
Dear All

My header is a personal one.  My son, Muftau, and his long-tme partner, Lois, decided that it was time to get married.  
Friends and family arrived from all over the place and we all enjoyed an afternoon at the Elephant Cafe along the 
Zambezi River.  

Promoting Investment
Daily Mail

Southern Province Minister Edify Hamukale says the provincial administration has developed a video documentary to 
showcase the investment potential of the region. ...

The minister said the elaborate video documentary will be circulated to all Zambian missions abroad to help market 
investment opportunities in the province to foreign investors.
Dr Hamukale said President Lungu should be commended for approving the budget to undertake a comprehensive tour of 
the province to document the video which was done at a huge cost. ...

ZAMBIA

Choma Polocrosse - 8 & 9 July

There will be a new fl oating trophy - William Counsell 
Memorial Trophy - for the most promising under-16 rider.

For visitors there is a campsite, full bar and catering running 
throughout the tournament.  



From the Zambia Weekly:

More diffi cult to do business in Zambia

Zambia is ranked 98th out of 190 countries on the World Bank’s 2017 Ease of Doing Business Index with a score of 
60.54%, down from 94th in 2016 with a score of 60.77%.
This year’s index is the 14th measuring regulations that enhance or constrain business activity. It includes 10 indicators, 
including getting credit (Zambia ranked 20th), paying taxes (58th), dealing with construction permits (78th), resolving 
insolvency (83rd), protecting minority investors (87th), starting a business (105th), enforcing contracts (135th), registering 
property (145th), getting electricity (153rd) and trading across borders (161st).
Zambia has made dealing with construction permits more costly by raising the costs for submitting a brief to the Zambia 
Environmental Management Agency, but made it more affordable to transfer property by decreasing the transfer tax 
to 5%. Labour market regulations were tightened by eliminating fi xed-term contracts for permanent tasks. In addition, 
Zambia is among the 10 countries in the world with the highest severance pay when ending employment (86.7 weeks of 
salary for a worker with 10 years of tenure). ...

G: Surely instead of spending money on a video it would be wiser for government to have a look at why Zambia is 
becoming more expensive to run a business.  



Road repairs
Lusaka times

A Chinese contractor has fi nally moved on site to start constructing the US$18.78 Million Kalomo-Dundumwezi-Itezhi 
Tezhi –Namwala roads.
This follows the award of the fi ve-year contract to China State Construction Engineering Corporation by the Road 
Development Agency (RDA) to construct 237 kilometres of the roads in Kafue River Basin. ...

The road infrastructure in the Kalomo-Dundumwezi –Itezhi Tezhi Roads are dilapidated and completely worn out, never 
having been repaired for years. ...

G:  I assume that these are two roads, both of which are gravel.  

The Kalomo-Dundumwezi Road is a bit bumpy because the road is used by trucks collecting farm produce as well as 
being the southern entrance to Kafue National Park.  
Last year when I travelled along this road there were two signs showing that routine maintenance was being done.  I 
really wish that RDA would put dates on their signboards so that we know when the contracts began.  Money has been 
spent on this road ... and not as the report stated that they have not been repaired for years ...

The Namwala-Itezi-Tezhi  Road which I travelled in 2015 was fi ne from the Kafue River into Itezhi-Tezhi.  It is not a well-
used road.  The bad section was between Namwala and the Kafue River which is over a fl oodplain.  It certainly will be 
good for local trade to have a better road.  And what about a bridge over the river???



Southern Kafue
http://southernkafueisalive.com/

“The contrast between my fi rst visit to Nanzhila back in 2009 and now is stark. The sedentary species, such as impala, 
reedbuck, oribi, waterbuck, kudu and warthog, have easily doubled in number and their “fl ight distances” have been more 
than halved. 
As a result of the boom in prey numbers, predator sightings, once rare, are on a continual increase. All this is a far cry 
from the poached-out, left-for-dead period before the opening of the camp 10 years ago.”

G:  I hope to get to Nanzhila soon.  Steve and Cindy have opened the camp after the rains.  It is still very wet and the 
fl oodplain route is impassable, so it is the long-way-round, via the Cordon Road.  Although wildlife sightings will not be 
great because of the long grass and leafy trees, Southern Kafue is one of the best places to visit for its wilderness value 
and birdlife.  

It is worth noting that all the bush camps throughout Zambia are being repaired ready for visitors.  

INVESTMENT FORUM with MARGARET CHIMANSE
Daily Mail

Government has committed itself to creating a business environment that benchmarks Zambia as the best investment 
destination among dynamic developing economies in the sub-region. ...

The agency supports greenfi eld investments through joint ventures and partnerships between local and foreign investors, 
as well as ensuring speedy approval of all licences by all government agencies.

In this vein, it recently visited an investor, Transfrontier Investment Holdings Limited, located on the banks of the Zambezi 
River in Kazungula district, Southern Province, to offer aftercare services and monitor the implementation of the project.
The company acquired an investment certifi cate from ZDA in 2014 with a pledged investment of US$24 million.
Currently, the investor has made considerable investment and development on the banks of the Zambezi River.
In addition, the investor hopes to diversify the investment into tourism, agriculture and trading management support 
services.
At the moment the company has 10 permanent employees while short-term workers are employed from time to time. 
However, it anticipates to create more than 50 jobs by the end of the year.
Their goal is to make Kazungula a tourist and commercial destination as the Kazungula Bridge project nears completion.
In the tourism sector, Transfrontier Investment Holdings has already acquired 15 executive tents of which fi ve are already 
in the country and the other 10 are yet to arrive. The company is working towards creating a camp site, which is a fi rst 
step in venturing into tour operations.
Further, the investor is incorporating the ‘Four Nations Experience’ where tourists will visit four countries in one day using 
the Zambezi River. The four nations are Zambia, Zimbabwe, Namibia and Botswana.
The key objective of the innovation is to open up borders among the four countries to promote and increase trade 
opportunities.
In farming and ranching, the investor has already identifi ed land in Chief Sekute’s area and the chief has already 
consented to the project after seeing the benefi ts it will give to the people of Sekute.
The objective of the investor’s engagement in farming and ranching is to train local farmers in new farming technques and 
conservation farming.
They are also in the process of developing fi sh ponds and building chicken runs. The company will start with four ponds 
initially and eventually expand as the market is established.
The fi rst priority of the investor is the local market. However, they are also looking at the huge demand for fi sh fi llet in 
South Africa and the United Kingdom and bring in the much-needed foreign exchange in addition to job creation.
Transfrontier Investment Holdings Limited has partnered with a local entrepreneur with land in the fi sh pond project.
Finally, in retail trading and operations, the company has already established retail operations and a bakery offering fresh 
foods and pastry products. It is also in the process of expanding into a fully-fl edged supermarket to offer a wider product 
range and choice to the customers. ...

G:  I googled Transfrontier Investment Holdings and found no entry for this company except on a company registry 
list in South Africa.  The list told me nothing except that the company was registered in 2007.  For a company that has 
pledged US$24million, one would assume they had a bit of a track record.  According to their claims, they seem to have 
experience in tourism, retail, fi sh farming and ranching, but there is nothing on the internet to prove this.  To me, the 
import of 5 tents is hardly proof of these claims ...



African parks in Liuwa

Two lions attacking a Spotted hyena. 

Both lions were stalking the hyenas when they passed by. 
They were completely unaware of the presence of the two 
lions and got attacked! Both hyenas were lucky enough to 
escape! — at Liuwa Plain National Park.

Wildlife Crime Prevention Project

On May 22nd Honourable Phiri of Mpika Subordinate Court convicted 
Dickson Zimba of illegal possession of prescribed trophy and sentenced 
him to 5 years imprisonment with hard labour. Mr Zimba was arrested in 
Mwanfushi-Mpika by Department of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW) 
offi cers on the 22nd November 2016 for being in possession of a leopard 
skin.

At the time of his arrest 49 yr old Mr Zimba was employed by the Depart-
ment of National Parks and Wildlife as a Wildlife Police Offi cer and also 
performed duties as a driver. Under the Zambia Wildlife Act, no. 14 of 
2015 illegal possession of prescribed trophies such as leopard skins has 
a penalty of 5-10 years for a fi rst offender. ...



More Poisoning
Andre Botha

Received some sad news over the weekend of another intentional poisoning incident 
on the Zimbabwe/Mozambique border where a poached elephant was poisoned after 
the tusks were removed and 94 critically endangered African White-backed Vultures 
were killed. This at a time when these birds are starting their breeding season and 
some individuals may already have been sitting on eggs.

Three birds were still alive when the incident was discovered, but only one of these 
survived, is undergoing treatment and seems likely to recover. Two of the birds killed 
were from our wing-tagged sample, the one was tagged in Pafuri in the Kruger Nation-
al Park as a sub-adult in December 2015 and could have been a breeding bird at the 
time of its death and the other was a bird tagged in the nest in Swaziland in 2015.

The scene has been properly investigated and is being decontaminated to prevent any 
additional poisoning from taking place.

Another devastating blow to the African White-backed Vulture population in southern 
Africa. These levels of mortality are just not sustainable. An excellent example of why 
the Vulture MsAP needs to be adopted and implemented sooner rather than later. We 
are running out of time!

Kariba Animal Welfare Fund Trust

The 2 Patrol teams with their days fi ndings.  Total  22 
snares

MUNICIPAL DUMP SITE ELECTRIC FENCE

The fence is up !!! some minor neatening of bits – like where the Buffalo came in when 
it was ¾ up and busted out the other side over a period of 2 days !!
A fi nal 4 rolls were required to fi nish up. ...

Distressingly, whilst the fence is going up for the good of the animals, it has thrown 
them in disarray as they follow their age old paths, to fi nd this monstrosity blocking 
their way.  The Buff herd were in confusion for a few days as they found their way 
around the fence and continued on their route. …

ZIMBABWE



Treasury yet to release $10m for Zambezi water project
News Day

TREASURY has not yet released the $10 million budgeted 
to kick-start the initial construction phase of the Gwayi-
Shangani Dam, a major component of the long-awaited 
Matabeleland Zambezi Water Project (MZWP), casting 
doubts on government’s commitment to the project.

MZWP was mooted in 1912 as the long-term solution 
to Bulawayo’s water crisis, but has largely remained pie 
in the sky, as successive governments before and after 
independence have kept shifting goalposts.

... Environment, Water and Climate ministry permanent 
secretary Prince Mupazviriho told Parliament on Tuesday 
that government was still mobilising resources for the 
project.

“We are still in the process of sourcing funding for the 
project. As government, we have got some resources that 
we are using for preliminary works,” he said.
“We think anytime now we should be doing something.”

The project will cost $1 billion, according to Mupazviriho. ...

The MZWP will be implemented in phases, with the fi rst 
stage being the completion of the Gwayi-Shangani Dam, 
which would receive water from the Zambezi River.

The second phase would see the construction of a pipeline 
from Gwayi-Shangani Dam to a reservoir in Bulawayo’s 
Cowdray Park suburb.

Phase three would consist of the construction of a 245km 
pipeline from the Zambezi River to the Gwayi-Shangani 
Dam.

Hemmersbach Rhino Force

Rhino Force is entering Zimbabwe! The Lower Zambezi Valley not so long ago was the home of 2000 black rhinos who 

have since been poached or translocated away to better protected areas. As initiator of the Chirundu Anti-Poaching 

Project it is our mission to make this land safe again so that rhinos can be securely reintroduced. We have come to an 

agreement with the Zimbabwe parks authorities to operate two boats, an aircraft and a ground reaction squad to stop all 

poaching and other illegal activities in the area. We will also support the local national park staff and the local community 

by improving their living and working conditions.

Have a look at the video to see some spectacular views from our aircraft team, our site of operations and one of our boat 

squads. You can see how much more land our plane squad allows us to protect and thus give back to the rhinos once 

they are reintroduced. Our waterside base will house surveillance equipment and help us protect the shoreline while the 

two boat squads are key components to preventing poachers from crossing the border to poach in Zimbabwe.



Botswana to host the second Giants Club Summit

The future of elephants received a massive boost as Botswana announced it would host the second Giants Club summit.

The event, to be staged in the country in March 2018, will bring together Heads of State, leading businessmen, 
conservationists and philanthropists to address the major, long-term challenges facing African elephants.

It follows the fi rst Giants Club Summit held in Kenya last year, which saw President Uhuru Kenyatta convene Africa’s 
largest ever conservation conference. The event was followed by the burning of Kenya’s ivory stock, which led news 
bulletins around the world.

The 2018 summit will be hosted by Botswana’s president, Lieutenant General Dr Seretse Khama Ian Khama, and be in 
partnership with the Tlhokomela Botswana Endangered Wildlife Trust and the Giants Club’s implementation charity Space 
for Giants. ...

The Giants Club is an exclusive forum that brings together African Heads of State, global business leaders and elephant 
protection experts to secure Africa’s remaining elephant populations and the landscapes they depend on.

Elephants Without Borders

EWB’s community program endeavors to increase 
public safety and furthering environmental education for 
communities that co-exist with wildlife. Part of that program 
is to delineate wildlife pathways used to access resources, 
in areas that could also be potentially hazardous points 
for traffi c, especially at night when wildlife cross the roads. 
We are pleased that the village of Kavimba and the Chobe 
Enclave Conservation Trust has enthusiastically welcomed 
the idea to erect road signs for people’s safety... a fi rst in the 
Chobe Enclave! 
We acknowledge the Ministry of Environment through the 
National Environmental Fund, CECT, Kavimba Kgotla, the 
Dept. of Wildlife & National Parks.

G:  This is a lovely big sign.  We could do with some on our 
roads through parks.  

BOTSWANA



Combatting Wildlife Traffi cking Project Launched in Namibia
NASCO

The time to act – to combat wildlife crime – is now. That was the clear message, with a clear strategy, set out by WWF in 
Namibia, twelve Consortium partners, and USAID at the Nampower Convention Centre in Windhoek on 24 April, when the 
USAID-funded Combatting Wildlife Traffi cking Project was launched.

USAID representative Doreen Robinson told an audience packed with wildlife and conservation specialists that 
tackling wildlife crime and traffi cking in southern Africa was a priority for the US Government, for reasons set out in the 
comprehensive proposal submitted by the WWF led consortium, and centred on Namibia and targeted areas of the 
Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area.

At the launch of the strategy, participants were not talking simply about poaching of game, but a multi-billion dollar 
criminal business that is decimating elephant, rhino and other wildlife populations. According to the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature, over 111,000 elephants have been poached in the decade leading up to 2016, while over a 
fi fth of African rhinos have been wiped out since 2008.

Though most of the recent carnage has occurred in south, eastern and central Africa, it is clear that criminal syndicates 
are moving their attention to Namibia and KAZA – the Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area – which 
straddles Namibia’s Zambezi Region and includes swathes 
of Angola, Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

If the problem is clear, so should be the solution. USAID 
has set aside US$60 million over the next 5 years to 
combat wildlife crime and traffi cking across four Southern 
African landscapes.  Working through its partners, USAID 
embarked on what Pretoria representative Doreen Robinson 
called ‘collaborative design’. USAID does not know all the 
answers, she stated, but as a result of the US government’s 
participatory approach, partner organizations were engaged 
over a two-year period to come up with new ideas and an 
ambitious proposal.

Over the next year, USAID will make fi ve awards to combat 
wildlife crime in four key landscapes, with the Windhoek 
meeting marking the inception of the fi rst award for targeted 
areas of the Namibia and KAZA landscape.  The major 
goals of this initial award include increasing the black rhino population in Namibia, and stabilizing and contributing to the 
range expansion of elephants in KAZA over the next fi ve years.

Speaking on behalf of the consortium members, WWF in Namibia Director Chris Weaver outlined the project goals as 
a ‘theory of change’, in which a mix of strategies would be brought to bear, and honed and improved as the project is 
implemented.

Two key and over-arching strategies were introduced. First, community stewardship over wildlife will be enhanced. People 
who feel a sense of ownership from wildlife, who derive economic benefi ts from it, and take pride in their heritage, are 
more likely to report criminal activity – especially poaching and the sale of illegal wildlife products. Second, improved law 
enforcement will not only lead to more criminals being caught and successfully prosecuted, but also to communities being 
more prepared to act when wildlife crime is seen as a priority by the State.

A consortium comprising WWF in Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe, together with ten partners including wildlife protection 
and community conservation NGOs, the KAZA Secretariat, and experts in crime and wildlife traffi cking, have developed 
clear programmes to carry out the key strategic aims. ...

NAMIBIA



Desert Elephant Conservation

Born in the Hoarusib a few weeks ago, to one of the 
females we’ve known for 12 years. She has 3 older sons, 
and lost a calf 3 years ago. Hope this little one survives a 
long time!

Hai||om want N$3,9 billion for Etosha
New Era

The former inhabitants of Etosha National Park and the surrounding areas, the Hai||om, have approached the High Court 
in an effort to reclaim what they say is their ancestral land in the world-renowned game-endowed national park.

The Hai||om group say they are entitled to exclusive benefi cial occupation and use of the Etosha lands and 11 nearby 
farms as the land in question has been theirs since the 1800s. An estimated 5,500 adults belong to the Hai||om 
community. ...

From Namibia Tourism:
The Etosha Pan has been called many things: the Great 
White Place, the Big Emptiness... but the Hai||om call it the 
Lake of a Mother’s Tears. A mother who has lost a child will 
feel such grief that she will cry enough tears to fi ll the pan,” 
a park ranger tells me. “This isn’t just part of our history; it is 
part of our souls.” 

Moments like these, when personal stories of the people 
who once lived in Etosha come alive, are scarce and far in 
the past. ...

For the Hai||om, the past is disappearing at a frantic pace. 
Days when the elders would to sit around the fi re and tell 
stories are quickly disappearing. However, there is reason 
for hope on the horizon. Worried that their cultural history 
may die with them, the elders of the Hai||om community 
partnered with international researchers to establish the Xoms |Omis Project (Etosha Heritage Project). The aim of the 
project is to capture and document the Hai||om cultural heritage and deliver a unique body of cultural, historical and 
environmental knowledge.  ...

G:  Botswana is facing the same issue with the San there.  



Baby elephants to be exported to Dubai zoo
Africa Geographic

A game farm in Namibia has been issued permits to sell fi ve baby elephants to a zoo in Dubai. The elephants range in 
age from four to eight years old.

The sale, at an undisclosed price, will be fi nalised later this year when the elephants are exported.

A spokesman for the Namibian Ministry of Environment and Tourism (MET) has confi rmed that all CITES requirements 
have been met for the issue of export permits, and that the United Arab Emirates CITES Scientifi c Authority has issued 
the necessary permits for importation of the elephants.

Eden Game Farm is a private game farm and registered game dealer in the Grootfontein district, near Etosha National 
Park. The farm is owned by a Swedish national. ...

Call for Wenela to extend its operating hours
New Era

The Zambezi Regional Governor Lawrence Sampofu and Zambia’s Western Province Minister Nathaniel Mubukwanu, 
who recently visited the Zambezi Region, are in agreement that the operational time at Wenela border in the Zambezi 
Region should be extended to 22h00 to accommodate increased traffi c.

Currently the border operates from 06h00 to 18h00 and the two senior offi cials concurred that if the operational hours of 
Wenela were extended it would be benefi cial for the two countries. The two made the call during the Zambian provincial 
minister’s two-day visit to the Zambezi Region last week.

“I will consult the minister of home affairs and fi nance, but I don’t think this will be a problem. We already have other 
borders that are operating up to 22h00. If we can’t go up to 22h00 for a start we can go up to 20h00 and as time goes by 
we can extend,” Mubukwanu suggested.

Mubukwanu also added that the Wenela border post is one of the busiest border and extending operational hours will 
benefi t other countries whose nationals use this busy border post.

“It will not only be benefi cial for the two countries. Because of the Walvis Bay corridors we have trucks going as far as 
Congo and the amount of hours spent on the border will be eliminated,” he added. ...

G:  I had to go to Mwandi along the Livingstone-Katima 
Mulilo road last week.  It took 3 hours to drive the 150 km ... 
because the road after Kazungula is in a shocking state.  
It surprises me that this road has not been repaired.  (I 
have mentioned it before.)  This road is part of Walvis Bay 
Corridor, vehicles travelling between Walvis Bay and DRC. 
Now, if the border at Katima Mulilo is to be opened to 8pm 
or 10pm, it means that vehicles will be travelling this road in 
the dark much more ... and it is dangerous ...  

More criticism of conservancy parliamentary report
New Era

(G: This article is long but very interesting.  The Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area is important to the 
welfare of our wildlife but unless the people in the region buy into it, it is doomed to fail.  This article highlights some of the 
thoughts of villagers in Namibia and I feel sure they are the same as those in the other countries involved)

The Kavango and Zambezi conservancy associations have become the fi rst conservancies to openly criticise the report 
by the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Natural Resources, which has turned the country’s long-standing national 
policy on human-wildlife confl ict on its head.

The conservancies stated that points made by the parliamentary standing committee were “unfounded and incorrect” and 
expressed surprise at the fi ndings in the report, saying they were never consulted by the committee for their input. They 
had only heard that parliamentarians had interviewed conservancy members at random.

“While they fully support the right of parliamentarians to speak to anyone, they would welcome an opportunity to present 
the facts about conservation in their areas, particularly to parliament in a well-considered report,” said the response 
statement by Steve Felton on behalf of the conservancy associations in Kavango and Zambezi.

The response was penned after a meeting of chairpersons of conservancy associations from the Kavango and Zambezi 
regions in Rundu on April 26.

The parliamentary committee report has drawn criticism since the publication of its fi nding by New Era in April. 
Environment Minister Pohamba Shifeta has also cricitised the report, telling parliament he found it to have been factually 



incorrect. However, the parliamentary committee has told parliament that it stands by its report.

The committee found that government’s glowing public reports on earnings and benefi ts derived from community-based 
conservancies are in a stark contrast to the reality on the ground. Human-wildlife confl ict is causing much more serious 
social and material damage to the poorer communities, who are supposedly benefi ting from the conservancies.

As a result, the committee made a number of recommendations, chief of which is to conduct “a genuine review of the 
community-based natural resources programme, because its lofty promises seemed to have been jettisoned during the 
implementation process”.

The other recommendation is that the Environment Ministry “should expedite a review of the National Policy on Human-
Wildlife Confl ict Management with the view to incorporating fair and commensurate compensation to victims of human-
wildlife confl ict.”

“The revised policy should take into account views expressed in this report,” read part of the recommendations in the 
report by the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Natural Resources on October 14, 2016.

However, the chairpersons of the conservancy associations in Kavango and Zambezi say they are “at a loss to 
understand the suggestion by the standing committee that conservancies should themselves pay compensation from their 
income”.

Conservancies have called for increases to the offsets paid by the Ministry of Environment to farmers for losses, and for 
compensation for injuries and deaths.

“That is exactly what they do… Conservancies add to the ministry’s offset allowance of N$60,000, which is paid to 
conservancies in need of assistance. Salambala added N$100,000 last year and Bamunu N$60,000. Even Muduva 
Nyangana in Kavango, which has a much lower income, put aside N$10,000 for compensation,” said Felton.

He further said the benefi ts accruing from wildlife are considerable, giving examples of community development paid for 
from conservation hunting and tourism, made possible only by wildlife in conservancies.

“Kwandu Conservancy has just bought fi ve electricity transformers at a cost of N$600,000, which will bring power to 1,947 
households. In addition it is building six permanent structures for local courts (khutas) and is laying pipelines to pump 
water to 6,000 people,” he said.

“Zambezi conservancies contribute signifi cantly to traditional authority income. Six other Zambezi conservancies are 
providing similar benefi ts, and the Kavango conservancies, which have lower incomes, are providing water pumps, zinc 
roofi ng for schools and community gardens.”

In its report, the parliamentary standing committee further noted that communities are unhappy with the meagre income 
received from resources and conservancies management, with earnings ranging between N$500 and N$650 per month.

“By any standard, these are starvation wages,” they said. “The overly positive narrative about community-based natural 
resources management (CBNRM) does not refl ect reality on the ground or in the communities,” reads the report.

Felton, however, said there is a complete misunderstanding of the facts. “The lowest game guard salary in Zambezi is 
N$1,300, and the highest N$2,200. Even in Kavango, where conservancy income is lower, George Mukoya pays its ten 
game guards N$1,600 each. 

“Higher wages for fewer guards would lead only to problems, stated meeting participants, as there would be fewer game 
guards patrolling and preventing poaching.”

He further said committee members were reimbursed for travel costs in sitting allowances, amounting to N$650 in Kasika, 
“and this may have been the fi gure the standing committee was referring to”.

“It was pointed out that committee members were taking small allowances, in order not to take money from salaries and 
community development projects,” he said.



CONSERVATION BREAKTHROUGH
African Parks

In what can be described as yet another conservation breakthrough, African 
Parks has reintroduced four cheetah to Liwonde National Park in Malawi. 
The four animals, two males and two females, arrived in Liwonde mid last week 
and have now settled well in the temporary holding boma.
Once habituated to Liwonde, they will be released into the greater Park area.
This is positive news for cheetah who’s numbers have declined dramatically 
across Africa in recent years. It is also a conservation milestone for Malawi 
as the last cheetah sighting was in the region of 20 years ago. Cheetah last 
roamed the plains on the Shire river over 100 years ago!
Here is hoping that they settle well to become the nucleus of further conserva-
tion success for Malawi! 
Our thanks go to our partners Endangered Wildlife Trust for sourcing the best 
possible animals and Robin Pope Safaris/Ulendo for the assistance with trans-
porting them to Malawi.
Photo credits to Frank Weitzer and Bentley Palmer.

MALAWI



OTHER STUFF
Bolong Fenyo Wildlife Reserve in Gunjur seems poisoned

Villagers of Gunjur in the Gambia, thought they already had 
experienced the worst as they found out today that their 
wildlife reserve Bolong Fenyo seems to be poisoned by the 
Chinese Golden Lead Factory. This factory is supposed to 
process fi sh to meal and fertilizer. Everything is red, and 
every living thing is dead. Villagers of Gunjur fear for their 
health and lives. ‘Our hearts broke today, and our anger has 
been fed to the limit. This paradise changed into hell’.

The Bolong Fenyo Community Wildlife Reserve is a 
protected area owned by the community of Gunjur, covering 
320 hectares. It has a very important and high diversity 
of avi-fauna. It is more importantly a roosting and feeding 
area for terns, gulls and other species. The Bolong Fenyo 
Community Wildlife Reserve is gazetted in 2008 as the fi rst 
national community owned reserve and has been an area 
under close monitoring as an African Waterfowl Census 
area since 2000.

Today, a group villagers went into the wildlife reserve and 
were shocked by what the found. Instead of a beautiful healthy wetland full of birds and animals, everything was dead 
and red from some kind of stuff. Locals think it might be a toxic which is used in the factory. While fearing for their health 
the local environmentalists manage to fi ll a plastic bottle as a sample for research. With tears in their eyes they shot some 
pictures and went back home. ...



THE SMILE

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.25

P10.19

Nam$12.90

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

11°C (52)  28°C (82)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

What do you get when you cross an insomniac, an agnostic and a dyslexic?  

Someone who lays awake at night wondering if there really is a dog. 


