping their waste into the river.
Boats have also been identifi ed as a pollutant to the environment, spilling oil and emitting harmful gases into the 
environment during boat cruises. Littering along the river bank has also been a challenge with residents complaining that 
there are no waste bins along the river bank for people to throw litter in.  

NAMIBIA
Khorixas in lockdown after police and poachers skirmish
Informanté
 
A fi re fi ght between members of the Namibian Police and a gang of alleged rhino poachers in the early hours of Saturday 
morning lead to the immediate arrest of one of the suspects.
According to Deputy Commissioner Edwin Kanguatjivi of the police public relations department, members of the police 
and anti-poaching unit of the Ministry of Environment and Tourism acted on a tip-off from the public that a gang of poacher 
was in the area of Khorixas and that they intend to shoot a rhino.
“We received the call at about 04:00 on Saturday morning and about a half an hour later our members along with the APU 
were on the scene. They started tracking the gang of three men and not long after that ran into them in the bushes.”
Kangutjivi said the law enforcement unit fi red a warning shot in the air after ordering the men to stop fl eeing. The fl eeing 
gang started shooting at their pursuers and a fi re fi ght ensued.
“For some or other reason the men started fi ring at the police and APU members after the warning shot. The groups 
started fi ring to and fro. After several shots were exchanged one of the gang members was overpowered. He surrendered 
to police and was arrested.”
After that the police and APU tracked the remaining two members of the gang. At the same time Police in Khorixas put 
the town in lockdown by means of roadblocks and other measures. During this operation at least one other person was 
arrested after it was found that he had the carcass of one poached oryx in his car. ...



Shire-Zambezi Waterway
Club Mozambique

The Mozambican government has once again fi rmly rejected the demands from Malawi that the Zambezi and Shire rivers 
be used for commercial shipping.

Malawian offi cials have once again raised the question of using the Shire-Zambezi waterway for Malawian trade, 
protesting that the Mozambican authorities are “creating diffi culties”.

At a Maputo press conference on Thursday, senior Transport Ministry offi cial Jafar Ruby retorted that the diffi culties are 
not of Mozambique’s making, but are inherent to the Malawian project which was “neither viable nor sustainable in the 
short, medium and long term”.

Mozambique had believed that the matter was defi nitively settled when a study carried out by an international consultancy 
company, Hydroplan, selected by the three countries potentially involved in the Shire-Zambezi project, Malawi, Zambia 
and Mozambique, found it was not viable. The three countries had signed a memorandum of understanding in April 2007, 
but after the Hydroplan study Mozambique notifi ed the Malawian and Zambian governments that it was withdrawing from 
the Memorandum with effects as from June 2016.

The study had shown that the Shire-Zambezi waterway “is not commercially navigable in its natural state, and under 
these conditions, the general objective of the proposed project – the reduction of transport costs in terms of time and 
money – cannot be achieved”.

Using the river for Malawi’s trade would imply regular dredging and removal of plants, which would be extremely 
expensive. The maximum amount of goods that could be moved along the two rivers would be 273,200 tonnes per year. 
Dredging would cost 30 million US dollars a year, and the removal of aquatic plants 50 million dollars a year. These 
fi gures, Raby said, show that “the project is not viable”.

Malawi had other, far cheaper and less time-consuming options – namely to use the Mozambican ports of Beira and 
Nacala, moving goods to and from the ports by rail or road. “Transport by river would take between 10 and 12 days, 
compared with a day and a half from Lilongwe to Beira, and three and a half days from Blantyre to Nacala”, said Raby.

Mozambique has suggested other alternatives to Malawi. Malawi is not currently using the Sena railway line to Beira – but 
it could do. Relinking the Malawian rail system to the Sena line would involve rehabilitating 193 kilometres of track. The 
river port of Nsanje, which Malawi built on the Shire, could be linked to the planned Mozambican port of Macuse, on the 
coast of Zambezia province (a distance of 476 kilometres), and existing roads could link Blantyre to the port of Quelimane 
(425 kilometres).

The Shire-Zambezi waterway project was conceived by the late Malawian President Bingu wa Mutharika. Although it had 
not secured Mozambican approval, Mutharika’s government even went as far as building the port at Nsanje at a cost of 
twenty million US dollars. ...

New by-law to encourage supermarkets to charge for 
plastic bags
Namib Times

Swakopmund is once again at the forefront of 
environmental conservation: The local authority wants 
to introduce a unique by-law obliging supermarkets and 
businesses to charge customers a fee for plastic bags in 
the hope of eliminating the illiterate use of plastic bags and 
to curb pollution.
If all goes to plan the unique by-law can already be in 
place by as early as August this year – this is the timeline 
the municipality is aiming for. Swakopmund will thereafter 
be the fi rst local authority in Namibia to promote the 
responsible use of plastic bags and regulate the usage of 
such.

MALAWI



African Parks
It is with heavy hearts that we share the below very tragic news from our CEO – a huge loss for all who knew Kris and 
for rhino conservation across the continent. On behalf of everyone at African Parks, our sympathies and condolences are 
with his family.

“It is with utmost regret that I inform you that Krisztián Gyöngyi was killed this morning by a rhinoceros in Akagera 
National Park in Rwanda while out tracking animals in the park. Kris was instrumental in supporting the reintroduction 
efforts of the black rhino into Friends of Akagera National Park, and was on the ground training rangers how to track and 
protect them.

While his family has been informed, details of the incident are still being gathered. Krisztián was a rhino specialist with 
more than fi ve years of experience monitoring and conserving rhinos in both Majete Wildlife Reserve and Liwonde 
National Park in Malawi. His Master’s degree was on habitat capacity on the black rhinoceros in Majete, and he had 
been carrying out his PhD research on the conservation ecology of the black rhinoceros in Liwonde National Park since 
2012. He leaves behind his wife Orsi and his young daughter. This is a tremendous loss for all of us, especially for rhino 
conservation efforts in Africa.

Our deepest condolences are with his family.

Sincerely,
Peter Fearnhead 
CEO African Parks”

OTHER STUFF



THE SMILE

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.25

P10.17

Nam$12.85

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

11°C (52)  28°C (82)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill


