
Dear All

The Victoria Falls at their best.  

Army Worms
ZNBC

Army worms have invaded and destroyed some maize 
fi elds in Livingstone.  And Acting Livingstone District 
Commissioner, Harriet Kawina has confi rmed the presence 
of army worms in the area.

G: Army worms are caterpillars.  The moth lays its eggs on 
the plant and they hatch into caterpillars which devour vast 
amounts of any plant.  After about 10 days they pupate.  
However the moths can be very prolifi c and lay eggs 
several times during the season.  

Comment on Facebook:
They tried to idiot proof the lamp post by putting three more 
posts to protect it
Some idiot still managed to take out all of them and the tree 
too.

LIVINGSTONE



Batoka Dam
Lusaka Times

Zambia will next month hold a High Level Regional Investment Conference to mobilise resources for the Batoka Gorge 
Hydro Electric Power Scheme which is estimated to cost US$ 6 Billion and produce 2, 400 Mega Watts to be shared 
equally between Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Zambia’s Finance Minister Felix Mutati has disclosed that among the speakers at the Batoka Regional Investment 
Conference will be The President of The African Development Bank, Dr. Akinwumi Adesina. ... 

According to the statement released to the media by Head of Public relations at the Ministry of Finance, Chileshe 
Kandeta, the conference will also attract Multilateral Development Financial Institutions (DFI’s), Bilateral Cooperating 
Partners and Local, Regional and Multinational Private Sector Organisations – with a view of marketing the fi nancing 
requirements of the Batoka Gorge Hydro Electric Power Scheme through the Independent Power Producer Arrangement 
(IPPA).  ...

G:  Meanwhile the Environmental Impact Assessment has still not been completed ...  
And, it would seem that the rest of the world is turning against dams.  I have reproduced an article in the UK Guardian 
called: Dams be damned, let the world’s rivers fl ow again.  It is in Other Stuff

Ndola – Solwezi Flights
Aviation Tribune

Profl ight, Zambia’s leading scheduled airline, will connect two of nation’s leading economic powerhouses starting from 
this month.

From January 16, 2017, the airline will add a direct fl ight three times a week between Ndola and Solwezi, providing 
convenient travel between the Copperbelt business hub and the North-Western Province mining centre. The new direct 
route will attract more investment in the mining sector and bring to life the tourism industry in North-Western province, 
said the airline. ...

New Visitor’s Map for Lusaka National Park

Have you visited Lusaka National Park and missed seeing the rhinos because you got lost, or eaten your picnic in the 
car because you couldn’t fi nd the picnic site? Even though 
our City Park is only about 11 km long by 5 km wide, we 
realised that visitors were in need of a map to help guide 
them around the Park.

So, the Lusaka HWPO Conservation & Education 
Awareness Unit, alongside the Wildlife Producers 
Association of Zambia, decided to produce a simple to 
use, visitor’s map. We drove around the Park, checking 
all the roads and waterholes, spotting lots of wildlife and 
birds along the way; found out about the history of the 
Park; and, made sure that we understood the Park’s Rules 
& Regulations! The map also has photos of some of the 
wildlife you can fi nd on your day safari.

Fresh off the press, the new map was delivered to our 
DNPW colleagues this morning, just in time for their 
Christmas visitors, and it is now available at the Main Gate 
when you enter the Park.

The HWPOs would like to especially thank the Wildlife Producers Association of Zambia for generously sponsoring the 
printing of 1,000 copies of the Visitor’s Map. We understand there will be a small fee for the map, but all the money 
generated will go directly back into Park projects. We would also like to thank our DNPW colleagues for providing all the 
information and for also letting us get lost in the Park, so that you don’t!

ZAMBIA



Norman Carr Safaris

When the Norman Carr Safaris team at Nsolo Camp in Zambia’s South Luangwa National Park found this little warthog, 
she was alone, weak and disorientated. She had wandered into camp and was hanging around the Nsolo dining area. 
The team watched and waited for her mother to turn up. Unfortunately, after a few hours it was clear she had been 
orphaned.

As hard as it is, with animals in the wild we try not to get involved unless there has been human intervention, such 
as an animal caught in a snare or other extraordinary 
circumstances. In this case, the team couldn’t just leave 
her lying in the sun right in the middle of camp. So, with 
permission from the Zambian Department of National Parks 
& Wildlife, the team gave her some milk and moved her to 
the shade, ready to ‘medi-vac’ her out and into the waiting 
arms of Chipembele.

Chipembele Wildlife Education Trust, are a company that 
Norman Carr Safaris supports through a donation from 
every bednight. They do a great job of educating children 
in local Mfuwe village about wildlife and conservation, and 
rehabilitating orphaned animals, such as the now famous 
Douglas the hippo, who still gets fed at Chipembele after 
spending time in the Luangwa River with a local wild hippo 
pod.

We named the little girl, Nsolo, and kept in close contact 
with Chipembele founders Anna and Steve, to see how 
she was doing. The fi rst weekend had us worried as she wasn’t interacting as she should and also not suckling freely. 
Anna and Steve were able to give her some ORS (oral rehydration salts) and milk but she was very quiet and not moving 
except to take the liquid.

A few days later we all breathed a sigh of relief as she became more lively, even jumping out of her crate and cuddling 
on the sofa with Steve and Anna as they watched TV at night. “Warthogs are very affectionate and babies need lots of 
contact,” explained Anna.
Joined by Winnie, another rescued warthog from the area, the two are now inseparable and follow Anna and Steve 
around like little puppies. They won’t settle to sleep unless Anna dangles her foot into their basket beside the bed.

They take them to the Luangwa River at sundowner time and they tear around like dogs when they get in their happy 
mood!

Anna concludes: “We have raised lots of warthogs in the past and successfully rehabilitated them to the wild, but the last 
one was a few years ago, so now we just get the children and grandchildren hanging around the house!”

Mayukuyuku Camp, Kafue NP

Dramatic wild dog sighting close to the camp with a pack 
cornering a waterbuck right next to the Mayukuyuku Camp 
sign.
Photos courtesy of Milan Vinks - Zambian Carnivore 
Programme



Flatdogs, Luangwa

Photo by Paul Tiller

Wildlife Camp, Luangwa

G: Wouldn’t it be good if all our parks looked like this

Hangover for our lion *Ginger*?
Photo: Dora



Shanghai Daily

HANGZHOU Wildlife World has imported six African 
elephants, marking the fi rst arrival of such animals in 
Zhejiang Province.

An enclosure covering 1,000 square kilometers was built 
for the new arrivals. It is equipped with a heating system 
designed to keep the temperature around 18 degrees 
Celsius.

Two of the elephants are male and the rest are female. The 
animals weigh about 1 ton on average. They are all about 
1.6 meters tall and around three years old.

African elephants have a life span of 60 to 70 years and 
reach maturity between at 18 and 24 years. They can reach 
4 meters in height and weigh 10 tons in full adulthood.

The six elephants must spend 30 days in routine isolation 
for quar antine and inspection purposes before they can 
meet visitors in the spring.

They are being fed carrots, sugar cane, apples and hay at 
their new home in Hangzhou.

ZIMBABWE

Lake Tanganyika
Burundi News

The water of Lake Tanganyika is becoming increasingly 
polluted partly due to the classic cause: human activity.
Authorities in the Ministry in charge of environment say 
building in protected areas, especially on the lakeside of 
Bujumbura city, and raw sewage dumped at the lake have 
polluted its water.

Fish have declined and the water has become too dirty that 
the Water and Electricity Authority (REGIDESO) collects 
water it caters for Bujumbura residents from 3.5 km offshore 
while it used to collect it from 1.8 km. ...

G: The well-being of Lake Tanganyika is the responsibility of 
the Lake Tanganyika Authority ... which is based in Burundi!  
I have looked up their website and seen the documents 
which have been produced about making Lake Tanganyika 
undergo sustainable development.  However, it would seem 
that it is all on paper and there is nothing much going on, on 
the ground.  Here is their statement:

Lake Tanganyika Authority

The process of establishing a cooperative and collaborative 
approach to the sustainable development and management 
of the natural resources of Lake Tanganyika and its 
Basin by the four Lake Tanganyika riparian countries of 
Burundi, D.R. Congo, Tanzania and Zambia started in the 
early 1990s. The four countries working in collaboration 
with supporting partners have now established the Lake 
Tanganyika Authority (LTA) responsible for overseeing 
the implementation of a regional integrated management 
programme based on the provisions of the Convention on 
Sustainable Management of Lake Tanganyika which was 
signed on 12th June, 2003 by the four Lake Tanganyika 
riparian governments in Dar Es Salaam, United Republic of Tanzania. The Convention provided the framework for the 
establishment of the LTA.



BOTSWANA

Painted Dog Foundation

Welcome to 2017 friends, hope most your festivities went 
without a glitch. As 2017 starts we continue to do all we can 
to keep the Nyamandlovu pack safe.
Apart from utilising a bioboundary in an attempt to keep 
the pack out of known poaching hotspots we have also 
deployed our anti poaching unit into the area to sweep for 
snares.
This morning we had the opportunity to fi t protective 
collars on the pack. Though the alpha female, Socks, was 
and remains the priority to protect, it was the alpha male, 
Browny, who presented himself so I took that opportunity. 
We will fi t a protective collar onto Socks at the next 
opportunity.

Zambia breaches fi shing protocol
Newsday

ZAMBIA reportedly breached a fi shing protocol signed with Zimbabwe by exceeding its fi shing quota in Lake Kariba, 
Environment and Water minister Oppah Muchinguri told Parliament recently.

The 1999 Protocol on Economic and Technical Co-operation sets the agenda for what each country does in the 
management of fi sheries within its jurisdiction on the lake.

Muchinguri told the National Assembly during last week’s question-and-answer session that under Article 6 of the 
protocol, the number of fi shing boats is to be shared according to the area of the lake which each State holds.  However, 
Zambia allegedly breached the protocol by having too many kapenta fi shing boats on the lake compared to Zimbabwe 
which has a larger stake on Lake Kariba.
“Zimbabwe, which holds 55% of the lake, is entitled to 55% of the total fi shing effort [particularly of the kapenta fi shery 
which is a shared stock].
Currently, Zimbabwe has 460 kapenta fi shing boats on the lake and Zambia has 962 boats offi cially declared.
This means the current ratio is 32:68 in Zambia’s favour which is against the protocol agreement,” Muchinguri said.

The Environment minister said there were also too many kapenta fi shing boats on the lake whereas only 500 boats were 
suffi cient in order for Lake Kariba to have a sustainable fi shery.

“With the agreed ration, Zimbabwe is to have 275 rigs and Zambia should have 225. ...

G:  It was Zambia that put the kapenta into the lake ...

ZIM-ZAM

Elephant Sands

Finally our dogs are back



Namibia Environment Society

The “Ryazanovka” has been in the Longbreach/Langstrand vicinity at anchorage since yesterday. This means she has 
once again moved from her previous position closer to Pelican Point. A reliable source has physically seen the nets 
on board - they are confi rmed to be the larger mesh for 
dolphin/orca capture. We have about 30 bottlenose dolphins 
who travel between Sandwich Harbour and Swakopmund 
and around the Longbeach/Dolphin Beach area of course. 
THIS IS SERIOUSLY CONCERNING.
We urge and respectfully ask each single person to keep 
a close watch on the “Ryazanovka”. Please report any 
movement immediately (whether it is observed from the 
shore side or from a tour operator vessel or commercial 
launch) : 0811282620 or 0811243214 or 0811462321
Please please spread the word, ring the alarm bells, help us 
PLEASE!!! Help our DOLPHINS!!!

(In March 2016 a proposal to capture African penguins, 
marine mammals (cetaceans and pinnipeds) and sharks 
was submitted to the Namibian Ministry of Fisheries 
and Marine Resources (MFMR) by a partnership of two 
companies:
“Welwitschia Aquatic and Wildlife Scientifi  c Research Pty 
Ltd” and “Beijing Rare Animal Breeding & Promotion Co”.
According to an article in the newspaper The Namibian, the proposed captures would include, annually, “…300 to 500
African penguins; fi  ve to 15 killer whales; 50 to 100 common bottlenose dolphins; 50 to 100 Indo-Pacifi  c bottlenose
dolphins; 500 to 1 000 Cape fur seals; and various sharks.”)

NAMIBIA
Kwando Carnivore Project

These wonderful photos of two male cheetahs on a sable calf kill were taken by Paul Funston this morning at Malombe 
Pan in Bwabwata National Park. These boys are quite 
young - no older than two years - but in fi ne health 
and engorged after killing and feasting on a sable calf. 
Surprisingly they were very tolerant of the vehicle and we 
were able to approach to a distance of 20 metres. One 
scent marked a large tree then they both settled under an 
acacia tree for a sleep to digest their food. A sable antelope 
is just another meal for a carnivore in this region, but in 
game farming circles these cheetahs would be in danger 
of retaliation from a land owner as sables are a high value 
species. Malombe pan is now full of water and we were able 
to watch lesser moorhens dredging among the weeds for 
food. The cheetah kill was being eyed out by two juvenile 
bateleurs and a lesser spotted eagle.

Cattle safely in their new home in the Sobbe conservancy. 
We have expanded the Mudumu Complex lion confl ict 
mitigation efforts to include the Mashi and Sobbe 
conservancies. The Sobbe conservancy is home to a very 
important wildlife corridor that facilitates the movements of 
elephants, buffalo and other animals between Botswana, 
Namibia and Zambia. We are promoting adherence to 
zonation/land use plans by farmers by only building kraals 
in areas zoned for cattle farming. Many NGOs along with 
the conservancies are looking into new and innovative ways 
of keeping wildlife corridors free of human settlement and 
development.

G:  The Caprivi Strip (Zambezi Province) is totally within 
KAZA.  It will form a major corridor for wildlife between 
Botswana and Zambia.  The Kwando Carnivore Project is 
doing a great job in trying to protect this corridor by helping 
the farmers.  



Two suspected poachers shot dead
Namibian Sun

Two suspected poachers were killed instantly and one critically wounded last night in the Bwabwata National Park by a 
special anti-poaching unit after the poachers opened fi re at the unit. Environment minister Pohamba Shifeta confi rmed 
the incident this morning. “The poachers started fi ring at our forces and our forces responded with decisive fi re power,” he 
said.

A fourth man was arrested and police confi scated three AK47 rifl es and large amounts of ammunition following the shoot-
out. ...

Kahuzi-Biéga National Park

From Wikipedia: The Kahuzi-Biega National Park is ... named after two dormant volcanoes, Mount Kahuzi and Mount 
Biega, which are within its limits. ... It is one of the last refuges of the rare species of Eastern lowland gorilla (Gorilla 
beringei graueri), an endangered category under the IUCN Red List. The park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
inscribed in 1980 for its unique biodiversity of rainforest habitat and its eastern lowland gorillas.

G: Last week I described the National Parks in DRC.  The information was whatever I could fi nd on the internet.  I did, 
though, email Richard Milburn who works in Kahuzi-Biéga.  He sent this reply last week: 

POPOF is still working in Kahuzi-Biega - the blog has some more recent updates: http://www.blog.polepolefoundation.org
 
Park is still going strong - POPOF continues to work with communities and John was recently awarded the Prince William 
Lifetime Award for conservation: http://tuskawards.com/john-kahekwa/
 
Grauer’s gorillas are now listed as critically endangered by IUCN, but populations in KBNP highland sector fairly well 
protected. New visa system has been introduced to make tourism easier - anyone who books a gorilla permit gets a visa 
very quickly valid for a week.

DRC

Pangolins
Shanghai Daily

THREE people have been caught smuggling more than 3 
tons of scales of endangered pangolins.
This is the largest smuggling case of pangolin scales 
spotted by Chinese Customs, city offi cials said yesterday.

Pangolins, one of the most traffi cked mammals in Asia and 
increasingly Africa, are in large demand in central, east and 
southeast Asia in particular, according to World Wild Life. 
The meat is considered a delicacy and the scales often 
used in traditional medicines.

Shanghai Customs offi cials said a container imported from 
Africa was found concealing other products among the 
declared timbers in a machine examination on December 10.

After opening the container, offi cers found a total of 101 bags of pangolin scales, weighing 3.1 tons.  It is estimated that 
about 5,000 to 7,500 pangolins would have been killed to produce such an amount, the Customs authority said. ...

China to ban ivory trade
BBC

China has announced a ban on all ivory trade and processing activities by the end of 2017.
Conservation groups hailed the decision as “historic” and a “game-changer” for the future of elephants.
The move follows a resolution at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) in South Africa in 
October.
China has the biggest ivory market in the world - some estimates suggest 70% of the world’s trade ends up there. ...

OTHER STUFF



Dams be damned, let the world’s rivers fl ow again
International Rivers reproduced in The UK Guardian

Fifty years ago, environmentalists and dam builders in the United States were locked in a bitter battle. Dam building had 
swept the nation in the 1940s and 1950s, blocking and impounding some of the most important rivers of the American 
west. On the Snake river (where controversies about dams continue to this day), dam construction had led to a massive 
fi sh kill and decimated salmon and steelhead runs.

Frank Church, a senator from the state of Idaho, originally supported the dams. But having seen the environmental 
damage they created, he spoke out for rivers. He saw “a groundswell of public concern for the fate of these majestic 
streams, many of them threatened by dams which would forever destroy their beauty and ecology”. Church authored 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, which was passed in 1968. The Act now protects more than 12,000 miles of free-fl owing 
rivers in the US.

For the past 60 years, large dams have had devastating impacts on people and the environment. They alter a river’s 
ecosystem from one that’s cold, fl owing and connected, to one that’s warm, stagnant and fragmented – with devastating 
consequences for wildlife. Dams are one of the main reasons freshwater fi sh numbers are plummeting – the world 
has lost 80% of freshwater populations since 1970. In 2000, the World Commission on Dams found that dams were 
responsible for displacing between 40-80 million people.

The US is now leading the movement to decommission dams. Dam removal on the Elwha river in Washington state has 
been an enormous success. One year after the last dam was removed in 2014, more than 4,000 Chinook spawners were 
counted above the former dam site – the fi rst time Chinook had been seen there in more than 100 years. In New York 
State, the Mohawks recently became the fi rst US tribe to remove a federal dam when it took down the Hogansburg dam 
on the St Regis river, opening up 275 miles of stream habitat to migratory fi sh.

Even though the US leads the world in dam decommissioning, it continues to export a fl awed development model of dam 
construction, and the dam-building boom has continued around the world. Not surprisingly, this has led to a groundswell 
of public concern about protecting free-fl owing rivers. ...

In April, Brazil’s environmental agency, Ibama, suspended the licensing process for the São Luiz do Tapajós dam, which 
was expected to be the second largest hydroelectric dam in the country, after the controversial Belo Monte power plant. 
In July, the World Bank suspended fi nancial support for the Inga 3 dam on the Congo river and in the following month 
Endesa Chile, the country’s largest power generator, dropped six hydroelectric projects. The Chinese government has 
also halted plans to construct a series of dams on one of China’s last free-fl owing rivers, the Nujiang. In October, the 
Peruvian government announced that several dams proposed for the Marañón river, a major tributary of the Amazon, are 
off the table during the current administration.

But after such dam projects are suspended or cancelled the rivers are, in general, not permanently protected. This leaves 
them at risk if a government decides to move forward with a dam in the future – giving credence to the famous quote that 
with the environment, victories are temporary but defeats are permanent. Water protectors must always remain vigilant, 
monitoring new attempts to bring back destructive dams, but we now have a window of opportunity to gain protection for 
critical watersheds. It’s time to turn these victories into permanent protection for free-fl owing rivers.

We’re starting in Chile where Geute Conservation Sur, which defends ecosystems with high conservation value, is 
providing legal analysis to develop a new law for river protection in the country. And Ríos Libres (Free Rivers), a new 
coalition of young activists, is building public support for permanent legal river protection. ...

And we cannot stop there. Transboundary rivers – such as the Nujiang/Salween river which runs through China and 
Myanmar, and the Gongri/Manas river in Bhutan and India – offer critical opportunities for river protection. Saving these 
rivers requires transboundary cooperation and when this is done right, countries can avoid the strife we’ve seen in places 
such as China and Thailand where confl icts have arisen over development on the Lancang/Mekong river.

In New Zealand, the government has recognised the Whanganui river by giving it the same constitutional rights as a 
person. This is a striking recognition that free-fl owing rivers provide enormous benefi ts, from food security to water 
access, to biodiversity conservation.

It took decades of dam building – and the associated devastation of rivers – before people and their lawmakers in the US 
started protecting wild and free-fl owing rivers. With the impacts of climate change starting to threaten livelihoods, it’s time 
to protect our free-fl owing rivers the world over.

Kate Horner is executive director of International Rivers.
A version of this article fi rst appeared on internationalrivers.org and has been republished with permission.



Have a good two weeks 

Gill
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