
Dear All

We have been having rain most days for the past two weeks.  The Victoria Falls is smoking.  Nature is playing a bit of 

catch-up but we will not meet our normal annual rainfall this year.  Many of the crops have failed, so we will be hungry too.  

Angola has had quite a bit of rain and some of that water has fl owed down the Zambezi into the Barotse Floodplain.  I 

have read that the fl oodplain has now been saturated and that the water will start to come downriver.  In the Caprivi Strip 

(now Zambezi Province) some villages are already cut off by fl oods.  

Lake Kariba is coming up but is still about 5 metres below its level at the same time last year.   

LIVINGSTONE

Mealie Meal Shortage

I have never understood why we have to eat mealie meal every day.  I know that it is our staple food but surely we can 
ring the changes now and again.  Rice, pasta, potatoes all provide carbohydrate.  Personally I eat mealie meal maybe 
once a month.  So it always makes me smile when I see this headline in the newspaper

A SHORTAGE of mealie-meal has hit major retail outlets in Livingstone 

The shortage was probably caused by Zimbabweans coming over to Livingstone to buy up the stocks because they have 
had very little supplied.  Victoria Falls Town has to get all their produce from Bulawayo which is quite a distance (430 km).  
At least in Livingstone we have a few millers who provide our shops.

I went to the shops the following day and found mealie meal back on the shelves.  Phew, thank goodness for that!

Police Emergency Numbers
From a Livingstone Resident

This morning there was a road accident opposite my house. No one hurt fortunately - just a car which must have been 
speeding excessively and landed on the road reserve, just missing a street lamp and a tree.
I decided to inform the police. This is somewhat diffi cult.

Numbers given in the phone directory:
General emergency
GSM mobile networks: 112.   All networks including land lines: 911.
Both these get you a recorded voice telling you to call 991 for police, 992 for hospital, 993 for fi re.
Call 991 and you get a message: The subscriber called has their phone switched off.
None of the police land lines listed in the book worked.
So I called the offi cer in charge on his cell phone, having obtained his number last year.
He sent police to the scene. He told me the 991 service is provided by Zamtel and is not working.
Unfortunately offi cers keep being transferred so using their cellphones are not reliable.
Years ago I tried calling the police in similar circumstances and 991 gave me someone in Lusaka who said he had no 
means of contacting Livingstone Police because their land lines were not working. 
This is not good enough.



Tourist Arrivals
Zambia Weekly

Zambia received 906,000 international visitors in 2015, according to the Daily Mail, down from 946,969 in 2014, 
and 914,576 in 2013. Yet, the Tourism Council of Zambia reiterated that Zambia would reach its target of 1 million 
visitors in 2016. The council has set the same – or even higher – targets for years. Visitors include both tourists and 
businesspeople, and a closer scrutiny of the statistics reveals that more than 70% hail from Africa, while fewer than 30% 
come from Europe, America and Asia, suggesting that a large proportion of the 906,000 visitors are, in fact, not tourists.

IMF team in Zambia
Zambia Weekly

A team from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) arrived in Zambia on 9 March to pave the way for Zambia to receive 
IMF assistance. According to the Finance Ministry, the visit will serve to:
• Develop a shared understanding of the current economic situation, the near-term outlook, and the scale of adjustments 
needed to stabilise the economy.
• Allow government to state their policy intentions for 2016, including the objectives and timing of a possible IMF-
supported programme, taking into account practical and political constraints [read: elections].
• Prepare the ground for subsequent programme negotiations by discussing key elements of a possible programme, and 
Zambia’s commitment and capacity to implement an IMF-supported programme.
Last month, cabinet approved government’s engagement with the IMF on an economic programme in 2016, although 
most commentators believe that little will happen in this election year due the strict conditions attached to IMF 
programmes.
The IMF team will leave on 18 March.

ZAMBIA

Conservation Lower Zambezi

Muchichile fi nds a new home and family

On Friday, 8 January, a young, milk-dependent elephant 
calf was found stranded on an island upriver from Chiawa 
village in the Lower Zambezi with no herd in sight. After 
three days of observation by GRI’s EOP Head Keeper 
Ivan, awaiting the return of the youngster’s mother, Ivan’s 
team started packing their kit for a rescue mission early 
on Monday morning. With the generous assistance of 
Kanyemba Lodge, Jacana Enterprises and CLZ with 
equipment, people, boats and vehicles, and supported by 
the Department of National Parks & Wildlife, the youngster 
was safely transported to the Lilayi Elephant Nursery in 
Lusaka. Upon arrival at the nursery, ‘Muchichile’ (the Goba 
name for the Mahogany tree) was greeted by some of his 
own kind. Muchi is doing well and has made friends with the 
other orphaned elephants at Lilayi. 

Weapons refurbishment
In December last year, CLZ held a weapons refurbishment 
workshop that was kindly funded by the African Wildlife 
Foundation and supported by Sporting Guns who supplied 
toolkits and a trainer. The workshop was attended by 
four DNPW armourers (one each of Chirundu, Chilanga, 
Chongwe and Luangwa Boma) in order for them to be 
trained in weapons refurbishment and maintenance. 
In this time, 20 AK47 assault rifl es were refurbished, 
which were offi cially handed over from CLZ to DNPW’s 
Operations Manager Matthews Mushimbalume at Chilanga 
Headquarters on 29 December. The weapons are a vital 
piece of equipment for scouts in the fi eld for anti-poaching 
operations and self-protection, and it is critical that these 
weapons are in working order.



Game Rangers International

GRI - Kafue Conservation Project 
 Stewart Rhoda from GRI - Kafue Conservation Project 
(KCP) commenced his Light Sport Aircraft (LSA) training 
at the Leading Edge Flight Training School in Hoedspruit, 
South Africa. Stewart’s LSA licence will be a huge benefi t 
to KCP’s anti-poaching efforts in the Kafue National Park 
(KNP) and will also be used for research purposes. While in 
South Africa, Stewart is also liaising with other wildlife pilots 
to see if there are any methods that can be useful in the 
KNP. GRI would like to thank DSWF and the Olsen Animal 
Trust for their large contributions to the KCP Aerial Unit.

In February, Dr Hawawini attended a Dangerous Drugs 
and Immobilisation course at The Malilangwe Trust 
in Zimbabwe. The 10 day course was organised by 
veterinarians from South Africa and Zimbabwe who are the 
best in their domain. The course combined theory classes 
and practicals where the teams performed elephant, giraffe, 
antelopes and lion captures. WVP was accompanied by 
two veterinarians from the Department of National Parks 
and Wildlife who also attended the course. It was an 
amazing experience where the WVP team learnt a lot and 
collaborated with brilliant veterinarians from all of Africa. 

Two orphaned elephants at the GRI - Elephant 

Orphanage Project have taken the next step back to the 

wild.

Zambezi and Musolole, now both over 4 years old have been translocated from the Lilayi Elephant Nursery to the Kafue 
Release Facility in Zambia. After a nervous start with both elephants hesitant to enter the game transport vehicle, the 
journey yesterday took over 12 hours. Happily, both elephants arrived at the release facility inside Kafue National Park in 
good health last night.

This morning the two newcomers have had their fi rst interactions with the release herd and will spend today getting to 
know each other. Keepers, Aaron and Victor from the Lilayi Elephant Nursery have accompanied the two elephants to 
ensure their successful relocation. The recently expanded 
release herd has ventured off into the Park as usual this 
morning with the new surrogate sibling surrounding Bezi 
and Muso for safety. More updates to follow!



Bad” Shelter Dog Has Put 150 African Elephant Poachers Out of Business
From Life with Dogs

Ruger, once considered a “bad” dog, is perfect for his job.  Because he had a very rough start in life, he was aggressive 
and would snap at people, but part of his personality has made him easily trained to become the fi rst anti-poaching dog in 
Zambia, where he is now responsible for putting 150 poachers out of business.“Bad dogs have an overwhelming desire 
to bring you things,” Megan Parker told The Guardian. “Dogs love telling you what they know. They have an inability to 
quit.”Parker is the director of research at Working Dogs for Conservation in Montana.  She searches shelters for diffi cult, 
“unadoptable” dogs who’d have no problem putting poachers in their place.Ruger was born on the Blackfeet Reservation 
in Montana.  When he was young, his owner shot his littermates, but he was able to fl ee.  He wound up in a shelter, where 
he was noticed by a trainer who told WD4C about him.At fi rst, Ruger was aggressive, and would bite people.  Parker had 
a hard time getting him to the vet, and he hated small spaces.  But there was something about him that encouraged her to 

keep working with him.  However, there was something else 
that stood in Ruger’s way of becoming an anti-poaching 
dog at all.“Early on in his training, Meg was under pressure 
from her colleagues to decide if Ruger would make the cut,” 
said Pete Coppolillo, executive director at WD4C. “If a dog 
doesn’t work out, we make sure they have a forever home. 
We all wondered if Meg should start fi nding a place for 
Ruger, who was losing his sight.”But she knew that Ruger 
had the drive necessary to make the cut.“These dogs have 
an unrelenting drive,” she said. “For a dog that doesn’t stop, 
you can train that dog to bring you things.”

Parker was eventually able to match up Ruger with the 
Delta Team scouts, a law enforcement unit operated 
by the South Luangwa Conservation Society and the 
Zambia Wildlife Authority.  The scouts had little experience 
with dogs, and were leery of the idea that a dog could 
help.Ruger proved his worth at his fi rst day on the job.  
Roadblocks were set up to search vehicles for illegal 
paraphernalia.“It takes humans an hour or more to search 

a car,” said Coppolillo, “whereas it takes dogs three to four minutes.”Ruger sat down and glared at one of the passing 
cars.“That’s his alert [signal],” Coppolillo continued.Several pieces of luggage were inside the vehicle, and the scouts who 
searched them came up empty-handed.  But Ruger kept his eye on one bag, which contained a matchbox in a plastic 
bag.  Inside of it was a primer cap, which ignites gunpowder in the illegal muzzle loaders that poachers rely on.“At that 
moment, everyone believed that Ruger knew what he was 
doing,” said Coppolillo. “They learned to think of Ruger as 
a colleague.”Now he’s been a valuable team member for a 
year and a half.“He’s a hero who’s responsible for dozens 
of arrests and has convinced many skeptics of his detection 
skills,” Coppolillo noted.

Some people likened his skills to witchcraft, but at a 
courthouse demonstration, a scout hid a piece of ivory 
and Ruger found it in only a couple minutes.  And his 
deteriorating vision hasn’t impaired him one bit.“His skills 
have sharpened.  He’s working with a few younger dogs, 
who are somewhat goofy and get distracted like most 
puppies do,” Coppolillo said. “Ruger remains focused 
despite many distractions, such as having wild animals 
close by. Baboons are the worst. His lack of eyesight works 
in his favor because he almost entirely focuses on his sense 
of smell.”Because the work is very dangerous, Ruger does 
not have to work every day, and Godfrey, a scout, rewards 
him with games of tug-of-war when he nabs someone. …



Kasanka National Park

Come to Kasanka this Easter

We know how special it is to explore a remote and unique wilderness experience with a difference, which is why we are 
so passionate about welcoming guests to Kasanka National Park. It is a beautiful and valuable conservation area with 
diverse fl ora and fauna including a variety of wildlife and exceptional birdlife.

To make Kasanka more accessible to our locals and because we appreciate our local support, we have launched a “We 
love our Locals” initiative where we put together various specials to encourage local Zambians to enjoy our beautiful park.

One of our “We love our Locals” specials is the Kasanka Easter Extravaganza. Why not bring the family up to Kasanka 
National Park where Easter egg hunts and sunrise breakfasts in the beautiful surrounds of the park will take your breath 
away and will give you the quality time with your family that you need.

Guided walks, canoe hire and game drives can be arranged to enjoy the fantastic birdlife and to spot some of the shyer 
wildlife.

We also have our annual Kasanka Cycle Challenge coming up in April where guests can enjoy a weekend of cycling 
through a National Park with spectacular views and wonderful sightings. There is something for everyone with three 
different races offered and amazing prizes to be won. Whether camping or staying at the lodges, you are guaranteed fun 
with live entertainment, bonfi res and socialising with fellow participants. Accommodation is available at campsites and 
both our lodges including Luwombwa and Wasa Lodge.

1. The Lost World and Angel Falls

2. New Zealand’s Classic Trail

3. Australia’s Red Centre

4. Wadi Rum, in the footsteps of Lawrence of Arabia 

5. Ladakh and Stok Kangri, The Himalayas

6. Wild chimpanzees on Lake Tanganyika

7. Polar bears in Spitsbergen 

8. The world’s only ‘Spirit’ bear 

9. Snow leopards in Ladakh

10. A Kenyan horseback safari

11. Adventure in Oman 

12. Italy’s Via Ferrata 

13. A husky tour in Finland

14. Heli-skiing in Iceland

15. Rafting and rock climbing in the Pyrenees

16. A safari drive through Tanzania

17. Coast to coast across the United States

18. The Andes on horseback

19. Motorbike across the Siberian wilderness 

20. Silk Route by train

21. Scaling Mont Blanc

22. The Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia

23. Mt Kinabalu, Borneo

24. The ultimate Antarctic cruise

25. Downhill mountain biking in the Alps

26. Tierra del Fuego, Argentina & Chile 

27. Shiretoko Wilderness, Japan

28. Mayan Guatemala and Caribbean Belize  

29. Naadam Festival, Mongolia

30. Active Vietnam

31. Franklin River rafting, Tasmania

32. Turtle conservation, Bahamas

33. Sailing on the Dorian Coast, Turkey

34. Kayaking and wild camping, West Sweden

35. The islands of Indonesia

36. Sea kayaking in Scotland 

37. Jungles, Volcanoes, Waterfalls and Sloths, Costa Rica 

38. The Pantanal and the Emerald Coast, Brazil

39. Cowboys and Native Americans in the Wild West 

40. The Verdon Gorge

41. The wildebeest migration

42. The sardine run, South Africa

43. A blizzard of bats in Zambia

Every November a mind-blowing events occurs in 

Zambia’s Kasanka National Park. Around 10 million 

fruit bats congregate from across central Africa to 

feast on forest fruits. Join the Kasanka Bat Safari 

and see them swooping in from the Congo rainforest, 

roosting in woodland and, at sunset, blackening the 

sky as they begin their foraging mission. 

44. Total eclipse, United States

45. Northern Lights, Iceland

46. Alternative Macchu Picchu trek

47. In the footsteps of Darwin, Galápagos

48. The Great Wall of China 

49. Everest base camp

50. The South Pole

Telegraph   Travel   Activity and adventure
50 great holidays for families with teenagers



Conservation Lake Tanganyika

Conservation Lake Tanganyika is proud to be supported by 
the International Elephant Foundation with a small grant 
towards keeping our Nsama Community Scout unit in the 
fi eld protecting elephants during 2016.

SHINGANDA 

NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL LICKS ON SHINGANDA

It is widely known that, due to their activity of nest-building, 
termites have concentrated minerals in their homes in the 
Zambian landscape over extensive time. For this reason, 
natural mineral licks occur widely in termite mounds, or 
anthills as they are frequently referred to, throughout the 
miombo woodlands of Zambia. There are a number of these 
natural licks on Shinganda Wildlife Wilderness, places 
to which wildlife is attracted to lick and eat mud, to gain 
access to mineral salts. Animals known to be visiting these 
licks include elephants, kudus, impala, warthogs and Kinda 
baboons. There is no doubt that numerous other species 
also visit these sites.

The recent placement of artifi cial “game licks” on Shinganda 
in 2015 has proved interesting. At fi rst, most animals just 
ignored the licks. After some time, interest grew, with 
porcupines, Kinda baboons and impalas eating them. The 
most amusing reaction to the presence of the game licks 
was that of side-striped jackals – they merely urinated all 
over them and walked off! 

For more information on Shinganda Wildlife Wilderness: 

https://vimeo.com/128662844.  



South Luangwa Conservation Society

We are delighted to inform you of our forthcoming change 
of name and rebrand from South Luangwa Conservation 
Society (SLCS) to Conservation South Luangwa (CSL). 
After many years of support from all of you, we are happy 
to announce we have changed from a Zambian Registered 
Non-Profi t Society to a Non-Governmental Organization as 
stipulated by the Government of the Republic of Zambia in 
2013. Our core functions and goals will remain the same. 
We are also currently developing a new website, FB page, 
brochures and so forth. We hope you like it. We’d also like 
to thank Aisling from Grey in London for her fabulous work 
and guidance through this whole process and to Yassa for 
designing the logo. You guys are amazing!!

Liuwa Plain

Discover the beauty of Liuwa Plain National Park during the 
wet season! Parts of the plain have fl ooded and are home 
to large fl ocks of water birds and thousands of wildebeests, 
creating absolutely stunning landscapes.
Best of all? The park is still accessible! The new road 
connecting Mongu and Kalabo allows vehicles to access 
Liuwa Plain National Park even during the Zambian 
wet season. The southern parts of Liuwa have not yet 
fl ooded, and are still accessible to 4WD vehicles. Contact 
liuwatourism@african-parks.org for more information on 
visiting Liuwa. 
Photo: Caz Sanguinetti

Zambia Great Elephant Census results announced
Africa Geographic

On 3rd March 2016 the Zambia Department of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW) released the Great Elephant Census 
results. While the results are optimistic, continued efforts are needed to tackle poaching and align conservation with 
community benefi ts. Our incredible partners at The Nature Conservancy facilitated the training of DNPW ecologists on 
data collection, consulted on data analysis, and organised the 250 hours of survey fl ight time.   

Zambia is one of 20 countries to participate in the Great Elephant Census, which launched in 2013 with continent-wide 
results due to be released this year. It is the fi rst pan-African elephant census in 40 years, and researchers used a 
standardised method of data collection to create an up-to-date picture of the status of African elephants. The insights 
revealed through this survey can help create tailored management plans to more effectively protect elephants and 
deploy the limited conservation resources and dedicated rangers where they will be able to make the most impact. The 
census also pinpoints opportunities for countries to collaborate across borders and close security gaps. For example, 
a staggering loss of over 60% of their elephants in Tanzania motivated a new focus on conservation and wildlife 
management in what was once the home of one of the largest elephant populations in Africa.

The aerial survey was conducted from 4-26 September 2015 over 21 million acres of Zambia. The survey area comprised 
national parks and some game management areas, with focal areas that included Kafue and Sioma Ngwezi National 
Parks, and the Luangwa Valley and Lower Zambezi systems.

The results show that, overall, the elephant population in Zambia may be stable, but with large differences between 
different parts of the country. Turning fi rst to numbers of live elephants, the censuses suggested that elephant numbers 
are stable (or possibly even increasing) in the two largest elephant landscapes – Luangwa and Kafue. In the third 
landscape, Lower Zambezi, numbers are declining. And in the fourth landscape, Sioma Ngwezi National Park, on the 



border with Angola and Namibia, elephant numbers are declining catastrophically, with the species almost extirpated.

“Poaching is like water – it moves to the path of least resistance. When one area is better patrolled, poachers go 
elsewhere so we have to keep the pressure on.” Photo, Kenneth C. Coe
“Poaching is like water – it moves to the path of least resistance. When one area is better patrolled, poachers go 
elsewhere so we have to keep the pressure on.” – Matt Brown, The Nature Conservancy ©Kenneth C. Coe
The ecologists were not only counting live elephants, but elephant carcasses and the approximate age of those 
carcasses. A ‘carcass ratio’ — the ratio of dead elephants to all elephants (alive and dead) — of 2% to 8% is considered 
normal for a stable or increasing population. The overall carcass ration for Zambia was estimated at 4.2%, meaning 
that the observed deaths were within sustainable levels and that the country’s population of elephants was stable to 
increasing, corroborating the live elephant counts. However, Sioma Ngwezi had a carcass ratio of a staggering 85%, 
alerting conservationists and government offi cials where the 
poaching problem is most dire.

“These results are a great example of what we hope to 
achieve through the Great Elephant Census by informing 
future efforts,” said James Deutsch, Director of Wildlife 
conservation, Vulcan Inc. “In Luangwa and even Kafue, the 
existing elephant protection efforts seem to be successful 
in controlling poaching and stabilising elephant populations, 
while elephants are declining in Lower Zambezi and Sioma 
Ngwezi. The census results tell us that we need to replicate 
Luangwa and Kafue’s success across all of Zambia’s, and 
Africa’s, national parks.”

“This survey provides the data we need to direct resources 
where they can have the biggest impact for both 
conservation and improving people’s livelihoods,” said 
Matt Brown, Africa Conservation Director at The Nature 
Conservancy. “The numbers overall appear more positive 
than expected, suggesting that front line protection is making a difference. This doesn’t mean we can rest now. Poaching 
is like water – it moves to the path of least resistance. When one area is better patrolled, poachers go elsewhere so we 
have to keep the pressure on.”

 “The Nature Conservancy is cautiously optimistic about the fi ndings from the aerial surveys. The results clearly show 
that the work that has been put in place by the Zambia Department of National Parks and Wildlife and other partners like 
Game Rangers International, South Luangwa Conservation Society, and Frankfurt Zoological Society are yielding positive 
results,” said Victor Siamudaala, Zambia Program Director, The Nature Conservancy.

For example, The Nature Conservancy has been supporting Game Rangers International’s (GRI) anti-poaching efforts in 
Kafue National Park for the last three years.  This increased enforcement has effectively reduced poaching numbers in 
the park, which is especially evident in areas where GRI has an active presence.

The Nature Conservancy also works in Zambia to fund and facilitate ranger operations, establish community-led 
conservation programs, and work with the Zambian government to create wildlife laws to stop poaching and ensure that 
communities share the benefi ts of conservation.

“This census is helping to bring more people to the table and to prioritise the conversation around elephant protection 
initiatives. Protection initiatives may need to be intensifi ed in areas where the elephant population is facing more 
signifi cant threats,” said Brown.

The government has indicated that they will launch a working group to develop a way forward. The Nature Conservancy 
will participate along with other stakeholders to determine not only how we can continue to secure this population, but 
how we could build on our successful initiatives to see the elephant population grow.



The Bangweulu Wetlands, one of Africa’s greatest wetland systems, are situated in the upper Congo River Basin in North-
eastern Zambia.  The Chambeshi and Luapula Rivers, which are the main southern tributaries of the massive Congo 
River, rise in the area.

Bangweulu is a local word meaning “where the water meets the sky” and aptly describes the vast seasonally inundated 
stretches of untouched wilderness.  It is a designated RAMSAR site and a listed Important Bird Area. Bangweulu is home 
to a considerable number of the endemic Black Lechwe, with a current estimate of more than 50 000 animals. It is also an 
important breeding area for the Shoebill, one of Africa’s enigmatic ornithological wonders. 

Shoebill Camp (S 11.95150, E 30.23735) is a 10-bed tented camp situated on a small island at the edge of the swamps 
and nestled in a thicket of indigenous trees.  It has long been a prime destination for nature lovers and in particular avid 
birdwatchers, as it is arguably the best place in Africa to view shoebills, in addition to a host of other bird species.  For 
much of the year herds of over a thousand black lechwe graze on the plains surrounding the camp, while tsessebe, 
sitatunga, reedbuck and oribi are commonly seen. 

The camp is currently a rustic tented camp with 5 en-suite safari style tents and a thatched communal kitchen and dining / 
lounge area which looks out over a natural pool. Activities on offer include game drives and walking during the dry season 
and guided boat trips in a banana boat or dugout canoe during the wet season. The Shoebill-viewing activity is a prime 
attraction for guests, and is part of a broader community initiative to protect this threatened species through eco-tourism. 

The Bangweulu Wetlands Management Board is now undertaking a tender process to identity a new partner to refurbish, 
market and manage Shoebill Camp and invites suitable local and international investors/operators to submit Expressions 
of Interest for the refurbishing, marketing and management of Shoebill Camp.

For further details, please download the complete version of theCall for Expressions of Interest tender document from the 
following link:

• http://www.african-parks.org/Publications

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST



Driving Zimbabwe

Big Sky in Zimbabwe has sent me all the information about driving in Zimbabwe.  We all know that there are many road 
blocks along all roads in Zimbabwe.  It used to be the same here in Zambia but they have reduced signifi cantly over the 
years.  To me, road blocks are a form of intimidation and I dislike them immensely.  Having said that, I am used to them.  

Whenever I arrive at a road block either in Zambia or Zimbabwe I greet the offi cers with a smile and a ‘Good morning’ and 
wait for their questions and inspections.  If they fi nd a problem, I pay the fi ne and continue on my journey.  We know that 
if the police want to fi nd a problem they will, and that arguing with them only causes stress.  I don’t like stress – better to 
give them US$10-20 as long as I get a receipt.  

However here is some of the information about Zim Rules and Regs:

Space Saver wheels
Often vehicles carry these little wheels (sometimes called ‘biscuits’).  The law is a bit contradictory stating that biscuits are 
allowed as spares in case of emergency but it also states that all wheels in use should be of the same size …  So, if you 
use a biscuit in an emergency, the police are within their rights to fi ne you.  

Breakdown triangles
- To be refl ective both sides
- Length of sides 42,5 cm
- Manufacturers name, year of manufacture and serial number
- Two triangles to be carried per vehicle, and two per trailer
The triangle as described does not exist in Zimbabwe and possibly the world. However there are a substantial number 
of breakdown triangles owned by motorists that suit their intended function. Motorists are purchasing new equipment to 
avoid fi nes of up to $20.00

(G: This is different from Zambia because we have to have metal triangles.  I have just checked mine and found that they 
are only refl ective on one side!  I actually carry both metal and plastic.)

Driving with headlamps and fog lamps on simultaneously was a specifi c offence

Dashboard camera’s (dashcams) are legal.

(G: You also need a fi re extinguisher which is regularly serviced.  I got caught with a fi re extinguisher which had not been 
serviced, paid the fi ne and then got it serviced.  But the next time I visited Zimbabwe the extinguisher needed servicing 
again.  Another item is the refl ective jacket – they are cheap enough so just get one and bung it in the car.)

Personnel at ZRP check points do not appear to be familiar with the sections of SI 129/2015 that provide for exclusions 
for visitors. This is based on feedback from visitors who have had expensive and holiday-spoiling experiences on the 
Chirundu – Harare, Beitbridge – Harare and Bulawayo – Harare roads.

The outcome of the negative experiences is to reduce domestic tourism (as noted by a reputable hotelier, it is NOT a 
pleasure to self-drive around our country at present). And every regional visitor who has experienced unreasonable and 
costly treatment at police checks, returns home vowing never to return to Zimbabwe, and tells all their friends.

This is terribly unfortunate, given the considerable and commendable efforts by the Ministry of Tourism, the Zimbabwe 
Tourism Authority and Zimbabwe Council for Tourism. The many achievements of these bodies are being rapidly 
undermined by the sheer number of roadside check points, and unfair treatment at them.

G: Big Sky has a list of Zim requirements for vehicles.  Find it at www.bigsky.co.zw/cubbyhole-notes.  I have a copy which 
I keep with my vehicle documents ... I haven’t had to refer to it yet ... thank goodness ...
If you have something to pass on to Big Sky, contact them on info@bigsky.co.zw

Fastjet to Vic Falls

Fastjet will start fl ying to Vic Falls from Johannesburg this month.  The twice-weekly fl ight will be on Fridays and Sundays.

ZIMBABWE



Zambian Traders in Victoria Falls Town
Radio VOP

COUNCIL has vowed to clampdown an infl ux of Zambian traders in the resort town amid complaints by locals that they do 
not respect the local authority’s bylaws. 
Zambian informal traders are taking advantage of Zimbabwe’s multi-currency system to bring in various goods for resale 
in Victoria Falls. 
The goods include illegal substances such as abortion pills, skin bleaching creams, toiletries and herbal medicine. 
However, their aggressive marketing methods that include door to door vending have angered local vendors who say they 
are being pushed out of business. 
Council said it was also concerned about the number of complaints it was receiving about the conduct of the Zambians 
and it would soon act to bring sanity in the resort town.
Some vendors at the Chinotimba Tavern Market said Zambians were making a lot of money through their door to door 
sales, which were a violation of council’s bylaws. 
“The Zambians don’t pay anything to council but they are allowed to sell their wares anywhere,” said one of the vendors 
Sethule Dube.
“They violate a number of bylaws and in addition to that, they don’t pay duty at the border when bringing their items like 
we do.” …

Matusadona Anti Poaching Project

ELEPHANT POACHERS ARRESTED

Three suspected elephant poachers have been arrested 

in Symchembu, a poaching hot spot close to Chirisa Safari 

area. Well done to the Zimbabwe National Parks and 

Wildlife Management Authority rangers who apprehended 

the three. The accused were found in possession of one 

pair of elephant tusks and a ,303 rifl e. All the accused will 

attend Gokwe Magistrates Court this morning and they 

are expected to receive the minimum sentence of nine 

years and join the large number of other ivory poachers 

and dealers that have been arrested and jailed this year. 

Additional charges will be placed on the owner of the illegal 

weapon. The masterminds behind poaching are known and 

will soon be dealt with.

ELEPHANT ELECTROCUTED

Very Sad News!!

Driving along the road yesterday I came to a grinding 

halt as I noticed an elephant bull emerging from the thick 

mopane woodland. I stopped and admired him and his 

beautiful curved tusks and I thought what a lucky fellow he 

was to have survived poachers and hunters.

This morning as I was driving along the same road not far 

from where I had seen him the previous day I noticed a 

crowd gathering, I stopped and investigated what all the 

attention was about. My heart sank as I noticed an ele 

lying there. It was him! Electrocuted by low lying electricity 

cables. Very sad!!

We request that Zimbabwe Electricity Supply Authority 

urgently rectify the issue and carry out inspections on all 

transmission poles to ensure this does not happen again.

Although this is very sad news, poachers are killing them 

on a daily basis, MAPP is very successful at reducing 

poaching, the only thing that limits us is fi nance. If you 

would like to contribute to helping protect elephants please 

get in touch.



Elefence

Times Live

At least 6 elephants have died in the last 18 months in Zimbabwe’s Victoria Falls National Park after swallowing plastic 
bags found on a dump site, a local conservationist says.

Trevor Lane of the Bhejane Trust, which operates in Victoria Falls and Hwange National Park, said elephants frequently 
forage in the municipal dump at Victoria Falls. The animals eat “highly-scented” plastic bags (like bread bags) and then 
(hopefully) pass them out when they defecate.

“The whole park is littered with plastic [from elephant dung],” Lane told News24.
But not every plastic-eating elephant survives. The six known to have died in the last year to 18 months “ingested too 
much plastic. It actually killed them”, he said.
“It must be a terribly agonising death,” he added.

Lane is one of the brains behind the Victoria Falls Elefence project. Fundraisers hope to raise $50 000 to build a solar-
powered electric fence round the municipal dump to keep the elephants out. 
A video has been uploaded to YouTube by the Elefence community showing the mountains of plastic at the dump and the 
elephants that forage there.

The Victoria Falls Wildlife Fund, which is part of the project, said in a post to Facebook last week, “Wildlife are often found 
eating out of the dump site and this has led to illness and death in different species including elephant.”

Baboons scavenge in Victoria Falls municipal dump too but they are “far too clever” to swallow plastic, Lane said. “They 
just pick away at the rubbish,” he said.

G: See the short video - link on the email.



Great Elephant Census

This is a story from 2014 from Botswana on the Great Elephant Census

A 2012 count put Botswana’s elephant population at 133,088 making it the largest population in all of Africa. In a phone 
call later Mike explained that the population appears 
healthy, that numbers are stable if not rising, and that 
herds are increasing their range. ‘In an area south east 
of Lake Ngami we spotted a family herd of one hundred 
and fi fty elephants and another of eighty. You’ve got to 
understand,’ he chimed, ‘herds haven’t been recorded here 
in one hundred to one hundred and fi fty years. They are 
recolonising their historical range.”

Mike was just as excited about the other species he had 
seen and is confi dent Botswana will see an increase in 
wildlife numbers over the coming years. Mike puts this 
success down to Botswana’s President Ian Khama who has 
taken extraordinary steps to conserve wildlife, bucking an 
African governmental trend of mismanagement, ignorance 
and corruption.

Since taking offi ce in 2008 Khama has steered the country beyond relying on diamond mining and diversifi ed the 
economy by focusing on the agriculture and tourism sectors, the latter being almost entirely wildlife based. The Botswana 
Defence Force is directly involved in protecting wildlife. That Khama was once commander of the armed forces no 
doubt inspires a fi rm hand in its administration. The military is active and visible. They are seen patrolling wildlife areas, 
particularly remote corners of Botswana where poaching is most likely, and people know to take these well-armed men 
seriously. 

‘In a 2010 survey, 20% of all elephant carcasses we saw were poached. This year, we saw none,’ says Mike. One 
of the most signifi cant and controversial of Khama’s measures was to ban hunting this year. Many worried that the 
tourism sector would see a loss of income from hunters and a rise in poaching on land that is no longer under the 
control of hunting operators. ‘But now the elephants are walking these old hunting roads,’ says Mike. Like much of 
Africa, Botswana’s tourism trade might suffer due to Western misconceptions about Ebola*, but it is normally robust and 
attractive, with The Okavango Delta’s new status as a World Heritage Site being the latest feather in its cap.

Bad news travels fast and that’s what we hear most often. Some of it is sensationalist. A common cry is that elephants will 
die out at the current rate of poaching. It resonates in the Western world where the scale of Africa is vastly underrated, a 
continent three times the size of the USA with 56 nations only seen as one dark entity. But there is a light in the south of 
this vast continent where poaching is on the decrease and elephants are thriving. ‘They won’t die out. What I’ve recorded 
in Botswana is that we will always have elephants if the political will is there to conserve them.’

G: I printed this story to 
compare with the latest 
information for Zambia 
on the Great Elephant 
Census ... and also ... I 
loved this photo!

BOTSWANA



Electricity for Namibia

Namibia has, over the years, been importing 60% of its power from Zambia and South Africa.  It would seem now that 
they are intent on reducing this dependence on its neighbours.  

A company named Hopsol completed a 5 MW solar power plant in Otjiwarongo in November last year.  It took only 4 
months construction time.  They are now constructing a 
similar plant in Grootfontein which will be ready in June.  
According to an article in The Villager, the cost is N$125 
million.  N$125million = US$ 7.9 million.

G: This made me think about the proposed Batoka Dam.  
Batoka Dam, it is claimed, will produce 800MW of power for 
Zambia.  The cost is US$2.5 billion (Zambia’s half).  

If we take the cost of a 5MW solar power unit as costing 
US$10million:
Do a bit of maths:
800MW would require 160 Hopsol solar plants.  
160 X US$10 million = US$1.6 billion.  

Is my maths right?
If it is, then, why are we even considering destroying such a national asset as the Batoka Gorge if we can produce power 
much cheaper … and, more to the point, with a construction time of 4 months … not 7 years!

Namibia Goes on Record to Ban Hunting Bans
Outdoor Hub

Namibia’s Ministry of Environment and Tourism recently made its stance on hunting very clear when it announced that 
it offi cially opposed any kind of hunting ban in the country. Minister of Environment and Tourism, Pohamba Shifeta, said 
that about 5,000 hunters visit the country annually. These hunters are instrumental in providing the necessary funds to 
protect conserved land such as game reserves, national parks, and communal conservancies. It is estimated that about 
44 percent of Namibia’s total land area is made up of land under some form of conservation.

G: This is good news for the Conservancies of which there are 82, mostly in the north of the country.  The people were 
getting worried by the outside pressure to ban hunting in Namibia.  It was a bit of doom and gloom for them wondering if 
their main source of income would end.  

Salambala Conservancy earned Nam$1.9million in 2014 from hunting.  Other income comes from tourism.  Within the 
conservancy is Camp Chobe, a tourist lodge, which earned the community Nam$1million.

Bamunu Conservancy only has hunting on their land.  Through their income from hunting the people have earned enough 
to connect their villagers to the grid and now have power.  When the news was going around that Namibia may end 
hunting, they told news reporters that they had to fi nd an investor quickly to come and build a lodge on their land.  

Both Salambala and Bamunu members claim that since they introduced hunting on their land, the poaching has 
decreased dramatically because the people can see the benefi ts of protecting their environment.    

Zambezi Waterfront Tourism Park

The Zambezi Waterfront Tourism Park in Katima Mulilo has been closed temporarily; most of the staff have been laid off.  
In an article in The Namibian the park has been running at a loss for the two years of its existence and government has 
cited incompetence in the administration.  

The park was started in 2005 with ambitious plans to empower SMEs 
in the town.  Instead of using one contractor, the work was given to 
local construction companies.  One of the fi rst problems was that, after 
construction began, it was realised that the land was prone to fl oods.  The 
land had to be raised by 2.5 metres.  Then, in 2014 some buildings had to 
be demolished because they had been built on top of the main water line 
for the town 
There are 41 bungalows on the 22 ha site along the Zambezi River.  

There were construction problems after construction problems.  Now it 
seems that the running of it too is beset by problems.    

The government intends to fi nd a way forward for the park but, until then the park will remain closed.  

NAMIBIA



Devil’s Claw

Namibia Economist

Devil’s claw has been lauded for its effective treatment of arthritis and rheumatoid arthritis and perhaps has one of the 
oldest histories with regards to commercialisation of any plant according to the National Botanical Research Institute.

Another important facet of Devil’s claw is its ability to generate healthy revenues for rural communities harvesting the 
plant. One such community which has taken the initiative to benefi t from the harvesting of the naturally growing plant is 
the Sachona Community in the Zambezi Region, located approximately less than 100 kilometres from Kongola.

The Sachona conservancy, the Economist noted on a recent visit to the Zambezi, managed to generate revenues in 
excess of N$700,000, …   

From Plantzafrica:

Tread with care where Harpagophytum procumbens, or 
devil’s claw, is lurking. It has nasty, spiny fruits but it is one 
of the chief medicinal plants southern Africa has given to 
the world. Its uses are multifarious and many tons of dried 
tubers are exported each year, mainly to Europe. Most 
of this is harvested in the wild so there has been much 
concern about over-harvesting. Efforts to get the plant into 
cultivation have not yet led to much success.

Ecology
Harpago’s geophytic life form, with a perennial rootstock 
and annual stems, allows it to live in very arid places. The 
mucilage cells may help cut down water loss. The plants do 
not seem to like competition from other plants. Bees or crawling insects may 
be the pollinators, or perhaps hawk moths as they visit other similar fl owers. 
The fruits are well adapted for dispersal by animals as the hooks get caught in 
feet and hair or skin and are carried away. Eventually they wear down, or drop 
off and break open, releasing the seeds far from the parent. Sometimes the 
animals die of starvation as the fruits catch on mouths and cannot be dislodged. 
Wind may also help in dispersal and trampling will help bury the seeds. The 
secondary tubers are dug up and eaten by porcupines and antelope such as 
duiker and steenbok.

Uses and cultural aspects
Devil’s claw has long been known as a medicinal plant, with the San of the 
Kalahari having used it fi rst, many generations ago. A German, G.H. Mehnert, 
learnt about this plant from the San and Nama people in Namibia and let it be 
known in 1904. It was exported to Germany fi rst, and a small industry developed, based on material mainly from Namibia 
and Botswana. World demand has risen a lot since 1962 and especially in this century. Namibia has exported 2000 t. of 
dried roots in a year that may have involved up to 50 million plants.



Angola has invested 150 million US dollars in fauna and fl ora conservation
From Angola Today

The Angolan Ministry of the Environment has invested over 150 million US dollars in the rehabilitation and construction of 
infrastructures in National Parks, Natural Reserves and areas of conservation of nature and wildlife over the last 10 years, 
according to a report released in Luanda.
 
The document shows that the respective funds have derived from the State Budget and international institutions, which 
have been invested gradually since 2007. In this period, 16 
administrators that manage the National Parks of Bicuar 
(province of Huíla), Cangandala (Malanje), Iona (Namibe), 
Quissama (Luanda) and Maiombe (Cabinda) have received 
training.

The investment also covers the recruitment of 450 
supervisors and forest guards, the implementation of the 
project for protection of the Giant Black Antelope and the 
creation of new areas of conservation.

The funds have also been used for the construction of 
training centres for supervisors, restoration of regulations 
and main access roads to the parks, the development of 
tourist accommodation, herbariums and the rehabilitation 
of 415 kilometres of dirt roads inside parks in Cangandala 
(Malanje), Regional de Chimalavera (Benguela), Iona 
(Namibe) and Quissama (Luanda).

Iona (province of Namibe), the largest park in Angola, 
with 15,150 km has received 8,4 million US dollars, being 
4 million US dollars derived from the European Union 
Commission, 2 million from the Global Environment 
Fund (GEF), 2 million US dollars from the Angolan Government and 400 thousand US dollars from the United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP).

With this investment, the Angolan Government intends to implement a program of nature and wildlife conservation, a 
means of attracting ecotourism, in turn increasing the diversifi cation of the economy. ...

G: I hope they do something about their borders too.  Do you remember when David Lemon tried to walk along the 
Zambezi River in Angola as part of his long walk along the river ... they wouldn’t let him in ...

ANGOLA



EXCHANGE RATES
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THE SMILE

Have a good two weeks

Gill
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