
Dear All

This issue is mostly about weather and rain - we have had lots of rain ...

From Facebook

Livingstonians this disgrace is the Maramba River at Linda 
this morning. Thousands upon thousands of plastics being 
held back by the water hyacinths. And the photos don’t really 
show the extent of it. The Maramba fl ows into the Zambezi 
and I fear if this isn’t cleaned up soon all of this is going 
to crash over the falls and eventually out to sea. We need 
to clean up this pollution. Can any one help? How can we 
clean this mess up before it washes down stream?

G: But, in Kitwe the Mayor, Christopher Kang’ombe, is all 
over social media for his work to clean up his town.  I have 
put a short video on the email with Christopher in the drains 
with a shovel, urging on his workforce.  Well done.  

LIVINGSTONE



Cremation or Burial

I know that our tradition is to bury but 
our cemeteries are becoming barren 
landscapes full of tombstones and the 
home of mad people and theives.  They 
are getting bigger by the day ...

I was so pleased to see this article 
where a discussion has been started 
about the pros and cons of cremation. 
It does need to be talked about as an 
alternative.  
 

World Rowing

The World Rowing Federation (FISA), the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the IHE Institute for Water Education 
have announced their agreement to work together to develop and deliver the education & research components of the 
Kafue River & Rowing Centre (KRRC) and its sustainable operation in the future.

The KRRC will be an innovative, multi-purpose water research and rowing centre located on the Kafue River, south of 
Lusaka, the Zambian capital. It will enhance conservation expertise on the Kafue River, which is part of the Zambezi 
River Basin - a WWF global priority area -  and will be used daily by school children, university students, rowing club 
members, researchers, conservationists as well as business and government stakeholders, international visitors and local 
communities.

At a local level, IHE’s involvement will stimulate school programmes to increase awareness of water and ecosystem 
health among citizens. At a wider level the education component will include high-quality academic programmes at 
the MSc and PhD levels, as well as specifi c training courses to fi t the needs of the region’s stakeholders and position 
the Centre internationally.   Data will be available and free to use through a state-of-the art data server. This will draw 
international researchers to the Centre. ...

ZAMBIA



Zambian Watchdog

The International Red Locust Control Board for Central 
and Southern Africa – IRLCBSA has warned of a 
devastating swarm of Red locusts that are currently 
breeding in the Kafue Gorge area and has potential 
to cause serious crop damage that may lead to acute 
hunger in the nation if government doesn’t put in serious 
intervention.

Mukambi Lodge, Kafue

Despite it being the rainy season, our sightings are still excellent this time of year! Here are a few from the past few days.
Photo credit: Ntang’a



Robin Pope, Luangwa

Conservation South Luangwa

We’ve had a couple reports over the years of snared 
zebra’s but they are typically skittish and hard to approach 
when injured. We fi nally managed this one this morning. 
Very bad snare wound but it should heal and his body 
condition was good. Many thanks to Lameck from Marula 
for reporting him and staying with him.

Kasabushi Camp

We were so excited to spot a ‘Kasabushi’ in the Mungasiya 
River on our way back from Lake Itezhi-Tezhi today. Our 
fi rst ever sighting of a Cape Clawless Otter was six years 
ago when we were exploring our planned site for the fi rst 
time. ‘Kasabushi’ is the Kaonde word for an otter and 
became our treasured camp name, mascot and logo.



Friends of Mana Pools

Rainfall recording of today 20/01/17 is 22mm and 
cumulative this season is 335mm. All game drive roads 
are not passable and the access road from the A!, divided 
into two; A1 to Nyakasikana is passable with some parts 
slippery, Nyakasikana to mana Offi ce, very trick to drive on, 
4x4s with high clearance recommended, even so, off road 
experience and careful driving is highly needed. We also 
urge also clients wishing to visit Mana this time of season to 
be at Marongora earlier than 1500hrs and from there check 
with us whether they can proceed without experiencing 
diffi culties. WE WILL NOT ALLOW CLIENTS TO PROCEED 
TO MANA IF AND ONLY IF WE THINK THE CONDITIONS 
ARE TOO RISK TO DRIVE ALONG THE ACCESS ROAD.

ZIMBABWE

Kariba Animal Welfare Trust
PAY ATTENTION WHEN DRIVING MAKUTI KARIBA ROAD 
AND WITHIN THE KARIBA AREA KEEP OUR WILDLIFE SAFE 
AND ALIVE !!!

From a frequent visitor to Kariba.
Tuesday 10th January. We were driving up to Kariba and just 
after 5pm at approx. the 23 km peg on the Makuti/Kariba road 
we came head to head with a huge grey/black male lion walking 
towards us down the middle of the road.
It was really tricky trying to avoid him. He was not fussed at all 
– he just wondered on passing our car. See some photos we 
managed to take after we got over the shock!
This is just a message to warn motorists to look out for animals 
especially now the bush is so thick, and in particular lion in that 
area.

IMPALA
Our herds are multiplying signifi cantly.  People cannot 
understand why we get so excited when we see Impala !!!
20 years ago we had huge herds of Impala and a lot of them 
moved around Kariba town itself.
Poaching soon put pay to that.
With the continual removal of snares by our patrols and 
continuous patrolling by Parks and Wildlife, the last 6 years has 
shown huge improvements and this season even more so.
Our patrols and residents have recently reported herds of 20s, 
40s, 60s, 100s and +100.
Some of them just male herds, some all female and some 
females with their wee ones.
So YES, we get VERY EXCITED when we see Impala and 
even more so when seen closer to Kariba town BUT we need 
to keep on the snare patrols and remain vigilant when seeing 
people moving in the bush as they are more than likely setting 
snares or hunting with domestic dog packs.

WATERBUCK
Due to the low level of the lake, the vast shoreline has helped 
for the movement of wildlife as well as the increase in numbers. 
Of course the daily snare sweeps has over the years also assisted in the “growing back” of our wildlife.

On a search for an Elephant last year in August with Drs Keith Dutlow and Lisa Marabini we found 30+ Waterbuck on the 
shoreline between Nyanyana and Chawara. Nearly falling out the vehicle with excitement at the numbers, we managed to 
snap these photos below from a distance.



Bhejane Trust

Parks rangers from Marangora in the Lower Zambezi Valley yesterday had 
a contact with three Zambians in the Hurungwe area and managed to kill 
one and recover a .458 rifl e with 15 rounds, plus various kit. The other two 
poachers escaped back to Zambia

News24 Correspondent
Hwange - Poachers in Zimbabwe are getting more daring: two were shot 
dead right near Hwange Main Camp, a top spot for bush-loving tourists, 
according to the state Parks and Wildlife Management Authority.

Police and rangers reacted to gunshots heard at the camp on Tuesday 
morning.  ...  

“Our rangers, working together with the Zimbabwe Republic Police, have 
shot and killed two Zimbabwean poachers during a contact at Hwange 
National Park. They reacted to gunshot sounds at the main camp in 
the morning,” said Zimparks spokesperson Caroline Washaya-Moyo 
in a statement. She said that three pairs of elephant tusks, a rifl e and 
ammunition were recovered from the dead poachers.

The independent Bhejane Trust, which operates in Hwange, said that the two poachers had just shot an elephant. “Hats 
off to the rangers operating under these extremely tough conditions,” the trust said in an online update. The elephant is 
understood to have been an adult bull.  ...

Matusadona Anti-Poaching

Whilst on patrol yesterday our team were fortunate enough to view this wa-
terspout outside the Sanyati Gorge. Whilst fairly common at this time of the 
year it is a rare opportunity to catch one on camera.

Birchenough bridge today highest water level since 1980

The Birchenough Bridge (for those who don’t know) is about 
120 km south of Mutare in Eastern Zimbabwe and goes 
over the Save (Sabi) River.  It was built in 1935.  

From Rhodesia Heritage:
THE magnifi cent bridge spanning the Sabi River, a gift to 
the Public of Southern Rhodesia from the funds of the Beit 
Trust has, at the request of the people of Rhodesia, been 
named “ THE BIRCHENOUGH BRIDGE” in recognition of 

the services given to the country by Sir Henry Birchenough, 
Bart., G.C.M.G., the Chairman of the Beit Railway Trust and 
President of the British South Africa Company. Portraits in 
bronze of Sir Henry Birchenough, by Mr. Sydney Kendrick, 
and inscription panels in bronze have been inserted in the 
east and west abutments. 



Raptors Botswana

This chappie was just recovered by the VulPro team in South Africa 
after being injured in barbed wire fencing in the Griekwastad area of the 
Northern Cape. This bird was tagged by Raptors Botswana back in early 
2013 and has evaded being seen since! Although the circumstances 
are far from ideal, it’s great to know he’s still around and not far from 
his original tagging location in the Kgalagadi NP. Wishing him a speedy 
recovery and release! Thanks VulPro!

Rhino Conservation Botswana

We are delighted to announce that Prince Harry has agreed 
to become Rhino Conservation Botswana’s new Patron. 
The announcement comes after Prince Harry visited 
Botswana last September, where he joined an operation 
to fi t electronic tracking devices to critically endangered 
black rhinos, which had been translocated to the Okavango 
Delta. Read the full news story on our website at http://www.
rhinoconservationbotswana.com/news/

From Rhinos without Borders
Set up with responsible conservation in mind, Rhinos 
Without Borders has a daily monitoring programme in place 
to keep a close eye on the health and safety of the rhino 
that the project has translocated from high risk areas in 
South Africa to the relative safety of Botswana.

Spearheaded by conservation-minded travel companies andBeyond and Great Plains Conservation, the project aims to 
translocate 100 rhino from South Africa, where the animals are currently being poached at the rate of one every seven 
hours. Set up in 2014, the project has already successfully moved 25 rhino to Botswana, where a strong monitoring 
element has been required in support of the comprehensive security provided by Botswana’s Department of Wildlife and 
National Parks (DWNP). ...

BOTSWANA



The Namibian

THE environment ministry might in future request police 
assistance to expel illegal overnighters from Swakopmund 
beaches, and impose fi nes for littering.
The decision to call on police follows a ban on overnighting 
at the beaches from 2015 because holidaymakers leave 
waste and damage the ecosystems of Long Beach and Mile 
4.

NAMIBIA

Lüderitz Marine Research

Something which I meant to post in Nov 2016 already: 
During the week of 3-8 October 2016 Namibian island staff 
reported mass mortalities of adult gannets on Ichaboe, 
Mercury and Possession Islands, shortly after the birds 
returned from their offshore feeding grounds. Most of the 
mortalities occurred on Ichaboe Island and by the end of 
this event around 8 October, the total number of dead adult 
gannets were 192 on Ichaboe Island, 16 on Mercury Island, 
2 (possibly 3) on Possession Island and 2 around Luderitz. 
Eight of the dead gannets on Mercury had rings, and as 
these birds were rung on Mercury Island when they were 
chicks during 1997 to 2005, it means their ages at death 
ranged from 10 to 19 years. Results from a post mortem 
dissection of four birds by a vet in Walvisbay showed signs 
of renal failure in the birds, which is indicative of toxin 
ingestion. The dying birds were described by the island 
headmen as looking tired, no struggling, seemingly without 
energy, laying down to die with wings slightly opened, or, 
as in the case of one bird still on the water, simply lowering 
its head until it was submerged in the water, and drowned, 
without any struggling. The symptoms of the dying birds 
indicated paralytic shellfi sh poisoning (PSP), and as 
environmental surveys on 27 September and 21 October 
showed the presence of Alexandrium catenella off Lüderitz 
(at 5 and 10 nm from shore on 27 September, and at 20-40 
nm from shore on 21 October), the circumstantial evidence 
thus far points to PSP as the reason for the deaths. A 
colleague at NATMIRC in Swakopmund managed to extract 
the supernatant from the livers of four of these birds, and 
these we hope will soon be analysed to confi rm whether 
saxitoxins (the toxin in Alexandrium cells that causes PSP) 
was indeed present in the birds’ tissue. Virtually all the dead 
birds that were dissected had empty stomachs, thus at 
this stage we still have no idea what they were feeding on 
shortly before they died. Furthermore, the Ichaboe Island headman, T. Delport, observed that breeding success seems to 
have been negatively affected amongst many of the birds that did survive this event, with very little egg laying activity at 
the start of this breeding season, compared to the same time last year. We also have no idea how many birds died at sea, 
before they reached the breeding colonies on the islands. According to literature published on similar events elsewhere in 
the world, seabirds exposed to these type of toxins tend to vomit their stomach contents out and the breeding success of 
surviving birds are compromised for one or more breeding seasons. (Photo’s of dead gannets by Tony Delport at Ichaboe 
Island)



Ryazanovka

The Namibian

THE Namibia Ports Authority (Namport) and the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources said the Russian fi shing ves-
sel, Ryazanovka, at the port of Walvis Bay is not in Namibia to catch live mammals.  ...

Over the past two months, speculation was rife in local 
newspapers that the vessel is catching live mammals such 
as seals, dolphins and sharks for export to the Chinese 
market without a permit.  Concerns were last month also 
stoked when big nets normally used to catch mammals 
were spotted aboard the vessel.

Approached for comment, Mwenyo said the vessel came to 
the port of Walvis Bay for repairs, and has for the past four 
months been at Anchorage No 2, waiting for space in the 
harbour.
“Port control is permanently monitoring the position of the 
vessel visually and by radar,” he stated.
Mwenyo said the nets will be discharged ashore before the 
commencement of repairs.

He confi rmed that the trawler was used to catch live mammals elsewhere, which is why it has such equipment, but it 
never caught anything in Namibian waters. ...

Comment by Nambia Wildlife Foundation: whaat this sounds very fi shy ...

Joy Digital

A giant earth crack has been spotted in Northern Cape along the R31 between Daniëlskuil and Kuruman in South Africa.
The road has been closed down. According to residents, the fi ssure is getting worse and expanding every single minute!

SOUTH AFRICA



Born Free

Mugaruka, son of world-renowned silverback Mushamuka, 
who famously featured on a DRC bank note, was tragically 
killed by poachers in 1997. His son Mugaruka was only 
four when he lost his hand in a snare (just two days after 
this photo was taken), and just 13 when he had to become 
responsible for his father’s large family.

Based in Kahuzi Biega National Park, our extremely rare 
Eastern Lowland gorilla Mugaruka and his family are all 
kept safe from poachers with funds raised by our gorilla 
adoption. Thank you to everyone for supporting these ma-
jestic great apes! 

DRC

UGANDA
He had hit a jackpot but it seems his ‘40 days’ had hit the 
mark. Despite attempts to bribe his way out of the horns of 
police, syndicate leader Gakou Fodie is now behind bars af-
ter he was nabbed by the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) 
security and surveillance team.

The suspected mastermind of illegal trade in pangolin was 
nabbed with 6 tons of Pangolins estimated in millions of dol-
lars destined to the Asian Black market.



Have a good two weeks 

Gill

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.85

P10.48

Nam$13.55

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

21°C (70)  30°C (86)

THE SMILE


