
Dear All

Ostrich on the Ngoma-Kasane Road.  

Birds in my Garden

This time of year is the best for watching the birds.  The bush is still dry and many migrants are arriving.  The males are 
putting on their special plummage to fi nd a mate.

These are some of mine, mostly seen from my offi ce.  Notice that my 
cuckoo has arrived.  The babblers who live nearby had better watch 
out because these cuckoos mostly chose babblers as the host for 
their eggs.  



On Tour

Last week I went on a trip to Katima Mulilo and Kasane.  I hadn’t visited either towns for some time and was reminded 
how far Zambia is behind our neighbouring countries in terms of tourism.  So let me describe the trip and tell you why.  

I left Livingstone at 6.30am and took the road to Kazungula; the road was fi ne.  As I continued on to Sesheke the road 
deteriorated.  Pothole after pothole.  This went on for 100 km.  
Also along the road I noticed that the forests either side of the 
road are fast disappearing as the people are making charcoal.  
The ‘ex-forest’ just after Kazungula reminded me of Dambwa 
forest – only the mungongo trees remained.  All along the road 
there were bags of charcoal for sale.  

I arrived in Sesheke and went to Finance Bank to get some 
rand ... and chat to Grace, the manager (ex-Livingstone and 
Kitwe).  

The next step was over the bridge to Katima Mulilo, Zambia, 
and the new border post which I had never used.  Oh dear, 
no signs.  The border was clogged with trucks in no order, 
just randomly parked.  People were milling around with one of 
them offering to change money for me.  

I stumbled through the procedures having to ask the offi cers where to go next.  After about 20 minutes I was through and 
off to the Namibian border.  

On the Namibian side there were signs telling me where to 
go; the offi cers were effi cient; there were no hawkers trying to 
sell me anything.  I was through, having paid for my car – one 
payment of R242 (US$17).  I had to pay no visa for myself.  It 
took me 10 minutes and I was on the road again.  

I stopped at Katima Mulilo to visit some friends and then 
I was off to Ngoma – the border between Namibia and 
Botswana.  The Namibian border took me under 5 minutes.  
The Botswana border took me 10 minutes.  I had to pay P270 
(US$25).  I had to pay no visa for myself.  

The roads in Namibia and Botswana are all in excellent 
condition, with road markings and signboards.  There were no 
ladies along the roadside trying to sell charcoal or tomatoes.  

The only problems I encountered were donkeys and cattle in 
Namibia and, in Botswana, I had to watch out for elephants; 

Vehicle receipt from Namibia - computerised

Katima to Ngoma Road - cows on the road, no street traders

Vehicle receipt from Botswana - computerised

Kazungula-Sesheke Road.  At least there is a signboard but the 
potholes were awful

Donkey cart loaded with charcoal

Kazungula-Sesheke Road near to Sesheke.  Very good but no 
road markings or signboards.



the road in Botswana passes through Chobe National Park.  

In Kasane I again stopped for a chat and then looked around 
the shops for 30 minutes.  There had been reports in the press 
of a new bookshop in Kasane, but I didn’t fi nd it.  

It was now around 4pm and I had to head home via the 
pontoon at Kazungula.  The Botswana border was quick – 
about 5 minutes – so I was soon down to the riverside to catch 
a pontoon over the river.  There were 4 pontoons operating so 
it didn’t take long; the staff on the Botswana side put me in the 
correct place to catch the next pontoon and told me when it 
was my turn.  

Once on to the Zambian pontoon the Zambian nightmare 
began.  There were some drunk chaps pestering me about Carbon Tax and telling me that they would assist me to get it.  
I told them to ‘****’ off.  On the other side of the river I disembarked to fi nd that the border post was completely clogged.  

My car was hedged in by enormous trucks which were so 
close that I thought I was going to be scraped by one of them.  
My drunken friends from the pontoon continued to harass me.  
There were ladies selling buns and more money changers 
fl ipping their kwacha in the faces of would-be tourists.  

Eventually the traffi c jam was unjammed and I squeezed 
through the trucks following a transfer vehicle from Fawlty 
Towers.  The man on the gate tried to stop me passing through 
and shouted at me to stop.  I didn’t.  I parked outside the gate 
where it was a little less congested, locked my car taking my 
paperwork back into the border post.  One youngster offered 
to protect my car while I was away; I told him not to bother.  
The guard at the gate had followed me and was shouting 
again telling me to return to the turmoil inside the border.  I 
refused and stormed away towards the offi ce.  

I got my passport stamp, handed in my vehicle permit and 
returned to my car.  I was so angry, so upset.  I take this sort of thing very seriously.  How do we ever expect to promote 
tourism in Zambia with our borders being so chaotic?  If they can have orderly borders in Namibia and Botswana why 
do we fi nd it so diffi cult?  Add that the cost/time of entering Zambia with a vehicle.  It will take a visitor at least an hour to 
cross our border and the cost will be over US$50, requiring 3 offi ces to visit.  Also, any European will have to pay a visa of 
around US$50.  

While I was talking to one tour operator in Namibia, she told me that they are doing a roaring trade in day trips to the 
Victoria Falls because no-one wanted to drive themselves.  It was the cost and the chaos that they knew they would 
encounter.  In fact, she added to that, that most people opted to go to the Zimbabwe side of the Victoria Falls, rarely did 
anyone request to come to Zambia.  

We really have to understand that tourists want to see the 
Victoria Falls and they also want to visit a park to see the 
wildlife.  At the moment many visitors are coming to Kasane 
or Katima Mulilo and taking a day trip to Zimbabwe or Zambia 
to see the Victoria Falls.  They then continue their holiday in 
Botswana or Namibia.  Chobe National Park and Etosha are 
world renowned parks teeming with wildlife.  Tourists do not 
need to stay in Zambia or Zimbabwe to visit a park.  

So, here we have it.  I can remember many years ago that 
Zambia borders were awful and I had hoped that we had 
improved.  We have not.  If we are serious in promoting 
tourism to Zambia we have to do something about all our 
borders.  

There is one good piece of news from the Kazungula border.  A new temporary bridge is being constructed.  According to 
a policeman I asked on the Botswana side it should be completed by 2018.  I hope he is wrong and that it is ready sooner.  

New Bridge

Chaos at Kazungula border

Ngoma to Kasane - elephant on the road.



From the Zambia Weekly

New airport at Mfuwe
Government has awarded a $122 million contract to China National Complete Engineering Corporation for the 
construction of Mfuwe International Airport in Eastern Province. The new airport is scheduled for completion in two 
years. Government plans to turn the airport into a small city complete with a hotel and a shopping mall to attract 300,000 
passengers a year, up from 30,000 currently, by promoting domestic tourism, Zambia Airports Corporation MD Robinson 
Misitala stated.

Industrial Park
Zambia is about to get a One Belt One Road Industrial Park at the Mulungushi International Conference Centre in 
Lusaka. A 20-member business delegation comprising CEOs of manufacturing companies from Tianjin in China visited 
Zambia to explore investment opportunities worth about $1 billion. The CEOs represented companies engaged in 
manufacturing of anything from cement and water pumps to biomedicals and ATMs, and there were also talks of batteries 
in Mansa and bicycles in Chisamba. The business delegation came from Tianjin Federation of Industry and Commerce,
which reportedly comprises about 30,000 companies, and delegation leader Liu Daogang talked of six manufacturing 
plants to open in Zambia. The industrial park will be launched with an initial investment of $300 million in a joint-venture 
by the Tianjin Physical Distribution Group and the Zhogrum Investment Development Group Corporation Zambia Limited.

ZAWA Arrests
The Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) 
has apprehended four people for unlawful 
possession of government trophy (two 
waterbuck, two impala and three duiker), 
conveying of weapons, illegal hunting and 
entry into Kafue National Park.

New Roads
According to a report from the Road 
Development Agency (RDA), requested by 
President Lungu, but allegedly leaked to 
the Post, the RDA owes road contractors 
and consultants K2.8 billion in unpaid 
claims (Interim Payment Certifi cates).  After 
President Sata took over in 2011, and moved 
the RDA from the then Ministry of Transport, 
Works, Supply and Communications to 
State House to “supervise the construction 
and rehabilitation of all these roads”, the PF 
government has launched Link Zambia 8000 
(trunk roads), Pave Zambia 2000 (township 
roads), L400 Project (urban roads in Lusaka) 
and C400 Project (ditto on the Copperbelt). 
However, many reports have indicated that 
the projects have been driven by political rather than developmental objectives.

Load Shedding
More load shedding in 2016 The Zambezi River Authority has reduced the water allocated for power generation by 
ZESCO and the Zimbabwe Power Company to 10 billion cubic metres in 2016, Energy Minister Dora Siliya has told 
parliament. The allocation was previously reduced in April 2015 from 45 billion cubic metres to 33 billion cubic metres 
per year.  This means that the power defi cit will increase to 1,000 MW, up from 700 MW currently and 560 MW in August 
2015. ZESCO can generate a maximum of 2,200 MW when everything is in full fl ow, against an average national demand 
of  about 1,800 MW.
Some commentators wondered what was happening to the many new generation projects that government keeps on 
talking about. They also reminded government that it earlier had assured the nation that load shedding would be a thing 
of the past by 2016.
CEC looks at alternative energy The Copperbelt Energy Corporation (CEC) is planning to set up a 10 MW biomass 
gasifi cation plant using biological waste material from the Copperbelt Forestry Company, and will extend the project, 
“once we prove that it can work”, Director for Strategy and
Regulation Sylvester Hibajene told the Daily Mail. The company is also looking into using solar. Currently, CEC buys most 
of its electricity from ZESCO, but is also developing its own 40 MW hydropower plant.



Nsumbu NP and Tondwa GMA
Birdlife International
 
The Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund, through its 
Regional Implementation Team in the Eastern Afromontane 
biodiversity hotspot, started providing ‘rapid response 
fund’ grants of maximum USD 10,000 in July 2014. These 
grants are issued to fund projects that aim to protect Key 
Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) under immediate and urgent 
threat. The main idea behind these grants is “to support 
the role of civil society organizations in the application of 
site safeguard policies and procedures in order to avoid or 
minimize / mitigate ongoing and emerging threats on critical 
biodiversity habitats”.

A fi rst grant under this call for proposals was provided 
to Conservation Lake Tanganyika (CLT), a local NGO in 
Zambia. CLT’s project aimed to enhance the participation of 
local people in the management of two KBAs (also an Important Bird Area) in Zambia: Sumbu National Park and Tondwa 
Game Management Area. They completed their project in October 2015.

What’s the story
22% of Zambia’s land area is covered by Game Management Areas where the Wildlife Act of Zambia provides for the 
establishment of Community Resource Boards (CRBs) to be established where the community shares a common interest 
in wildlife and natural resources, providing a legal and institutional mechanism for sharing responsibilities for conserving 
and managing wildlife with ZAWA (the Zambian Wildlife Authority). The ZAWA Act provides for CRBs as a means of 
ensuring that both the responsibilities and the benefi ts of well-managed natural resources accrue to local communities.

Sadly very few GMAs in Zambia have achieved this vision and there has been an ongoing deterioration of biodiversity in 
most GMAs.

In the far North of Zambia, Tondwa GMA is one of the most diverse and beautiful GMAs in Zambia, and encompasses an 
area of 400km2 adjoining Nsumbu National Park. Tondwa has critical populations of wildlife and perhaps more importantly 
includes one of the few watersheds leading into Lake Tanganyika that is completely within a protected area. An effective 
and well representative CRB is critical to protect these two KBAs, as well as the waters of Lake Tanganyika (a third KBA 
to benefi t from this project), as the area is under increased threat of poaching, encroachment, land clearing for agriculture 
and illegal commercial fi shing.

CRBs are active for a period of fi ve years, and the ‘old’ CRB was dissolved in September 2014, without a proper process 
in place to elect a new CRB due to a lack of concerted efforts and fi nance. This presented an urgent threat to the GMA 
and the NP, as anti-poaching activities in Tondwa and the monitoring of a commercial fi shing camp in Nsumbu fell under 
the direct supervision of the Natural Resource Coordinator, a senior position within CRB. An immediate increase in 
terrestrial poaching in Tondwa and illegal fi shing in Nsumbu NP was expected without an active CRB being in place.

With fi nancial support from CEPF, Conservation Lake Tanganyika agreed to support for the fi rst time a fully democratic 
process to elect a new CRB through free and fair elections carried out throughout the Nsama Chiefdom (covering Sumbu 
NP and Tondwa GMA). This included a sensitization campaign to ensure community participation, the carrying out of 
elections in all communities, the formation of a fi nal board and subsequent training of the CRB and Village Action Groups 
at a lower level on the roles and responsibilities of CRBs.

The democratically elected Nsama CRB is now actively working with the Zambia Wildlife Authority towards sustainable 
and inclusive use of Tondwa GMA as well as Nsumbu National Park, the election process fulfi lling all criteria to ensure 
the CRB is duly recognised by government, representative of the entire community and able to ensure an inclusive 
conservation strategy for both KBAs going forward. The ecological continuity of these areas requires a holistic approach 
to their management, the partnership between ZAWA and the CRB now allows for this to become a reality and ensures all 
human and biodiversity considerations are taken into account.

CLT is now working with its partners in the area to develop further conservation programmes, building on the success of 
this small, but vital project.



Exploit our Forests
By Joshua Jere
Times of Zambia

“The Kwacha can appreciate and start trading at K3 to one dollar in just four months, if Zambia can exploit the forest 
reserves and promote timber exports,” declares Charles Masange, the president of the Timber Producers Association of 
Zambia and the most vibrant timber industry activist.

Mr Masange’s statement may be exaggerated. But it is worth examining the possibility of timber saving the Kwacha for 
the current quagmire where the local currency has depreciated by nearly 50 per cent this year largely due to a fall in 
prices of copper, Zambia’s major export earner.

On Alibaba.com (yes Zambia’s timber is being traded in the Chinese online trading platform), Zambia’s Mukwa timber has 
a price tag of $950 per cubic meter and Rosewood timber fetches as much as 1,000 dollars per cubic meter while a forty 
foot-long container of Mukula logs costs between $35,000 to $40,000.

This means that just 500 truckloads of Mukula logs exported to China in raw form can earn the country $8 million and one 
thousand truckloads would earn the country $20 million. ...

Gill Comment:  We seem to  be lurching from 
one crisis to another and thinking of short-
term solutions.  I have just been listening 
to a Beeb programme about the effects of 
deforestation in Nigeria; the Nigerians are in 
a terrible mess with such a high population 
which has deforested its country by clearing 
for farmland or cutting of trees for fi rewood.  
We know that to exploit our forests in Zambia 
the concessions will be given to private 
companies many of which, we have seen 
in the past, may over-exploit and leave us 
with deserts.  If we are to exploit our forests 
in a proper way we will need to increase the 
management of our forests by hundreds of 
personnel which will negate any income we 
may accrue for its exploitation.    

Lake Kariba

Some of us are having rain, some of us are 
not.  But we are still fairly early into our rainy 
season.  Having said that, we expect a below 
average rainfall this season because of El 
Nino.  Unlike most reports for last year’s rainy 
season in Zambia we did not have a drought, 
we just overused the water in Lake Kariba to 
generate power which, on the Zambian side, 
we exported to make money.  

It has been interesting the comments in the 
news about the low levels of the lake.  (It does 
seem that we will have enough water to keep 
the turbines going, by the way).  All our spin 
doctors in government have come up with all 
sorts of explanation but I am sure we know 
that we just overused the water.  

On October 18th the President of Zambia 
called for a day of prayer for our economic 
woes.  There were also reports of the Chiefs 
around the lake blaming nyaminyami, the river 
god, and using a bit of witchcraft to try to fi ll the lake.  Then there was the hilarious story in a Zimbabwe newspaper which 
stated that the Brits and the Americans had put a hole in the bottom of the lake to drain the water ...
The latest attempt to help Lake Kariba is for us all to go and pee in it ...  The mind boggles ...

We just need to understand that the water can only be used once and that we must respect it.  It galled me on my tour to 
Katima Mulilo and Kasane which receives power from Zambia that they are not having power cuts.  I realise that we are 
fulfi lling a legal agreement but both Namibia and Botswana have been much more wise in their electricity consumption 
and are not having to impose 8-hour power cuts on their citizens.

Teachers standing in front of a gully in Nigeria.  The gully is deep enough for a 
6-storey building

Marineland Harbour in Kariba Town, Zimbabwe



South Luangwa Conservation Society

The Carnivores this year made a sterling effort at the annual 
conservation Elephant Charge rally. Unfortunately our car 
broke down 1km before the fi nish but we had a fabulous 
time and a great race. We also managed to raise $7000 to 
go towards the fundraising. There is a debriefi ng tonight in 
Lusaka about this year’s event and we hope it continues to 
urge big sponsors to continue. Watch this space next year 
for the Carnivores 2016!!

After three months of intense para-military training, 63 
new village scouts graduated yesterday at a ceremony 
attended by three Chief’s, our Dictrct Commissioner, Acting 
Director of Conservation and Management ZAWA, Director 
of Training ZAWA, Warden Training Nyamaluma, Senior 
Rangers and WPO’s, CRB’s and other spectators. This 
training was funded by Mfuwe Lodge and the Bush Camp 
Company via SLCS, huge thanks to them for their ongoing 
support to conservation. the new recruits will help us fi ght 
the ongoing poaching battle.

Conservation Lake Tanganyika

CLT in conjunction with ZAWA has been making efforts 
at reducing the high number of fi rearms prevalent 
in communities surrounding Nsumbu NP. Through 
sensitization programs along the eastern boundary 
communities realise that wildlife is not an infi nite resource 
and now is the time to preserve. a total of 27 fi rearms 
handed in voluntarily.

Game Rangers International

Last week, as part of our School Friendship Scheme, KCP 
– Outreach and Education delivered letters from Alexandra 
Parade Primary School, Scotland to Ngoma Basic School in 
the south of Kafue National Park.
After receiving and reading the letters, the children wrote 
back to their pen pals, describing their hobbies and daily 
routines.The pen-pal programme provides the students an 
excellent opportunity to learn about new cultures, express 
their individuality and practice their written English.
If you know of a school or class who would like join 
our School Friendship Scheme and partner with 
a remote Zambian school, please contact Jeni@
gamerangersinternational.



Kasanka Trust

The morning started with 14 guests in the BBC hide 
mesmerized by the return of nearly 8 million bats from their 
nightly forage of wild fruits!

The evening saw 34 guests converge at the Fibwe public 
viewing area and 2 guests in the BBC hide from the various 
lodges and camp sites to stand amazed at the emerging bats 
from the forest at dusk which lasted up to 30 minutes

Guests from the verandah at Wasa Lodge saw sable 
antelope on 3 occasions during the morning as well as 2 
bull elephant cooling off in the shallow muddy waters on the 

edge of Lake Wasa. Elephant and sable have been regular 
visitors to Lake Wasa during the past few weeks

A puku carcass discovered by the ZAWA ranger across the 
lake with no obvious signs of cause of death was quickly 
devoured by a number of vultures; including White-backed, 
Hooded and a lone White-headed vulture.

Guests on a game drive saw a large black mamba which 
caused some excitement and fear!
Birding enthusiasts were able to add to their checklists 
following a walk along the forest edge at Fibwe as well 
as a drive along the Kasanka River and through the 

miombo woodlands. These included Ross’s Turaco, Forest 
weaver, Red-throated twin spot, Black-throated Wattle-eye, 
Dickenson’s Kestrel amongst others
 
There was a very welcome shower of rain, only the second 
for the season in the early evening, the park although still dry will soon start to blossom with some wild fl owers already 
starting to bloom.



Common Myna – a new bird species for Zambia Posted by Robert Douthwaite •
Wednesday, November 18th, 2015
BirdWatch Zambia

On 30 October 2015 a pair of Common Mynas, Acridotheres tristis were found at a nest in the Nkanga River Conservancy 
near Choma by Daniel Green of Chenga Farm. This appears to be the fi rst record of the species in Zambia. 
 
Common Myna is listed by IUCN – the World Conservation Union – amongst the ‘World’s 100 worst’ invasive alien spe-
cies, sharing this dubious honour with only two other bird species [1]. Native to Asia, the Common Myna is an intelligent, 
adaptable, fearless starling that often lives in close association
with people. An omnivorous scavenger, it feeds mainly on 
fruits, seeds and insects. It nests in cavities, often in build-
ings or trees, or in dense vegetation.

Outside the breeding season the species may form noisy 
communal roosts numbering thousands in urban parks and 
gardens. Photo Courtesy of Clement Tang 

The Common Myna is now found on every Continent except 
South America and Antarctica. Colonisation of Africa by this 
species began in 1902 with the escape of some captive 
birds in Durban, South Africa. It is now abundant throughout 
much of South Africa and is spreading rapidly northwards. 
First seen in Botswana in 1975 it appeared in Zimbabwe in 
the early 1980s, Lesotho in 1994,  Mozambique in 1997 and 
Namibia in 2004 [3]. In 2011 a pair bred in Hwange National 
Park [4], increasing to three pairs in 2014 [5]. It has been 
reported recently near Kazungula and in Kasane.

It is widely believed the Common Myna competes with and 
eventually displaces local birds. However, adverse effects 
on indigenous wildlife in South Africa are poorly document-
ed and most descriptions are of an anecdotal nature. In Botswana, Common Mynas have been observed sitting outside 
the nest holes of Red-billed Woodhoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus, Red-billed Oxpecker, Buphagus erythrorhynchus and 
Amethyst Starling, Cinnyricinclus leucogaster preventing the adults from feeding their chicks, which starved to death. In 
Zimbabwe, they successfully evict Crested Barbet, Trachyphonus vaillantii, House Sparrow, Passer domesticus and Red-
billed Buffalo-weaver, Bubalornis niger from their nests.

BirdLife Zimbabwe cautions that the Common Myna is set to become a serious alien invader, posing a threat to some 
indigenous bird specie. The birds at Chenga Farm were shot, but their future colonisation of the Conservancy will threaten 
this stronghold of Zambia’s only endemic bird, the Zambian (Chaplin’s) Barbet, Lybius chaplini (see Post 12 February 
2014 New funding for Zambian Barbet conservation).

Postscript
The fi rst Common Mynas seen in Zambia now appear to have been single birds at Sinazongwe (Tertius Gous) and Living-
stone (Rory McDougall) in October 2014. (Rory McDougall, 14 November 2015).



ZIMBABWE
Painted Dog Foundation

As early morning and late afternoon attempts to get close 
enough to immobilize another Ganda individual dog were 
unfruitful, right in the middle of the day, got info that there 
were dogs near a lion kill not far from our Centre. David, 
Dominic and Arlyne jumped into a car to check them out. 
In the unforgiving sun, with a heat wave at its best were 
four lanky-lean dogs draped in their usual shaggy coats: 
gold, white and black. The Ganda pack was about in the 
woodlands at the odd time of the day, blending well with the 
brittle patchy dry leaves and stunted bushes. They were 
getting shade from tree trunks panting and as they appeared, 
they disappeared like ghosts in the shimmering heat as we 
await the return of Talisman Jealous who is at Sinamatella 
monitoring packs there. The routine and pattern are very 
familiar to us now and the following morning, they chased 
an impala against the enclosure fence of the Rehabilitation 
facility and snacked to an early breakfast.

Bhejane Trust

A new borehole going in at No1 in the Chamabonda. This 
is to supplement the existing borehole and pump system 
which cannot cope with the numbers of elephant and buffalo 
drinking at the pan, especially during this heat wave. You can 
see the water shooting out from the drilling rig! This borehole 
has been sponsored by Piet and Anthea Erasmus of Cape 
Town - very much appreciated!!

Mana Pools
Buffalo passing through the forest.
Neil MacCallum

From Times Live
Two Zimbabwean female pilots made history when they 
became the fi rst all woman team to fl y from Harare to Victoria 
Falls.



Africa Wildlife Foundation

For the fi rst time, wildlife is likely to be part of high-level discussions at this year’s Forum on China-Africa Cooperation. As 
African heads of state prepare to meet with Chinese President Xi Jinping in South Africa, a respected group of Chinese 
and African civil society leaders calls for conservation to be included on the agenda of the upcoming summit. The group, 
a part of the China-Africa Dialogue Series facilitated by African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) and the Aspen Institute, 
aims to bring together infl uential Africans and Chinese to promote sustainable investments and operations in Africa that 
include protection of Africa’s wildlife and wild lands. “We must remember that economic growth relies on healthy, resilient 
ecosystems and wildlife,” said Philip Idro, former Ugandan ambassador to China and a China-Africa Dialogue participant. 
“The Chinese have made great strides in panda conservation and in protecting their forests. I am sure we can come 
together to fi nd acceptable ways of solving this dilemma in Africa.”

Camp Hwange

... A few mornings later, again during breakfast, Chanka 
– one of the trackers, casually says, “There is a leopard,” 
pointing towards the pan. So instead of taking everyone to 
have a closer look, we all get binoculars and from the dining 
room watch this leopard drink as the sun rises. We all have 
our binoculars glued to our faces until someone screeches, 
“Wild dogs!” The leopard slinks into the log hide in safety 
from the 4 Wild Dogs that are headed towards the pan. So to 
paint you a word picture, we have elephants, buffalo, giraffe, 
leopard and wild dog all within 20 meters of each other, all 
visible. ...
Photo: Adam Jones

The Hide

The Hide waterhole has been in high demand, this dry 
season. With many of the Hwange National Park pans drying 
up, many animals are heading to The Hide, for their water. 
Let’s not forget the amazing work that Friends of Hwange do, 
to keep our animals healthy and protected.

Imvelo Safari Lodges

2015 DENTISTS SAFARI
The fi rst stage of our annual Mobile Dentists’ Safari kicked 
off from Bomani and then Camelthorn Lodges, where our 
team of Spanish and Italian volunteers worked for two days 
performing miracles in the blazing heat at Kapane Clinic.
After organising the mass of equipment and medical supplies 
on their fi rst morning, the team took a game viewing ride 
across Hwange National Park on the Elephant Express’ 
120th trip. As well as excellent wildlife viewing, plenty of food, 
refreshments and fun were had.
Once the hard work started, the numbers this year were 
staggering. In two days they treated 950 patients from the 
remote villages along the southern boundary of Hwange 
Park. On Day Three our heroes re-broke our own “World 
Record” by treating 580 patients in one day. ...

OTHER STUFF



TWO SMILES

Have a good two weeks

Gill

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K11.60

P10.73

Nam$14.15

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

25°C  36°C

We have had some rain ... but it has gone now ...

From the UK Daily Mail

This is the moment terrifi ed tourists watched a lion eating 
the tires of their vehicle while they were on a safari drive in 
Tanzania.

Pictures taken in the Serengeti National Park show hungry 
lions gnawing at the wheels of the truck during an hour-long 
attack.

3-day traffi c jam
BBC

Kenyan police have been deployed to ease a traffi c jam 
reportedly stretching for 50km (30 miles) on the highway 
between Mombasa and Nairobi.
The road is crucial for East Africa’s economy as it links the 
port of Mombasa to landlocked countries, such as Uganda, 
South Sudan and Rwanda.
The worst-affected area is around Taru, about 80km from 
Mombasa.
Correspondents say the jam has been caused by repairs to 
the road following heavy rains.


