
Dear All

I have been stuck at home for the past two weeks so my header is an old photograph taken in Kafue National Park last 
year of a pelican fl ying overhead.

LIVINGSTONE
Put Foot Rally

The Put Foot Rally has recently been hosted again by Safari Par Excellence.  This group of happy wanderers arrived in 
Livingstone from South Africa and donated 365 pairs of shoes to children in a primary school near Mukuni Village.  Lots of 
fun was had by all and the children have new school shoes.  



Hipoo Cull in Luangwa

It would seem that the hippo cull in the Luangwa Valley is to re-start.  
Most of the tour operators are seriously upset but DNPW seems as if it has dug its heels in and decided that the cull 
should continue.  
I can only assume that the Hunting Safari Company, Theo de Marillac, from South Africa had a contract, signed and 
sealed, and that it was diffi cult for DNPW to get out of.  Also, the income from licences for the hunt, would be quite a sum 
and go a long way to sustaining the Department.

I had a look at Theo’s website about his hunting.  It looks as if the hippo hunt has been removed.  I did notice, though, 
that Theo has big headlines offering Leopard Hunting with a pack of dogs in Zimbabwe.  The mind boggles ...

I then had a look for anthrax.  (DNPW stated that the hippo cull was a way of controlling anthrax.)  I found a university 
article on anthrax in wildlife which stated:

...  In major game reserves in Africa, such as the Kruger National Park, most control measures, similar to those used for 
livestock, are diffi cult, if not impossible, to apply or enforce on free-ranging wildlife.  In addition, anthrax being considered 
indigenous and a natural and integral part of the ecosystems of some of these areas makes it debatable whether active 
control measures should actually be instituted.  The current approach in national parks of South Africa, is to institute 
active control measures against anthrax only if it affects biodiversity negatively ...

Born Free has again taken up the cause:

Born Free calls for independent Presidential inquiry and a permanent halt to the killing.

Two thousand of Africa’s increasingly rare hippo, living in the wildlife haven of Zambia’s Luangwa Valley, face the renewed 
threat of terror and death, following a meeting held in Lusaka on Wednesday 22nd June.

Will Travers OBE, President and CEO of Born Free Foundation, stated: “Leaving aside the moral and ethical arguments 
and Born Free’s consistent opposition to culling, we are asking for urgent clarifi cation on a number of key issues and the 
publication of all scientifi c evidence that might support such drastic measures.”

International and Zambian opposition to the cull has been widely reported in the media.

A temporary suspension of the cull, announced on 14th June, was, according to the Department of National Parks and 
Wildlife (DNPW), to allow for “extensive consultation”. However, following the brief meeting in Lusaka on Wednesday 
22nd June it now appears the hiatus is over and the cull is set to resume. 

This “invitation only” meeting was called by Stephen Mwansa, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Tourism & Arts, and 
Paul Zyambo, Director of DNPW. The company contracted by DNPW to carry out the cull, Mabwe Adventures, was in 
attendance, along with only one local stakeholder, the Luangwa Safari Association - representing safari camps and lodges 
in South Luangwa National Park.

Information from Zambia indicates that DNPW is now poised to push ahead with the cull of 2,000 hippos over fi ve years 
using paying trophy hunters, as was recently promoted on Theo De Marillac Safaris’ website.

Why this decision has been taken, and on what basis, remains shrouded in secrecy. In light of this, Born Free Foundation 
wrote to the President of Zambia, His Excellency Edgar Chagwa Lungu, on 27th June, requesting the cull be abandoned 
and that key information pertaining to DNPW’s justifi cations for the cull to be made publically available. To date, no 
response has been forthcoming.
Born Free Foundation, together with other wildlife conservation and animal protection organisations, believe that fi ve 
critical issues still need to be addressed:

ZAMBIA

Dangote Cement

The Dangote Cement plant opened in August 2015.  
It is owned by a Nigerian businessman.  There have 
been complaints in the media about some of its 
methods of operation.  
During the past month I have watched as containers 
have been dumped in people’s yards, along the 
roadside selling Dangote Cement.  
Any company selling cement in their shops has to 
have a business licence and have proper accounts.  I 
don’t see that it is possible for a container with a man 
sitting on a plastic chair along the road has the proper 
accountability.  I think we should know more ...



DNPW has, to date, failed to provide robust, scientifi c evidence demonstrating that there is an overpopulation of hippos 
in the Luangwa River, or to make public the Government of the Republic of Zambia report that they have cited in their 
justifi cation
DNPW has failed to provide robust, scientifi c evidence clearly demonstrating that previous hippo culls in the Luangwa 
Valley have been successful in reducing the population over the long-term and that the culling methodology that has been 
proposed - targeting whole pods of hippos in the water - is humane
DNPW has failed to provide rainfall and river level data showing that river levels and water fl ow in the Luangwa River are 
abnormally low and cannot sustain the current hippo population
DNPW has failed to provide credible, scientifi c evidence to show that such an indiscriminate hippo cull would prevent a 
future outbreak of anthrax - not prevent the spread of an existing outbreak - as there isn’t one
DNPW has failed to provide categorical evidence that an approved and transparent tendering process took place in 
awarding the culling contract to Mabwe Adventures, of which an ex-Zambia Wildlife Authority employee, Flavian Mupemo, 
is a shareholder and benefi ciary.
Given the highly contentious nature of culling; the unanswered questions raised above; the possible confl ict of interest; 
and the concerns about the lack of transparency of the tendering process, Born Free Foundation is calling for the planned 
cull to be abandoned and for the matter to be investigated at the highest possible level by an independent inquiry, 
established under the auspices of The Offi ce of The President.

Travers added: “The longer these vitally important issues go unanswered, the more the authorities come up with different 
and, as yet, unsubstantiated justifi cations for the cull, the more Zambia - one of Africa’s great wildlife strongholds - will 
suffer lasting reputational and potentially economic damage. The independent inquiry, called for by Born Free, seems 
to me the only way to establish the truth and determine whether any of the claimed justifi cations for the cull - a measure 
which could see 2,000 wild hippo lose their lives - can withstand the scrutiny they deserve.”

Conservation Lower Zambezi

Photo credit: Francois d’Elbee
CLZ and the Department of National Parks and Wildlife are excited to introduce six new members of the Lower Zambezi 
wildlife protection team: detection and tracking dogs Lego and Bar, and their four handlers. The two dogs - German 
Sheperds born and bred in Holland were selected by specialist dog trainers Jay Crafter and Mike Hensman from Invictus 
K9.
The unit is based out of CLZ under high security and is an additional tool in CLZ’s and DNPW’s mission to protect the 
wildlife and combat traffi cking of illegal wildlife products in the Lower Zambezi, and in Zambia.



UNIVISA

According to an article in the Bulawayo Chronicle, Zambia and Zimbabwe are working towards bringing back the UNIVISA 
which allows tourists to travel between the two countries as many times as they wish during their visit.  The UNIVISA was 
abandoned after its 6-month trial period last year because we ran out of stickers.  The article tells us that 50,000 stickers 
have now been sourced and that the authorities are working on its implementation. 

Liuwa Plain

I am showing a few great photos from Liuwa Plain.  Find the rest on:

https://weather.com/photos/news/kalabo-zambia-liuwa-plain-national-park-william-burrard-lucas-nighttime-nocturnal

Liuwa Plain

From ZNBC:
Vice President Inonge Wina says the Liuwa National Park has potential to bring a lot of revenue to the treasury. 

G:  I was really upset when I read this.  I don’t know if ZNBC reported it wrongly, because I feel sure that Inonge Wina 
meant that Liuwa Plain could provide a lot of jobs.  





320 cu m becomes 200 cu m ...

From ZNBC
Zesco’s power generation capacity at Kafue Gorge has been compromised due to unaccounted for water use on the 
Kafue River.  Zesco national spokesperson Henry Kapata says Kafue gorge needs about 287 cubic meters of water to 
generate 990 megawatts.

Mr. Kapata told ZNBC in an interview that the gorge however only receives 200 cubic meters instead of 320 cubic meters 
released from Itezhi Tezhi dam. ...

G:  The amounts mentioned in the article do not have a time-scale for the release of water.  However, here is a google 
map showing the river as it leaves Lake Itezhi-Tezhi and drains towards Kafue Gorge dam.  North of Mazabuka we have 
the water-guzzling sugar estates ... but then, on reaching Kafue Town, there is a huge pipe from the river going to Lusaka 
...  Lusaka has a population of over 2 million ...  It does not surprise me in the least that 320 becomes 200 ...  especially 
when I found this:
From Lusaka Water and Sewerage 2011: Lusaka is currently supplied by groundwater sources (about 130,000 m3/day) 
and from the Kafue River (about 95,000 - 96,000 m3/day)

At least now, when the water is released from Lake Itezhi-Tezhi it too is generating power.  With climate change and 
population increases we can expect to have to rethink our once-abundant water supplies.  It is therefore very pleasing to 
note that the government is investing in solar technology ... I don’t think we can overuse our sun ...

Game Rangers International

Today Friday 1st July, a friend of the GRI - Elephant 
Orphanage Project, Andrew White kick starts a campaign 
on his forthcoming uniquely handmade book called “An 
Elephant called Zambezi” an initiative that will greatly 
support the work of the GRI - Elephant Orphanage Project. 
£7,000 is required to allow the printing of the 100 special 
editions and then a further 250 that can be used to raise 
money, alongside an exhibition during the GRI - Elephant 
Orphanage Project’s 10 year anniversary in 2017. You 
can be a part of this awesome initiative by pledging and 
purchasing the books through Kickstarter; Follow the link 
below for more details;
https://www.kickstarter.com/…/98…/an-elephant-called-
zambezi

Your support will not only help the GRI - Elephant 
Orphanage Project, but also help those elephants yet to be 
rescued. It will also play a part in making sure that we can end poaching and ensure that there are no more distressed or 
traumatized elephants.



Taken on the Kafue River

G: sorry, forgot to note who put this on facebook ...

Shoebill Island

For some years, Kasanka Trust has been operating the camp at Shoebill Island.  The agreement has recently come to an 
end.  
African Parks who oversee the management of the Bangweulu area, have decided to take on the camp.  

Nanzhila Plain

More Sable. This time up on the Shakalongo Plain at dawn.



Tusk Awards 2016 – the shortlist
From UK Telegraph

Since its formation in 1990, Tusk has raised £30 million for a wide range of projects across Africa. These not only 
aim to protect wildlife, but also help to alleviate poverty through sustainable development and education among rural 
communities who live alongside wildlife. The Duke of Cambridge became royal patron of Tusk in 2005 and supports its 
work both privately and publicly.

Open to nominations from across Africa, the Tusk Conservation Awards were established in 2013 with the backing of 
the Duke. There are three categories: the Tusk Award for 
Conservation recognises an emerging leader in African 
conservation whose work has already demonstrated 
exceptional commitment to wildlife conservation and has 
made a signifi cant impact; the Tusk Wildlife Ranger Award 
recognises the dedication of rangers working to protect 
Africa’s endangered wildlife; and the Prince William Award 
for Conservation in Africa is a lifetime achievement award, 
given to an individual for their outstanding contribution to 
conservation in Africa.

This year, three “unsung heroes” have been nominated for 
the Tusk Award for Conservation. They are Cathy Dreyer, 
for her work protecting South Africa’s rhino population; 
Rachel McRobb, for her conservation work in Zambia’s 
South Luangwa Valley, and Olivier Nsengimana, for his 
veterinary work with mountain gorillas and his efforts to 
save the grey crowned cranes of Rwanda. ...

Rachel McRobb, Zambia

“I am one of those lucky people in life who fi nds fulfi lment just being in wild places surrounded by wildlife,” says Rachel 
McRobb. “The possibility of losing this in South Luangwa and other parts of Zambia is enough for me to fi ght the daily 
battles involved in running a wildlife conservation NGO in Africa and managing an anti-poaching unit.”

Born in Zambia, Rachel quickly fostered a love for the country’s rich wildlife and wild places. As a young woman she 
began working in the tourism industry before settling in South Luangwa National Park. Employed to manage safari 
camps, she soon became distraught at the numbers of animals being maimed and killed in snares and co-founded an 
anti-poaching team. Over 11 years she has expanded the organisation, forming the South Luangwa Conservation Society 
(SLCS).

SLCS is the area’s largest non-profi t anti-poaching and community conservation organisation – and the hallmark of its 
success is the involvement of local Zambians. The organisation largely employs community scouts from the surrounding 
chiefdoms and is one of the largest employers in the valley. ...

Crayfi sh

This map is from Kafue River Trust.  It 
shows the occurrence of the red claw 
crayfi sh.  

Corrections

Last week I had two mistakes ...
Firstly, Clare, our mammal expert in Livingstone told me that my shrews were, in fact, mice.  This surprised me as my cat 
is always bring me presents of shrews he has caught and I thought they were one and the same.
Secondly, I mentioned that Zambia did not allow the hunting of big cats and elephants when they do.  We can hunt just 
about anything in Zambia.  



Bumi Hills Anti-Poaching

This elephant cow we knew as ‘Ambuya’ (a splendid 
old matriarch), is confi rmed dead after being missing for 
some time. Sadly this is the case - her carcass was found 
recently. Her herd is now leaderless. She had managed 
to escape her tormentors only to succumb to a broken leg 
and other injuries - shattered by at least three bullets fi red 
into her by poachers. This story has been repeated THREE 
TIMES A DAY for the last ten years in the Sebungwe 
Region. 75% of the elephants are gone in this area. All 
poached for their ivory. Let her story not go untold - and let 
her not just be another statistic, but please help us fi ght this.

ZIMBABWE

Matusadona AntiPoaching

ZAMBIAN POACHERS ARRESTED
At 3:55 am this morning a Zambian banana boat was 
intercepted along the Matusadona National Park shoreline. 
Despite the accused being instructed to stop and several 
warning shots fi red they decided not to comply. A lengthy 
pursuit ensued where the MAPP patrol boat was then used 
to force them to stop which landed the Zambian poachers 
in the water and their vessel at the bottom of the lake. They 
claim that four other Zambian vessels entered into Zim last 
night to poach.
Radar would greatly assist our operations if anyone is 
interested in assisting.

TWO GROUPS OF ZAMBIANS ARRESTED
Following up on information supplied by the Zambian 
group we apprehended two nights ago, two other groups 
of Zambians have been apprehended. Last night between 
20:00hrs and 22:00hrs they entered into Zimbabwe to 
poach fi sh. The banana boats had 15hp and 30hp motors 
on them. In both instances they tried to escape.



Painted Dog Conservation

ONE SNARE TOO MANY!
Painted Dog Conservation’s Anti-Poaching Unit set out in the beginning of the year to run the Victoria Falls half Marathon 
on an awareness drive exposing the threat of snares to the endangered Painted Dogs. On Sunday the 3rd of July it was 
D-Day, the team took their courage, passion, heart and muscle to the road. It was gruelling but the mission is one we 
stand by and seek to fi nd as many ways to save the endangered carnivore. Many of you have since supported our T-Shirt 
fundraiser,it goes on. 



Bat Hawks

Africa Geographic

Botswana has taken delivery of 14 Bat Hawk light 
surveillance aircraft, which will be deployed in air-borne anti-
poaching patrols to protect elephants and other endangered 
animal species in four major game reserves in the central 
and northern parts of the countries. ...
Addressing the aviators, Masunga said by training them and 
purchasing the new aircraft, the government of Botswana 
wants to send a clear message that it remains committed 
to the fi ght against poaching in order to protect elephants, 

rhinos and other critically endangered animal species.

He said by vigorously fi ghting poaching, the government 

wants to ensure that the country retains its status as one of 

the world’s top safari and tourism destinations. Among the 

graduates were ten pilots and technicians from the army 

and police services. ...

BOTSWANA

Savuti Channel

The Savuti Channel runs from the Kwando/Mashi/Linyanti/
Chobe River eastwards into the Savuti Marsh.  
For many years the Savuti Channel was dry.  The tour oper-
ators in the area had dug boreholes to supply water for the 
wildlife.  In 2008 water again began to fl ow into the channel 
and supply water to the marsh.  The experts are  not quite 
sure why but think that there might have been a slight shift 
in the tectonic plates.  The past few years have been years 
of low rainfall and, although the channel is not full, there is 
still water running along its length.  
One of the videos in the email show some footage of Bush 
24 fl ying over the Savuti Channel

NAMIBIA
The Scattering

Botswana’s award winning writer Lauri Kubuitsile’s has written a historical novel ‘The Scattering’ 
on the German-Herero war and the resulting genocide. The book will be launched at the 
parliament restaurant in Windhoek on 20 July.

The Scattering is a touching and intimate novel providing a captivating sight into the 
indomitability of the human spirit. The story traces the fates of two remarkable women whose 
paths cross after each has suffered the devastation and dislocation of war. The story is set 
against the backdrop of Southern Africa’s colonial wars at the dawn of the twentieth century. 
“When I set out to write this book, I thought about how horrible tragedies like war are often given 
to us in numbers :Up to 100,000 Herero people died during the war and the purposeful genocide 
that followed. The mortality rate in the concentration camps was between 45-75%, with 12-18 
people dying every day” says Laura.



Have a good two weeks

Gill
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