
Dear All

My header is from the road to Siansowa.  The road is newly graded and the company which did it, took down 3 baobab 
trees in the process.  This baobab, we guess, is around 500 years old.  It witnessed, probably some of the fi rst Bantu 
people who arrived in this part of Zambia.  It has watched over all thoses years as we have developed, given us food and 
medicine.  It could have lived for another 2,000 years but someone came along with his digger and knocked it down.  How 
sad is that ... surely we could have let it live ...

 

Welcome to Livingstone

During the UNWTO a few years ago we had ‘Welcome to Livingstone’ signs all 
over the place.  We don’t have them anymore.  Now, as we enter Zambia at the 
border, our Council has decided that there is a much more welcoming sign ...

And, thinking about this sign ... I went over the bridge to pick a friend up on the 
other side.  I had to pay the Council Levy twice even though I never left Zambia. ‘ 
‘K50 – thank you’ said the young man with his ticket book as I gave him his dues.  

Coming into town I have watched as this billboard has 
become more and more tatty. Maybe some of that Council 
Levy money extracted from our tourists could be used to 
remove this eye-sore.   

LIVINGSTONE



PACRA and ZRA

PACRA (Company Registration) and ZRA (Revenue Authority) are now linked in that any transaction, like share transfer 
which includes (in theory) money changing hands, has to be assessed and tax paid before PACRA will approve the 
change.  

G: In an ideal world, this is excellent.  However, we do not live in an ideal world in Zambia.  We have so little employment 
that people are forced into setting up their own business.  Business in Zambia is either legal or not.  Many Zambians 
do not register their business because the logistics of jumping through all the bureaucratic hoops are too cumbersome.  
Many business owners spend more time on the administration of their company than they do running the core operations.    
This linking of PACRA and ZRA is just another hurdle.  

50 years ago, the economies of many Asian countries were in the same state as those in Africa.  Since then we have 
seen a staggering rise in many Asian economies and those in Africa seem to have stagnated.   

It always saddens me to see the people in queues in PACRA trying hard to jump through our government hoops and be 
legal.   This new requirement is going to make it yet more time-consuming and costly to run a business.  I also fear that 
more Zambian businesses will go ‘underground’.  

I defi nitely do not agree with the way Asian countries have developed with their lack of human rights and appalling 
working conditions for many people especially women and children.  I do however think that there has to be a better way 
for us to empower entrepreneurs without tying them up in government bureaucracy ....

Going to The Lake

I took a drive to Lake Kariba, near Siansowa, last week.  The 
road turns off at Batoka, north of Choma and this is the ‘tar’ 
road to Maamba.  Maamba has always been a coal mine and 
is now the home of a thermal power station.  It looks as if 
government has forgotten this road as it is in need of repair.  

The turnoff to Siansowa is before Maamba and it has recently 
been graded.  Well done, but ...
Several bridges have been put in but in places there are 
also ‘drifts’.  These drifts dip down to allow the water to 
cross.  Fine ... our rivers come down all of a woosh and 
then subside.  The only problem is that the contractor, 
Kamwiza Suppliers, has made them so short that the dips 
are dangerous.  Any vehicle travelling along this road has to 
slow to about 20 kph to negotiate them without losing control 
of the vehicle.  Also, there are no signs showing the imminent 
danger.  

ZAMBIA

Maamba Road

Drift on the Siansowa Road



Conservation South Luangwa

Another snared animal this week. A 4 year old elephant 
snared around the neck tied to a log (again) and dragging 
it around. Drag marks were noticed and followed by Brian 
Jackson from Tafi ka who followed up and found this young 
elephant entangled round a tree. Luckily the snare had 
not caused any damage yet. A great effort by Tafi ka camp 
following up and staying with the animal until we arrived.

Re-Power-Cutted

While at the Lake I was told that the lake is going down fast which must be the reason for our present power cuts.  At 
least the power cuts in Livingstone are 4 hours long now, and not the old 8 hours.  

Reader’s Comment
Seeing your header and related comments made me ask the question: when will things ever change? 

The photo of sticks in holes reminded me of the story, doing the rounds in the bars at the end of the 1950s/early1960s 
when the GNR was being prepared for tarring for the fi rst time (it was a dirt road right up to 1964 - I was stationed at 
Mpika 1957-1960 and Mkushi 1962-1965) and when there were terrible potholes during the rains, a Road Foreman called 
Van Jones as usual speeded up his Bedford pick-up to run over a hare only to discover that it was a donkey fallen in a 
hole!!

Anthrax
While researching something totally different, I came across the article about anthrax.  This may be a way forward for 
Luangwa hippos which are thought in need of culling because of their threat of spreading anthrax.  

From The Dairy Site

NAMIBIA – A Zebra carcass has yielded a team of bacteriologists with a possible solution to anthrax bacillus.
Bacillus phage Tsmamsa was discovered in a Zebra carcass on the plains of the Etosha National Park in Namibia and 
was found to invade and kill bacillus anthracis.
The phrase ‘bacteriophage’ literally means ‘bacteria eater’, which University of California researcher, Dr Holly Ganz said it 
can do ‘voraciously’. Tsamsa is one of the largest ever bacteriophages to be discovered.



Kasanka

We recently had a slinky visitor to Kasanka. Facebook friends can you identify this 
curious little snake?

Chipembele 

YAYI MALEGENI- 2016 Campaign Results
The results are in and we collected over 428 catapults from 
the greater Mfuwe area, smashing our record last year of 
283 catapults! The winning club was Yosefe Chongololo 
with 75 catapults in total and their commemorative mural 
(designed by one of our Trustees, Jude Price) has been 
painted. The mural is located at a great position facing the 
main road in Mfuwe for all to see! Individual prizes were 
also awarded to the student in each club who turned in 
the most catapults. Winners include: John Zulu, Abraham 
Njobvu, Bertram Njobvu, Mike Nkhoma, Sydney Banda, 
Mwangala Mandi and Charles Zulu.
Well done everyone for their efforts to help end catapult use 
in Mfuwe and to spread the conservation message!



Conservation Lower Zambezi

Valley communication goes digital
July 2016 started off with the offi cial ‘tuning in’ of a new 
digital repeater system for law enforcement in the Lower 
Zambezi Valley. Over four days, CLZ’s Maintenance & 
Logistics Manager, Fynn, and 25 strong young lads carried 
the necessary equipment for the installation of the repeater 
system to the top of Chilapira - one of the highest peaks of 
the Lower Zambezi escarpment. The system brings a new 
level of security and improved radio communications to the 
valley and to law enforcement operations. The installation 
was generously funded by the US Fish and Wildlife 
Services.

Kulefu Operations Base now operational
Funded by the Beit Trust and with support from Charles 
Davy, CLZ has constructed a new operations base in 
the eastern part of the park. The base will be manned 
permanently by CLZ operations staff and will enable more 
rapid response to reports of illegal activities in the area and, 
through increased presence of law enforcement teams, aim 
to deter poachers from coming into the area.

DATE FOR THIS YEARS CHARGE

The K2 and Mwala Elephant Charge 30th September - 2nd October  2016
Registration will be on site Friday 30th September 09.00-13.00
Drivers Briefi ng Friday 30th September 16.00



Matusadona Anti-Poaching 

IVORY POACHER CONVICTED AND SENTENCED IN KARIBA
Brighton Charuza who was arrested after being found in possession of ivory 
two days ago has been found guilty of illegal possession of ivory by Kariba 
Courts and as a result he has been sentenced to nine years in jail.
We would like to thank National Parks, Minerals Border Control Unit and all 
those who provided assistance in bringing this result about, these results 
come at a massive fi nancial expense and often take weeks of work and 
dedication to bring about.
One of the arresting details was injured whilst making the arrest and we 
wish him a quick recovery.
Well done to everyone!!! lets continue to put these guys where they belong!!

ZIMBABWE

Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust Receives 25 000 USD Ford Environmental Grant
Bulawayo 24

The Victoria Falls Wildlife Trust (VFWT) in Zimbabwe has received a US$25 000 environmental grant from Ford Motor 
Company in order to promote wildlife conservation throughout the region.

“Once a week we transport a group of school children from the area to interact with wildlife ambassadors and discuss the 
importance of conservation and natural resources,” says Alberto DeLeo, the Trust’s Managing Director. “This education 
is crucial to create conservation awareness, and the grant from the Ford Motor Company will make it possible for us to 
reach a lot more children.”

Throughout the year, the VFWT hosts between 800 to 1 000 children in this weekly activity, transporting them to the 
facility and giving them an opportunity to interact with elephant, cheetah and a white-back vulture.

 “For many kids, this is the fi rst time they see these animals outside of a confl ict situation, and the project focuses on 
the benefi ts of wildlife in the area, the importance of conservation for tourism and the dependence on wildlife for many 
occupants,” DeLeo adds.



Friends of Hwange

Six new boreholes have been drilled, two old ones fl ushed, and 13 new solar pumping units have been installed this year, 
some on old boreholes and some on the new ones. Helped by lovely late rain in April and May, most pans are holding 
really good water and are looking picture-pretty.  Kennedy 2 Pan has given us cause for concern for ages, with much 
erosion and convoluted digging from the borehole outlet to the pan thanks to the “mining exploits” of numerous naughty 
ellies.  African Bushcamps has recently made use of a bulldozer to fl atten it all out, and we have drilled another borehole 
there. A new solar unit will be erected on this hole very shortly, and together with the upgraded old solar pump this should 
do much to boost water levels in the pan.  We were delighted last week to feast our eyes on the sight of numbers of 
impressive elephant bulls visiting the “bar” at K2, to rest and relish the cool, fresh water, and to bathe and wallow in the 
mud.  

 
We have some way to go before our quest to 
‘solarize’ all the pans in and around the Main 
Camp area is complete. Five new boreholes, 
and six new solar pumping units are still 
needed. We have also undertaken to fund a 
new borehole at Masuma in the Sinamatella 
region, as it is such a key pan, and a second 
borehole at Deteema Dam where herds of 
two thousand buffalo, hundreds of elephant 
and countless other smaller creatures are 
already drinking daily. The unit there is a 
hybrid, which means it pumps water using 
solar energy by day, and is boosted with 
a generator at night, but it is still unable to 
cope with demand.  



Lions kill 19 cattle in Zambezi
The Namibian

FARMERS living in the Zambezi region close to Botswana’s Chobe National Park have so far lost 19 head of cattle to 
marauding lions.  The lions are attacking cattle from the Ivilivinzi, Kasika, Kabula-Bula and Muyoeta villages.

A farmer who declined to be named, but is from the Ivilivinzi village, some 10 kimometres from the park, told The 
Namibian that the lions have been killing the cattle since June this year.  According to the farmer, the lions that move in 
a pack of between 15 and 30 were spotted around the Itomba and Nambweza areas about two days ago.  Although they 
have informed the environment ministry, the farmer said, no action has been taken.

Environment minister Pohamba Shifeta yesterday said they are aware of the lions, and were busy trying to solve the 
matter.  He said the lions have just been brought into the Chobe National Park by the Botswana government.
“When their habitat is under threat, they come over to the Namibian side. Now that the river has dried up, they will 
defi nitely cross over. We have tried to translocate the lions before, but they come back because they are enjoying the 
habitat in Namibia,” he stated.

The Zambezi region’s chief control warden, 
Morgan Sai-Sai, said there are many factors 
contributing to the human-wildlife confl ict, such 
as drought and farmers settling in areas close 
to wildlife zones.  He said the farmers who fi nd 
themselves in an area prone to human-wildlife 
confl ict should move to other areas where their 
livestock would be safe.  According to Sai-Sai, 
poaching activities in the area contribute to 
human-wildlife confl ict. When lions fail to get their 
normal prey, they turn to livestock. 
“There is no buffer, and there needs to be a buffer 
for the ecosystem to be balanced,” he noted. ...

G: I have tried to locate some of the villages 
mentioned in this article.  They are shown in red 
dots on the map.  As you can see they are just 
over the border into Namibia, opposite Chobe NP.  
The only access that I can see to these villages 
would be by boat and they seem to be just very 
small hamlets.  

I doubt that the people who live there have access 
to schools or clinics.  One can only wonder why they 
have been allowed to settle there.  You can see from 
the close-up of Kabulabula that these people are 
surrounded by water.  I would expect that crocodiles 
would also be a threat to their cattle and also that it 
is hardly a healthy place to live.  

Surely it is for the Namibian government to move 
these people to safer areas away from the National 
Park to villages where the people have a healthier 
way of life and the children can get to school.  

NAMIBIA

Kabulabula



The bw image was taken in 1885 by one Swiss botanist Schenck, while in the employ of F.A.E. Lüderitz. The color image 
dates back to 2004. Make your own conclusions.

Welwitschia mirabilis
From http://www.plantzafrica.com

Welwitschia mirabilis grows in isolated communities in the Namib Desert, in a narrow strip, about 1 000 km along up 
the coast from the Kuiseb River in central Namibia to Mossamedes in southern Angola. The plants are seldom found 
more than 100 to 150 km from the coast, and their distribution coincides with the fog belt. Welwitschia is still common 
in its habitat and shows variability, which is a sign that it is far from extinction. They are neither endangered nor rare, 
nevertheless they are protected by law.

OTHER STUFF
Yellow fever situation report
World Health Organisation

A yellow fever outbreak was detected in Luanda, Angola late in December 2015. The fi rst cases were confi rmed by the 
National Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD) in South Africa on 19 January 2016 and by the Institut Pasteur 
Dakar (IP-D) on 20 January. Subsequently, a rapid increase in the number of cases has been observed.

Angola: 3818 suspected cases

In Angola, as of 28 July 2016 a total of 3818 suspected cases have been 
reported, of which 879 are laboratory confi rmed. The total number of reported 
deaths is 369, of which 119 were reported among confi rmed cases. Suspected 
cases have been reported in all 18 provinces and confi rmed cases have been 
reported in 16 of 18 provinces and 80 of 126 reporting districts. ...

Democratic Republic of the Congo: 2051 suspected cases

The recent technical diffi culties at the national laboratory in DRC have been 
resolved and laboratory analysis of backlog samples is ongoing. As of 27 July, 
eight patients have tested positive among 700 samples tested and investigations 
are ongoing to collect additional information.

Since the beginning of the outbreak, DRC has reported (as of 27 July) a total 
of 2051 suspected cases including 76 confi rmed cases and 95 reported deaths. Cases have been reported in 22 Health 
Zones in fi ve of 26 provinces. Of the 76 confi rmed cases, 67 are reported as imported from Angola, two are sylvatic (not 
related to the outbreak) and seven are autochthonous. The number of suspect cases is increasing in Kinshasa, Kongo 
Central, Kwango, Tshuapa and Lualaba provinces in the week ending 16 July. ...



Have a good two weeks 

Gill

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K10.10

P10.80

Nam$14.25

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

22°C (72)  30°C (86)

Cool mornings and hot days ...

A SMILE OR TWO
“Why is it old people say ‘there’s no place like home’, yet when you put them in one...” by Stuart Mitchell 

“I’ve been happily married for four years - out of a total of 10” by Mark Watson 

“Brexit is a terrible name, sounds like cereal you eat when you are constipated” by Tiff Stevenson 

“I often confuse Americans and Canadians. By using long words” by Gary Delaney 

“Hillary Clinton has shown that any woman can be president, as long as your husband did it fi rst” by Michelle Wolf 


