
Dear All

My header is from Chobe National Park.  Hence the reason this is late ...  I will tell you about my trip next time ...

LIVINGSTONE

The rains have started and so have the power cuts.  These power cuts, I assume, are caused by the rain.  It seems that 
every time a storm looms the power goes off.  Can you imagine that this happens in UK???  They would never have 
power.  
To add to the insult of these power cuts, the telephone service is now connected to ZESCO, our power utility company, so 
... when the power goes off I have no landline.  And, because the landline goes down and although I have invested in an 
inverter, I have no internet.  Is this development?

My internet was down throughout the weekend and now it is running so slowly and more off than on ... so on Tuesday I 
gave up in frustration and decided it could wait until I got back from my trip.  Today the internet has not improved so this 
will be a short one ...

ZAMBIA
Kazungula Bridge delayed
Zambia Weekly

The construction of the Kazungula Bridge between Zambia and Botswana has fallen behind schedule by three months, 
after the sub-contractor appointed to construct the temporary bridge was put into liquidation. The main contractor, 
Daewoo of South Korea, has had to take over the construction. Once the temporary bridge is completed, the permanent 
bridge will be built. The whole thing is expected to be ready by 2018.



Mazabuka-Kafue Road
Daily Mail

GOVERNMENT has engaged the African Development Bank (AfDB) to rehabilitate the road between Kafue turn-off and 
Mazabuka.  Minister of Housing and Infrastructure Development Ronald Chitotela told Parliament yesterday that the 
project will start after fi nancing modalities are fi nalised.

Mr Chitotela was responding to a question by 
Mapatizya member of Parliament ...  He also 
said Government intends to construct a dual 
carriageway on the Kafue- Livingstone road to 
ease the fl ow of traffi c and enhance economic 
activities.

G:  I don’t think that AfDB is going to construct 
the road, ... probably they will lend us the 
money to do it.  I have always complained 
that the people along the road to Lusaka have 
been allowed to build close to the road; that 
they are always running after vehicles to sell 
their tomatoes and bananas.  It is going to be a political nightmare to take away so many livelihoods, even though it has 
to be for the better of motorists.   

Flights to Kalabo
Profl ight

Profl ight Zambia has launched a new service direct from Lusaka to Kalabo in Western Province, only 70km’s from Mongu.  
Commencing on March 15, 2017, the new route Lusaka-Kalabo-Lusaka will be operated twice weekly on Wednesday and 
Saturday mornings by a Cessna Caravan with a capacity of eight passengers.  The fl ight schedule will operate between 
March to June and October to December to begin with ...

G:  I assume that this is in place to assist Norman Carr Safaris who are building a new luxury camp in Liuwa Plain.  I 
can’t think that there are many other reasons for visiting Kalabo.  If someone was to set up a car hire company in Kalabo, 
maybe other visitors could use the service.

Lake Tanganyika
Daily Mail

GOVERNMENT has partnered with the African Development Bank (AfDB) to implement the Lake Tanganyika 
Development Project at a cost of US$29.6 million, Northern Province acting permanent secretary Boniface Mbuzi has 
said.
Speaking when he offi cially opened a workshop on the Lake Tanganyika Development Project 2017 work plan in Kasama 
yesterday, Mr Mbuzi said the project will be fi nanced through an AfDB US$22.49 million loan, a co-fi nancing global 
environment facility grant of US$7 million and the contribution of the Zambian government.
“We are indebted as a Government to the African Development Bank for the generous effort in partnering with us to foster 
development and conservation of the Lake Tanganyika Basin unique and rich biodiversity,” he said.

G:  These types of articles always make me smile.  They go to great lengths to tell us how much money the government 
is going to spend on our behalf but don’t tell us what they expect to achieve ...  I just hope that most of the money goes 
towards development and not meetings and site visits 



Game Rangers International

Our latest rescue. Baby vervet Chikondi (“Love”). This 2 week old monkey was found abandoned in Kafue National Park 
all alone, extremely dehydrated and malnourished - her mother we suspect killed by poachers. ZPP’s Project Manager 
Cosmas Mumba took this vulnerable unweaned baby under his wing, feeding her every 2 hours on baby milk formula and 
sleeping with her at night as she needed the closeness of a ‘surrogate parent’ to help her overcome the trauma of losing 
her mother. Once stabilised we transferred her to Chipembele, our partner in the Luangwa Valley, for intensive care and 
rehabilitation. Chikondi joins other primate orphans being cared for there prior to their release back to the wild, and she 
has quickly made new friends of her own kind as can be seen from the photo below (Chikondi alseep (on top) with Shadi 
and Pumpkin!!).

Conservation Lower Zambezi

This Christmas...buy a unique gift where all the money goes back to conservation!
We have 3 extremely creative groups from the Luangwa Valley who have kindly donated gifts to the cause and the 
auction.
The donated gifts include homemade soaps and candles by Azimai Luxury Soap and Scented Candles, a large wooden 
bowl by Elephant Wood and hand painted placemats and napkins by Tribal Textiles, South Luangwa.
Go on make a bid and raise money for Conservation Lower Zambezi - CLZ this Christmas.

Thank you South Luangwa!
Check out: www.32auctions.com/bidforconservation2016



Painted Dog Conservation

Protective Collars save lives.
We have spent the past few days tracking down the 
Nyamandlovu pack, very concerned for their safety as they 
moved more than 40km from the core of their home range into 
an area of high poaching activity. Eventually we found them 
and though we were relieved that they were all safe and well, 
the snare around Don’s neck illustrated that our concern was 
valid.
Happily the protective collar that we fi tted on Don in April had 
prevented any serious injury, and had allowed him to break 
free of the snare. I was able to dart him and remove the snare.
Still we were concerned and called on our our colleagues in 
Botswana for advice. The Botswana Predator Conservation 
Trust (bpctrust.org), led by Dr “Tico” McNutt, has pioneered 
a Bioboundary Project (http://www.bpctrust.org/bioboundary-
project.asp), which uses chemical signals to keep painted 
dogs inside the borders of protected areas by creating the 
impression of another pack occupying the area outside. We 
had no time to develop our own chemical signals or obtain any 
from Botswana however Dr McNutt suggested we collect scat 
from the dogs in our Rehabilitation Facility and use that to try set up a bioboundary.
We did just that and Jealous took the foul smelling bucket with him and created a bioboundary to the north and east of the 
resting pack. Sure enough when the dogs stirred to go hunting in the evening they initially moved north and then to our 
immense relief, they seemed to be turned back by the bioboundary and headed south west, back into the relative safety 
of Hwange National Park.
We will certainly use this technique again and with your support we will purchase even more protective collars, which cost 
$500 each (landed cost in Zimbabwe), to help keep more painted dogs alive.

ZIMBABWE

Kariba
KWAFT

The lion pride is still being seen daily in the Chawara and Nyamhunga areas with the odd sighting Baobab, Breezes side 
too.  Parks have been carrying out nightly excursions to ward them off.  

We managed to purchase some small Vuvuzelas from Harare with the assistance of Kim/Kensington Butchery but they 
are not quite loud enough, however they will assist with the noise that is needed to chase them away.

BHAPU has kindly loaned us a few vuvuzelsas and sent across from Bumi side. 

Two were passed on to Parks today in the hopes they will help with loud noise and warnings to Residents.

Despite a few domestic dogs having been taken by Lion early in the year and again this past month, dog owners still do 
not keep their dogs inside at night. ...

Conservation Task Force
NEWSLETTER

It has been reported to us that the hyenas that were impounded and kept at a sanctuary near the airport have now been 
returned to the capture boma in Hwange, we assume to be re-exported to China. One of the hyenas has an injured leg 
and is limping whilst 3 others have also been reported to have injuries due to the transportation to Harare and back again.

Four Chinese men have been seen rebuilding relocation cages in Hwange. The security in the area is very high at the 
moment around the capture unit.

In Hwange this year, we have lost 62 elephants to cyanide poisonings as the authorities have still not managed to contain 
the situation. 

The animals should be leaving the country any day now……



Bulawayo Water 
The Herald

SOUTH Africa and private institutions from outside the country are planning to partner Zimbabwe and assist in the 
completion and implementation of the Matabeleland Zambezi Water Project. The implementation of the Zambezi Water 
Project, which has been hampered by challenges, seeks to end the perennial water shortages in Bulawayo by bringing 
water from the Zambezi River to the city.

South Africa-Zimbabwe Business Connect president Mr Justice Maphosa said the implementation of the Zambezi Water 
Project required a holistic approach with assistance from other governments and private institutions.

“We’re in the process of coming up with a master plan as a strategic framework for guiding infrastructure development 
within the two countries. Projects such as the Matabeleland Zambezi Water project are key to this plan. “As SA-Zim 
Business Connect, we seek to approach it in a triple P plan that should be pursued and implemented to the benefi t of both 
countries.

“Imagine what a water canal system from the Zambezi River down to Umzingwane joining and feeding the Tuli River 
can do to the economy of Zimbabwe? We see this as a Government to Government arrangement, with the two countries 
fi nancing a portion of it and a huge portion coming from private funds,” said Mr Maphosa while addressing delegates at a 
business meeting in Bulawayo on Friday.

He said they were already discussing with partners in South Africa and Lesotho who have shown interest in being part of 
the project. ...

G:  I wonder what ZAMCOM has to say about water from the Zambezi River going to South Africa?



Currency Woes
Radio VOP

As Zimbabwe’s tourism arrivals fi gures tumble ahead of the festive season amid severe cash shortages, pressure is piling 
on President Robert Mugabe’s administration to seriously and urgently consider adopting the South African Rand as the 
offi cial trading currency to save the sector.

The country’s beleaguered tourism sector, which is experiencing low tourism arrivals particularly from neighbouring South 
Africa, is the latest to add its voice for the government to adopt the Rand after similar pleas from the equally tottering 
manufacturing sector.

Stakeholders in the tourism sector told Radio VOP business is at all-time low at the World heritage site Victoria Falls, the 
country’s premier tourism attraction, as a result of a marked decline in patronage from South Africa blamed on the use of 
a bullish US dollar. ...

G:  When I was in Vic Falls the other day it took me over an hour to get out US$100 from the bank.  The maximum 
withdrawal per day for a personal account or the ATM is US$100.  The Zimbabwe government has now introduced the 
new Bond Notes which will replace the US dollar.  So, if you are travelling to Zim, make sure you have plenty of cash 
stowed away in pockets around your person or your vehicle.  

Vintage Air Rally

The VintageAirRally
Crete2Cape

The Rally relives the pioneering age of African aviation, 
taking us back to the 1920s. As well as the fi fteen vintage 
(built before the end of 1949) we will have light aeroplanes 
and helicopters taking part in this endeavour.

3 Dec  Songwe to Kasama to Shiwa Ngandu.
4 Dec  Kawa to Lusaka – via a lunch stop on a real 
Zambian farm
5 Dec  Lusaka – Rest day.  
6 Dec  Lusaka to Victoria 
7 Dec  Victoria Falls - Rest day
8 Dec  Victoria Falls to Bulawayo
9 Dec  Bulawayo – Rest day
10 Dec  Bulawayo to Mashatu (Limpopo Valley)
11 Dec  Mashatu (Limpopo Valley) to
12 Dec  Gaborone to Baragwanath ...



BOTSWANA

Mystery Okavango rhino poaching sparks fears 
Mmegi

MAUN: The mysterious killing of a rhino recently in the Okavango Delta has forced wildlife offi cials here to move quickly 
and calm fears that poaching syndicates have returned to the World Heritage Site.

A rhino was shot dead in the Delta, but not dehorned in an incident that has raised concerns that syndicates may now be 
targeting the ecologically safe haven.

Acting director of operations in the Department of Wildlife and National Parks, Moemi Batshabang said rhino poaching in 
the Okavango Delta was under control.

In an interview, he said they had strengthened and intensifi ed anti-poaching surveillance and operations after the rhino’s 
killing. ...



Schuckmannsburg Road

Work is expected to resume soon on the construction of the multi-million dollar road between Namalubi, Isize and 
Luhonono (also known as Schuckmannsburg) in the Zambezi Region. The resumption of work follows government’s 
recent commitment to pay Nexus Civils the outstanding balance of N$30 million, Roads Authority chief executive offi cer 
Conrad Lutombi assured the media on Friday.

G:  Schuckmannsburg doesn’t have much going for it being except for its historical interest.  The Germans were based 
there during the war but gave up without a shot being fi red.  It was a terrible place to be because it was marshy and 
mosquitoes and malaria abounded.  

NAMIBIA

From The Namibian

TWENTY-EIGHT senior citizens from Walvis Bay were treated to an all-expenses paid trip to the Etosha National Park 
last weekend.
The excursion, sponsored by local business people at the 
town, was aimed at getting the elderly out of town to relax 
and see other parts of the country, as they are always 
bored at home. 

The group of excited pensioners was picked up at the 
Kuisebmond community hall, and taken to the national 
park, where their accommodation had also been paid for. 

According to a member of the group, Albertina Shikonda, 
they had a memorable trip as they also dream of seeing 
other parts of the country, especially the wildlife and nature. 

“We had so much fun! We saw different animals, including 
huge elephants that we have never seen before. I never 
knew that an elephant was so big. It was really beautiful. 
We only hear about these animals and see them in 
pictures, but they are in our country. It was a worthwhile 
trip,” she beamed. ...

Kwando Carnivore Project

While going through the camera trap photos from Mahango 
national park. I was overjoyed to come across a photo of 
a Brown hyaena. It has been quite some time since I have 
seen one of these remarkable animals. Over all the years of 
monitoring of carcasses in the Zambezi Region I have never 
seen a brown hyaena so it seems that they do not occur 
here. The Bwabwata park residents also did not know them 
from a poster of the different hyaena species. So it is con-
fi rmed that they occur in the northern Kavango Region, but 
only on the western side of the Kavango River.



Have a good two weeks 

Gill

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.85

P10.78

Nam$13.95

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

25°C (77)  38°C (100)

A SMILE 

I stopped at a friend’s house the other day and found him stalking around with a fl y-swatter. When I asked if he was 

getting any fl ies, he answered: ‘Yeah, three males and two females.’ Curious, I asked how he could tell the difference. He 

said: ‘Three were on a beer can and two were on the phone.’


