
Dear All

Sorry about my newsletter for July 20; it didn’t happen.  I was working on the completion of my magazine and also, there 
seemed so little news to get excited about.  As Zambia runs towards elections our journalists seem to be incapable of 
covering anything but politics.  

I have been looking for Zambia’s team for the Olympics which start this week and can fi nd only one article (in the Daily 
Mail) about Kabange Mupopo who is set to run.  On Wikipedia I am informed that Jordan Chipangama will run the 
marathon, Gerald Phiri 100m, Kabange Mupopo 200m, Benny Muziyo will box, Matthews Punza will compete in judoka, 
Ralph Goveia and Jade Howard will swim.  The Olympics is a way for all Zambians to come together to support their 
competitors but all we get in the news is politics which is so divisive.  Very sad.  

LIVINGSTONE
Lunch with Elephants

Safari Par Excellence has introduced a new activity – lunch with elephants.  I went along to test the activity last week.  

The elephants at Zambezi Elephant Trails started off with 6 orphaned elephants who were trained to take elephant rides.  
There are now 10 elephants as 4 babies have been born 
over the years.   Their home is next door to Thorntree 
Lodge in the Mosi-oa-Tunya Park.  

The elephant rides have proved very popular but Saf Par 
realised that elephant interaction was equally popular with 
their guests and decided to expand upon that experience.  

The activity starts at the David Livingstone Safari Lodge 
where guests board a jet boat.  The boat whizzes up the 
Zambezi River, through all the rapids at the end of the 

game park, through the islands of Kandahar, Kalai and 
Kakunka.  Passes Toka Leya Lodge and Sussi & Chuma 
Lodge and then arrives at the island opposite the Elephant 
Boma.  The ride is a lot of fun and we found hippos, 
crocodiles and many waterbirds.  

After walking across the island we boarded a pontoon boat 
to cross to the mainland where we could see the elephants 
waiting for us.  Some of them had their trunks in the air 
smelling us and the boat as we arrived.  Elephants don’t 
have good eye-sight but have an acute sense of smell.  

After a welcoming drink we saw an elephant handler 
arriving on the scene with a wheel barrow full of sacks.  



The elephants knew what was about to happen and got 
all excited.  The sacks were carried to various spots in 
the grounds and their contents poured onto the grass – 
elephant pellets.  The elephants settled down to munch on 
their favourite treat while the guests walked around with 
small bags of pellets to hand-feed.  

These elephants are still wild but are used to humans as 
long as we respect them.  The handlers were kept on their 
toes as they kept us in the right place so that we didn’t get 
trodden on.  Although the elephants are very careful, they 
are also big and accidents could happen.  

In the meantime baboons and vervet monkeys arrived 
through the trees and dived in between the elephants to 
steal a few snacks for themselves.  One small baboon had 
stuffed so many pellets into his cheeks that he looked very 
comical.  

After the elephant interaction we retired to the tented deck 
by the river to have lunch.  Meanwhile the elephants walked 
around the grounds for a while and then wandered back to 
their stables with their handlers.  

Lunch was 3-course 5-star.  Oooo ... and I was so full 
afterwards.  Ravioli starter, lamb casserole followed by 
macaroons and ice cream.  I just wanted to curl up on a 
sofa and go to sleep.  

Good fun was had by all.  Thank you, Saf Par.  

\



Snare poachers invade Mosi oa Tunya park
The Post

Southern Regional Management Unit senior wildlife warden in charge, Lusizi Mwale, says the Mosi oa Tunya National Park 
is facing serious challenges of poaching using wire snares.
In an interview at the Southern Tourism, Agriculture and Commercial Show (STACS) in Livingstone, Mwale said the Mosi-
oaTunya National Park, which is home to Zambia’s only white Rhinos, is facing increasing poaching using snares.
She said management of the national park was challenging as it was surrounded by residential areas.
‘As Mosi oa Tunya National Park, we are facing a very big challenge especially from snaring. Wire snaring is not choosy 
with which animal it will pick on, it affects both big and small game, and it is a silent killer. Unlike a gunshot, a wire is silent 
and it affects all kinds of species’, Mwale said.
She said wildlife extension offi cers regularly conducted educational programmes in the surrounding communities of the 
Mosioa Tunya National Park to sensitise people on the dangers of snaring and also making them appreciate the social 
and economical benefi ts of wildlife as the tourism sector in Zambia was wildlife based.
Mwale added that the wildlife department had managed to reduce animal human confl ict to a greater extent.
‘We have over 40, 000 households that can attest to that, we have been working very closely with our cooperating 
partners [Grade International] on a pilot project by mounting the deterrent lines around town which have been keeping the 
elephants away from residential areas,’ said Mwale, adding that the intervention would see good harvests as elephants 
had been kept away from farming areas.

ZAMBIA
Conservation Lake Tanganyika

Nangu Peninsular in Nsumbu remains our elephant 
stronghold with several healthy herds living there. 
Unfortunately they were not too happy about having their 
picture taken. this timeline of photos shows how elephant 
used their trail within 30 minutes of us setting the camera 
up, perhaps our scent was still too strong. A Pachyderm foot 
makes short work of a camera trap!

a herd of elephants approaches...

Has a smell of the camera ...

Some of the herd are clearly nervous ...



Conservation Lower Zambezi

Fury, our little Canis 
africanis puppy, is 
getting more and 
more famous! She is 
progressing so well 
here at CLZ Base 
Camp, training every 
day with her handlers.
After an idea coined 
by Invictus K9 to trial 
a local village dog, 
Fury was selected 
and brought to CLZ. 
Now she is already 
completing tracking 
and detection exercises 
alongside her Dog Unit 
counterparts, Lego and 
Bar. Watch this space for Fury’s progression!

This weekend we welcome 24 children and 4 teachers from 
Rufunsa to CLZ Base Camp. The kitchen at Base Camp is 
therefore extremely busy and working hard whilst sporting 
their new aprons made by the Mbeli Women’s Group 
(meaning ‘to move forward’).
CLZ is working with a local women’s group based in the 
Chiawa GMA, encouraging them in skills development. 
They are a group of 12 strong independent and passionate 
women trying to generate an income on the side of 
subsistence farming, being a mother and for some also 
attending night classes.
Please contact us if you would like to order your own apron 
or any other merchandise by the Mbeli Group:
napkins, Bistro style aprons, Food Covers / Jug covers
Table runners, Sponge bags, etc

We look forward to supporting these ladies with your help!

Conservation South Luangwa

Great job by our ZCP CSL vet and teams de-snaring this hyaena.



From Care2 Petitions
By Alister Watson

As you may be aware the Zambia Environmental Management Authority (ZEMA) on 20th January, 2016 approved two 
exploration mining licenses inside Lochnivar National Park in Monze district. The proponent, a company based in Zambia, 
has obtained two exploration licenses with a combined land area of approximately 800ha in order to facilitate the location 
of minerals to make - amongst other things - blackboard chalk. From experience in Lower Zambezi National Park mining 
project, this approval may give approval for the developer to obtain a mining license and to start mining.

Having taken on the issue of mining in Lower Zambezi National Park in a personal capacity, I believe the need to act 
quickly and to gather necessary information for advocacy is critical while the issue is current. 

Please raise this serious issue to the attention of the general public, the media and the politicians the prospect of the 
impending environmental damage to this unique national park.

Join our Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/147198102375980/, like, share and tweet via 
@nomininginlnp to your followers!

G: Does anyone know more?



Game Rangers International
Elephant Orphanage, Kafue National Park

Today, EOP - Kafue Release Facility welcomed a group of 
children from Lwengu School, Monze to visit the elephants. 
We received a letter from the Secretary of the school’s 
Nature Club, Mutina Lweendi saying that when grade 12 
visited last year they were “astonished by the care given 
to the elephant calves at the orphanage and they learnt 
fun and interesting facts about the elephants” and have 
since decided to help raise funds using their Nature Club’s 
motto “Only elephants must wear ivory” (here you can see 
their donation being proudly passed to the Kafue Release 
Facility). The children managed to raise 614.10k for the 
Orphanage. With a further 700k being added by the school! 
We are very grateful for the kind donation and amazing spirit 
being shown by the future generation!

Bangweulu Wetlands

Snares are a scourge across many African conservation areas, killing and maiming unselectively. Poachers favour this 
trapping method as they are silent and hard to detect... can YOU spot the snares in these photos?





Thandiwe Mweetwa - Field Researcher at the Zambian Carnivore Programme, Zambia

Thandiwe tragically lost both parents when she was a teenager, but not before they had instilled in her that she could 
achieve anything she wanted to in life. The seeds of her 
interest in wildlife and conservation were then sewn when 
she had to move 700 kilometres across Zambia to live with 
her safari guide uncle and aunt in a rural village bordering 
the South Luangwa National Park. It was there that she 
began attending the Chipembele Wildlife Education Centre, 
where she was a star pupil. It was this same academic 
excellence and sheer determination that enabled her to go 
on to achieve an International Baccalaureate in the UK and a 
BSc in Animal Science at the University of British Columbia.

While at university she began working with the Zambian 
Carnivore Programme (ZCP) during her holidays back in 
South Luangwa. It was not long until she became a full-time 
ZCP fi eld researcher, and she is currently also a graduate 
student at the University of Arizona, studying the population 
dynamics of Luangwa lions and the impacts of hunting and 
poaching on this critical lion stronghold.

At the same time as furthering her own education, 
Thandiwe is a mentor to other students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. She works to help Luangwa’s aspiring young 
conservationists to reach their potential by directing ZCP’s 
high school education programmes. Under her guidance, 
students design and conduct their own research in the 
national park as training for higher education or employment.

And if that weren’t enough, she is also now a Chipembele 
Trustee, helping to ensure the next generation of students 
receive the education, support and encouragement to which 
she attributes her success.

Liuwa Plain

She started out with 4 cubs, but it seems now that there are 
only 3 who are about 3 months old by now.
This cheetah mother, Cheetah 180, gave birth to these cubs 
a bit further north in park than where she had her last litter 
two years ago. There is less food in the area and at this time 
of the year fi res are common, but there are also a lot less 
hyenas which helps a lot in terms of the survival of the cubs. 
Take a look at this gorgeous photo taken by Daan Smit from 
Zambian Carnivore Programme who says Cheetah 180 is a 
good mother!
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Painted Dog Foundation

Searching for a single painted dog is like searching for a proverbial needle in a haystack, when the needle is moving!
That has been our challenge for the past 18 days, as we searched for Fran, the sole survivor of her pack. Her pack mates 
have all been killed in snares in the past twelve months, indicating the severity of the poaching problem we battle against.
Fran is safe now. Recovering in our Rehabilitation Facility from her grizzly snare wound.

ZIMBABWE

Bumi Hills AntiPoaching Unit

In a combined operation with the Kariba Animal Welfare 
Trust (KAWFT), Parks and BHAPU a zebra stallion with a 
neck injury (caused by a wire snare) is treated in Kariba.
Photos: J. Slade

Finally isolated from the ‘dazzle’ for a shot, it is easy to see 
where the snare has cut into the stallion’s neck. ...

Preperation and patience is integral when immobilising 
wildlife. Never rush a situation as things can take a turn for 
the worse quickly. ...

The wound is cleaned 
and checked to ensure 
the wire has not become 
embedded under the 
fl esh. Fortunately for this 
animal, the snare broke 
free. Antibiotics are 
administered to hasten 
the healing process. ...

‘Wound spray” 
or Terramycin 
(Oxytetracycline) treats 
the injuries, leaving a 
characteristic blue stain 
(which fortunately rubs 
off quickly!) ...



BTO leads P129M Kasane/Kazungula facelift 

Mmegi

The Botswana Tourism Organisation (BTO) is expected to take over the coordination of a P129 million Kasane/Kazungula 
re-development plan, which is expected to kick off soon.
The project is meant to improve the infrastructure and general outlook of Kasane and was originally handled by the 
Ministry of Lands and Housing and the Chobe District Council.
“We have been in talks with offi cials from BTO and they have asked to be roped in to co-ordinate the project. They want 
to engage various experts among them urban planners to execute the development plan.
“They feel that because the developments are within a tourism area it should be left to them. A fi nal decision is yet to be 
taken but they are very likely to coordinate the project,” said Chobe Land Board secretary Kealeboga Kemoreile when 
fi elding questions from the media during a press briefi ng recently. 

According to Kemoreile, the project among others, aims to turn the shabby looking location of Kgaphamadi into an 
attractive place to woo tourists into Kasane. 
“Kgaphamadi is one of the key areas earmarked for development under the Kasane/Kazungula facelift project. We are 
aware of concerns that the area is not attractive,” Kemoreile said.
In addition, Kemoreile said that communities that will be affected by the developments are yet to be relocated.
“Close to 300 people will be relocated from Kasane to Nyungwe.

About 67 homes will be moved from one area in Kazungula to another. Their relocation has been delayed by servicing of 
new plots where they will be moved,” he said.

BOTSWANA

Kwando Carnivore Project

Our pilot study on protecting cattle from lions in mobile kraals 
while fertilizing cropping fi elds with their dung is underway. 
The cows were nervous of entering a structure that they 
could not see through, but they quickly settled down and 
seemed in no hurry to exit the following morning for a hard 
day’s grazing. The mobile bomas stays in place for one week. 
During that time the cattle are kraaled at night. They trample 
dung and urine into the topsoil, which provides nutrients for 
the crops that will be planted there. The kraal is then shifted 
to another patch for another week and so on. This method 
provides 100% protection to cattle from lions and crops that 
planted on these fi elds produce up to four times more maize. 
This is the fi rst time that this method has been used in this 
region so we are monitoring everything closely. Thank you 
so much to WWF Germany and Brit Reichelt-Zolho once 
again for this opportunity.

NAMIBIA

Brown Hyena Research Project

Recently, this carnivore tracker app has been released for Namibia to give everyone the 
chance to become a citizen scientist.
We would like to remind all of you how important it is to report your sightings, not only of 
brown hyena, but of all carnivores.
We are looking forward to receive your sightings!

Carnivore Tracker is free to download and is available for both Apple and Android. Visit www.
cheetah.org/carnivore-tracker for more information.



Lomani National Park
Mongabay

Late last week, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
government announced the creation of the country’s fi rst 
new national park in more than four decades. Spanning 
an area of Congo Basin almost twice the size of the U.S. 
state of Delaware, Lomami National Park brings stronger 
protections to an area home to unique wildlife threatened by 
increasing human disturbance. ...

One of the few areas that have remained relatively 
unscathed is a swath of rainforest in the DRC’s heart. Due 
to fl ooding and soil that isn’t readily farmable, this region has 
escaped large-scale human development typically driven by 
agricultural conversion. Until recently, this area the largest 
forest block in the DRC unknown to outside world – even 
to scientists. Then in 2007, researchers set out to fi nally 
survey it through a joint effort called the TL2 Project after the 
Tshuapa, Lomami, and Lualaba rivers that fl ow through the 
region.

What they found was a wildlife paradise, with more Congo 
endemics (species found nowhere else) than in any other 
protected area in the country. The team recorded okapi, 
forest elephants, Congo peacocks, bonobos, and others. 
The project found species only suspected of being in the 
region and expanded the known range of bonobos. The 
researchers even uncovered a new monkey unknown to 
science: the lesula (Cercopithecus lomamiensis), a uniquely 
colorful member of the guenon family with a strangely 
human face.

DRC

African Union launches all-Africa passport

CNN

As the European Union threatens to unravel in the wake of Britain’s vote to leave, the African Union is pursuing a path of 
closer integration through the launch of a common passport that will grant visa-free access to all 54 member states.

The electronic passports will be unveiled at the AU summit in Kigali, Rwanda, later this month, where they will be issued 
to heads of state and senior offi cials. The Union aims to distribute them to all African citizens by 2018.

“This fl agship project has the specifi c aim of facilitating free movement of persons, goods and services around the 
continent – in order to foster intra-Africa trade, integration and socio-economic development,” the Union announced in a 
statement. ...

OTHER STUFF



Trophy Hunting
Wide Open Spaces

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has released a paper which specifi cally addresses trophy 
hunting and its role in wildlife conservation. The paper presents an objective, unbiased look at trophy hunting, both good 
and bad practices, and its impact on wildlife populations and local communities.

This paper also looks at how bans on trophy hunting and the import/export of trophy hunting trophies affects the dynamic 
of both conservation and the fi nancial stability of local communities.

It is hoped that this study will inform the decision making of various governing bodies and entities that could institute bans 
on the import of big game trophies.

The IUCN recognizes that there are “examples of weak governance, corruption, lack of transparency, excessive quotas, 
illegal hunting, poor monitoring and other problems in a number of countries”. They maintain that such practices need ur-
gent reform, and that the hunting community as well as the countries themselves would benefi t greatly from such reform.

However, the focus of this paper is the overwhelming success in the areas of wildlife restoration and population rebound, 
as well as in the increased wellbeing of indigenous and local communities that live in concert with wildlife, when well regu-
lated hunting and game management are in place.

Recognizing that habitat loss is the single biggest threat to wildlife, the study attempts to look at how hunting and tourism 
– the two biggest income generators for conservation – can play an important role in securing and safeguarding habitat 
for wildlife, while replacing the income (and in many cases surpassing it) lost in human-centric development of lands.

If we can bring in more money to local communities by increasing lands set aside for wildlife and hunting than, say, for 
farming, then that is a benefi t for both wildlife and the local communities. These solutions must be of mutual benefi t to 
both humans and wildlife. This cannot be a one or the other sort of arrangement, or it just won’t work and both will suffer 
(with wildlife feeling the bigger loss).

Part of the problem with bans is that they are indiscriminate and affect both good and bad hunting practices, even in the 
same country. Bans are a “blunt instrument that risks undermining important benefi ts for both conservation and local liveli-
hoods”. As such they do nothing to address the real threats to wildlife: habitat loss and poaching. In fact, they increase 
those threats.

For all of these species, as the case studies note, well-managed trophy hunting can indeed promote population recovery, 
protection, and maintenance of habitat.
Bringing in dollars, signifi cant dollars, to local communities is what a good deal of the paper focuses on. In case after case 
we are given examples of exactly how dollars from trophy hunting are brought into the communities and how they are 
spread around to help maintain wildlife habitat and pay for anti-poaching measures.

Since trophy hunting programmes were introduced for these species, White Rhino increased in South Africa from 1,800 
(in 1968) to around 18,400; and Black Rhino increased in South Africa and Namibia from around 2,520 (in 2004) to 
around 3,500. By end 2015, these two countries conserved 90% of Africa’s rhinos, yet only 0.34% and 0.05% of their 
white and black rhino populations were hunted.

Not only has rhino hunting clearly been sustainable, it has played an integral part in the recovery of these species through 
providing incentives for private and communal landholders to maintain the species on their land, generating income for 
conservation and protection, and/or helping manage populations to increase population recovery.
The kinds of monetary incentives brought by trophy hunting have convinced some 300 private landowners to turn their 
lands away from farming and development, and towards rhino and other wildlife habitat. They have collectively added 
over 2,000 square kilometers of wild land – the “equivalent of another Kruger National Park!”

However, the bans on importing trophies that have been put in place in some areas – and in some businesses like airlines 
– since the “Cecil the Lion” case, could threaten to undermine that allocation of land devoted to rhino and other game 
populations. The dollars brought into the equation from trophy hunting are not there to pay for anti-poaching and land 
maintenance efforts like they once were.

It’s the age-old fi ght: anti-hunting wildlife advocates holler for restrictions and bans, basing their positions on emotional 
arguments. They ignore the empirical evidence and actual quantifi able results presented by those on the front lines of true 
wildlife conservation. Will they ignore this IUCN report as well?

The proof is there for the world to see. Trophy hunting is absolutely necessary for the future of endangered animals. It is 
necessary to provide the land, funds and resources to build and maintain viable populations. This effort will also require 
the help of human intervention. The world is no longer a place where we can just leave nature be. Leaving nature be is a 
death sentence to many wildlife species.

The good thing about this is that both humans and animals can live and thrive together, if we can simply lose the foolish 
notion that demands that humans step away from wildlife management.



Have a good two weeks 

Gill

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K9.30

P10.76

Nam$14.25

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

15°C (59)  27°C (80)

 It’s warming up but still very nippy in the mornings.  
This has been the longest cold season I can 
remember ...

A SMILE
Africa Geographic
Hippos at Luambe Camp have started their own Uber service across the Luangwa River.


