
Dear All

My header is of some trees after being massacred by, I assume, ZESCO.  I can see some new poles going up, so 
ZESCO has probably employed casuals with a few axes to chop the trees.  
I was alerted to this by a very irate Livingstonian who wondered when we would learn about the value of our environment.  

The plea is twofold.  Firstly, can we have a proper strategy for the placing of new poles.  Yes, we want development but 
we also want to save our environment.  Secondly, can we have professional tree surgeons in charge of any bunch of 
casuals tasked with cutting our trees.   

Livingstone Airport

US$5million has been allocated for the completion of Livingstone Airport.  To be completed are a banking hall, upper 
fl oor VIP and business lounges, upper fl oor restaurant and viewing terrace. Other features will include a holding lounge, 
elevators, curtain walling, duty free and retail shops as well as a water feature outside the front of the building, electronic 
advertising spaces, fl ight information displays, CCTV and access control, modern central air-conditioning equipment, fi re 
alarm system,  security agency offi ces, smoking lounges, four entry gates and two exit gates.  

The original building (1952 vintage) will also be updated later and be used as a VIP lounge and domestic services.  

 LIVINGSTONE



Speed Limits

I had a bit of a complaint from a Livingstonian who asked me what the speed limit was in town.  He told me that if you 
come in from different directions you are told a variety of different speed limits – 65, 50 and even 40 kph.  I had also been 
asked some time ago what the speed limit is on the main roads.  I had always thought that it was 120 kph, but all the new 
signs are showing 100 kph.  When I looked up the Act on the internet I found that our speed limits are 50 kph in town and 
100 kph on main roads.  I don’t know when these limits happened and having recently travelled to Lusaka I know that 
many of our drivers bomb along at over 140 kph.  

More Tar Roads

From an article in the Daily Mail, government 
is to tar more roads, this time in the 
northwest.  
The roads are: Solwezi-Kipushi, Kasempa-
Kaoma, Kasempa-Mumbwa, Manyinga-Jimbe 
and Kasempa-Kalulushi.  (I have marked 
them on the map in red; the green bit is Kafue 
NP).

The roads, I assume are to promote 
development in the mining industry but 
the roads around Kafue National Park will 
promote tourism too.  

The Mumbwa road to the eastern section of 
Kafue NP is in a shocking state and I was 
almost in tears the last time I travelled the 
road.  I hear that it is now being graded but a 
tar road and a couple of bridges – one over 
the Kafue River and one over the Lungu River 
will also be welcome.  

This is the pontoon over the Lungu River.  The road was very steep down to 
the pontoon and  my vehicle nearly went off the end into the river.  I learned 
a very valuable lesson there - always drive onto similar pontoons in 4-wheel 
drive ...

This is the pontoon over the Kafue River.  The workers on the pontoon 
have to jump up and down on the ramp so that it lowers and thus allows the 
vehicles to get off.  

ZAMBIA



Lake Tanganyika Development Project

The specifi c objectives of the project are to: 
(i)  Achieve  sustainable  management  and  use  of  natural  resources  of  Zambia’s  Lake Tanganyika catchment area; 
(ii)  Improve livelihoods of Lake Basin communities through social infrastructure development and diversifi cation of 
economic activities, and; 
(iii)  Promote market linkage and value chain of natural resource products

In the news recently, government has approved a loan from the Africa Development Bank for US$22,487,000 to  be used 
on the Project.

DRAMATIC RING RECOVERY
BirdWatch Zambia

Details on the Recovered Ring - read as follows
(INFORM SAFRING - UNIVERSITY CAPE TOWN 9A 30449)

This steel Ring was found on unidentifi ed raptor that caught 
a large snake and fl ew with it.  While in fl ight, somehow 
the snake coiled on one wing of the bird and disrupting the 
birds fl ight.  As a result of this dramatic scenario both the 
bird and the snake fell to the ground while locked together.  
This unusual wrestling encounter that began in the air now 
continued on the ground.  The snake struggling to free itself 
from the tight grip of the Raptor while the Raptor on the other 
hand trying to free his entangled wing from the snakes body.  
The snake taking advantage of its length started pulling 
the Raptor along with it.  Unfortunately, the place where 
they landed from the air was on a dirty road in Simachila 
Village.  This dirty road is one of the most frequented local 
routes for most people in the area.  This means that all this 
was happening in full view of the so many local people that 
were present at the time.  When all locals concluded that 
this scenario was some form of Witchcraft or at least related 
(Wizards Fighting in disguised form), one resident came with 
a Shot Gun and killed both the snake and the bird.

This spectacle drew so much attention in the area being the 
fi rst time such an incident happened where a bird and snake 
would fi ght so strongly with none of the two being stronger 
than the other.  Had it not been for these two being shot at, 
the fi ght could have gone on for quiet a long time.  The two 
wrestlers now dead, were displayed on the roadside for would 
be onlookers to catch a glimpse.  They were left there until 
the following day when the villagers decided to burn them.  It 
was at this point when it was discovered that the bird had a 
Ring on one of its legs, among these villagers was a School 
Headmaster from Bbakasa Primary School in Mutolanganga Important Bird Area, one of the sites where Birdwatch 
Zambia operates.  This is the man who convinced the villagers to remove the Ring before burning it, he learned the 
importance of bird ringing and ring recoveries from the IBA School Education Program that Birdwatch Zambia runs in IBA 
Schools in Zambia.

At this information being availed to them, they chopped off the head of the Raptor, and the leg where the Ring was 
and gave them to the headmaster who reported the incident to me, I couldnt ID the bird from the chopped head and 
leg because they were poorly preserved and got rotten, however, I received the Ring which is at Birdwatch Zambia 
Offi ces, this incident happened in Mapanza area of Choma District in Zambia on the 22nd of August 2013, I tried to email 
SAFRING for ID and details but my emails kept bouncing, the Headmasters name is Edson Munsanje, his email address 
is edsonmunsanje@gmail.com, Iam still keeping the Ring at the offi ce, my email address is kelvinmkandawire@yahoo.
com, kindly assist with details of the birds ID, who ringed it, where it was ringed and when it was ringed, if there is need to 
send the ring I would be happy to post it, below are the photos of the ring.



Kaingu Lodge, Kafue 

This morning Pythias (waiter) came sprinting into the kitchen 
to breathlessly tell John and I ‘lions in camp’. We walked out 
to fi nd one female literally 30m from Julia and I’s house. She 
was getting a bit antsy, so with the adrenaline fl owing I didn’t 
realise my camera was on some super high ISO, so not the 
best.

Gill Comment:  Good enough, Gil ...

Game Rangers International

On Wednesday afternoon we helped a group of students at Mukambi 
Community School in Kafue National Park write letters and draw 
pictures for their new pen pals at Dottidoodles after school art club 
in Pembrokeshire UK. If you would like to have your school linked 
to one here in Kafue National Park please get in touch, email jeni@
gamerangersinternational.org or send us a message on Facebook.

Game Rangers International’s Zambia Primate Project

As part of Zambia Primate Project’s 
ongoing evolution a transit home will 
soon be developed in the outskirts of 
Kafue National Park.

This Vervet monkey, four months 
old, was found in captivity by scouts 
from Zambia Wildlife Authority-ZAWA 
in Petauke and staff from GRI - 
Game Rangers International Zambia 
Primate Project (ZPP). It was found 
malnourished and sick, but will now 
receive care and rehabilitation. It will 
be released back in the wild as a part 
of ZPP’s release programme.

Zambia Primate Project was established by and with on-going support of 
the Born Free Foundation. ZPP is one of Africa’s most established and 
successful primate release programmes. The mission is to rescue and 
rehabilitate injured, orphaned and illegally held vervet monkeys and yellow 
baboons for release back to the wild.



Game Rangers International

Yesterday was the worst day so far this year for road kill. In one day we 
recorded 9 deaths consisting of 4 Scrub Hares, 4 Lilac Crested Rollers 
and 1 Jackal.

GRI - Game Rangers International Kafue Conservation Project are work-
ing closely with Zambia Wildlife Authority-ZAWA to tackle the problem 
by raising awareness and will be targeting speeding drivers. Please be 
careful and watch your speed when driving through Kafue National Park.

Jeffery & McKeith Safaris

With the safari season in full swing we were treated to a once in a 
lifetime sighting on last evenings night time game drive. We feel that 
this could be a really unique fi nd for the Kafue National Park and for 
us at Jeffery & McKeith Safaris...

We rounded a bend in the road, the spotlight now stationary on 
a small red pair of eyes in some leaf litter, the guide lifted his 
binoculars as we all sat in silent suspense waiting for the verdict on 
what had been found.

The guide took an unusually long amount of time to decipher what 
he was seeing, he then asked us to help him identify what we were 
looking at, he quickly became very excited and asked fi rmly (but 
nicely!) for ‘someone, anyone, please take a photo!’. One of the 
guests in the vehicle, Gill, had her camera at the ready and snapped 
away at the dark spot which was beginning to show itself to us.

To our, and 
evidently 
the guide’s, 
astonishment it 
was a black genet! 
The guide explained that it is diffi cult enough to spot a ‘normal’ genet at 
night, let alone for it to be Melanistic (the scientifi c term for an excess of 
the black pigment Melanin), and what we were witnessing was a once in 
a lifetime sighting. ...

Nanzhila Plains

When it comes to Wild Dog I know of no better place to see them than 
the Kafue National Park. This pack of 10 was encountered last week 
whilst I was en-route to Lusaka.



World Rowing

In 2011, World Rowing and WWF, the World Wide Fund for Nature, began an alliance to use rowing to educate and raise 
awareness about freshwater. Now we have united to take action on the global freshwater issues that threaten our planet, 
and have identifi ed this lower basin of the Kafue River, in Zambia, as a place in which all these challenges are faced.

Motivated by the confl uence of water pressures and multiple problems on the Kafue Flats, we are creating an 
extraordinary multi-purpose facility on the Kafue for world-class water management research and the sport of rowing: The 
Kafue River & Rowing Centre.

Freshwater researchers from around the world will use the Centre to conduct research, study problems, fi nd solutions, 
and share their results; and Zambia will have a high quality Centre to develop the sport of rowing. Anyone on Earth can 
visit the Centre “virtually” and interact with the researchers there via the Centre’s website, the interactive component of 
the Centre’s programme. Research will be shared openly, thus benefi tting the world as a whole. The Centre in effect will 
become a delta, distributing the output and benefi ts of the project to the wider world and inspiring others to create change 
in their own communities. The global rowing community will be at the forefront of support for the Centre, and a group of 
high-profi le world-class rowers will be Opinion Formers to the wider world on how we all will benefi t.

This project is a unique opportunity for us to give back. World Rowing calls on all rowers, former and current, to ensure it 
can be built, fully-equipped and sustainably operated so that it can achieve its objectives for water research and rowing. 
Your support is critical.

We ask that rowers around the world make a donation towards this Centre. We want the whole world to know that rowers 
are serious in our commitment to Clean Water – not just for our own use, but for everyone’s benefi t.



Liuwa Villagers want compensation
From the Lusaka Times

Farmers living inside Liuwa National Park in Munde area are demanding a K24, 000 as compensation from African Parks 
for 116 sweet potato mounds that were destroyed by wild animals between the 2013/2014 farming season.  Speaking 
on behalf of other affected farmers, Nalwalo Simangolwa, who is also acting village headman, explained to ZANIS that 
Munde area had been hit by hunger not because of the poor rainfall pattern but as a result of animals that kept destroying 
their crop fi elds.  
Mr Simangolwa blamed African Parks, the company managing Liuwa National Park, for introducing new animals into the 
park hence the demand to ask for compensation from the company.  
He explained that villagers lived in harmony with animals that were in the park before the introduction of elands and 
buffalos.
“The people living in Munde are really suffering from hunger every year because of these animals which were brought by 
African Parks. When we asked them whether they can fi nd ways in which to control their animals, their response was that 
it was not their responsibility to control these animals but it is us the owners of the fi elds,” Mr Simangolwa stated.

Mr Simangolwa wondered as to who was more important between animals and humans, adding that they would never 
leave the park for the animals.  The traditional leader has since appealed to government and The Barotse Royal 
Establishment (BRE) to assist the people of Munde to alleviate the hunger situation that had been caused by wild 
animals.

And Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) 
Liuwa National Park Ranger, Safely Mulala, 
said there was no policy on compensation 
when animals destroy crops.  Mr Mulala 
said the ZAWA Act No. 12 was silent on 
compensation and only gave powers to 
kill an animal when it became a danger to 
society.

He advised the farmers in Munde area to 
fence their fi elds to prevent animals from 
grazing their crops.

Gill Comment: There are several villages 
inside Liuwa Plain National Park.  This is 
a bit of an anachronism in today’s world; 
a legacy from times well-past.  Why these 
villages have been allowed to stay in the 
park, I have no idea.  Parks belong to 
wildlife.  
African Parks have re-introduced buffalo 
and eland to compensate for the buffalo 
and eland that used to live in the park in 
the past.  There used to be thousands of 
them.  Now, I think there are around 60 
eland which were re-introduced in 2008; 16 
buffalo were re-introduced in 2011.  When 
we visited in 2014, none of our group saw 
any eland or buffalo ...
Surely it is time for the Barotse Royal 
Establishment to consider the role of 
villages in the park and fi nd the people 
alternative sites for their villages.  Not only 
is the human population increasing, but 
under the custodianship of African Parks, 
the wildlife population is also increasing.  
Surely the continued human habitation is 
now too dangerous for them to stay.  



Hwange Sanyati Bodiversity Corridor (HSBC)

This project covers an area of northwest of Zimbabwe.   
The aim is to address livelihoods, land degradation, 
climate change and biodiversity.  It is being supported 
fi nancially through the Global Environment Facility.  

According to recent news US$6.4 million has been 
allocated to the Zimbabwe government for the project.  

The shaded bit on the map is the area covered by 
HSBC.

Malilangwe Trust

On Sunday, we said goodbye to three more black 
rhinos at Buffalo Range Airport on their way to 
Botswana. We can tell you that the animals have 
arrived safely and are all doing well.

Thank you to all who were at the airport to bid the 
rhinos farewell. A special thanks to the amazing 
men and women who made it all happen!

ZIMBABWE

More National Parks
From Zambia Weekly

Government will establish at least two new national parks in 2016 in areas with “enough resources to accommodate game 
reserves” and close to other tourism sites such as Musonda Falls in Luapula Province, Tourism and Arts Minister Jean 
Kapata has stated. More national parks will follow “in phases” after 2016. ...



REDD

From their website:
Reducing emissions from 
deforestation and forest 
degradation (REDD) is a 
mechanism that has been 
under negotiation by the United 
Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
since 2005, with the objective 
of mitigating climate change 
through reducing net emissions 
of greenhouse gases through 
enhanced forest management in 
developing countries.

In the east of Zimbabwe there 
are vast forests which were 
planted to supply timber for 
industry.  They have largely 
been neglected over the past 
years.  Some foresters, though, 
have been introduced to the 
REDD scheme in the hopes of 
earning an income.  But this 
does not seem to be working.  

In an article in Newsday:
Local conservationist and forester Gift Hare 
(56) from Nyatondo village — on the foothills 
of Mount Nyangani in the eastern Highlands 
— is considering giving up managing forests.  
He says he has been waiting for ages for 
promised returns by private sector players 
and non-governmental organisations from 
protecting forests and woodlands.

Another farmer, Moses Mutale from 
Nyaminyami in Kariba, said: “Redd+ 
implementers need to be transparent in the 
signing of contracts with communities and 
assist them with responsive community-
driven alternative livelihood projects, and 
save the remaining forests and woodlands.”  
...

Gill Comment:  I emailed someone 
involved in the REDD scheme in UK some 
time ago.  It seems that the bureaucracy 
involved in the signing up to the scheme 
is almost impossible for us in Africa and 
his recommendation was that African 
governments should come up with their 
own countrywide scheme which required 
African industries to compensate for their 
pollution into the air by paying towards forest 
regeneration.  
Also, I have always wondered what happens 
to our Carbon Tax for vehicles (both in 
Zambia and Zimbabwe).  I was told that 
this money goes into the bottomless pit of 
the Ministry of Finance and I am wondering 
if this money is actually used for offsetting 
carbon emissions from our vehicles. ...



Poisoned wildlife

Yet ANOTHER poisoning event here in Botswana - this 
time in Chobe Enclave. This could have easily gone 
undiscovered if it were not for local NGO - Wildlife ACT 
who are very active in the area and fi rst discovered the 
hyena carcass. After backtracking the hyena spoor 40 dead 
vultures were discovered spanning 3 different species, 2 of 
which are endangered and 1 vulnerable (IUCN). Photos and 
report provided by Robyn Hartley & Chiswaniso Kakambi

NAMIBIA

BOTSWANA

Don’t Poach in Botwana ...
From New Era

Zambezi Regional Governor Lawrence Sampofu has implored Namibians involved in nocturnal cross-frontier poaching 
of buffalo, elephants and a variety of other game - apparently for the pot - in Botswana to refrain from this high-risk illicit 
activity.  Sampofu warned Zambezi residents to refrain from illegally hunting game in Botswana where seemingly trigger-
happy members of the Botswana Defence Force (BDF) shoot to kill all Namibians they fi nd loitering in their game-rich 
parks. ...

No Grazing of Cattle in Etosha
Namibian Economist

The Minister of Environment and Tourism Hon. Pohamba Shifeta this week called on farmers in close proximity to the 
Etosha National Park to discontinue grazing in the park, warning farmers that his ministry has the authority to kill domestic 
animals found in protected areas.

The minister made the remarks to discourage farmers from allowing their livestock to graze with wildlife, citing it as a con-
trol measure in the fi ght against foot and mouth disease.
He said, “In view of the current outbreak of foot and mouth disease it is very important that livestock does not graze in the 
Etosha National Park with wildlife. This control measure is also important for wildlife management and tourism.”
Nature Conservation Ordinance, 01975 (4 of 1975) makes provision for game rangers to kill animals trespassing in Na-
mibia’s game parks and nature reserves with the consent of the Minister. Pleaded Shifeta, “It is not the wish of the Minis-
try of Environment and Tourism to kill livestock and therefore I would like to urge all farmers and communities to ensure 
that no livestock is allowed to graze in the Etosha National Park.”

City to fi ne residents for not saving water
The Namibian

IN A move to force residents to save water, the City of Windhoek said it will penalise households using more than 50 cubic 
meters per month.
This was announced yesterday by City of Windhoek’s manager for corporate communications and customer care Joshua 
Amukugo.
Amukugo could not say how much those found guilty would be charged, saying the charges are still to be published in the 
Government Gazette before the City can adopt them.

Amukugo said the City has been grappling with a water shortage since 2013, when they announced that there is insuf-
fi cient fl ow into the NamWater surface reservoirs, which are serving the central area from where Windhoek is supplied. 
Truddy Beukes, section engineer for bulk water and waste water division, said more than 3 000 households fall in the 
category of using more than 50 cubic meters per month. ...



FORESTS UNDER ATTACK!

Informante

ONE of the biggest scandals and neglect of duty by environmental, health and forestry offi cials has been uncovered un-
der the thick cloud of smoke permanently covering thousands of hectares of the Namibian landscape in the pristine Ugab 
ravine and the Vingerklip landmarks in the Otjiwarongo, Khorixas and Outjo triangle.

In an astonishing turn of events an Informanté investigation 
was stonewalled, with offi cials revealing that they received 
an order from the Minister of Environmental Affairs, Poham-
ba Shifeta, banning any response into the ongoing illegal 
operations, with the knowledge of senior offi cials of the 
forestry directorate.
It can now be revealed that the operation spun out of control 
a year ago when the initial 50 licensed charcoal producers 
in the area increased uncontrollably to nearly 600 who oper-
ate under the most deplorable conditions and health threats. 
The uncontrollable charcoal industry is not only causing pol-
lution in the area, but has become a cover for poaching in 
the Etosha Conservancy and the possibility exists that some 
of the poaching in the area could be linked to the uncon-
trolled camps and movement of charcoal producers.

Rare and old trees such as Tamboti but mainly Mopani trees 
in the area are being decimated in con-
travention of Forestry Act of 2012.  ...

Meanwhile from The Namibian

UNCONTROLLED cutting down of trees 
in the Uukwaluudhi traditional district of 
Omusati region is threatening to destroy 
a protected forest, according to king 
Josia Shikongo Taapopi.
He pinpointed his followers as well as 
people from neighbouring traditional 
authority districts such as Ombalantu, 
Ongandjera, Uukwambi, Uukolonkadhi 
as the culprits.

Taapopi told The Namibian that despite 
several warnings from him and his tra-
ditional council people continue cutting 
trees in the protected forest, apparently 
to construct their traditional homesteads 
and even sell them to other people.

He has now reported the illegal activi-
ties to the police in the Omusati region. 
...



Brown Hyena Research Project

We successfully fi tted Obelixa, KC Sowande and our 
new capture Lilinoe with Iridium satellite collars. We also 
captured Wallace, who got a new GPS collar, and Balu. 
We saw Alaika at the bait and triggered a remote data 
download - her collar from last year is still working. A great 
success, which would not have been possible without the 
help of our volunteers and sponsors. Thanks very much to 
Kirk Suedmeyer, Inga Jaenecke and Claire Fukumoto.

Gill Comment: The brown hyena is found in Namibia, 
Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique and South Africa.  It is 
one of three species of African hyena, the others being the 
spotted hyena and the striped hyena.  In Zambia, and the 
most common, is the spotted hyena.  

             Brown hyena                                                Spotted hyena                                          Striped hyena

EAST AFRICA NEWS FROM WOLFGANG THOME
UGANDA JOINS RWANDA AND KENYA IN LIFTING WORK PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

Good news came in over the weekend that Uganda has fi nally signed on to the lifting of work permit requirements
for citizens of neighbours Rwanda and Kenya, which had between them already gone ahead in 2013 to abolish these
requirements and implement the East African Community’s protocol on the freedom of movement of labour. The
deal was signed on occasion of the recent summit held in Kampala of the three countries now best described as the
Coalition of the Willing among the East African Community’s fi ve member states.
Increasingly over the past years have qualifi ed staff from East Africa been recruited into managerial positions and a
number of professionals like accountants, lawyers and doctors too have benefi tted from the mutual recognition of
qualifi cations, allowing them to practice their vocation in any of the three states, subject to registration with the
respective professional bodies.
The move is expected to help the three countries in recruiting competent skilled labour, which in the past was often
sourced from international markets, but the cost advantage in Uganda will be a major one for employers who have to
pay up to 2.500 US Dollars in annual work permit fees for citizens from third countries. ...

KENYA’S TOURISM SECTOR REELING FROM LATEST DOWNTURN IN ARRIVALS

The latest data for the fi rst fi ve months of 2015, released yesterday by the Kenya Tourism Board, make grim reading
and confi rm the narratives told to this correspondent during repeated visits to the Kenya coast since early this year.
Tourist arrivals fell by another staggering 25 percent, down from the already much lower arrivals in 2014 and 2013,
compounding the challenges faced in particular by Kenya’s coastal tourism and hospitality businesses.
Only 284.313 tourist arrivals were recorded between January and May this year, compared to 381.278 a year ago. In
particular did the UK market show a downturn of 35 percent compared to 2014, attributed to crippling anti travel
advisories issued by the British Foreign and Commonwealth Offi ce. Business from the United States, generally
perceived as of greater fi nancial value since American visitors mainly visit the game parks compared to British
visitors who seem to have largely frequented the coast resorts, is down by 22 percent, pushing revenue receipts
down even further. ...



Have a good two weeks

Gill

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K7.45

P9.87

Nam$12.20

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

12°C  24°C

Two smiles this time because I failed to fi nd one for the last issue ...

A SMILE


