
Dear All

My header is the view from Ngoma Lodge - the Chobe Floodplain with zebra congregating for their migration.

LIVINGSTONE
We have had rain.  It has not been fantastic – more wind than rain.  But the bush (and my garden) has sprung into life.  It 
is a shock to see such a dramatic change in so short a time.  

During one of our ‘wind’ storms an article in The Times commented:  
Acting Livingstone District Commissioner Harriet Kawina has urged people to stop building sub-standard infrastructure in 
order to avoid damage caused by heavy storms.
Over 30 houses and schools were recently destroyed by a 
heavy storm that struck parts of Livingstone.
Roofs, fences, chicken runs and farm buildings, among 
others were ripped off in the process. ...

Over the past 10 years Livingstone has seen an explosion 
of house construction.  My house which I thought to 
be ‘in the bush’ by the airport, is now surrounded by 
houses.  I always wondered how well they have been 

constructed and thought that the Council Lands Section must be run 
off its feet inspecting all the work.  So, for all those houses with roofs 
blown off, it seems that either they were not inspected or the inspector 
did not notice the problem.  Surely we should know ...

The photograph on the right is that of a tree having fallen on a pool 
lounger at one of our lodges.  Yes, the wind was strong ...

And the photograph on the left is one of my goshawks when he came 
to visit my garden.  Isn’t he gorgeous.  



As the rains have arrived we have got water over our side of the Victoria Falls.  This is the view from Botswana Road, a 
road I use to go into town from the airport sometimes.  It always surprises me that more of the transfer vehicles taking 
tourists into town do not use this route to show our visitors ‘the smoke that thunders’ ...

Kazungula Bridge

I found this on Facebook.  An overhead photograph of 
the bridge-to-be at Kazungula.  Photograph by Charles 
Thalelang.

The BushCamp Company
Mfuwe Lodge, South Luangwa

G: These elephants have decided that it is easier to go 
through the lodge rather than walk around it.  It would seem 
that they are really making themselves at home ...

ZAMBIA



From The Zambezi Society

NEW ANTI-POACHING VEHICLES FOR MANA 

Congratulations to the Bushlife Support Unit for using donor 
funds to purchase three anti-poaching and reaction vehicles 
to add to their fl eet already in use in the Zambezi Valley.

The Land-Cruiser vehicles were all fi tted with satellite 
tracking systems generously provided by Ezytrack 
Zimbabwe at cost.  

These vehicles are already in Mana Pools National Park 
helping to deploy rangers in the fi ght against poaching. ...

ROAD CLEARANCE 
The Bushlife Support Unit has also been hard at work with earth-moving equipment, clearing and opening up some little-
used tracks in the escarpment hills and along the southern boundary of Mana Pools National Park.

A road-clearing operation was also carried out along the Middle Jesse Road through the centre of the Park.
This is important, especially just before the rainy season, in order to open up access for anti-poaching deployments, 
which are being carried out with assistance from The 
Zambezi Society’s Volunteer Unit and the Bushlife Support 
Unit.   

Matusadona Predator Survey 2016
This amazing “fl ash”-camera image of a leopard in the 
wild was taken during the fi eld work for the Matusadona 
Predator Survey, which wrapped up end of September 
this year.  The analysis of all the data and images is being 
worked on by the team from WildCRU (Oxford University) 
who co-ordinated the research work.

The Zambezi Society was a collaborating partner in this 
project.  In total there were 122 WildCRU ‘fl ash’ cameras 
and the Society’s own ínfra-red’ cameras, placed in pairs 
approximately 4km x 4km apart, covering the Zambezi valley fl oor and a decent-size sample of the escarpment area.  
Footage from each pair over a 40-day period will be analysed by the team from WildCRU and the preliminary results are 
expected early next year.

Ranger ration programme
The Zambezi Society, through its ranger ration programme funded by generous local donors, is currently providing 
monthly deployment rations each month to National Parks staff based within the Matusadona (and Mana Pools) National 
Parks. This programme has been running for nearly two years now, and the Matusadona is one of the few Parks where 
“ration hunting” no longer takes place.  This programme supplements a staff chicken project set up a few years ago by 
MAPP at the Parks HQ at Tashinga.    

From Newsday

Two lions, which had wreaked havoc in Kariba for the past few weeks, killing at least nine dogs have been captured.
The lions were captured yesterday in a joint operation involving the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Management Authority 
(Zimparks) and Aware Trust, comprising Keith Dutlow, Antony Newall and Aaron Young, as well as Kariba Animal Welfare 
Trust. 

Zimparks spokesperson, Caroline Washaya-Moyo said the lions have since been translocated to Makuti area in 
Hurungwe.

“The team set up bait and for two days, manned the area day and night and it was after the second day (yesterday) that 
the lions fell for the trap,” she said.

“The lions were captured this morning, darted, collared and then translocated to their new area at a cost of $3 000, 
factoring in transportation, drugs, bait and time.”

ZIMBABWE



Fracking in Botswana
UK Guardian

Licences for more than half of the Kgalagadi transfrontier park, one of Africa’s largest conservation areas, have been 
granted to drill for shale gas

The Botswana government has quietly sold the rights to frack for shale gas in one of Africa’s largest protected 
conservation areas, it has emerged.

The Kgalagadi transfrontier park, which spans the border with South Africa, is an immense 36,000 sq km wilderness, 
home to gemsbok desert antelope, black-maned Kalahari lions and pygmy falcons. But conservationists and top park 
offi cials – who were not informed of the fracking rights sale – are now worried about the impact of drilling on wildlife.

Prospecting licences for more than half of the park were granted to a UK-listed company called Nodding Donkey in 
September 2014, although the sale has not been reported previously. That company changed its name earlier this month 
to Karoo Energy.

Park offi cials said that no drilling has yet taken place, but the 
Guardian found oil sediment on the ground near a popular 
camp site. There was an overwhelming smell of tar and a drill 
stem protruded from an apparently recently drilled hole. It is not 
known who had carried out the drilling or when.

Scientist Gus Mills worked and lived in Kgalagadi for 18 years 
studying cheetahs and hyenas. He said he is worried about the 
impact on wildlife and environment.

“The development that is going to have to go on there, with 
infrastructure that has to be moved in, seems to be yet another 
nail in the coffi n of wild areas in the world.”

Dr Peter Apps, who studies large predators for the Botswana 
Predator Conservation Trust , said drilling could have a range 
of impacts, notably on water sources in the park.

He said that if companies develop commercial gas wells here 
“then that is not good for nature conservation, and because 
large carnivores are an apex species, they tend to suffer more 
than anything else”. ...

Khama shoots down Kasane railway proposal 
From Mmegi

Minister of Environment, Natural Resources, Conservation and Tourism, Tshekedi Khama says the ambitious proposal 
by Botswana Railways (BR) to construct a commercial railway line from the Matsitama in the central district to Kasane is 
a bad move that he would not support.

Khama made the announcement during a media briefi ng at the ongoing Botswana Travel and Tourism Expo (BTTE) in 
Kasane on Tuesday.
“It is not the best idea. But we would see how BR goes about demonstrating the environmental impact of the project. 
They would have to pull a rabbit out of the hat to achieve a minimal environmental impact for such a project,” said 
Khama

The minister said the railway line could affect the animal migration in the Chobe and dissect the Kavango Zambezi 
Transfrontier Conservation Area (KAZA). KAZA spans fi ve southern African countries; Angola, Botswana, Namibia, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. One of the agreements of KAZA is “to promote and facilitate the development of a complemen-
tary and linked network of protected areas that protect wildlife and provide and restore dispersal corridors and migratory 
routes.”

The proposed railway would cut Zimbabwe’s Hwange National Park from the Chobe and Makgadikgadi Pans.
Minister Khama noted that the railway is unlike road that is easy for animals to cross. He said that it would cut the migra-
tion of animals because most animals cannot easily cross the railway. ...

BR was taking advantage of the existing Kazungula Bridge project that would have a provision of a railway line to be 
constructed underneath the bridge. ...

G:  This is very confusing.  Surely a road with speeding vehicles is much more dangerous than a slow-moving train - we 
know our trains hardly go more than 50 kph ... and if they don’t, they can be instructed to do so when travelling through 
the park.  A train is much more environmentally friendly than loads of trucks, ... surely ...

BOTSWANA



Elephants for Africa

Now that the rains have arrived, and brought welcome relief for wildlife, farmers and researchers alike, the EfA team took 
a trip out to the Makgadikgadi salt pans to see whether the zebra and wildebeest migration had truly begun.
Not only did we see vast numbers of zebra scattered throughout the vast pans area, but we also spotted several elephant 
groups out there too! Although we’ve frequently seen signs of elephant in the pans, this is fi rst time we have spotted them 
in the fl esh!
So it seems that it’s not only the grazers that are drawn by the fresh and nutrient rich grasslands out in the pans after the 
rains, but even the giants of the herbivore world are keen to get their share of the growth spurt.
We will keep an eye on conditions out in the pans; with enough rainfall to keep the drinking water fresh, much of the wild-
life that has been so heavily reliant on the Boteti River over the dry season may be away for months. Only once the rain 
stops and the salt pans dry up again, or the water becomes too saline, will the migration back to the Boteti River region 
occur.

Poaching
The Namibian

Six people found carrying rifl es in the Etosha National Park last week were arrested after a wounded rhino was found in 
the area. ...

Another Chinese, Ye Zhiwei, was arrested two weeks ago at the OR Tambo International Airport in Johannesburg, South 
Africa after successfully passing through Hosea Kutako with 18 rhino horns in his luggage. ...

Namibia Nature Foundation

Attention!! Anyone who is spending time at the coast this holiday, please 
be aware of birds’ nests on the beach. This is the nest of a White-fronted 
Plover. As you can see, it was a close call for this nest. Plovers’ habitat 
has degraded through wetland reclamation and nest disturbance by tour-
ists and off-road vehicles. Please take care!! (Photo: Angus Middleton, 
NNF)

NAMIBIA



From the Desert Lion Conservation Project

03 Dec 2016. Oasis Spring. After consuming the Oryx 
carcass that Xpl-69 captured the three large cubs followed 
the lioness to Oasis spring where they spent the day resting 
in the reeds.

AfriCat Namibia
WILD DOG PUP REHABILITATION PHASE 1 - ALCATRAZ INTRODUCTION

After spending the last fi ve months at AfriCat’s Carnivore Care Center, our 9 Wild Dog pups fi nally made the big move to 
Alcatraz last week – a 5 ha soft-release camp located in the 
20 000 ha reserve, which is preparing the youngsters for 
their forthcoming new life in the wild.

In order to give them the best chances of success in the 
wild, we are planning to softly introduce them to the remain-
ing members of Team FIFA Jogi and Robin, who since their 
rehabilitation in July last year have become incredible hunt-
ers. Having last year’s introduction attempt in mind we are 
aware of the fact that integration attempts are not a guaran-
teed success.

A few hours after the pups’ translocation, Jogi and Robin 
showed up at the outside fence of Alcatraz and haven’t left 
the side since - except for the occasional hunting excursion. 
We have now placed Jogi and Robin on the other side of 
Alcatraz, which is divided by a centre fence, creating two 
equally sized camps.

Social acclimatization where animals are kept in adjacent 
camps allowing olfactory, auditory and visual contact and then remain as a newly formed pack within a soft release camp 
for a certain period of time before release, seems to promote social bonding and integration.

Currently both packs are regularly found resting in close proximity to each other on opposite sides of the division fence. 
We will keep you posted about further developments…

African Wildlife Foundation

African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) and the African Union Commission (AUC) signed a partnership agreement this week 
jointly recognizing the critical importance of conservation to Africa’s continued economic and social development. As 
the oldest and largest conservation organization focusing solely on the African continent, AWF is uniquely positioned to 
work with the African Union toward a prosperous Africa based on inclusive growth and sustainable development. “The 
[AUC] appreciates the role played by AWF as an important partner in realizing Africa’s Agenda 2063 goals and in the 
conservation of Africa’s unique natural resources,” said H.E Tumusiime Rhoda Peace, Commissioner for Rural Economy 
and Agriculture.

OTHER STUFF



The Four Corners

Two weeks ago I went on a trip around the Four Corners:  Livingstone – Victoria Falls Town (Zimbabwe) – Kasane 
(Botswana) – Katima Mulilo (Namibia) – Livingstone.  The Four Corners is actually a spot in the middle of the Zambezi 
River at Kazungula where all four countries meet at a point – the only place in the world where this occurs.  

 
Starting off early I was in Vic Falls Town before 8am.  The cost of going through the Zim border was US$70 for a visa 
(Double Entry), and US$15 for Carbon Tax, US$10 for Toll Fee.  I already had Comesa Insurance.  Total Cost: US$60, 
taking half of my visa.  The border was quiet and it took me about 20 minutes.

Quick deliveries of my magazine and then off to Kazungula, 
the border with Botswana.  The road passes through the 
Zambezi National Park and Matetsi Safari Area.  I saw 
impala, only.  The road was in good condition.  The Zim 
border was busy but it didn’t take time: 10 minutes.  
Over to the Botswana border which took about 10 minutes 
again.  It cost P220 (US$24) for the vehicle – no visa 
payment.  

After magazine deliveries in Kasane I was off through 
Chobe National Park to Ngoma.  The road was excellent.  
I saw buffalo, zebra and warthog.  I stayed at the nearby 
Ngoma Lodge which I will tell you about later while I 
complete details of the journey.  

Road through Zim

Buffalo along the road

Bots Road



In the morning I was at Ngoma border.  It took me 5 minutes 
to leave Botswana.  Over the Chobe River, I arrived at 
Ngoma border, Namibia.  It took me 15 minutes and cost 
Nam$260 (US$22) for the vehicle – no visa payment for 
me.  I had a bit of an issue at the border because I did not 
have enough Rand, Namibian dollars or Pula to pay for the 
vehicle.  I only had US dollars and they do not accept them.  
(Why???)  A man also in the queue gave me Nam$300 to 
pay ... and he would not take my US dollars in exchange 
...  (Previously, payment for the Cross Border charge could 
be paid in Katima Mulilo and I had assumed that it would 
still be the case and would give me a chance to get to an 
ATM to get the necessary local currency.)  I really think that 
borders should invite a bank to put in an ATM at all borders 

to relieve this issue).  Interestingly, the one thing that Zambia does right is to have ATMs at borders ... 

Leaving Ngoma I took the road to Katima Mulilo.  The road goes through farmland so is a bit dull, but the road was 
excellent and I zoomed through.  

After deliveries in Katima, I was off to the Wenela border to leave Namibia.  It was very busy with trucks and cross border 
traders (Zambians).  It was quick, though, and I was through in 10 minutes.  Off to the Zambian border.  This is our new 
border post and was very spacious so, although our entry 
procedures are very cumbersome, it did not seem too 
bad for people coming in.  A big problem of our borders 
in Zambia is that anyone and everyone is allowed into 
the security area of the border  We fi nd money changers, 
curios sellers or bun sellers sitting around toting their wares.  
Welcome to Zambia ...    

Of course, I was not required to pay anything or complete 
any paperwork as I was coming home.  It took me about 10 
minutes.  I left the border and the fi rst thing I noticed was 
a lack of signage.  Leaving the border the road comes to a 
T-junction and there is no sign to tell newcomers whether to 
go left or right.  

I then took the road over the bridge, through Sesheke and towards Kazungula.  The road is fi ne for about 20 km and 
then it gets bad.  I have written about this road before so won’t go into it again, but it is not surprising that tourists do not 
venture into Zambia when they know that the road is in this condition.  

Zam Road before Kazungula

Zam Road after Kazungula

T-Junction with no sign

Nam Road



Ngoma Lodge

I arrived at Ngoma Lodge about 2pm.  I did not want lunch 
which I was offered so went to my room to relax.  After a 
while I was enticed into the plunge pool on my little patio.  
Oooo ... that was nice after my drive.  The patios are 
completely private in all 8 rooms which overlook the Chobe 
fl oodplain.  This was the fi rst time I had been to this area 

when the water is so low.  There were two channels of the 
Chobe River with an expanse of grass in between.  This 
was carefully being munched by many zebra.  There were 
zebra everywhere.  I could see giraffe, kudu, warthog from 
my viewpoint.  

The zebra were all starting to congregate for their migration 
which will take place soon.  When the rains set in, they 

walk about 150 km to Savute.  This is said to be the longest 
zebra migration in the world.  And, when they go, not one 
remains on the plain and Chobe has no zebra ... very odd ...

After relaxing in my room I left for my pre-arranged trip to 
Chobe National Park.  MK, my guide was waiting for me by 
the main area and I climbed aboard the game viewer and 
off we went.  The park entrance is a 10 minute drive from 
the lodge and then we took the very sandy road down to the 
river.  MK was full of stories and entertained me throughout 
our tour.  He told me that he lived as a boy not far from the 
lodge and was used to seeing wildlife so it was quite natural 
for him to train as a guide.  

Fish Eagle

Secretary Bird

My Room

My Bathroom

My  Plunge Pool



There had been some rain, the grass green but the river 
had not fi lled at all.  We zigzagged along the roads by the 
fl oodplain.  Surprisingly, we saw not one elephant.  MK told 
me that they had all moved inland because now there was 
water away from the river.  The riverside was, of course, 
degraded from the thousands of elephant which normally 
live there so, as soon as the rain had fallen, they had 
moved inland to fi nd better grazing.  

We did fi nd lots of birds and a jackal that had killed a baby 
impala.  Jackals are normally scavengers but are also 
opportunistic killers.  The impala are having their babies 
now so it is a good time for jackals to take advantage of this 
bonanza.  

The western end of Chobe Riverside is a much quieter 
place to visit than the eastern edge next to Kasane which 
can get extremely busy.  This is one of the special reasons 
for staying at Ngoma - a much more personal experience 
than joining the hoards.  We did see a couple of vehicles 

from Muchenje Lodge which is next door to Ngoma, but 
we were all friends and met up at one of Chobe’s ‘Stretch 
Points’ to enjoy the view and a sundowner.  

The evening at Ngoma was quiet as we overlooked the 
waterhole below the lodge which is fl oodlight.  While 
enjoying a fi rst-class dinner we watched hyena, zebra and 
giraffe visiting the waterhole.  

I was up early and had fun trying to use the coffee machine 
to make some coffee.  I eventually managed and went out 
onto my patio to watch the view.  

A dung beetle was swimming in the plunge pool, so I 
rescued him ... three times ... as he was intent on commiting 
suicide ... I eventually took him a long way away from the 
pool and he trundled off down the hillside.  

Jackal with Killed Baby Impala

View from my room with giraffe

Tea, Coffee, Cold drinks .... all available in my room

Dung Beetle 



A couple of squirrels came to visit as did birds so I spent a 
couple of happy hours just watching the visitors to my patio 
or the view in front.

Ngoma Lodge is a luxury lodge and is part of a community 
project set up by the Botswana government.  The land, I 
think, had been a forestry area but has been re-assigned to 
the community.  The community receives lease fees from all 
the lodges in the area – there are fi ve of them.  In exchange 
for the lease fees, the community is required to keep the 
area safe from poachers.  It is working well.  

Thank you Ngoma and Africa Albida for a wonderful stay.  

Squirrel visiting my  patio fence

Veranda at Ngoma on many levels

Swimming pool at Ngoma

Fire fi nches and Blue Waxbill hid in the bushes and then 
sneeked onto the patio to have a drink from the plunge pool.  
I tried to keep very still but as soon as I moved to take a 
photograph of them drinking they fl ed back into the thorn 
bush.  



Rat Poison Kills Owls

We were called to one of our occupied owl boxes recently, only to fi nd a 
dead owl on the ground and 3 cold eggs in the owl box. The owl was sent 
for an autopsy and a toxicology report was requested. The results were 
clear - Coumarin derivative rondenticide poisoning. ... Not only has this 
female died, her 3 chicks have died too. Biological control 0 - rat poison 4!. 
Share this post, encourage your friends to like this page, it increases our 
anti-poison voice.

Uganda Solar Project

Honorable D’Ujanga Simon, Minister of State for Energy, 
together with representatives of Access Power, EREN RE 
and donors celebrated today the inauguration of the solar 
power plant in Soroti.
 
Made up of 32,680 photovoltaic panels, the new 10 
megawatt facility is the country’s fi rst grid-connected solar 
plant and will generate clean, low-carbon, sustainable 
electricity to 40,000 homes, schools and businesses in the 
area.

The project was developed under the Global Energy 
Transfer Feed in Tariff (“GET FiT”), a dedicated support 
scheme for renewable energy projects managed by 
Germany’s KfW Development Bank in partnership with 
Uganda’s Electricity Regulatory Agency (ERA) and funded by the governments of Norway, Germany, the United Kingdom 
and the European Union. The GET FiT programme helps renewable energy sources become more affordable and 
therefore more accessible in Eastern Africa.

The $19 million Soroti Solar Plant is in part funded by the European Union – Africa Infrastructure Trust Fund through the 
GET FiT Solar Facility equivalent to 8.7 million euros in the form of result-based premium payments per kWh of delivered 
electricity.



Have a good two weeks 

Gill

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.80

P10.64

Nam$13.80

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

20°C (68)  30°C (86)


