
Dear All

Header from Safari Par Excellence as I have been stuck at home.  Rains seem to have subsided but the bush will be very 
wet and more rain can still fall.  Although I love all this rain, it does prohibit travelling ...  

International Day of Action for Rivers worldwide!
Saf Par

Here is Andrew Sven Bolton, Sean Edington and some of the rafting guides and crew on a litter sweep on the Maramba 
and Zambezi River. 

Southern Tourism, Agriculture & Commercial Show

The Show will be held 13-16 July at the Showgrounds along Sichango Road.  
The organising committee has already met and are putting a plan in place to make sure that the show goes well. 
 
I went to the fi rst meeting in February.  After going through many logistics of planning, there was discussion about the lack 
of participation by many tour operators.  I 
just sat and listened, but Alex Mutali from 
Stone Guesthouse (also from LTA and 
Tourism Council) did put forward the side of 
tour operators in Livingstone.  
For me, the show is a great attraction and 
a fun day out for the people of Livingstone.  
This should be the focus.  Having said that, 
I feel that tour operators can support the 
show.  Maybe they do not have the time to 
attend but they can offer support in other 
ways.  The show is good for Livingstone.  
The people do not have much in the way 
of entertainment during the year apart from 
marches through town so the show is one 
weekend where they can have a bit of fun.

LIVINGSTONE



BirdWatch Zambia

This, briefl y, is the story of ‘Terry’. As a very young 
foundling, s/he was presented to Clare Whitehead Mateke 
who hand-fed her/him for several weeks. When the time 
came for Terry to be released Clare rightly looked for a safer 
location than her own garden (cats) and plumped for Kadiki 
(where there are no domestic cats and plenty of white-
browed robin-chats). So Clare Sullivan and I took Terry 
over on Tuesday, acting in loco parentis for the release. 
Wednesday/Thursday s/he was loose on the veranda but 
chose to come back inside Wednesday evening. Last night 
was Terry’s fi rst night out - her/his decision - and we are 
pleased (and relieved) to report that s/he is happily feeding 
in the trees around our house this morning and has now 
made a clean break. Congratulations to Clare Whitehead 
Mateke - a great success.



Conservation South Luangwa

At this time of year it’s essential to continue patrols and we 
couldn’t do it without our boat.

Moffat Phiri
Every now and then in life you come across a special 
person who is willing to take risks, fears nothing, lives fully, 
works hard and dedicates their life to a cause.
Moffat Phiri was one of those people. I have known Moffat 
for over ten years, he worked with us for 7 years and 
then joined the Department of National Parks and Wildlife 
Services where he excelled and quickly got promoted to a 
Senior Wildlife Police Offi cer.
With CSL, Moffat was a trained scout, driver, coxswain, but 
also my right-hand man when it came to wildlife rescues 
and adventures, of which we shared many. There is nothing he wasn’t game for and shared a passion for adventure, a 
bit of risk and trying new things. Together we darted over 100 elephants and other countless snared animals and our fi rst 
giraffe darting ever. The two of us drove an orphaned buffalo from Chipata to Liuwa, a two-day trip, and an orphaned 
elephant from Mfuwe to Kafue, a 
36 hour nonstop journey. He had a 
knack for rescuing elephants stuck 
in the mud, continuously coming up 
with new and innovative ideas on 
how to do this. We had a number of 
very close calls together when darting 
snared elephants and my early 
experiences were all with Moffat by 
my side.
It is with great sadness and a pain in 
my heart that I write that Moffat was 
killed yesterday in a vehicle accident 
near Livingstone. I will cherish the 
memories I have of him always. At 
CSL we are saddened by this loss, a 
life gone too soon with so much more 
to give. Our deepest condolences to 
his wife, children and family and to 
DNPW.

Wildlife Camp, Luangwa

The river is up this morning!! Highest it has been this 
season. Lots of rain at the moment, got 32mm last night.

ZAMBIA



Kasabushi Camp (Kafue)

Well the rain has not stopped since we got back to camp 
and the river has kept on rising. This is the camp this 
morning, the chalets are under water and the Peninsula 
campsite is well and truly fl ooded. The water is clean though 
so we don’t think there will be much damage once it drops, 
we had moved everything out of the chalets before we went 
on holiday.

Zambia Carnivore Programme

An amazing sighting in Kafue National Park of a wild 
dog-cheetah encounter. Unfortunately it occurred on the 
high-speed M9 highway, which is the source of signifi cant 
mortality from road collisions for both species. In this 
instance ZCP-DNPW teams managed traffi c until the 
animals were safely off the road, but future collaborative 
work is needed to minimize traffi c fatalities of people and 
wildlife on high-speed roadways. Photos by Caz Sanguinetti

(Liuwa) Big rains and fl oods across all study sites have 
kept everyone busy staying above water, and we’ve had to 
add a new prey item to the Liuwa lion hunting data, giving 
a new twist to the word catfi sh! Pics by Daan Smit and Caz 
Sanguinetti

Bangweulu Wetlands

We have successfully lead Watson and Bandit away from 
their ‘nest area’ at Chikuni, to an area of fl oating grass. 
This is ‘classic’ shoebill habitat, and they like it! Gradually 
they are learning which types of grass they can and can’t 
walk on (the water under this grass is almost 2m deep, but 
in some places can even support the weight of a human 
walking on it). Catfi sh come up to breathe air through holes 
in the grass, and that’s the shoebill’s favourite type of spot 
to catch them in.



Encroachment In Mweru Wantipa NP
Lusaka Times

The Department of National Parks and Wildlife in Kaputa 
district in Luapula province has bemoaned increased 
encroachment inside Mweru Wantipa National Parks.  Area 
Warden for Nsumba Management Unit, Andrew Mukupa 
said the national park has been encroached for farming 
activities, human settlement, poaching of wildlife, and 
fi shing. ...

He stated that his department wants to involve traditional 
leadership who are custodians of the people to help curb 
the vice which is also depleting natural resources. ...

Meanwhile, Mr. Mukupa and representatives from the sub 
chief have agreed to stop any further encroachment of the 
park in Kawama area where people do their fi shing on Lake 
Mweru Wantipa. ...
He has also asked the people who have cultivated in the 
park not to go back and cultivate after they harvest this 
year.

From Zambia Tourism:
The swampland surrounding Lake Mweru Wantipa in the 
far northern part of the country is much the same as the 
swamps of the Bangweulu in its profusion of waterbirds 
during the rainy season. The lake is surrounded by local 
fi shing villages. It is possible to ask them to take you 
through the swamps in a dugout for a negotiable fee.

Mweru Wantipa National Park, adjacent to the lake, used to harbour vast herds of elephant but poaching however has 
depleted most of the wildlife although there are still some small herds of buffalo. There are no tourist facilities but it is 
possible to camp along the lakeshore.

Kuomboka To Take Place After 4 Year Absence
Zambia Reports

The people of Western Province will fi nally host the 
Kuomboka Ceremony for the fi rst time since 2013.
Barotseland has been a political hot potato with the 
absence of the Kuomboka ceremony in the last few years 
linked to the political atmosphere in the country.  The 
people of Barotseland have been raising dust over matters 
of development and have even threatened secession from 
Zambia.
Western Province Minister Nathanel Mubukwanu said that 
the Kuomboka will take place on April 8. ...

Mweru Wantipa



Kasanka Cycle Challenge 2017     

Join us for a one of a kind cycle experience
If you are passionate about cycling, love the bush and need 
a weekend away, why not combine all three and join us for 
the Kasanka Cycle Challenge? 

Whether it’s the 5km “Bush Hopper”, 22km “Chase” or the 
45km “Challenge” - everyone is guaranteed a good time. 
Rated as a less technical event with free fl owing single 
track through pristine woodland with very little ascent but 
exciting log bridge crossings, cheered on by local villages 
en route - the Kasanka Cycle Challenge is an unforgettable 
experience!

Chipembele Wildlife Trust

ZCP Applied Research - Camera Trap Checks
Thandi and Reuben from ZCP went out with the 
Chipembele conservation club students to download photos 
from the camera traps they installed in South Luangwa 
National Park. They also observed and recorded all of the 
animals they saw around the study area.
Photos by Isaac Mulenga Jr.

Frankfurt Zoological Society

Joint press release by the Zambia Department of 
National Parks and Wildlife, Save the Elephants and 
Frankfurt Zoological Society

Scout graduation, Kafue, Zambia. Photo: Ed Sayer/FZS
The recruits have been selected from the communities 
adjoining North Luangwa National Park. 

“We greatly welcome the reinforcement to the scout patrols, 
especially as recruiting North Luangwa residents is the 
result of efforts to reach out to and to engage with the 
local communities,” says Ed Sayer, Frankfurt Zoological 
Society’s project leader. “The National Park is providing jobs to local residents and local residents play a critical role in the 
protection of their ecosystem.” ...

The new scouts will be deployed to conduct foot-patrols in North Luangwa National Park to counter poaching. The best 
recruits will be selected to boost the manpower in the National Park’s advanced tactical Rhino and Elephant Protection 
Unit. ...



Conservation Lower Zambezi
In Memory: Fury

It is with great sadness that we report the death of Fury, our 
‘village pup’ (or Canis africanis) that came to us from one 
the local villages in May last year. CLZ had been training 
Fury to become a tracking/detection dog and to join the 
Lower Zambezi Dog Unit. Fury was doing really well and 
showed good potential, especially in her tracking abilities. 
Tragically, after a week of severe symptoms of paralysis in 
her hind legs, it was established that Fury had a worm in 
her spinal cord - a very rare but fatal condition. 
We would like to acknowledge Dr Liza Oparaocha at 
Showgrounds Vet and all involved who gave all their time 
and expertise free of charge. Fury will be sorely missed at 
CLZ and in the Lower Zambezi Dog Unit.

Zambia Development Agency

Zambia, Zimbabwe Host Conference to Boost Construction of Batoka Hydro Power Plant
In a bid to raise more than $4 billion to construct the Batoka hydro power plant, Zambia and Zimbabwe will jointly host an 
investment conference in Livingstone, later in March.
The two governments have already started mobilising funds for the project with road shows conducted in Paris, Beijing, 
Johannesburg, Harare and Lusaka in 2016. ...

ZIM-ZAM

ZIMBABWE



Painted Dog Foundation

A busy few days tracking down the BaNyayi and the Nyamandlovu packs 
in and around Hwange NP.
Peter was able to locate the BaNyayi and fi t a collar onto the alpha male, 
named Beetle. He was assisted by the ever enthusiastic Maria from our 
offi ce, who was worried about Peter driving deep into the bush on his own.
The collars of course assist us with monitoring the packs and the 
subsequent strategic deployment of our anti poaching units.
The signifi cance of the collars was underlined again when Peter caught 
up with the Nyamandlovu pack. A quick head count confi rmed all 16 dogs 
were present and then Peter turned his attention to the alpha female 
Socks. He recently fi tted protective collar was twisted at a strange angle 
and the damage visible on the back of the collar indicated that she had 
been in a snare. Without the collar she would have suffered terrible injuries 
if not death. Shocking to think as she is likely to be pregnant now, with her 
fi fth litter of pups. If she manages to raise this years litter successfully she 
will be without question the most successful alpha female we will have 
known. So our fi ngers are crossed for her.

It was a concerted effort to get Thembile into the rehab facility after being 
spotted trotting on three and disappearing into the thick bushes. The 
anti-poaching unit was called in, she had to be safe guarded, she had 
no chance with three legs,her pack gone to hunt,hoo calling late in the evening probably to regurgitate some food for 
her. She survived the night,brave and attempting to take baboon to stay alive, evidenced by canine scares on her chest. 
Brent Stapelkamp from Soft Foot Alliance got her down and the Vet had to amputate her foreleg now she survives to live 
another day.



Floods - Parks, roads all under water!
Ngami Times

The National Disaster Management Offi ce (NDMO) has advised the public to continue excising caution when using roads 
in and around the country as these might be affected by fl ooding.
As of Tuesday (February 21), the Lobatse to Gaborone road had been closed at the Nywaane Bridge as the bridge had 
collapsed and the police were also monitoring the situation.
The temporary route to Lobatse is now from Gaborone to Kanye.
The main road into Manxotae village in the Boteti had also been closed because of the fl oods.
On Monday, the Gweta-Maun road was declared closed due to excessive rain. A collapsed culvert on the Nata-
Francistown road caused long delays. Tourist vehicles were turned back at various points and many motorists spent 
nights at checkpoints near Nata. ...

BOTSWANA

Littering in Kasane
Daily News

Littering along the Chobe River is a serious concern to the tourism township’s leaders and the residents at large.  The 
waste materials, which are mostly plastic bags, tins and bottles, are doing harm to the tourism sector, which Kasane 
prides itself in.  In an interview, a representative from Botswana Guides Association (BOGA), Mr Mist Setaung said they 
had realised that since the river was next to the Water Front Mall, people bought food stuffs, and then leave the litter by 
the river bank after food consumption.

He said this refl ected badly on tourists who visited Kasane from different corners of the world and said through his 
Kasane sub-committee, they had also realised that there were some residents staying near the river, who threw litter into 
the river.  Mr Setaung condemned such acts and urged all Chobe residents to take good care of their river because it 
played a pivotal role in their lives. ...

NAMIBIA
Luderitz Marine Research

AND a SECOND ONE.... What is happening? Worrying... 
Another dead humpback whale ashore in southern Namibia! 
Again a young animal (11 m long female) found about 63 
km from the one reported 3 days ago (see previous post). 
This animal is not fresh, has lost all its pigmentation and 
has probably been lying on the beach (~ 70 km from the 
Orange River mouth) for about a week. Thank you again 
Liezl Maritz for reporting this! Very unusual (we normally get 
a report of a stranded humpback whale every other year 
along the entire Namibian coast, so two in the same region 
in 4 days is defi nitely out of the ordinary..). I hope this is 
not the start of a darker developing scenario like a mass 
mortality. A survey along the coast of Southern Namibia, 
could elucidate this.

G:  I know this is ‘only’ two whales beached on the Namibia 
coast but New Zealand saw hundreds of whales beached 
a month ago.  They are not sure why but researchers are 
thinking that it may possibly be caused by noise. 
From: http://www.montereyinstitute.org
In the oceans, where distances can be long and visibility can be short, many animal species rely on sound to 
communicate, navigate, and monitor their surroundings. The haunting cries and clicks of whales are both beautiful 
and vital to their survival. Using “songs” cetaceans can 
communicate with one another across several hundred 
kilometers of ocean. Whale sonar allows the animals to fi nd 
food, safely travel along irregular coastlines, and migrate to 
and from breeding and feeding grounds. Some whales uses 
bursts of loud noise to drive and confuse their prey.

These activities are becoming more and more diffi cult as 
manmade noise in the sea has increased dramatically. 
Ship traffi c, oil and gas exploration, scientifi c research 
activities, and the use of military sonar and communications 
equipment have caused an increase in ambient marine 
noise of two orders of magnitude in the last 60 years. ...



Fishing minister in rough waters
Informante

The decision of the Minster of Fisheries and Marine resources to set the total allowable catch on pilchards on 14 000 
tonnes for the next fi shing season has environmentalists up in arms and calling for a three year long moratorium to allow 
stocks to recover.

Despite the fact that the industry was able to catch less than 4 000 tons last year against a quota of some 14 000 tons, 
and that the scientists in the Ministry of Fisheries strongly advised that no quota should be allocated in 2017, Minister 
Bernardt Esau decided to “take a gamble” and issue a quota of 14 000 tons on his personal belief that the pilchards could 
have gone further out to sea. Esau is on record saying that it is not a gamble but stated that the decision was the result of 
sticking to sound scientifi c principles.

“I have been informed by advisors that the due to environmental changes and warmer water temperatures the pilchards 
have moved further offshore. It is a fact that the traditional hunting grounds for fi shermen do not have the pilchard 
biomass that everyone expects. They simply moved deeper into the ocean because of warmer water,” he said.
The Namibian Chamber of Environment (NCE) an umbrella Non-Governmental Organisation with a membership of 44 
environmental organisations, delivered sharp criticism on Esau’s decision and said it is raising its collective voice on the 
issues which it considers to be of national importance.

The NCE said in statement that the pilchard is one of Namibia’s most threatened species. It has declined to perhaps less 
than 1% of its former biomass. It is also a vital part of the marine food chain. Many important fi sh species feed on the 
pilchard.

“The resource should be the basis of a large and vibrant fi shing industry with good employment. It should also provide 
good quality, healthy, low-cost food to Namibians,” said Dr. Chris Brown, the head of NCE in his statement.
In the context of Namibia’s constitution and other international commitments, this is an unacceptable “gamble” with a 
critically important marine resource which underpins so many other components of Namibia’s marine ecosystem and 
biodiversity. Pilchards – once rebuilt – would be one of the most important fi sheries in Namibia.

According to NCE urgent measures are needed to promote the recovery of the pilchard stock. These should include 
a moratorium on fi shing which should include fi nes on bycatch until the stock has recovered to sustainable levels for 
at least three years as per the Namibian Constitution, rigorous scientifi c research, the implementation of agreed EAF 
management principles, the development of Marine Protected Areas, specifi cally to protect key spawning and nursery 
areas. ...

Elephant Poaching
New Era

The exchange of fi re between the anti-poaching unit of the Namibian Police Force and poachers in the Bwabwata 
National Park has become a regular occurrence, with four suspects killed in separate encounters of late.

Elephants in the park are primarily illegally hunted for their ivory. On March 5 an elephant was found dead with bullet 
wounds. However, poachers did not have enough time to remove the tusks due to the quick response by the anti-
poaching unit that quickly swung into action after hearing gunshots in the area.

Last month an elephant was found dead in the same area but without its tusks.
According to Deputy Commissioner William Peter, who is a silver commander but acting as a gold commander of the 
current Elephant Tusk Operation in Bwabwata National Park, and Kavango East and Zambezi regions, police have since 
September last year had fi ve encounters with poachers where gunfi re was exchanged. ...

Kwando Carnivore Project

Despite the wettest wet season in years, Coster and Luscious managed to complete the thirtieth lion-proof kraal for 2016 
in the Mudumu Complexes. There are now 79 lion-proof 
kraals in and around Mudumu and Nkasa Rupara National 
Parks. This project fi rst started in Balyerwa, Dzoti and 
Wuparo Conservancies that lie between the two parks, but 
during 2016 our focus area extended to include Mashi and 
Sobbe Conservancies that lie north and east of Mudumu 
NP. This work would not have been possible if it were not for 
our valued project partners National Geographic’s Big Cat 
Initiative, Panthera and IRDNC. The Mudumu Complexes 
are an excellent example of the challenges of conserving 
lions in small protected areas that are surrounded by human 
settlement and livestock. Lions need to move through 
these human-dominated landscapes in order to disperse 
to protected areas in neighbouring countries. These kraals 
have gone a long way to creating a safer environment for 
both lions and livestock, which is necessary for communities 
to tolerate the presence of lions. Currently there are fi ve 
lions dispersing from Mudumu National Park through the 
Mudumu North Complex conservancies.



SOUTH AFRICA

OTHER STUFF
New Zealand river granted same legal rights as human being
The UK Guardian

After 140 years of negotiation, Māori tribe wins recognition for Whanganui river, meaning it must be treated as a living 
entity

In a world-fi rst a New Zealand river has been granted the same legal rights as a human being.

The local Māori tribe of Whanganui in the north island has fought for the recognition of their river – the third-largest in New 
Zealand – as an ancestor for 140 years.

On Wednesday, hundreds of tribal representatives wept with joy when their bid to have their kin awarded legal status as a 
living entity was passed into law.

“The reason we have taken this approach is because we consider the river an ancestor and always have,” said Gerrard 
Albert, the lead negotiator for the Whanganui iwi [tribe].

“We have fought to fi nd an 
approximation in law so that all 
others can understand that from 
our perspective treating the river as 
a living entity is the correct way to 
approach it, as in indivisible whole, 
instead of the traditional model for 
the last 100 years of treating it from 
a perspective of ownership and 
management.”

The new status of the river means 
if someone abused or harmed it 
the law now sees no differentiation 
between harming the tribe or 
harming the river because they are 
one and the same. ...

Barberton Nature Reserve case won!
With more than 10 years of commitment, the Mpumalanga 
Tourism and Parks Agency and partners have won the 
Barberton Mines Appeal case. ‘The Court set aside an order 
of the North Gauteng High Court interdicting the MTPA from 
interfering with the prospecting activities of Barberton Mines 
within the Barberton Nature Reserve.
‘The Court found that the Barberton Nature Reserve, 
which had been established in 1985 was indeed 
a nature reserve and was a protected area as 
contemplated under the Protected Areas Act, which 
means that mining is not permitted.’
According to Barberton Mountainlands’ representative, 
Nico Oosthuizen, this also means that ‘the second case 
by Vantage Goldfi elds that was suspended pending this 
outcome is history’.

Map from From Mountainlands



THE SMILE

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.40

P10.20

Nam$12.75

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

17°C (63)  30°C (86)

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

Having had a week or so of dry weather, it has started 
drizzling again this morning.  


