
Dear All

Chisyabulungu School - tree planting ... more later ...
.

LIVINGSTONE
Council Casuals Reduced
Lusaka Times

THE Livingstone City Council has laid off 200 casual workers claiming 
that the authority has no resources to maintain such a workforce, 
Public Relations Manager Emmanuel Sikanyika has said.
Mr Sikanyika said the local authority currently had no fi nancial muscle 
to pay the affected workers.

In an interview in Livingstone, Mr Sikanyika said that the council had 
also decided to move in tandem with the new labour laws that sought 
to abolish casualisation.

“You may know that for a long time, we have been working with casual 
workers. I am sure you are also aware that we have had a challenge in 
terms of paying these people (causal workers) and now with the new 
labour law that has come into effect that abolishes casualisation. ...

Rubbish Distribution
A story sent to me by a reader

There is a small bridge between Ngwenya (near the quarrry) to the 
farms along Simatabolo Highway.  It is in desperate need of repair - 
full of holes - and one wonders how long it will last.  Nearby there has 
been an accumulation of rubbish, so, the other day, a digger arrived 
on the scene, removing the rubbish heap and distributing it over the 
bridge.  The holes have been fi lled in but my correspondent told me 
that they had to get out of their vehicle and remove all the broken 
bottles and tin cans which were part of the rubbish.  Now, as we all 
know, as soon as the rain arrives all this plastic and other waste is 
going to be washed off the bridge and into the river ... Is this what we 
do???



ZAMBIA
Immigration Warning

From Immigration Act:

(7) The holder of a residence permit shall have the rights, privileges, duties and obligations of a citizen, except for those 
rights, privileges, duties and obligations which a law or the Constitution Cap. 1 explicitly ascribes to citizenship.

(8) A residence permit shall cease to be valid if the holder—

 (a)  fails to enter Zambia within six months of the date of issue of the permit or such later date as the Director  
 General of Immigration may endorse on the residence permit;

 (b)  is absent from Zambia for a period in excess of six months without notifying the Director-General of   
 Immigration, in writing, that that person proposes to return to Zambia;
or
 (c)  is absent from Zambia for any period in excess of twelve months.

(9) A person issued with a residence permit shall notify the nearest immigration offi ce of any change of address

(10) A holder of a residence permit who fails to notify an immigration offi cer in writing of any change of address commits 
an offence and is liable, upon conviction, to a fi ne not exceeding one hundred thousand penalty units or to imprisonment 
for a period not exceeding twelve months, or to both.

...

This law, I am told applies to a resident who temporarily goes to work away from their home.  I am not sure the length of 
time a resident has to be away from their normal place of residence for this law to apply, but it is best for all residents to 
inform Immigration if they intend to work away for a certain period.

Chipembele

African pygmy hedgehog family rescued by Zambia Wildlife 
(DNPW) and being cared for by Chipembele Wildlife 
Education Trust - CWET



Planting Trees

Last week I was planting trees at Chisyabulungu School near Lake Kariba.  It was part of a School Club Zambia project.  

Some volunteers were coming from Europe through Exodus Travel and Baraka Community Partnerships and we had 
been asked to keep them busy for a couple of days doing some worthwhile projects.  As I had done very little for School 
Club Zambia, I thought it had to be my time to do some work.  

Chisyabulungu School is a community school and they have very few resources but do have over 600 students on the 
register.  The school is in a mopane woodland; the soil is 
horrid – a bit like concrete; and it is so hot.  The children 
have very little shade in which to relax and the classrooms, 
with their tin roofs, are like ovens.  

I had collected some indigenous trees from Sesheke and 
Livingstone and piled them into the car and set off for Lake 
Kariba, a 5-hour drive away.  The day before the volunteers 
were due to arrive I went to the school to designate planting 
spots.  Each spot was dug down for a few centimetres and 
we poured water into the ‘hole’ so that it could soften the 
soil below.  I hoped that we could get the hole nice and 
deep and fi ll it full of top soil and manure to help the trees to 
grow.  

The following day with our 12 volunteers, we pitched up 
at the school and were welcomed by the Head Teacher, 
Accent, and a song and dance from the children.  

We then set to digging our holes for the trees with members 
of the Young Farmers Club of the school.  Each of the 12 
volunteers 
had two 
Young 
Farmers as 
assitants.  
All the other 
children got 
involved 
too, bringing 
water in 
oddly-shaped 

containers, bringing sacks of manure and sand, and generally just being 
part of the 
fun.  

Although we 
used hoes, 
shovels, and 
spikes, the 
deepest we 
could get the 
holes was 
about half a 
metre.  We 
poured in 
more water 
in the hopes 
that we could 
dig deeper.  We couldn’t.  So that was it.  We planted our 
trees with lots of dried leaves, manure and sand maixed 
with some of the original soil.  The trees then had to be 

Time for a play

Tree Planted and time for a photo

Everyone out in the sun, planting trees

Accent, Head Teacher, welcoming the volunteers



protected against goats and cattle; each getting its own little fence.  

As a bit of a break during the tree planting the children 
entertained the volunteers with a play on conservation.  
It raised a few chuckles and made us all think about 
conservation and the way society treats the environment.  

The plan is to take photographs of the trees as they grow 
and keep in touch with the volunteers through Baraka.  In 
years to come the children will have shade and we hope 
they will have a much more welcoming environment in 
which to study.  

Nanzhila

Morning and afternoon sightings yesterday of a cheetah and 
her two offspring. Very relaxed and accommodating.

Watching the Play

Each tree has its own defences against goats and cattle



Daily Maverick, South Africa

The 17th Cites conference (CoP17) begins this week in Johannesburg against the sombre background of a 30% crash 
in African savanna elephant numbers in just seven years, mainly because of poaching driven by Far Eastern syndicates. 
Conservationists also worry that ivory poaching is moving through southern Zambia towards Botswana’s Okavanga Delta, 
location of the world’s largest elephant herds. By John Mukela for AMABHUNGANE.

The Great Elephant Census, funded by Microsoft co-founder Paul G Allen’s company Vulcan, was released in March. It 
found there were 352,271 savanna elephants still in the wild, a loss of 144,000, representing an 8% annual rate of decline 
between 2007 and 2014. During the 1930s there were 15-million wild savanna elephants in Africa.

CoP17 will consider 62 proposals to modify controls on international wildlife trade and products from around the world. 
Close to 500 species may be affected, with elephants prominent among them.

The Elephant Trade Information System (Etis), administered by Cites, states that “levels of poaching (in Africa) remain far 
too high to allow elephant populations to recover, with some populations facing risk of local extinction”.

Large numbers of elephant carcasses were discovered in allegedly protected areas. Hardest hit are Mozambique and 
Tanzania, where the rate of decline is 40% a year.

But the survey also highlighted the threat to the Zambian ecosystem, with “a very high carcass ratio of 85%” in the Sioma-
Ngwezi National Park in the south-west of the country.

It found that Sioma-Ngwezi and Lower West Zambezi Game Management Area are “very unstable” and that the elephant 
population is “rapidly decreasing”.

Elephant numbers there plummeted from 900 to just 48 between 2004 and 2015.

These alarming statistics pinpoint the area as a possible new hotspot for elephant poaching, and raise a red fl ag over the 
growing threat to Botswana’s iconic herds.

Sioma Ngwezi is part of the Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area, or Kaza, straddling Zambia, Angola, 
Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe. Poaching-related arrests in the park rose from 11 in 2014 to 84 last year.

Kaza was once estimated to host as many as 250,000 elephants, and Zambia’s estimated national herd in the early 
1960s was of a similar size. Poaching saw those numbers dwindle to 18,000 by the late 1980s.

The massive decline spoke of a lack of co-ordinated wildlife policies, crooked game management enforcement and lack of 
government capacity.

Botswana now records the world’s highest elephant population, of up to 50,000, compared to Zambia’s 21,800.

With their large unprotected borders, Cites identifi es Angola, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Mozambique and 
Tanzania as high ivory poaching and traffi cking countries – with Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe currently harbouring 
signifi cant elephant populations.

Zambia’s geographical position places it at the centre of regional networks, with illegal wildlife products from a number of 
countries being transported from and through that country, en route to other transit areas and markets.

This is the rationale for the establishment of wildlife NGOs such as Game Rangers International (GRI), a Zambian 
conservation organisation that works with the government’s department of national parks and wildlife.

The GRI’s Wildlife Crime Prevention Project undertakes covert, undercover and information gathering operations. Its 
investigations include raids, stings, road blocks, airport and border controls.

The NGO notes that Lusaka “has for long been known as a wildlife crime hub where wildlife products are processed and 
from where criminals are able to source weapons, fi nance and other logistics”.

Two current Zambian trials in the Lusaka magistrates court, in which fi ve men are charged with unlawful possession of 
rhino horn, highlight Zambia’s connections to wildlife rings operating in the region.

The horns in question were in transit from Namibia to the Far East. Signifi cantly, one of the accused, Nefuma Stefanus, is 
Namibian.

Of equal concern is the fact that two other accused, Mwiya Masheke and Chrispine Masheke, serve the Zambian air 
force. The trials, which began at the beginning of this month, highlight an alarming pattern in Africa – the involvement 
of politicians, civil servants, law enforcement offi cers and conservation offi cials, responsible for protecting threatened 
species, in alleged poaching and smuggling.

The second ongoing trial involves the alleged theft in Lusaka of the same rhino horns from the department’s exhibits 
strongroom by Lameck Mumba, a senior departmental investigator.



A departmental sting operation cornered the four at the Embassy Park shopping mall, near the teeming Lusaka township 
of Chawama, with contraband of 3.9kg of rhino horn worth R5-million.

As Zambia’s last rhino was killed three decades ago, the country was not the source of the contraband.

All fi ve suspects deny the charges but if found guilty, could face minimum sentences of fi ve years and maximum 25-year 
terms.

The involvement of embassy mission staff in wildlife traffi cking is also well known across the region. In Tanzania, 
considered the largest source of poached ivory in the world, Chinese diplomats have been implicated. In Zimbabwe, it 
was North Koreans and in South Africa, fi ngers were pointed at Vietnamese embassy staff.

In Zambia, North Koreans were initially heavily involved before the closure of their embassy in 1998, but with heightened 
Chinese co-operation, the Chinese have taken over.

Collusion by senior Zambia military personnel with wildlife criminals is not new. In May 2013 Colonel Oscar Chapula, 
military adviser to the Zambia army commander, was intercepted at Kenneth Kaunda International Airport with two 
suitcases of elephant tusks worth $1.5-million.

Chapula was about to fl y out on a seven-day working visit to China, as part of the army commander’s entourage, 
alongside two unnamed Chinese embassy offi cials who reportedly claimed diplomatic immunity.

Following top-level interventions by defence ministry offi cials and the Chinese ambassador, the two Chinese were 
released, and nothing further was heard of the case.

Botswana-based Mike Chase, director of the conservation NGO Elephants Without Borders, said poachers operate 
with impunity in Sioma-Ngwezi because of its remoteness. “No one’s involved in these regions—no ecotourism, no 
researchers, and probably very little in the way of anti-poaching initiatives,” Chase said.

Policing the area is also diffi cult because poachers have an easy escape route. “Within a matter of minutes they can be in 
four different countries, knowing that local law enforcement offi cials will not pursue them across international borders,” he 
added. 

Chase is alarmed by Sioma’s closeness to the Okavango Delta, which hosts the world’s largest single remaining 
population. “It’s only a matter of time before poachers begin killing elephants there,” he warned. ...

Meanwhile ... after the fi rst day of discussions ...

CoP17
Abc News

The world’s biggest conference on the international wildlife trade has begun in Johannesburg, but African countries 
lashed out at Western charities for “dictating” how they should protect their elephants.
Over the next 12 days, thousands of conservationists and top government offi cials will thrash out international trade 
regulations aimed at protecting different species.

A booming illegal wildlife trade has put huge pressure on an existing treaty signed by more than 180 countries — the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).

And the plight of Africa’s elephants, targeted for their tusks, generated fi erce debate as the talks kicked off.

Zimbabwe, Zambia, South Africa and Namibia castigated Western-based animal charities, saying they “dictated” on how 
African resources should be managed.

“Please leave us alone, don’t just come and dictate what we should be doing,” Zambian Tourism Minister Stephen 
Mwansa said. ...

G:  In some ways we should all agree with Stephen Mwansa – there has to be an African solution for an African problem.  
But rarely, at African Union meetings is the plight of our wildlife addressed.  It makes me sad that the next generation of 
African children will never get to see an elephant, a rhino or a giraffe.  
Yes, it is a serious issue because our human population has increased hugely and there is more and more wildlife-human 
confl ict.  But do we allow the continued destruction of our natural heritage because we cannot see a way forward?  

We have to look at the ways our Conservation NGOs are working and use their knowledge.  They have found ways that 
the local communities can exist with, and benefi t from, their wildlife.  If African governments do not want to be dictated to 
by outside conservationists then they must face the problem themselves ... decide: do we want wildlife or don’t we???



From the BBC

Ian Stevenson rushes off to a small airstrip near the Zambezi river, eager to take to the air.
The plane is just one part of the logistical support role that his organisation, Conservation Lower Zambezi (CLZ), provides 
to the government-run park rangers.
As well as the plane, CLZ helps with communications with rangers in the fi eld, provides equipment and is training a dog 
team to intercept shipments of ivory.
But despite these signifi cant efforts to aid the park ranger in the fi ght against poaching, Ian and his colleagues don’t al-
ways feel the love of the local population.
“You can go into the community and see someone who’s had his crops wiped out last night and they will say they see no 
benefi ts, and they have no interest in having elephants 
here,” he says.
“It’s very mixed. I do think people understand that without 
this wildlife they would not have the same opportunities as 
they do with it, that’s very hard to tell someone who lost 
their crops last night. But there’s no magic fi x.”
The CLZ efforts are focused on short-term fi xes such as 
supporting the rangers, but the longer term is also key, 
and that’s about education and ensuring that communities 
see and feel the benefi ts of conservation.
But the pressures of poaching mean that there may not be 
a long term. Right now support organisations like CLZ are 
having to spend millions of dollars in a race with organ-
ised criminal gangs intent on hunting down the elephants.
Ian says that curbing demand for ivory on a global scale 
needs to happen. And fast.
“I hope we can keep it up, if the resources can be sustained, you may get donor fatigue,” he admits.
“The only thing that will really work in the end is changing the whole mentality of a culture around the world.”

New Development for Vic Falls
Chronicle

Victoria Falls Municipality has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with a South African and a local 
construction company to build a multi-million dollar complex in the resort town. 

The local authority has engaged Manyara and Associates, a local contractor as well as Mud Hut of South Africa for the 
ambitious project: a civic centre, a fi ve-star hotel, a shopping mall, convention centre and a hospital facility among other 
structures. ...

ZIMBABWE



A sex change in the savanna? Five rare lionesses spotted in Botswana have MANES and behave like males
Daily Mail, UK

With their bushy manes and a powerful roar to match, the masculine behaviour observed in a group of lions in Botswana 
might not seem out of the ordinary – except, they’re female.
Researchers have observed fi ve lionesses at the Moremi Game Reserve in the Okavango delta that act like males, scent-
marking at a similar frequency, and even mounting other females.
It’s not known for sure why these lionesses look and behave in this way, but researchers say it’s likely the result of high 
levels of testosterone, suggesting they may also be infertile.

While sporadic reports of maned lionesses have been 
recorded in the past, researchers have now observed the 
existence of fi ve such animals, New Scientist reports.
The unusual behaviour is described in a paper published to 
the African Journal of Ecology.
Unlike typical females, who lack a mane and do not roar 
as frequently as males, the lionesses seen at the Moremi 
Game Reserve exhibit a number of these masculine 
characteristics.
One was even observed killing two cubs from a 
neighbouring pride, a behaviour commonly seen in males.
A photo, shared on Twitter by conservation ecologist Simon 
Dures, reveals a stunning glimpse at one of these rare 
maned lionesses, walking side-by-side with a much larger 
male. 

Researchers in Botswana, including Geoffrey D. Gilfi llan of 
the University of Sussex in Falmer, fi rst began studying the 
group in 2014.
Over the next two years, Gilfi llan tracked the behaviour of a 
particular lioness, called SaF05.
According to the researcher, this particular lioness is larger than most females, and has small mane.
‘While SaF05 is mostly female in her behaviour – staying with the pride, mating males – she also has some male 
behaviours, such as increased scent-marking and roaring, as well as mounting other females,’ Gilfi llan told New Scientist.

Researchers say high amounts of testosterone could be to blame for this phenomenon.
It’s known that the hormone is directly tied to the development of the mane – in the case that a male is castrated, he will 
lose his mane.

And, a female lion held at the National Zoological Gardens of South Africa was found to develop a mane after problems in 
her ovaries resulted in an increase in testosterone.
Once the issue had been resolved, the mane disappeared.  
The maned lionesses in Botswana appear to be healthy, but none so far have become pregnant, further supporting the 
theory that increased amounts of androgens, like testosterone, may be the underlying cause, New Scientist reports.
And as they all originate from the same region, researchers speculate genetics may play a role.

Mombo’s maned lioness with male.  Huge difference.  

Photo:  Jamie Thom

BOTSWANA

Botswana National Parks Campsites

I had a quick note from a reader to tell me that the Campsites in Botswana National Parks now privatised.  

From Maun 4x4
With the privatization of campsites by the DWNP, there is now a convoluted procedure to booking campsites.  Currently, 4 
different companies have been awarded management and operation of DWNP campsites ...

From Tracks 4 Africa
Making bookings for one of the camps in the National Parks in Botswana normally is a nightmare and should be done a 
year in advance otherwise one might end up not having your reservations sorted out on the day that you leave.
Some of the camps can still be booked through the Department of Wildlife and National Parks, but the management of 
some of the camps in the National Parks and Game Reserves have been awarded to private companies. Figuring out 
where to book which camp can be quite a brain teaser. ...

G: Booking is obviously a bit tricky but I feel that it is still Botswana National Park staff who take care of the sites.  



NAMIBIA

Mazambala Lodge
The Namibian

A fi re gutted the Mazambala Lodge in Kongola constituency 
Thursday, leaving what was considered as the jewel of the 
Zambezi in ashes.
It is understood that the staff used fi re extinguishers and 
water to try to stop the fi re but failed because of the heavy 
winds on the day.

Sources said the fi re started from one of the workers’ 
thatched shelter and was blown towards the six bungalows 
as well as three vehicles that were parked outside.

The bungalows too had thatched roofs, which made it 
easier for the fi re to spread quickly. ...

Decomposed and Burned Bodies of Poachers
New Era

The decomposed and partly burnt bodies of two men that were discovered in the Bwabwata National Park in Kavango 
East Region by staff of the Ministry of Environment and Tourism (MET) have fi nally been identifi ed.

...

According to police information, the two men were reported missing on June 10 from Sauyemwa location in Rundu. It was 
alleged that they went poaching for elephants with others but the others came back but not them. Their burnt out vehicle 
was recovered in Bwabwata about 24 km from Divundu.

“We suspect foul play and a murder case has since been opened as per Divundu CR 01/09/2016. We are investigating 
and request anyone who may have 
information which may lead to the arrest of 
the suspects to come forward,” said the acting 
regional crime investigations coordinator for 
Kavango East, Detective Chief Inspector 
Chrispin Mubebo.

The two decomposed bodies were discovered 
on Sunday in Bwabwata National Park in 
Kavango East Region by staff of MET who 
were on a routine patrol.

Their remains and clothes were found 
scattered in the bush ... 



Kwando Carnivore Project

This sub-adult male lion was fi rst captured and collared by the Ministry of Environment during 2016 in Mudumu National 
Park where he was born. The collar malfunctioned so he could not be tracked. During the Panthera large carnivore survey 
of Luengue-Luiana NP in Angola that falls north of Bwabwata NP, he was “captured” on camera trap approximately 30 
km into Angola along with his two brothers (See attached map). Somehow these three dispersing age male lions made 
it through a human dominated landscape to another protected area in a neighbouring country. We are unsure if he has 
settled there, but during 2017 we will launch a project that is aimed at understanding how dispersing age lions moved 
through the Kwando area. The Kwando and its surrounds are considered an important wildlife dispersal area within the 
greater KAZA TFCA landscape. Project partners include Ministry of Environment, Panthera, WWF Namibia, the KAZA 
Large Carnivore Conservation Coalition and the various communities that live in Bwabwata National Park and the con-
servancies of the Zambezi Region.

Deforestation in the Caprivi
The Namibian

District forestry offi cer at Katima Mulilo Dennis Sikabongo 
said there is a worrisome trend of residents hiring 
foreigners to harvest mopane trees.  Mopane trees are 
protected in Namibia.

Sikabongo last week told The Namibian that residents 
hire foreigners to harvest the trees illegally in order to 
sell them, and they do so without taking into account the 
irreversible damage to the environment.

He said this has become a concern in the Zambezi region, 
especially in the Katima Mulilo rural constituency.

“Deforestation has many negative effects on the 
environment. The most dramatic one is the loss of habitat 
for millions of species. Seventy percent of the earth’s 
land animals and plants live in forests, and many cannot 
survive the deforestation that destroys their homes,” he stated. ...

G:  I fi nd this article a bit confusing.  Mopane trees are only used for fences and house building.  There is no commercial 
use, as far as I know.  If foreigners are involved they would have to transport them out of the country ... when both Zambia 
and Zimbabwe has vast woodlands of mopane ...  



Have a good two weeks 

Gill
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