
Dear All

The smoke that thunders from Baobab Ridge, the home of United Air Charters.  The rains continue to pour and more is on 
the way, we assume, with a cyclone hitting Madagascar.  

The continued rains have shown us all how careful we 
have to be with our environment and how we plan our 
infrastructure.  The Botswana Road was tarred in 2013 and 
was so  badly designed that the rainwater has nowhere to 
go after a heavy storm.  It is already holey and, after this 
season, more potholes will appear because of the road 
being undermined by the rainwater.  

The other serious issue is gardeners hoeing their gardens 
and the road verges.  It may look clean and tidy but the 
sand just washes down into the drains or onto the road.  
This problem can easily be addressed by Council staff if 
they go around the residential areas and tell people to leave 
the grass and weeds, and to slash them.  The grass keeps 
a lot of the sand in place.  

Livingstone Business Directory

For the past few weeks I have been researching for the Livingstone Business Directory.  The last time it was published 
was in 2013, so an update is long overdue.    I should have contacted most companies, give me a shout if I have not.  

At the moment I am in need of more advertising in order to get it printed.  So the research will stay in my computer unless 
I get a bit more support.  

I started the Business Directory about 15 years ago and it lists many companies with their contact details.  It is ordered 
according to the main activity.  It is an essential reference for any business.  .

LIVINGSTONE





Sunday Cyclists

Last issue of the newsletter I mentioned the Sunday Cyclists.  Here is a photo of them getting ready to go for their ride.  
Contact Peter Chombe if you would like to join in.  

ZAMBIA
Conservation Lower Zambezi

Very cool news from our partners Invictus K9! They are in 
the process of setting up a new DNPW Dog Unit in Lusaka.

Invictus K9
After an intense selection process, these fi ve guys have 
been chosen to begin their Detection Dog Course. We 
tested their adaptability, creativity, leadership, integrity 
and fi tness levels. They have overcome both physical 
and mental stress assessments and we are excited about 
preparing them to hunt down poachers.

Zambia Development Agency

Zambia to Develop 500 MW of Renewable Energy

The Government has signed agreements for a second mandate with Scaling Solar, the World Bank Group programme 
that helps developing countries procure low cost, privately fi nanced, solar power.
This is Zambia’s second engagement with Scaling Solar. It follows auctions held in May 2016 for two solar PV plants of up 
to 50 megawatts (MW) each. ...



African Parks

Meet the guys from the Leopard patrol team. They are out 
in the fi eld to protect the wildlife of Liuwa, even during the 
tough wet season. Moving around in Liuwa has become 
very challenging following the rising water levels, where 
people and vehicles have to move through water for hours 
on end. But as you can see, that doesn’t discourage our 
scouts! 

Bangweulu Wetlands

An update on the two young shoebills: Late last year, a second shoebill chick was 
confi scated by GRI- Wildlife Crime Prevention unit, during a successful operation to 
arrest and prosecute the main traffi cking ringleader. This shoebill was named Bandit, 
and so the adventures of Watson and Bandit began. Bandit was much younger than 
Watson, but quickly caught up and overtook Watson in size. Hand-rearing two rather 
demanding shoebill chicks is not an easy task. Feeding them during the annual 
3-month long fi shing ban- when the local fi shery is closed- was made possible by a 
generous donation of farmed catfi sh from Kafue Fisheries near Lusaka. A shoebill 
costume is worn when feeding, to prevent them imprinting on their human foster 
parent and this is done until they begin to fi sh on their own. The birds have been 
released, but still hang 
around their ‘nest site’ 
at Chikuni. They still 
need the occasional 
supplementary feed, 
but are becoming more 
independent every day. 
Today Bandit caught 
an impressively large 
catfi sh, which took him 
a few hours to kill and 
swallow!

Radio Mano, Kasama

THE ZAMBIA POLICE SERVICE, NORTHERN DIVISION 
TODAY UNBLOCKED DRAINAGES ON SOME SELECTED 
ROADS IN THE CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT OF 
KASAMA.

G:  I have shown photos of Kitwe being cleaned up by the 
new Mayor.  Now Kasama is joining in.  Is this a growing 
trend in Zambia?  



Exploitation of Lake Tanganyika
The Citizen

Dar es Salaam — As preparations for the exploration of oil and gas in Lake Tanganyika get into top gear, international 
scientists at the site are warning that if the activities are not pursued carefully, they could cause massive and long-term 
environmental disaster.
The two countries with the biggest stake of the lake, Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) last October for joint oil and gas exploration in and along the lake.

Recently, the Minister for Energy and Minerals, Prof Sospeter Muhongo, said that all four countries sharing the lake, 
including Burundi and Zambia, were to meet in DRC’s western port city of Kalemie this month for the fi rst conference on 
the prospects of joint exploration activities in the second deepest lake in the world.

Concerned on the developments, Dr Erik Verheyen from the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences on behalf of the 
Cichlid Science 2015 Meeting and concerned scientists last November published an article entitled Oil Extraction Imperils 
Africa’s Great Lakes in the international scientifi c journal Science warning that although the region sees exploitation of 
hydrocarbon reserves as a vital economic opportunity, such business posed grave risks to the environment and local 
communities.

In the paper the scientists argued that thousands of oil spills reported in Nigeria demonstrate that the extraction and 
transport of oil were prone to accidents.

This is especially bad news for the African Great Lakes countries because they are virtually closed ecosystems.

“For example, for Lake Tanganyika, which contains about one-fi fth of the world’s surface freshwater the fl ushing time is 
7,000 years. This time frame implies that the recovery from an oil spill could take a millennia.

Don’t use a drone without a permit!
Zambia Weekly

Damon Marc Matarchiera, a missionary bible teacher in Chipata, has been convicted of providing air services without an 
air service permit (Civil Aviation Act of 2016, Section 28(1)(a)) for fl ying a drone. Matarchiera was arrested on 9 January 
2017 for operating a DJI Phantom remote-controlled aircraft – a drone – without a permit in Hills View in Chipata.
The police had apparently been 
in doubt about the aircraft, and 
had therefore called the offi cer-
in-charge of the Civil Aviation 
Department in Chipata, who had 
discharged an offi cer to investigate 
the matter. When the offi cer looked 
at the aircraft, he had established 
that it was a drone, but it was 
neither registered nor equipped with 
an air service permit.
Matarchiera pleaded guilty. His 
sentence was not reported, but 
could range from a fi ne to up to two 
years’ prison. The Civil Aviation Act 
does not mention drones at all.



Earthquake
News24

A 5.7-magnitude earthquake hit near Africa’s Lake Tanganyika early on Friday, the US Geological Survey said, with the 
epicentre in northern Zambia.
The quake, which was 10km deep, struck at 00:32 GMT about 45km from the Zambian town of Kaputa, which lies near 
the borders of Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of Congo. ...

Threatened Cats Have a New Ally in the Fight Against Extinction: Dogs 
Zambia Carnivore Programme

A recent study highlighting the alarming plight of the world’s cheetah has made improving methods of surveying and 
evaluating the rare cats’ remaining populations critical for conservation efforts. However cheetah, particularly in the 
vast remote ecosystems where many of the remaining populations reside, are extremely diffi cult to survey. Fortunately 
an unlikely ally for the cats has emerged, from none other than the dog family. A new study from Zambia’s Liuwa Plain 
funded by WWF and National Geographic’s Big Cats 
Initiative demonstrates the effective use of detection dogs 
in surveying for cheetah. Using domestic dogs specially 
trained to locate scat and other sign, a team of researchers 
conducted an intensive 3 week survey across Liuwa Plain 
National Park and a key corridor area between the park and 
neighboring Angola, which comprises the Liuwa-Mussuma 
Transfrontier Conservation Area. While traditional survey 
methods failed to detect any cheetah, the dogs found 50 
scats, which after genetic analyses equated to a population 
of 17-19 animals at a moderate density.
“The abilities of dogs to fi nd animal sign, even in very low 
density species like cheetah, continues to demonstrate how 
valuable detection dogs are for conservation efforts,” said 
Dr. Megan Parker, Research Director for Working Dogs for 
Conservation and an author on the study. “Without them 
we didn’t even detect cheetah in the area, while the dogs 
found what equates to a viable breeding population in a key 
transboundary area. For the dogs this is no surprise, but for us it again demonstrated their utility for big cat conservation.”
With its utility now demonstrated this method is broadly applicable across the range of habitats and conditions for 
threatened cats across Africa. “Cheetah are notoriously diffi cult to get information on given they are so wide-ranging, 
low-density and often secretive,” said WWF Species and Protected Area Specialist Moses Nyirenda, a co-author on the 
study. “Most cheetah are outside protected areas, often in transboundary areas and methods of surveying these remote 
populations are still challenging at best.”
The survey was the fi rst utilization of detection dogs in Zambia, following several years of development by the Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife and the Zambian Carnivore Programme (ZCP), and the success of the study has lead to 
the acceptance and implementation of detection dog teams across the country for use in combatting the illegal wildlife 
trade. “We knew the dogs would fi nd more cheetah than would be possible with traditional means,” said Dr. Matt Becker, 
CEO of ZCP and the lead author on the study, “But we didn’t realize just how effective they were going to be. This is a 
huge additional tool in the tool kit for cheetah conservation and conservation efforts in Africa in general, as well as yet 
another reason to love dogs!”

Wildlife Camp, Luangwa

These photos is of “Ginger” taken in the South Luangwa 

Nat. Park. He is one of the pride males in the Mfuwe area. 

I have never seen a lion with this coloration. I have seen 

white ones and dark ones and normal ones, but never a 

Red Head!! Apart from him, has anyone ever seen one? 

photo by Byron Miles.



Rehabilitation of Kariba Dam
ZNBC

ZAMBIA will shoulder the fi nancial burden of the rehabilitation of Kariba Dam, the double curvature concrete arch dam 
designed by Coyne et Bellier and constructed between 1955 and 1959 by Impresit of Italy.

Zimbabwe’s Finance and Economic Development Minister, Patrick Chinamasa, revealed the role that the country’s 
northern neighbour will play in the work that is set to begin in May this year.
“Let me take this time to appreciate our friend and partner Zambia on agreeing to undertake the fi nancial commitment 
on behalf of the two countries. Without this generous act, the project would not have been a reality,” Chinamasa said in 
Kariba last week. ...
Two remedial measures were prescribed for the dam. The fi rst one was the reshaping of the plunge pool and protection of 
the fault zone in the plunge pool by using reinforced concrete mattress.
The plunge pool was formed by water released through the dam wall’s fl oodgates and it is feared that its continued 
deepening will affect the wall.
“There are also fault lines that run underneath the dam wall and if the water continues to dig in the plunge pool there is 
a risk that once that happens the water from there could then seep under the wall and that could cause the dam to fail,” 
Farai Furusa, the dam maintenance engineer, said.
The second measure prescribed by the consultants was the refurbishment of the spillway to improve the operation and 
reduce the risk of possible failure of the upstream spillway control facility.
The European Union (EU) ambassador to Zambia, Alessandro Mariani, explained that the project formed part of their 
partnership with Zambia in the energy sector under which a  244 million-euro grant was set aside for the period from 2014 
to 2020.
The Kariba plunge pool project will get a 50-million euro grant from that fund. Reshaping the plunge pool will slow 
down the scouring of the natural rock and will consequently protect the dam’s foundations. The fault area will also be 
strengthened.
The reshaping project will take approximately three years to complete and will require signifi cant quantities of excavation 
and demolition works. The entire rehabilitation project will need about eight years and will cost US$294 million in grants 
and concessionary loans.
The EU will contribute a total of US$100 million in grants, while the World Bank will contribute US$75 million in loan 
fi nancing; Sweden will give a US$20 million grant and the African Development Bank (AfDB) will contribute a US$39 
million loan as well as a US$36 million grant.
ZRA will contribute US$19 million. ...

ZIM-ZAM

ZIMBABWE
Airlink adds direct route between Vic Falls and Cape Town
Traveller 24

Travellers wanting to make the most of SA’s Cape Town and Zimbabwe’s Victoria Falls, can now do so with the new 
Airlink direct fl ight between the two hotspot destinations.

The daily fl ights except for Saturdays, between Cape Town and Victoria Falls will be effective from 2 July. The fl ight 
departs from Cape Town International at 08:30am arriving at Victoria Falls International at 11:15am.



Peace Parks

The Zimbabwean government is to donate 2,000 animals to Mozambique to restock the Limpopo National Park (PNL), in 
the southern province of Gaza.

The Zimbabwean Minister of Environment, Water and Climate, Oppah Machinguri, announced the donation on Friday at a 
press conference closing the Sixth Ministerial Meeting of the Greater Limpopo Transfrontier Park. The Transfrontier Park 
consists of the PNL, the Kruger National Park in South Africa, and the Gonarezhou National Park in Zimbabwe.

“This donation demonstrates our commitment to the development of the Transfrontier Park”, said Machinguri. Among the 
animals to be donated to Mozambique, as from April, are elephants, buffaloes, giraffes, impalas, kudus and other species 
of antelope.

During the meeting, Zimbabwe and South Africa also promised to provide animals to restock a second Mozambique 
conservation area, the Zinave National Park in Inhambane province, over the next two years.

The Mozambican Minister of Land, Environment and Rural Development, Celso Correia, described the meeting as 
productive, and said the Zimbabwean and South African delegations recognised and values the results achieved by 
Mozambique in joint operations to fi ght against wildlife crime.
 
Correia claimed there have been positive results in the battle against poaching, including a sharp reduction in the number 
of poachers from Mozambique entering the Kruger Park. “The number of animals is being rebuilt, although this is a 
struggle which has to be waged continually”, he said. ...

Bhejane Trust

I went with Mark Hiley from National Parks Rescue into the Kazuma Pan National Park, as I had not been for a while. 
Stopped at the Parks base and saw the guys there and 
then proceeded to the Kazuma Corner Pan - the roads are 
muddy, overgrown and we had grass seeds deluxe and a 
boiling radiator. Kazuma Corner Pan was full and the pump 
working well. With the hassle of grass and waterlogged 
roads we decided to take the longer gravel all weather 

border road back to the Falls. We crossed the Kazuma 
Depression which was surprisingly dry, and proceeded 
down the border road through the “badlands” - the road got 
wetter and wetter, with big elephant footprints in it. We were 
committed but then the inevitable - we got stuck on the gravel 
road which was now under water and part of a shallow lake. 
There was nothing to winch to, the jack disappeared into the 
mud, and eventually we had no option - we had to walk to 
the Kasane/Francistown road in Botswana which was 2,5km 
away - this took over 2 hours through 6 inches of water and 
soft black mud!! We caught a lift to Panda Matenga, reported 
to the Police as “illegal immigrants to Botswana” ( the state of 
us meant the Police did not need convincing of our story) and 
ended up in the local bar, covered in mud ( which no one in 
Panda seemed to notice!) Thanks to Paul and Holly King for 
their hospitality. The next day we caught a lift to Kazungula, 
had to talk our way through two borders as we had no 
passports, and back to the Falls! I then went back a day later 
with a rescue team - this vehicle also got stuck but eventually 
we got it out, towed the cruiser out the mud ( backwards for 
nearly 2 kms) and battered and weary made our way back to 
the Falls. The moral of the story : be wary of the all weather 
gravel road in the rainy season!!

While undertaking a routine patrol through the Chamabonda Vlei, I came across an unfortunate sight at No 1 Borehole - 
the Zambians have been busy and seven solar panels have been stolen, and the pumps vandalised. The way the rising 
mains were hacked with an axe bears hallmarks of a well known Zambian gang (normally elephant poachers) which 



Eye Witness news

A man has been trampled to death in southern Zimbabwe while trying to take selfi es with elephants.

The 31-year-old had tried to herd a small group of elephants to an open space when they charged him and his friends.

The state-run Chronicle is reporting that Moses Ndlovu and two friends tried to herd three elephants into an open space 
so they could take selfi es with them.
Instead, the elephants charged them.
Ndlovu was separated from his friends.
Police say his body was only found the next day. ...

G: The mind boggles ...

Africa Geographic

Award-winning fi lmmakers Dereck and Beverly Joubert 
were gored by a buffalo on Thursday night in the Okavango 
Delta, Botswana. Both were injured and Beverly was 
committed to an intensive care unit, where she is recovering 
well, according to an update on their Facebook page.

operates from a village across the Zambezi River. On the 
one set of panels we had replaced a broken panel and not 
tack welded the end stop back in place, while on the other 
frame they had forced the pop rivets. We will be taking 
corrective measures on all out frames now, to curtail the 
shopping activities of our northern neighbours!

BOTSWANA



Elephant Sands

B A B Y
Few things in life can stir the heart like a baby elephant. 
Especially an orphan just a week or two old. No-one knows 
what happened to its Mama or its herd, but this little lady 
was rescued by some truck drivers and good samaritans 
on the A33 highway in northeastern Botswana about a 
hundred kilometres north of Elephant Sands. They gave 
her water, tried to cool her from the sun, and kept her 
company until authorities handed her over to the staff of 
Elephant Sands. What better place to rear an orphan and 
re-introduce her to the wild. But looking after an elephant 
baby is not an easy task, and after a brief 50 hours of 
getting loved dearly at Elephant Sands, she was collected 
by the experts, @Elephants Without Borders . I have no 
doubt she’s doing awesomely well under such experienced 
care, although updates from them seem few as I’m sure 
they are immensely busy. Wish her well and send ‘Baby’ 
much positive and powerful energy. Being so very young I 
am certain she can use a lift. If you’d like to know how she’s 
doing contact EWB directly

NAMIBIA

Brown Hyena Research Project

Here are fi nally some pictures again. The whole team has been busy processing camera trap images and our social 
media time therefore suffers  :-)
We have another 200 000 images to go to fi nish with 
the 2016 season, but I will try to post some images on a 
more regular basis. Our new newsletter will also be online 
towards the middle of March, updating you on our various 
projects, hyenas and our Citizen Science project, which has 
fi nally started.

Here are some images of our coastal hyenas, also from 
the Luderitz Peninsula, where the population fi nally grows 
again. ...



SA - RESCUE 

Be on the look-out for our truck carrying this banner. We will 
be transporting rescued survivors of the donkey skin trade 
from Underberg KZN to Johannesburg on the N3 highway. 
The donkeys are being moved to a place of safety and 
will be in need of forever homes. Interested in adopting? 
Contact our offi ces 011 – 907 3591 or send an email to 
nspca@nspca.co.za

SOUTH AFRICA

OTHER STUFF

How Giant Rats Could Help End Wildlife Traffi cking

Wildlife offi cials in Tanzania are training African giant pouched rats to help identify illegal shipments of pangolins, a heavily 
traffi cked endangered species.

Funded through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) as an effort to end wildlife traffi cking, this program is currently 
assessing the rats’ ability to sniff out pangolins in various settings. If the rats are successful, they will eventually work in 
shipping ports to locate pangolins that have been illegally captured 
and locked up in shipping containers.

Pangolins are an endangered species and the most illegally 
traffi cked mammal on the planet. Their scales are ground up for 
use in traditional Chinese “medicine” and their meat is considered 
to be a high-end delicacy and status symbol in some areas of 
Asia.

Though these docile animals are protected by an international 
trade ban, their populations continue to plummet as poachers 
relentlessly capture them for the black market.

The only strategy pangolins have to protect themselves is to curl 
up into a ball and expose their tough outer scales. This helps with 
their natural predators, but makes them an extremely easy target 
for poachers who can simply pick them up and walk off with them.

That’s where the rats come in. The goal for these surprisingly 
intelligent rodents is to locate pangolins packed away in hidden 
shipping containers before they’re sent off to be sold to the Asian 
black market.

While dogs usually come to mind for this sort of work, rats are less 
expensive to train and care for, and easier to transport. Offi cials 
believe that these enormous three-foot-long rats are perfect for the 
job as they’ve been so successful in other similar endeavors. This 
species is also used to sniff out landmines in Cambodia and test tuberculosis samples in Mozambique! ...



THE SMILE

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.80

P10.40

Nam$13.00

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

20°C (68)  28°C (82)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill


