
Dear All

Last week we had riots ... the taxi drivers decided to protest over the increase in fuel.  They put rocks and bricks on the 
main road through town; they also emptied litter bins all over the road.  All the shops were closed, shutters pulled down!  
What a shocker.  I don’t think anyone was hurt and there was very little damage done, as far as I know.  The police were 
out with tear gas too.  
Interestingly, the price of petrol is now around US$1.20; in Zimbabwe it is around US$1.40.   In Botswana it is US$0.84; 
Namibia at US$0.76 and South Africa at US$1.11.  

The taxi drivers in Livingstone are a powerful lobbying group; there are so many of them.  And they never do anything 
quietly.  

I feel sure that the hike in fuel prices was only part of the frustration felt by the general public.  The road licence fees have 
also gone up.  Add that to the electricity load-shedding and we know that the people are under a lot of stress right now.  

Here are a few pics from Facebook.  



 LIVINGSTONE
ZESCO

Last week Head Offi ce Lusaka, ZESCO, came to visit Livingstone for a sensitization meeting.  I think about 50-80 of us 
attended to hear what they had to say about the current load-shedding.  

The session started off with a rather twee video of ZESCO responsibilities, fi nishing off with pictures of the Lake Kariba 
and Itezhi-Tezhi to show the current water levels.  This was followed by a power-point presentation which lasted at least 
30 minutes showing lots of fi gures and graphs.  It was clear that we had a serious problem but the audience, really, were 
not terribly interested in excuses.  So when it came time for questions, they concerned what was going to happen now.  

We were told that the present load-shedding would continue until the lake begins to fi ll again during the next rainy season.  
At the moment there is only 6 metres of water which can be used for power generation; if the water level goes below this 
6 metres, then Kariba power station will have to close down until the water rises.

Although Livingstone has its own power station at the Victoria Falls, this power is not only for use by us in Livingstone but 
is put into the national grid ... so that we can share!  

There are two new power stations on the way – Maamba Thermal and Itezhi-Tezhi hydro.  Both are scheduled to come on 
line in October/November.  The transmission lines from these two power stations are in progress and the contractors have 
been given extra money to rush through the work.  

There was little said about the new turbines at Kariba only that they are French made and fi tted by the Chinese 
contractor.  Although we do export power to DRC and Namibia, the amount we are now sending to those countries has 
been reduced to the minimum.  As the contracts are legally binding, the export cannot be discontinued.  We were also told 
that we would be importing power through the Southern African Power Pool when there is availability.  

There were glum faces throughout the room as the information sunk in.  How on earth did we get into this mess?  
Apparently, ZESCO relies on the Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) to allocate water to them for power generation at Kariba 
Dam, our main source of electricity.  And I am guessing that ZRA was sleeping until the situation became dire and 
suddenly they drastically reduced the amount of water available to ZESCO which resulted in our present load-shedding.  

I wondered about ZRA.  This authority is jointly run by the governments of Zambia and Zimbabwe.  There are 200 staff ... 
Their duties include:
Operate, monitor and maintain the Kariba Complex (“Kariba Complex means : the Kariba Dam and reservoir, all 
telemetering stations relating to the Kariba Dam, any other installations owned by the Authority”)

In the ‘old days’ there were metering stations all along the Zambezi River to monitor water levels.  One of their functions  
was to warn people downstream of pending fl oods but equally in our present situation they would have warned us of low 
water levels at Kariba Dam!  Had we reduced the water allocation earlier, we would not be in this situation.  

A comment at the meeting, was that there should be a more holistic approach to the management of Kariba.  We have 
ZESCO and Zambezi River Authority; we also have Zambezi Watercourse Commission which oversees the whole of the 
Zambezi River Basin.  All these government bodies need to work together.  Surely we are employing lots of people in 
these government departments that we can expect a professional approach and should not be in the position we are in 
now.  

Crime

I have been told by a few people that crime is on the increase with the power 
shedding.  The thieves know when there is no power at night in a certain 
area and they target those homes.  

I have recently put up an electric fence on top of my wall.  The only thing that 
has tried to come through this fence has been a chicken!  The fence set of 
the alarm which is a very loud siren, set off the dogs and the dogs killed the 
chicken.   

It was not expensive and required no Council approval.  
Contact Baron on 0979 794510.  



Business Directory

I have been asked during the past few months when I am likely to update the Business Directory.  Actually it is not on my 
list of ‘things to do’ at the moment but I hope to work on it at some point.  I know it is popular.  Falls Park Service Station 
still has some of the old ones if you need a copy.

In the meantime, here is an addition to your old copy of the directory:
Vet: Ernest Ndalama   0977/0955 776319  ernest.ndalama@yahoo.com

Our Elephants

Some years ago we used to see elephants all 
the time in and around Livingstone.  I know there 
have been cases of poaching on the outskirts 
and I wondered if our elephants had given up 
visiting us.  It was so heartening to see them 
back at the Waterfront the other day.  A herd 
of eight were entertaining the visitors and the 
guards were busy showing them off.  

Livingstone Show

An aerial view of the LIvingstone Show taken by Livingstone’s Adventure.



Kasanka Trust

Infuriating! Another brief patrol in the Kanyamanzi 

area, close to Wasa, revealed no less than 26 

snares in very limited area. Remnants of fi bers on 

many of the trees snares were attached to indicate 

that this area is particularly hard hit - successfully - 

by poachers crossing Kasanka’s southern boundary. 

Attitudes towards wildlife crimes need to change 

dramatically - and funding to combat it needs to 

increase dramatically - if we are are ever going to 

win the war!

Kafue Conservation Project

Today GRI - Kafue Conservation Project and ZAWA’s 
Special Anti-Poaching Unit completed a metal detection 
training course taught by Rabson Tembo CLZ Operations 
Manager.
GRI - Game Rangers International would like to express 
our gratitude to African Wildlife Foundation for providing 
us with the metal detector that will play an important role 
when investigating wildlife crime scenes. It will be enable 
Zambia Wildlife Authority-ZAWA’s Wildlife Police Offi cers 
to quickly pinpoint a bullet, which can be used not only 
as evidence in the court of law but also to help identify 
the weapon that was used as well as where it may have 
come from. The metal detector will be a big help to 
SAPU and should increase the number of convictions for 
poachers in Kafue National Park.

Chipembele Wildlife Trust

Over the past few weeks we have been taking students into 
the park on game drives in our Land Cruiser. For many, it is 
their fi rst time in the park, let alone to see some of the spec-
tacular wildlife found in the South Luangwa Valley. Our safari 
adventure is an amazing opportunity for them to appreciate 
the wildlife that they are working to conserve as well as for 
them to witness fi rsthand the adaptations we’ve been learn-
ing about all term. Upon leaving the park it is quite a privilege 
to hear the students’ songs of joy on the ride back into town!

Gill Comment: Chipembele is near South Luangwa.  Steve 
and Anna Tolan do stirling work with the children around the 
park, many of whom now want to become safari guides!

ZAMBIA



 

  

The School Club Zambia team is  

planning an epic journey through  

the Zambian bush! 

 

 

 

Only 1 week to go… 

 

In just a few days the team of eight walkers, plus donkey aides, will set off from Siansowa - 

passing through remote villages and following cattle trails along the banks of Lake Kariba and up 

the Zambezi escarpment to Victoria Falls. We hope to complete 250km in 12 days… 

 

There is a point to this little stroll of course, and that is to help educate and provide 

positive futures for vulnerable children in Zambia by; 

v Raising funds to implement a new school-run enterprise at Chisyabulungu 

Community School in Sinazongwe District. (The Carpentry Workshop will 

generate desperately needed income for the school, and provide vocational 

education opportunities in a remote area with few employment prospects.) 

v Creating wider awareness of the importance of community schools in Zambia, 

the challenges they face and the vital services they provide to vulnerable 

children. 

 

Support has been fantastic so far - thank you to everyone who has already donated and helped in 

so many other ways. 

 

We still have a little way to go with the fundraising to reach (and hopefully exceed) the $10,500 

target so please sponsor the team if you can: https://mydonate.bt.com/events/footstepsforfutures  

 

 

A Long Walk to School – Footsteps for Futures is proudly sponsored by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nanzhila Plains

Some bird pics from Nanzhila ... only a 4-5 hour drive from Livingstone!

The Wattled Crane.....a common resident of the Nanzhila area.

Another bird today, the Great White Pelican resting after a hard days fi shing up on the pools at Chilenje.

Zambia Carnivore Programme in Liuwa

In a reunion of former Mfuwe students, Henry Mwape (L), Dr. Kambwiri 
Banda (M) and Stanley Mwanza (R) conduct darting and collaring 
operations in Liuwa Plain as part of the collaborative long-term 
carnivore and predator-prey research in the system.

Game Rangers International

We have been noticing that the amount of wildlife being killed 
on the road in Kafue National Park is increasing at a worrying 
rate. So far this year we are aware of 73 animals who have 
died on the roads here, 10 of which are large predators. GRI 
- Game Rangers International is working with Zambia Wildlife 
Authority-ZAWA to fi nd a solution and we would appreciate 
your engagement, please comment below with your ideas and 
thoughts.
Please drive carefully through the park. Animals have right of 
way. 

Gill Comment:  The only way I have heard to protect wildlife from 
speeding vehicles is to fence along the road leaving corridors 
between the fenced area where the animals can cross the road.  
This section of the road should have major speed bumps to slow 
the traffi c down.  The animals will soon get used to the corridors 
and they will remain safe.  This was suggested to ZAWA on the 
road through the Mosi-oa-Tunya Park but it was  never done.  





Mana Pools Walking

The Zambezi Society is pleased to announce that as a result of its representations to the Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife 
Management Authority on behalf of the visiting Public, the Authority has reinstated “unguided” public walking in Mana 
Pools National Park, with immediate effect.    

Here is the statement received on 8th July 2015 from ZimParks:- 
“We would like to thank you and your team very much for efforts at engaging the Authority with regards to the above...
1.       The ban on unguided walks has been lifted with immediate effect.
2.       All walking activities will require permits as follows:-
a.       $10 per day for Zimbabweans
b.      $15 per day for foreigners;
3.       The option of hiring a ranger still remains at the gazetted price;
4.       All persons found walking without a permit will be fi ned $100;
Kindly note that this is with immediate effect.  This position will be reviewed at the end of the year in line with all other 
conditions.”

The Zambezi Society’s representations were backed by the results of its Public Survey on the “Ban on Public Walking in 
Mana”.   

The survey had a total of 121 responses - a highly representative sample of visitors to Mana Pools.  Of this sample:-
55% were from Zimbabwe and 45% were foreign visitors
15% said that unguided walking is bad
78% said that unguided walking is good
52% said they would  stop coming to Mana Pools, or would come less frequently as a result of the ban on unguided 
walking.   

The survey results showed an overwhelming call for the ban to be revisited, and a strong acceptance that an enforceable 
Code of Conduct be put in place.  

Prior to the ban, the Zambezi Society had worked with its constituency members, the Lower Zambezi Tour Operators 
Association (LZTOA) and the ZimParks Authority at Mana Pools station level to develop and agree on two Codes of 
Conduct - one for Mana Pools National Park and one for Chitake Spring.

The ZimParks Authority has agreed to these Codes of Conduct being implemented. It is putting in place strong measures 
to ensure that fi nes are strictly enforced for offenders and non-permit-holders.   
In the meantime, The Zambezi Society is 
reviewing its draft Codes of Conduct and will 
shortly make them available for download on 
our website.   

The Zambezi Society wishes to thank 
the ZimParks Authority for taking its 
representations seriously.  We urge visitors 
to Mana Pools to recognise the privilege that 
has been returned to them and to respect 
the guidelines provided by the agreed 
Codes of Conduct. While making a daily 
payment for the privilege of “unguided” 
walking adds an additional fi nancial burden 
to visitors, it is nonetheless arguable that this 
requirement should have been in place long 
ago, and might have served to prevent the 
unacceptable behaviour of a small minority of 
visitors in recent years.

ZIMBABWE



Cecil

This magnifi cent lion was shot last week in a safari area 
next to Hwange National Park.  His name was Cecil and he 
had been a favourite with many visitors to the park.  He was 
thought to be 15 years old and had spent his life in the park 
unafraid of people because they had never been a threat.  But 
then, for some reason, he strayed from the park into a hunting 
area.

Such a beast would never last long in a hunting area.  He is 
exactly what a hunter would love to see stuck onto his wall 
at home.  But to shoot a lion like Cecil is probably not much 
different to canned hunting; he was not afraid of people.  

The ethical questions on hunting will continue to rage for many 
years, I am sure.  That there are people in the world who love 
to kill such wonderful creatures is very sad.  But we have to 
accept that there are those people and they will pay big money 
for the privilege.  

My personal belief is that hunting for trophies is a thing of the 
past.  In Africa we should not be allowing our best wildlife to be 
annihilated by one person.  By shooting the best, we lose their 
genes which should be passed on to another generation.  This 
is the reason now that our elephants have small tusks.  All the biggest tuskers have been shot and their genes lost.  Now 
we will never see those big tuskers again.  Fortunately, according to the articles about Cecil, he has sired many offspring 
so his genes have been passed on.  

Matusadona AntiPoaching Project

This magnifi cent photo was taken by a visitor to the 
Matusadona National Park recently. The park has seen 
a massive reduction in poaching and game numbers 
have improved drastically. As part of this, some roads 
have been up-graded and improved with new roads 
having been opened up. In the next few weeks, heavy 
machinery will be arriving to again further improve 
and open even more new roads to enable patrols and 
access to game viewing. We would like to encourage 
visitors into the park as this all contributes to the 
anti-poaching effort and protection of the park. The 
Matusadona National Park is set to become one of the 
most popular parks to visit with great game viewing, 
fi shing and scenery. Please like and share to promote 
the Matusadona and get it back on the map which in turn 
promotes and assists us with protecting and preserving 
the wildlife.

Matusadona

The Zambezi Society has recently bought a TLB using funds 
donated to them by the Elephant Crisis Fund.  The TLB is to be 
used in Matusadona National Park to open up roads which have 
been impassable for many years.  The opening up of the roads will 
allow anti-poaching teams to operate better and will improve the 
tourist experience.  

Although the Zambezi Society has the TLB it does need funds to 
pay for operating the machine.  If you can help, contact the Zambezi 
Society -  they have a list of requirements.  



Bwabwata National Park

During the BNP wild dog survey we 
came across many large herds of sable 
antelope, some numbering almost 60 
individuals. Sable, along with roan and 
tsessebe have made a remarkable 
recovery in this protected area. This is 
likely due to the reintroduction of the 
species followed by an intensive fi re 
management programme by our Ministry 
of Environment.

Gill comment:  Notice the fi re 
management!  At least Namibia 
understands ...

NAMIBIA

Off road Driving

This behaviour is totally unacceptable 
in the fragile desert landscapes of 
Namibia....please if you are in these 
areas take the car number plates and 
report it to the following 3 groups....ISAP 
(Intelligence Support Anti Poaching), 
Game Rangers Association Namibia 
or to the Namibian Desert Action 
Group...will post links to these groups 
in comments. They can then report the 
number plates to MET and NamPol and 
fi nes can be issued...at least we hope 
fi nes can be issued . Tracks imbed on 
the fragile gravel plains and remain 
visible for 100’s of years. Huge effort 
is made to rake the tracks over but the 
damage is still done. People you are 
out there enjoying unique and stunning 
nature it is not necessary to do wheelies 
and abuse the fragile environment.......

Pumping Legs for Water

Every year the Wildlife & Environment Zimbabwe organises a cycle challenge 
through parts of Hwange National Park in order to raise funds for the provision 
of water for the wildlife.  I was told that over 100 participants joined the rally this 
year.  

Team Warthog arriving day 2 ... Well done everyone!



From Africa Geographic

A towering elephant sculpture made entirely from ivory tusks will now greet arrivals at Gaborone’s international airport, 
in Botswana––a poignant symbol of the country’s 
commitment to protecting wild elephants.

The 2.5-ton sculpture, constructed from the tusks of 
animals that died of natural causes, was unveiled today 
by the president of Botswana, Ian Khama, at Sir Seretse 
Khama International Airport.

Speaking at the unveiling, the president said the sculpture 
was intended “to raise our collective consciousness about 
the plight confronting the African elephant.”

The most recent estimate of elephant numbers in Africa, 
from 2007, is between 472,000 and 600,000. Around a 
third of them are within the borders of Botswana.

Poaching rates of elephants have surged during the past 
three years, fueled by rising demand for illegal ivory in 
Asia, mostly China. A 2014 study revealed that between 
2010 and 2012, up to 100,000 elephants were slaughtered for their ivory.

The placement of the elephant sculpture at Botswana’s capital city airport is symbolic, as it represents the international 
dimension of the illegal ivory trade, president Khama said.
“Much of the ivory that leaves the borders of African elephant range states fi nds its way out in the cargo holds of aircraft 
and the baggage of passengers.” ...

BOTSWANA

African Culinary Cup

The Namibian Chefs Association is hosting the African Culinary Cup in October in Windhoek and would like to make 
contact with our counterparts in Zambia, to invite young chefs to participate in this contest.



Have a good two weeks

Gill
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