
Dear All

Dusk over Lake Kariba from Siansowa.  Still a very low lake and no rain ...

LIVINGSTONE
The Silly Season

This is the start of the silly season for our birds.  Many migrants have arrived 
to enjoy the rains which have yet to start, but they made their journeys anyway.  
The other birds are busy building their nests and fi nding mates.  

Here at my house I have had 
several occasions with the birds 
getting so excited that they have 
fl own into my windows and knocked 
themselves out.  My poor pygmy 
kingfi sher has done it twice and 
luckily I have rescued him twice.  
The paradise fl ycatcher also did a 
woopsie and knocked herself out – 
she did eventually recover while I kept the dogs 
at bay.  I now keep the curtains closed and I 
haven’t had any more ‘accidents’.  

My African Striped cuckoo has also arrived, visiting every day to 
drink.  I expect she is looking for the babblers to lay her eggs.  
We await developments.  

Another incident was hearing the electric fence clicking only to 
fi nd a snake draped, 
very dead, over 
it.  We identifi ed it 
as a Spotted Bush 
Snake.  

Top: Stunned female fl ycatcher

Bottom: The boyfriend

Stunned kingfi sher

African Striped Cuckoo



Maramba Cultural Village
Lusaka Times

Fire has swept through Maramba culture village in Livingstone burning the restaurant, kitchen, toilets and outside 
performing stage.

The property that belongs to the Ministry of Tourism and Arts was built at a cost of about 3.5 Million Kwacha and was 
in July leased to Nyungu Muumi Cultural Nest a restaurant belonging to the Wife to senior Chief Mukuni of Kazungula 
District.

And Nyungu Muumi Cultural Nest Marketing manager Mary Fulilwa says the fi re started from the back of the kitchen and 
not inside the kitchen.Ms. Fulilwa says one of the drummers from the Zambia National Dance troupe asked for fi re from 
the kitchen to warm his drums but that he allegedly did not put out the fi re when he was done.

Ms. Fulilwa says everything that was in the kitchen and at the bar including laptops, a Television set and phones have all 
burnt to ashes. ...

G:  It was mentioned in another article that the premises had no fi re extinguishers.  This begs the question whether they 
were inspected by Council’s Fire Department.  I know that all premises inspected by the Fire Department have to have 
fi re extinguishers.  And all commercial premises are required to be inspecteed.  Also, we can assume that the thatch had 
not been treated with fi re-proofi ng chemical.  Also, judging by comments in the press, the premises were not insured.  

Saf Par News from Zambezi Elephant Trails 

This time of year our herd loves cooling off in the river, splashing themselves and rolling about in the mud, to coat 
themselves with a cooling layer of natural ‘sunscreen’. Several times a day they can be seen wandering down to the 
water and rolling in mud on the island opposite. Here are Danny and Madinda sparring in the water, and the rest of the 
herd enjoying the mud. 

Our youngest elephant Nyami is now 2 years old. Nyami 
was born to Liwa in September 2014, and continues to 
grow, learn, experiment and frolick alongside the rest of the 
herd. She is incredibly curious, and a big fan of Muyuni, a 
little bull who is just 9 months older. They can be seen play 
fi ghting in the bush and jumping atop one another in the 
Zambezi. These photos show Nyami just after birth, at 1 and 
2 years respectively.



School Club Zambia

Last week saw the offi cial opening of the Carpentry 
Workshop at Chisyabulungu School near Lake Kariba.  I 
went along to watch.  

The Carpentry workshop was paid for through donations 
to School Club.  As Chisyabulungu is a Community School 
and only partly assisted by government the workshop is a 
way for the community to earn income for the running of the 
school.  It also means that the students can learn carpentry.  
The sad part about it is that it still does not have electricity.   
Until then, the workshop will remain a bit of a white 
elephant.  ZESCO has been approached but they haven’t 
been able to make a plan to connect the school although 
there is supply quite close.   

Also opened during the ceremony were the toilet blocks 
and girls’ changing rooms.  There has been a lot in the 
international media recently about the plight of African girls 
when they are having their periods.  Many of them do not go 
to school when they are having their periods meaning that they miss one week of school each month.  School Club has 
helped the girls to make washable sanitary pads, so a girls’ changing room will be a boost to keeping the girls in school 
throughout the term.  

Some pics:

Some of the children 

Entertainment provided by the local troupe.  

ZAMBIA

Lois, CEO of School Club addressing the visitors



Lukusuzi National Park
From The Post

Tourism and Arts minister Charles Banda says he is disappointed with the depletion of wildlife and the high levels of 
encroachment in the Lukusuzi National Park.

In an interview after touring the park on Thursday, Banda said Zambians should learn to appreciate conservation of 
wildlife.

“After having toured this place, one would have expected to see wildlife.  National parks are associated with wildlife but 
this is a depleted area, completely depleted. We even wonder whether we should continue calling it a national park or we 
should de-gazette such areas for settlement. What has caused this, in my opinion, should be the illegal settlements that 
we have been able to see,” Banda said.

He said the park was empty because the country did not do much conservation. ...

G:  From the Peace Parks website I fi nd that Lukusuzi is within one of their Transfrontier Conservation Areas.
Surely Charles Banda could be a bit more upbeat about the future of the park.  Yes, we have had problems in the past but 
our parks do have a future if only we can believe ...

 

Marking another major step in southern Africa’s transfrontier 

conservation development, His Excellency the President of 

the Republic of Malawi, Prof Arthur Peter Mutharika, and 

His Excellency the President of the Republic of Zambia, 

Mr Edgar Chagwa Lungu on 7 July 2015 signed the treaty 

that formally establishes the Malawi-Zambia Transfrontier 

Conservation Area (TFCA) at Sanjika Palace in Blantyre, 

Malawi.

Toll Gate at Kafue

The government has opened another Toll Gate by Kafue Bridge.
I think the fees are normal vehicles K10, minibuses K15, trucks K25 upwards.



Conservation South Luangwa

Big thanks to Norman Carr Safaris, Kakuli Camp guide Julius and also Robin Pope Safaris, Tena guide Bertram for 
helping to locate and stay on this baby till we arrived last night to take off the snare.

Zambian Carnivore Programme

It’s been a busy week for ZCP Kafue’s wildlife vet, Dr. 
Kambwiri Banda, with 2 snared lions and a snared hyena. 
Big thanks to the lodges and operators reporting and 
facilitating our collaborative de-snaring operations with 
DNPW at a key time.



NATIONAL ACCREDITATION IN WILDLIFE SAFARI GUIDE TRAINING  (TEVETA)

Bedrock Africa will be presenting an introduction to the newly accredited National Wildlife Safari Guide curriculums 
which have recently been developed in Zambia and approved through TEVETA from the 21st November, 2016

These courses include

Wildlife Safari Transfer Guide
Wildlife Safari Boating Guide
Wildlife Safari Sports Angling Guide
Wildlife Safari Driving Guide
Wildlife Safari Walking Guide
Wildlife Safari Canoe Guide

All interested persons who wish to register for this “introduction” to the curriculum and syllabus 

please can you email  :    bedrockafrica@gmail.com  /  0966763172  (Dori)



Zimbabwe: 11 China Bound Hyenas Seized At Airport
News 24

About 11 hyenas from Hwange National Park were seized from the airport as they were about to be fl own to 
Johannesburg en route to a safari park in China, News24 reported Sunday.
Sources reportedly said the hyenas were destined for Hangzhou Safari Park in Hangzhou city in eastern China.

Then later from Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force:

HYENAS DESTINED FOR CHINA – UPDATE
The 8 hyenas that were captured on Hwange as per our last report were transported to Harare by 3 Chinese men and 
were trying to export them out of the country by having them loaded on an aeroplane at Harare International Airport 
on Thursday 3rd November 2016. The Chinese men were stopped by the Customs and Excise for trying to export the 
hyenas with fraudulent paperwork. The animals were in a poor state of health with cuts and grazes on their bodies from 
being transported in unsatisfactory cages. The hyena have been impounded and were released at a sanctuary close to 
the airport. One of the hyenas have managed to escape which will cause a huge problem to the residents in that area.  
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Zimbabwean Customs and Excise for carrying out their duties and 
preventing these animals from being loaded. 

G: My question is:  Who captured these hyena in the park???

ZIMBABWE

Friends of Hwange

We have just had an update from Gary.  As usual at this time of year, the heat is indescribable, reaching temperatures 
of 42 Celsius, and all the pans are under severe pressure. There are huge numbers of elephant at all the waterholes 
and Nyamandhlovu Pan has about 1500-2000 elephants that visit every day! For those that know Hwange, we are now 
pumping water into the long trough at the far side (east) of the pan rather than the broken trough close to the platform. 
Recently we installed a new 110mm pipe all the way (over 100 meters) to this trough in an effort to maximize the water 
from the two new solar pumps.  ...
 
Ngweshla is also under enormous pressure despite the fact that we are pumping 150,000L per day there - at least 50% 
more than ever before. Most pans are in a similar situation as far as water is concerned and the excessive heat is a worry.
 
All pumps are working to capacity and supplying as much water as possible in order to minimize the casualties. Many 
animals are exhausted with very low energy levels due to limited food intake.  We badly need rain soon to cool things 
down otherwise we will certainly have a number of deaths –  there have not been too many so far, but mothers and small 
calves are most vulnerable.
 
On the whole the solar pumps are performing well and supplying more water than the diesel engines ever did with the 
added advantage that they are more reliable and don’t need constant attention.  Although times are tough, it could be 
much worse!
 
Thus far, due to the generosity of many donors, we have managed to install 28 solar pumps at 18 pans – a huge feat 
especially as new boreholes needed to be drilled at most pans so we would have 2 pumps working by day.  The most 
recent installation was at Livingi and this was kindly sponsored by Phatisa.
We still have a way to go to complete the project to ensure we are better placed in the future to cope with the increasing 
heat and erratic rainfall.

We also facilitate animal rescue; usually the removal of snares but also animals stuck in the mud that Gary has to pull 
out with the tractor. For the last few months there has been a regional shortage of immobilizing drugs, which has been 
disappointing as it is heartbreaking to watch animals suffer and not be in a position to help. Fortunately a shipment has 
just arrived in the country. Thank you to Hwange Conservation Society UK for sponsoring the drugs needed and some of 
the diesel this work requires. And of course we extend enormous gratitude to Paul de Montile for the rescue work he does 
in the Park.
 
Lets hope for some rain and some cooler weather soon to 
alleviate this desperate situation. 

We are very sad to inform readers that Jericho the Lion, 
Cecil’s coalition partner, died a few days ago. It was a totally 
natural death; he lived and died a magnifi cent, free, wild lion. 
The Hwange community will miss him sorely, as will many 
people the world over that followed his life.

Thank you to Chris Collyer for kindly sharing his wonderful 
photographs.
 
Finaly, a grateful thank you to ZOL Zimbabwe who proudly 
power our internet, free of charge. 
 



Bhejane Trust

The rains have fi nally arrived!! After a relentless heat wave 
for over two months, relief is on hand. Those animals that 
have endured and survived will now fl ourish as the bush 
greens up. The elephant have disappeared overnight on 
their annual trek to the back end of Botswana, and the 
pressure is off the water points. We at Bhejane Trust can 
now regroup, do what maintenance is required, watch the 
pans fi ll up again, and enjoy the rains!!

Bumi Hills

ART AUCTION LIVE! Bid Today to Help Us Protect 
Zimbabwe’s Elephants! Bid Here - http://ebay.to/2fNIagb

The lucky winner will take home a beautifully curated one of 
a kind oil painting of Ben the Elephant, made famous earlier 
this year by The Dodo. Proceeds from this piece will go 
directly to the Bumi Hills Anti Poaching Unit (BHAPU) and 
their efforts on-the-ground each day as protectors of wildlife. 
You too can become a Wildlife Protector by bidding or 
making an investment via http://bit.ly/2eArUPO to the Bumi 
Hills Foundation



Elephant Translocation
Financial Gazette

GOVERNMENT has transferred over 500 elephants from Hwange National Park to less populated areas in Masvingo and 
Manicaland provinces in the wake of the on-going water crisis, the worst to hit Zimbabwe in 25 years.

The translocation comes at a time when Hwange National Park is struggling to accommodate its 45 000 elephant 
population.  It has a carrying capacity of about 15 000 elephants.

The 500 elephants being transferred from Hwange will be relocated to Chipinge, Chimanimani and Malilangwe, among 
other habitats with less elephants.
They had become a danger to both their habitat and surrounding communities, according to Water, Environment and 
Climate Minister, Oppah Muchinguri-Kashiri.
“We are in the process of translocation so that the animals don’t concentrate in one area. We have quarantined baby 
elephants after which we will translocate the elephants to habitats with a few elephants,” she told the Financial Gazette 
last week.

G:  This is a very confusing article.  The cost of translocating elephants is so expensive that we can only wonder where 
the money came from ... if at all any elephants have been moved ...  And the bit about quarantining baby elephants would 
mean that they have been taken away from their mothers ... and therefore will not survive in the wild, so we can only 
wonder what will happen to them.  Is this a way of covering up the selling of more baby elephants to China???

BOTSWANA JOINS SOUTH AFRICA IN TOUGHENING UP ON CHILDREN TRAVELLING
Wild Zambezi

Botswana has joined South Africa in introducing new requirements for children travelling into and out of the country. 

Minors travelling through Botswana’s borders are now required to produce certifi ed copies of unabridged birth certifi cates 
in addition to their valid passports. 

“We will not allow any children under the age of 18 to enter our country without the documents we require from parents,”  
Botswana Director of Immigration and Citizenship Mabuse Pule stated.

According to Pule, industry stakeholders in the travel, tourism and hospitality sector were consulted. In the event that 
one parent is not travelling with the child, the other parent’s affi davit consenting to such travel should be made available. 
However, an affi davit will not be required if the father’s name does not appear on the child’s birth certifi cate



OR Tambo
Times Live

Incoming passengers’ experiences of three- to four-hour waits at undermanned biometric capturing system checkpoints at 
OR Tambo International Airport are earning South Africa a bad reputation overseas.  That’s according to Comair CEO Erik 
Venter‚ who said the airlines in his stable are “constantly having to re-accommodate” international passengers who miss 
connecting fl ights. ...

The biometric system‚ which captures travellers’ fi ngerprints at South Africa’s ports of entry‚ was introduced by the the 
department in April last year‚ but rolled out in earnest in June this year at 65% of Home Affairs’ counters at terminals for 
arrivals and transit passengers. ...

SOUTH AFRICA

BOTSWANA



Kwando Carnivore Project

The Buffalo Core Conservation Area on the western side of Bwabwata NP has been without resident lions for many years. 
Even though prey populations have recovered, the distances that lions would have to move and the challenges that they 
would have to overcome in order to recolonize Buffalo were 
just too great. Two adult males have occupied Mahango 
Core Area on the other side of the Kavango River for years, 
where they are the only resident lions. They often swim 
across the river to the Buffalo side, but because there are 
no resident females, they return to Mahango, the area that 
they know. Reintroduction of large carnivores is particularly 
challenging and often does not succeed, but the recent 
reintroduction of a single adult female lion by the Ministry 
of Environment was an outstanding success. The female 
lion strayed out of a protected area and killed livestock. The 
choice was either to move her or leave her to be killed by 
the cattle farmer. In a daring exercise, she was darted from 
a helicopter by MET, collared and dropped at Buffalo. The 
boys found her almost immediately and the collared male 
was photographed courting her and then mating with her on 
the fl oodplain near Nova ranger station. Soon afterwards 
the second male swam the river and the little pride of three 
have been seen at Buffalo ever since. This is an outstanding 
success story. Of course anything can happen, particularly with lions, but we will report on any further developments.

NAMIBIA



Have a good two weeks 

Gill

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K10.35

P10.78

Nam$14.60

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

28°C (82)  37°C (99)

A SMILE 


