
Dear All

Lochinvar NP looking across Chunga Lagoon.  Picture taken in 2013 ... 

Lusaka Times
The Livingstone City Council says the continuous heavy downpour in the area have caused damage to various 
infrastructure in the city.
And the local authority is consequently appealing to Central government to come to its aid to mitigate further damage to 
infrastructure in the tourist capital.
Livingstone City Council Director Engineering Fred Mukuka said in an interview yesterday that the heavy downpour being 
experienced in the tourist capital since January 2017, has caused extensive damage to roads, bridges, houses and 
fences in residential areas.
He explained that lack of culverts; drainage systems in areas like Dambwa and blocked drainages were major 
contributors to the damage on infrastructure.
Mr. Mukuka further explained that inadequate equipment hindered the council’s efforts to rehabilitate some roads.

Drainages, gravelling and compacting affected roads, fi lling gullies with rubble; building culverts and drifts on roads are 
some of the urgent measures that need to be implemented to prevent the current situation from deteriorating, he said.

G:  We had some new roads in 2013 prior to the UNWTO.  Kombe Drive was one of these.  It had huge drains 
constructed along one side which channelled the vast 
amounts of rainwater which comes down during a storm.  
After one year of rains, parts of this drain were blocked with 
sand.  It remains in the same condition today.  All it needed 
was some casual workers, a few shovels and a small truck 
to cart away the sand.  But we have not done it in 3 years.   
I am sure that Council will say that they did not have the 
money to pay casuals but we had an army of casuals 
sweeping the main road for a long time during that period.  
It is a case of priorities, I suppose.  

LIVINGSTONE



Blue Lagoon and Lochinvar

I was reading an article on the Kafue River Trust website 
the other day and it was stating that the government was 
considering linking Lochinvar and Blue Lagoon by extending 
the parks into the GMA.  It struck me as such a great idea 
that I was enticed to draw a map to see the dynamics of 
such a project.  

Blue Lagoon was sold to the government in 1976.  It was 
made a training area for the Ministry of Defence and then 
handed over to Ministry of Wildlife.  There is so little on the 
internet.  Zambia Tourism describes it thus: 
This Park is an undiscovered gem. The vast plains are 
spectacular in the dry season and transform completely 
from a dry grass fl atland to a watery wonderland in the wet 
season, as the fl ats fi ll with water and the migratory birds 
arrive from far and wide. ...
I have never been there ... and neither have many people.  
It is in the same state as Lochinvar – largely neglected and 
unloved.  I know that birders love it.  That is about all ... 

Lochinvar, as we know, is also almost abandoned.  The 
Chunga Lagoon is a magnet for fi shermen who come there 
via the GMA to fi sh.  I have seen their fi shing camp on the 
edge of the lagoon and it is not nice.  The people are making a 
subsistence living; their homes are made of grass, there are no 
facilities ... ablutions done wherever convenient.  There is no 
tourist camp nearby.  

The distance between the two parks is 50 km as the crow fl ies, 
but twice that if you take a boat along the main channel of the 
Kafue River.  The area in green on the map is Kafue GMA.  All the 
area around both parks except for the fl oodplain itself is crammed 
full of subsistence farmers.  GMAs, as we know, are owned by the 
community but administered by the government.  The community 
members have slowly moved further and further into the GMA and 
now cover large parts of it.  I doubt that the community has seen 
any benefi ts from living in the GMA so we can only assume that 
they would resist any move by government to alienate more of 
their land to a park.  
There are other problems too.  The environment developed 
because of the annual fl ooding of the river during the rains.  Now 
that we have Itezh-Tezhi dam upstream, the fl ow of the river is 
regulated.   This is having disastrous effects on the environment.  
There is also the issue of an invasive plant, mimosa pigra which 
is colonising the land around the lagoon and reducing the feeding 
area for the lechwe.  

Having said that, it seems to me that, if we are to protect the 
wildlife and the river, government has to go ahead with its plan.  It 
will take deep pockets to make it commercially viable as a tourist 

destination but one that could be outstanding given time and the 
right infrastructure.  Can you imagine going on a houseboat (if 
that is possible) between the two parks along the Kafue River, 
spending a night listening to the splashing of the sitatunga and 
Kafue lechwe as they run across the fl oodplain?  Magic.  

ZAMBIA

Having a bath in the lagoon - this is the fi shermen’s 
landing site inside the park

Kafue fl ats is a Ramsar site because of its importance 
for waterbirds.  Here are some crowned cranes and 
Egyptian geese

Kafue lechwe



Work Permit Review
Lusaka Times

Government has with immediate suspended extension of conditional work permits until the system was re-organised to 
eliminate abuse.
Home Affairs Minister Stephen Kampyongo says work permits given to expatriates were brought in by investors to train 
Zambians hence the halt. ...

G: Getting a work permit in Zambia is incredibly complicated as it is.  Most people use consultants to apply to the 
Immigration Department.  I can understand that there has to be concern over some work permits in Zambia but surely 
the majority are fi ne.  Why do we need to penalise the many for the crimes of the few?  Yes, it would be the ultimate aim 
of Zambians to take over the jobs of expats, but I would hazard to guess that the employment of one expat has led to 
increased employment of Zambians.  I think we can call this ruling a bit of a Trumpism.  

Research on Poaching

G: This is from the Lusaka Times about a recent survey on poaching around Kafue National Park.  Maybe the creation of 
a few jobs might help.  ...

Research fi ndings on illegal game hunting and bushmeat trade by the Department of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW) 
reveal that there was an estimated number of 4,000 to 6,000 poachers from households situated in the GMAs around 
Kafue National Park.
Most of the bushmeat from poaching is sold out of the area as people interviewed indicated that 85 per cent of their food 
supplies was sourced from crops and not wildlife.

73 per cent of poachers use military fi rearms while 13 per cent used wire snares. It had been established that poachers 
access of fi rearms both legally and illegally. ...

Environment in Eastern Zambia
Lusaka Times

GOVERNMENT has said it would not tolerate the losing of Luangwa Valley ecosystem as it habours the most famous 
South Luangwa National Park which contributes largely to tourism sector that was helping improving the economy of the 
country.
Eastern Province Permanent Secretary Chanda Kasolo said at the Seventh Round table meeting held at Luangwa Lodge 
in Chipata  that Lundazi National Forest acts as a buffer to the South Luangwa National Park, North Luangwa, and 
Luembe National Park.
Mr Kasolo said in a speech read on his behalf by Assistant Secretary Royd Tembo that he was reliably informed that 
Lundazi National Forest is being lost through encroachment.
”We have also seen the Mphomwa Forest go leaving the mountains bare.We cannot afford to sit back and watch,” he 
said.
He said the environmental threats were many ranging from deforestation, unsustainable charcoal production, 
unsustainable farming practices, illegal timber harvesting, poaching, and encroachment in the protected areas.
Mr Kasolo said if not checked and without sustainable livelihoods, it would lead to total deforestation and depletion of 
wildlife resources.
He said it was his expectation to enhance efforts in coordinating sustainable environmental management programmes in 
mitigating the environmental challenges.
Mr Kasolo said Government alone cannot address the challenges stating that it needs  full collaboration with stakeholders 
in the private sector and the communities at large.
He also said climate change was real and If stakeholders just talk without action, the vision to have Eastern Province 
with an improved framework that would involve all structures from household level to the provincial level with sustainable 
livelihoods that would contribute to a healthy Luangwa Valley ecosystem will not be realised.



Mukambi, Kafue NP

For 14 years Basil, Mukambi’s house hippo, made it clear 
to humans and animals alike that Mukambi Safari Lodge 
was his territory. He paraded around the bar, investigated 
the meals in the dining area, grazed among the chalets 
and luxury tents and took in the rays, cooling off in the 
Kafue next to our jetty. We are sorry to announce to all his 
dedicated followers that Basil passed away recently. 

We suspect it was his fi erce defense of his territory against 
other local hippos that may have fi nally got the best of 
him. Please do share any memories and photos of Basil 
from visits to Mukambi, so we can all remember him, as he 
deserves. A legend will always be remembered.

Zambia Carnivore Programme

Thandiwe Mweetwa (L) instructs Mercy Njovu on wild 
dog immobilization procedures as part of ZCP’s Women 
in Wildlife Conservation Programme aimed at providing 
opportunities, training and employment for Zambian women 
to pursue careers in conservation. Mercy has already 
completed a Vet Training Programme with ZCP/CSL vet Dr. 
Sichande and expects to attend vet school in late 2018.

A Correction

In the last issue I put in an article from the Zambia Watchdog about locusts breeding in Kafue Gorge.  Having been 
listening to many stories these days about writers checking their information before a ‘copy and paste’, I suppose I should 
have been wary.   I had my knuckles rapped by a reader:

I have a comment on your Locust article: nice picture but of course that is not Red Locust (which is from the Family 
Acrididae: Nomadacris septemfasciata), but it is a grasshopper (referred to in Southern Africa as the Foam grasshoppers, 
lubber grasshoppers), and is from a different family-the Pyrgomorphidae,  indeed looking very like Phymateus 
morbillosus, the Common Milkweed Locust (it is not strictly a “locust”).
There were some 39 different species from this family recognised in 2002 (ref: Picker, Griffi ths and Weaving, p 94 Fig 4:-
2002: Insects of South Africa, Struik: ISBN 1 86872713 0). Typically brightly coloured warning colours, and they produce a 
nasty foamy secretion when threatened.

Never mind, your photo was indeed very red!!±!



President Lungu in Kasane
Lusaka Times

President Lungu has arrived in Kasane, Botswana, for a two day working visit. The presidential Challenger plane touched 
down at Kasane airport at 15.27 hours.  President Lungu was received by his Botswana counterpart Ian Khama.

The president was immediately driven to Chobe Game Lodge located in the Chobe National Park, about 45 minute drive 
from Kasane town.  The president who is in Botswana for the Kazungula bridge project site visit is this evening expected 
to attend a dinner hosted in his honour by President Khama.

G: I hope our president will also quiz Ian Khama on how Botswana has made their tourism industry so successful.  

New Airline
Newsday

...  Rainbow Airlines, a wholly-owned local airline, was offi cially launched yesterday with a fl ight on the Harare-Victoria 
Falls route.

Rainbow Airlines CEO, Ed Berry told NewsDay that the costs might be huge and that they would not go the low cost way 
to avoid closing down.

“We are not going the low cost way. We feel that we are going to price ourselves lower than the most expensive airlines 
that are coming in, so we are still reasonably priced. We have a smaller aircraft, which is a 50 seater CRJ and that means 
we are hoping to have fuller loads and start doing more frequent fl ights to destinations unlike what the other airlines do,” 
he said. ...

ZIMBABWE

KARIBA - ZEBRA FAMILIES INCREASING – JANUARY 2017

PLEASE BE VERY CAREFUL WHEN DRIVING AROUND 
KARIBA!

Our resident zebra herds have had their babies and some 
of these youngsters have taken to having a midday nap on 
the nice cool sand by the side of the road!

They have also been seen dashing across the main road 
after their siblings.
 



Elephants without Borders

To this little warthog, a small intervention has made the 
difference between life and death. The wire snare had been 
caught around his snout, so could not eat. Luckily, with 
a quick response... he’s a happy grazer now! Elephants 
Without Borders Mike McMillan Nature Fund

BOTSWANA



INTERNATIONAL COALITION OF RHINO PROTECTION 
SOUTH AFRICA/MOZAMBIQUE

International Coalition of Rhino Protection is a registered charity organization. ICORP was founded to stand in the gap 
for the conservation and protection of wildlife in Southern Africa, particularly rhino, elephant and big cats.  Ensuring that 
the men and women on the front lines risking their lives daily, receive the highest form of support through equipment 
and gear. Engaging with their families, approaching them 
in a dignifi ed and meaningful manner. Identifying their 
needs through continuous and open discussions with their 
respective community elders.

We are a committed group of people, with members who 
have been and still are on the front lines, have been in law 
enforcement, done patrols, laid in ambushes, arrested and 
convicted poaching syndicates, involved with complex and 
dangerous investigations and still involved in collecting 
intel. Our members are highly skilled in dealing with wildlife 
crimes and illegal hunting practices, while others are 
involved with wildlife art, and public relations, education 
and wildlife research, all professionals in their own right 
making a strong and dedicated ICORP team of members, 
all volunteers, to assist with operations, Public relations, 
fundraising, projects, volunteers and accounting.

Latest News
ICORP Expands

People associate ICORP with Mozambique as that is where we started out and where we to date have made major in-
roads into protection of the rhino, elephant, and wildlife in general.

Over time we have alluded to our expansion, and we are proud to be able to inform the public that we are now going into 
Namibia to be of assistance there too. This will not affect our continued work and commitment in Mozambique, rather we 
see it as enhancing our efforts going forward. ...

NAMIBIA

Poachers in Kavango East
The Namibian

THREE suspects were arrested on Tuesday evening at Tjova village in Kavango East after being found in possession of 
13 elephant tusks by a joint police and ministry of environment patrol.
Police spokesperson Kauna Shikwambi yesterday said police arrested a Namibian and two Angolans, aged 27, 42 and 
50, respectively, during an intelligence-led investigation. 

Shikwambi said there were fi ve suspects, but two of them managed to escape. She also said the two Angolan suspects 
were not in possession of valid documentation allowing them to be in the country and one of them was in possession of 
fake N$100 notes. ...



Roger Gower Memorial Fund

The family of a British pilot who was shot dead by poachers in Serengeti early last year is planning to raise £1 million 
(Sh2.7 billion) to build a new secondary school in Manyara 
Region.

The pilot, Roger Gower, 37, who was tracking poachers, 
who had killed three elephants near the Serengeti National 
Park, died after the poachers opened fi re on 29 January last 
year.

Roger’s family have marked the one-year anniversary of his 
death by launching a charity, called ‘Born to Fly’, aimed at 
promoting education and conservation in Africa to help curb 
elephant poaching across the continent.

A memorial fund that was set up after the pilot’s death 
raised £250,000 (Sh675,000), which is being put towards 
building basic amenities, including the only toilets for a school of 200 pupils in Kipsing, Kenya ...

Donkeys in Demand

According to several sources, there is a growing demand in Chinese markets for donkey pelts, and some rural areas in 
Africa are reportedly being stripped of free-roaming donkeys to feed the demand. ...

In some African countries the exporting of donkey pelts to China has led to local scarcity and driven up the price of 
donkeys, making them too expensive for many rural villagers. As a result, countries such as Niger and Burkina Faso 
have banned donkey exports, although some countries are considering formalising donkey product exports as a lucrative 
industry. 

In South Africa, the National Council of Societies for the Prevention of Cruelty against Animals (NSPCA) is investigating 
cases of cruelty, with donkeys being rounded up and kept in appalling circumstances, often leading to them being weak 
and emaciated – before being bludgeoned to death and skinned. The NSPCA’s Mpho Mokoena: “People are using a 
hammer to hit them. When they fall down, they don’t even wait to see if the donkey is dead and just start skinning it.”

Donkey hides are boiled to produce a gelatine that is said to have anti-ageing properties‚ used to combat insomnia, 
bleeding, dizziness and aid in improving blood circulation. ...

TANZANIA

OTHER STUFF

Drug Resistant Malaria

There has been quite a bit in the news recently about drug-resistant malaria.  It was found in two cases of African visitors 
to UK.  They had malaria, were treated, got better but then the malaria came back.  As there is no malaria in UK, the doc-
tors knew that they had met a new malaria which is now resistant to Artemisinin, the drug we all use these days.  



Have a good two weeks 

Gill
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