
Dear All

A grey-headed Bush-Shrike visited my garden the other day.  He is often around and I love to have him here because he 
eats snails.  The rainy season is a bad time for snails and they eat my plants.  I don’t like snails.  

Street Vendors Cleared

Livingstone City Council with the police have once again cleared the main streets of vendors.  The vendors had gradually 
crept back to their old haunts along the main corridor, blocking the alleyways and generally being a hindrance to 
legitimate trade.  We have to remember that all the shop-owners along the main thoroughfare pay licences, taxes, rates 
or rent.  Street vendors rarely pay anything.  
Well done, Council.  Keep it up.  

LIVINGSTONE

UNESCO in Livingstone

Last week Peter Debrine from UNESCO was 
attending a workshop in Livingstone on sustainable 
tourism.  
Peter Debrine: How we approach sustainable 
tourism in world heritage sites destination is 
very important. Tourism needs to be managed 
sustainably for local communities to realise the 
benefi ts and conserve world heritage sites.
Just as we pay attention to the conservation needs 
of the sites, we also need to bear in mind that local 
people should benefi t from the site.

There was no mention in the article about Peter 
Debrine’s thoughts on the proposed dam in Batoka 
Gorge which will affect the World Heritage Site but 
maybe we can take this as an oblique message to 
the would-be developers of the dam.  



Mukambi Safari Lodge

One of the star attractions at Mukambi Safari Lodge 
near the Hook Bridge and Kafue National Park is Basil, 
the hippo.  Basil often visits the lodge and sleeps on 
the veranda with one eye and ear open watching and 
listening to the chatter of the diners. 
Last week, though, the normally placid Basil took to the 
water.  From management of Mukambi:
Our guests were treated to an action packed morning as 

Basil defended his Mukambi territory!

ZAMBIA
Yellow Fever Inoculation no longer required for South Africa

Over the past few years anyone travelling from Zambia to South Africa was required to be inoculated against Yellow 
Fever.  The World Health Organisation had stated that there was a slight risk of people catching yellow fever while in 
Zambia.  I think this was in the north of Zambia on the Tanzanian border, but I am not sure.  The result of this was that 
South Africa introduced the requirement for anyone travelling to their country from Zambia had to have the inoculation and 
carry a Yellow Fever Certifi cate.  It did a lot of damage to Zambia’s tourist industry, especially in Livingstone.  
The other week, the World Health Organisation declared Zambia Yellow Fever free and the South African government has 
followed with the dropping of the requirement for the inoculation.  

Great news ...

Trees and Fungus

There will be tree and fungus courses held in Choma between 21-28 March.  Each course lasts 2 days.  Meg Coates 
Palgrave will be teaching participants on trees, Cathy Sharp on fungus.  

I went on a tree course run by Meg several years ago.  It was lots of fun and I learned so much.  Defi nitely recommended.  

To fi nd out more, contact Ailsa on chengafarm@gmail.com
 



Camp Phoenix

Elephant Orphanage in Kafue National Park

What an awesome few weeks we have had on the Kafue Research Project!
Firstly the oldest female orphan and ‘matriarch’ Chamilandu 
decided that she no longer needed to sleep in the outer boma 
with the other orphans every night, and since the beginning of the 
year has been joining Chodoba on some of his nightly adventures 
in the woodlands around camp. This has taken us all by surprise 
as she has a strong attachment to one of the younger orphans, 
Rufunsa, and they have previously been inseparable. But we will 
come back to ‘Chama’ in a minute....

Last Tuesday night we went to bed nice and dry, only to be woken 
up at 3:30am by our scout on the radio saying ‘I think we have 
a little water problem’. Theo, Manager of the Release Facility, 
went outside his tent to be greeted by about half a metre of water 
running through the offi ce block! So the next few hours were spent trying to get everything in our offi ces up high enough 
to keep things dry; sadly it was too late for some books and paper work.
As the sun came up we could then see the full extent of the fl ooding, which was much worse that it had ever been 
previously. The 8 orphaned elephants were stuck in the outer boma due to fl oodwaters blocking the exit gate, so the 
fence had to be cut and the ele’s had to be walked through camp in the fl oodwaters to get to dry ground - an incredible 
sight! A temporary electric fence has been built to house them at night on higher ground, until the water subsides in the 
outer boma.

While all this was going on we had forgotten about Chodoba & Chama. Once we could restore communications we 
checked their location from Chodoba’s satellite collar and found that they had moved 12kms away from camp and were 
enjoying a waterfront interlude at Lake Itezhi Tezhi! But because of the fl ooding we could not get a team to get a visual on 
them for 2 days. Finally after a nervous 48hr period and countless downloads of Chodoba’s position, the pair were sighted 
safe “n” sound eating grass on the lake foreshore. Their return to the Release Facility is now blocked by fl oodwaters 
until the river level subsides, so we’ll be keeping a close eye on these two explorers until then. This is another milestone 
for Chodoba who has never explored more than 3 km away from the Release Facility. The combined effects of being 
emboldened by having his long-time friend Chamilandu by his side and being forced away by fl oodwaters has taken them 
on a great adventure!

South Luangwa Conservation Society

We are very sad that our working dog Steve had to be euthanized.
Here is some background from Working Dogs for Conservation on Steve, who 
was an amazing dog and now a pioneer of wildlife detection dog programs in 
Zambia. Steve was surrendered to a vet clinic in Montana when his owner was 
sick as a very young dog. We collected this highly energetic dog and trained 
him to search for ivory, which he loved. We took him and Ruger, another 
rescue from Montana, to Mfuwe, Zambia to work with the South Luangwa 
Conservation Society’s anti-poaching scouts. We worked there the year before 
with two of our dogs, Pepin and Wicket, searching for snares with these 
scouts, and knew this program would be a great life for these dogs, having a 
huge conservation impact searching for illegal ivory, rhino, bushmeat and fi rearms in the region. Steve and his handler, 
Godfrey worked together beautifully. Steve helped Godfrey become a very accomplished handler quickly, and Godfrey 
was able to bring out the best in Steve to where they searched vehicles, villages, camps and the bush and helped take 
several illegal fi rearms out of circulation, a huge part of keeping wildlife, especially elephants, safe in Zambia. Steve was 
bitten by the wrong tsetse fl y and because of his love of work and play, showed no symptoms of Trypanosomiasis, or 
African sleeping sickness for weeks. He was fl own to Lusaka, where he received the best veterinary care possible, as 
well as the love and attention from his handlers and keepers. We have learned so much from Steve and his indomitable 
spirit and have new protocols in place to ensure this does not happen again. While we are heartbroken to have lost Steve, 
he was incredibly happy in his life and career in Zambia and we appreciate all he taught us to make sure future working 
dogs survive. Please help remember Steve and his work to save wildlife in Zambia.
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Kariba Animal Welfare

 

Please be careful on the roads in and around Kariba. The Girls are 
really on the move again.
 
STICK TO THE SPEED LIMITS - 60kms in and around Kariba. 

If you come around a corner too fast you are going to have a nasty 
fright and very possibly an accident when you fi nd the Eles, Buffalo 

etc.on the road.
When you 
stop......Pull 
off the road as 
much as you 
can to avoid 
the next driver 
coming around the corner and hitting into the back of you!
 
Please can all involved with LARGE TRUCKS & BUSES including 
LOCAL businesses etc with STAFF BUSES advise their drivers to 
SLOW DOWN and not rev their engines or hoot, just wait and let 
ALL wildlife pass at their OWN SPEED - have some respect. 

KAZA “UNIVISA” – WORKING WELL FOR VICTORIA FALLS, BUT THERE ARE GLITCHES ELSEWHERE 

From Wild Zambezi
 
First feedback from visitors to the Victoria Falls area indicates that the newly-introduced KAZA UNIVISA (which was 
launched in November last year and allows entry to both Zimbabwe and Zambia for a single visa payment of US$50) is 
working well – PROVIDED that your travel focus is the Victoria Falls/Livingstone/Kazungula area.

Visitors from 40 eligible countries are able to obtain the new 30-day KAZA Visas at Harare, Victoria Falls, Lusaka and 
Livingstone airports, the Victoria Falls road border (Zimbabwe/Zambia) and the Kazungula road border (Zimbabwe/
Zambia/Botswana).  

However, visitors who want to cross between Zimbabwe and Zambia but who are not entering or exiting in the Victoria 
Falls/Kazungula area are having challenges.  
It seems that the immigration authorities at the Kariba and Chirundu road borders are not operating the new visa system.  
This means that visitors who have already obtained a KAZA-Visa are being inconvenienced in having to pay extra for 
another visa if they wish to cross the border at these points.  

Similarly, road visitors entering Zimbabwe at Beitbridge, Plumtree or other Zimbabwean border crossings (other than at 
Victoria Falls) and wanting to travel onwards from Zimbabwe into Zambia, are not able to purchase a KAZA Univisa at 
these entry points.  They are forced to buy a visa for each country as per the previous system.  

WildZambezi.com has highlighted this problem to the relevant authorities and via the KAZA Visa website.  We have told 
them that “It is not helpful to visitors when they are promised  “one-visa-for-both-countries”, but are faced with having to 
purchase yet another one at extra cost because the system has not considered travel from the KAZA area into and out of 
other borderposts linking Zimbabwe with Zambia.”

This operational challenge has been acknowledged and the Zimbabwe tourism authorities have been asked to respond 
as a matter of urgency.   We await the outcome.

ZIMBABWE



Friends of Hwange

These are pics from the Wild Dog-Croc-Hippo 
attack on a Kudu that we experienced at 
Nyamandhlovu Platform on 31st Dec 2014 — with 
Madelaine Herrmannsen Goetsch.

Air Zimbabwe

In November a ‘levy’ was introduced for everyone fl ying Air Zimbabwe at the airport.  It costs an extra US$15 each way, 
thereby adding US$30 on a return fl ight.    

VAT on Accommodation 

From Nehandra Radio

Zimbabwe’s hard pressed government has started effecting the disputed 15 percent value added tax (VAT) on foreign 
tourists despite attempts by tour operators to block the levy.

Hospitality industry players argue that the tax — levied on foreign tourists’ accommodation — could make Zimbabwe a 
more expensive tourism destination, dampening efforts to revive the depressed sector.

Last week, government gazetted the Statutory Instrument that enables it to charge the tax.

However, other tourism services such as restaurants, bars and leisure activities will remain zero-rated. ...



Namibia Environmental and Wildlife Society

Wow. Wow. Wow. Namibia’s desert lions and their specacular 
home, the Arid Eden. Yesterday bone dry, today a torrent... Only for 
the best, only in Namibia.

NAMIBIA

Elephant Sands

Elephant Sands Lodge is about 40 km north of Nata.  It is a favourite stop for many of us travelling the road and is well 
known for its elephant visitors.  This is from the management:

How 3 months can make a difference.
It feels like an eternity but the rains fi nally arrived 
a few weeks ago. The last few months of 2014 
shook the whole team at Elephants Sands 
drastically as the Elephants showed that they will 
go to endless limits to get to water. Various factors 
can contribute to the devastating damage this 
remarkable giant has made but at the end of the 
day, the pressure is off from their constant need 
for water due to some very welcomed rains.
As hard as the whole team; from our backline 
staff, maintenance and front line staff the ellies 
continued to demand more water. Finally the team 
can recover and continue with the recovery and 
damage control of geysers, thatch roofs, broken 
pipes, broken ablutions and the list can continue. 
We are doing our upmost best to prepare 
ourselves for the next dry period and hope that by 
digging the pipelines deeper, securing the geysers 

and providing more water will just about do it. 
We apologize for any guests that stayed with us 
during October, November and December months 
of 2014 that found our place in a state. We hope 
to improve our lodge and look forward to your 
return in 2015.
Many thanks
Elephant Sands

BOTSWANA



Former Malaysian Prime Minister Speaks Out Against Sarawak’s Mega-dams 

From World Wire

Malaysia’s former Prime Minister, Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, has suggested that the Sarawak state government should 
rethink its controversial dam-building initiative. Mahathir has today delivered a keynote speech to hundreds of investors at 
the International Energy Week, a power conference currently taking place in Kuching. 

Mahathir’s clear words against mega-dams followed a request by SAVE Rivers, a community-based network fi ghting 
Sarawak’s dams, to oppose mega-dams and become a pioneer in the promotion of small-scale energy solutions and rural 
electrifi cation. In their letter to Mahathir, SAVE Rivers quoted a recent study by Oxford University which found large dams 
to be uneconomical following an analysis of a representative sample of 245 large hydropower dams. 

At the conference, Mahathir stated that he shared the Sarawak natives’ concerns about the negative impacts of mega-
dams on the environment and the people. He said that new technologies are available that minimise these impacts and 
that the Sarawak government should consider them. ...

OTHER STUFF

VISITORS ARE WARNED NOT TO BRING OR FLY THEIR DRONES IN KENYA
An Austrian tourist got nabbed recently at the Amboseli National Park, when he was fl ying a drone, aka UAV, ostensibly to 
take pictures from an elevated location to include in his holiday picture and video album.
Little did he know however that the use of such contraptions is prohibited in Kenya and instead of continuing with his 
safari was an unscheduled trip to court in the border town of Loitokitok made mandatory, after he was arrested by security 
personnel in the park. ...

RWANDAIR CONFIRMS LAUNCH OF LUSAKA FLIGHTS
Rwanda’s national airline has just confi rmed that come 29th of March they will launch their 17th destination, Lusaka, the 
capital city of Zambia.
The airline will fl y three times a week from Kigali to Lusaka, traffi c days still to be confi rmed, in conjunction with their 
fl ights between Kigali and Johannesburg.

AFRICAN HERITAGE HOUSE WINS BATTLE WITH THE RAILWAY
Alan Donovan and his supporters will no doubt be sleeping better after the latest Kenya Gazette of 23rd of January – the 
gazette is the government’s offi cial notifi cation organ which makes laws and public service announcements ‘legal’ – 
published a notice declaring the African Heritage House a national monument.
Long seen as one of Kenya’s foremost modern day architectural treasures, home to the arguably widest private collection 
of African art and treasures, was the house for 
long under threat of demolition to make way for 
the new standard gauge railway.
Efforts to scare and intimidate Alan Donovan went 
as far as some purported Chinese construction 
company workers (China Road and Bridges), in 
the presence of uniformed Kenyan policemen, 
tried to bully Alan at his own front door. The dual 
outcome of that attempt was that Alan had to be 
hospitalized to be treated for hypertension and 
dangerously high blood pressure while on the 
upside it helped to galvanize support to preserve 
his life’s work. ...

WOLFGANG’S COLUMN



Have a good two weeks

Gill

EXCHANGE RATES
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Seen along Botswana Road in Dambwa

Someone lost a pair of shoes ... they are 
hanging from the electricity wire ...

From a reader in South Africa:

Your pic of the takkies hanging over the 

phone/electricity wires is something we see 

often down here.  Urban myth has it that 

it is a sign to would-be drug users/buyers 

that drugs are available nearby. Can’t say 

I’ve tested it though.

THE SMILE

Lovely rain over the past 2 weeks ...


