
Dear All

Here are crowned and wattled cranes at a pool in Liuwa Plain National Park.  The park is famous for its wildebeest 
migration, second only to the migration in Serengeti.  Liuwa Plain is the park on which the wildebeest arrive to have their 
young and to feed on the grassy plains.  At the same time, hundreds of birds arrive on the plain.  More of the story later ...

LIVINGSTONE
Minibus Station

In an interview, Francis Ndilila, of Ndilila Associates and Architects, stated that there are plans to put up a minibus station 
next to the bus station.  The minibuses will service the suburbs around Livingstone.  He stated that there is a plan to build 
a hotel on the same site to accommodate people who arrive late in the evening.  He also stated that another K29 million 
was needed to complete the bus station.  

Gill comment: Minibuses are a hazard on the roads.  They are not safe.  What we need is proper 20-seater buses like the 
ones the tour operators use.  And the buses should go on designated routes at scheduled times.  Buses will be cheaper 
and therefore will reduce the number of taxis on the roads.  I know the taxi drivers won’t like it but I know that Livingstone 
residents will be happy to have cheaper transport and to see fewer taxis on the roads and parking throughout the town. 

Another issue is that the bus station has been built on one of our green spaces, next to Villa Grounds; it is called 
Centenary Park.  I have always known this as a piece of wasteland.  Does anyone know its story and why it was called 
Centenary Park?  

More and more of Livingstone is being chewed up by concrete development.  I fi nd this very sad.  All towns need room to 
breathe and it is the green spaces which do this.   

I have seen some work on other green spaces around town - watering, putting children’s playgrounds and seating.  It is 
lovely to see.  Surely, though, the Council and residents can do so much more to bring the ‘country’ back into Livingstone.  
We used to be known as a Garden City.  

I have noticed that the birdlife in town is increasing marginally.  We don’t just have crows perched on the microwave and 
telephone towers; I have seen starlings, doves, shrikes, ...  

If Livingstone wants to be truly the Capital of Tourism it needs concrete development like bus stations but it also needs to 
be beautiful and be a Garden City again.  



Liuwa Plain National Park

I have just returned from a trip to Liuwa Plain National 
Park.  We had 4 nights in the park, giving us 3 days to drive 
around and enjoy the sights.  

This was my third trip to Liuwa and although it is a long way, 
taking 2 days, it is well worth it.  

This bit of my story will be a trip report on getting to Liuwa 
from Livingstone.  I will tell you about the park next issue.  

The fi rst part of our journey was to Sesheke.  The road 
as far as Kazungula is fi ne – just been resurfaced.  From 
Kazungula to Sesheke it is a bit iffy – some good, some bad 
and some bits being resurfaced.  The 200 km (Livingstone-
Sesheke) took us 2½ hours.  We refueled at Sesheke.

At Sesheke the road goes over the Zambezi River bridge 
and then turns north-west towards Senanga.  This road was 
done a few years ago and it is magnifi cent.  After 120 km 
we were at Ngonye Falls.  

On the way we found some new signs for elephants.  We 
also saw some of Elephant Sandy’s shiny silver strips 
hanging on a fence, so I assume the elephants are on the 
way back through Sioma Ngwezi National Park.  But we 
didn’t see any.  

As a note, when you are almost at Ngonye Falls, there 
is a sign directing vehicles right for Senanga.  If you go 
along this road it ends; it ends at the bridge which is being 
constructed over the Zambezi River.  This is scheduled for 
completion in 2016.  

ZAMBIA



The campsite at Ngonye is fairly basic and a bit cramped.  
Our four vehicles cluttered up the place and we squeezed 
the tents into odd spots.  The toilet and shower are 
adequate; they can do better.  I know that this is a 
community campsite but it doesn’t have to be built in the 
manner of a village.  It was because of this that, on the way 
back, we did not stay there.  We stayed at Kabula Lodge 
which has an excellent campsite with HOT water … 

In the morning we did a tour of Ngonye Falls.  The water is 
low at this time of year so the falls drop quite a long way.  
Very pretty.  

From Ngonye we were told that there is a new pontoon over 
the river at Sikuka.  It was 2 km north from Ngonye.  Here 
we crossed the river (Pontoon cost: K56).  And arrived on a 
brand new road … wow … what a surprise.  

This road took us to Senanga; we bombed along.  (70 
km).  From Senanga it was another 100 km of good road 
to Mongu.  Here we refueled, did a quick shop at Shoprite, 
then headed down the hill to the Barotse Floodplain.  



The fl oodplain is having a new causeway constructed.  I 
mentioned in a previous newsletter that there are 25 
bridges being constructed across it.  I had in my mind that 
they would be merely culverts but they were not.  They are 
proper bridges.  I was totally gob-smacked at the thought 
of the cost of this road.  As far as I am aware, the project is 
being totally funded by the Zambian Government.  Will it be 
fi nished?  There are still lots of bridges to be done …  

Western Province has been a forgotten region of Zambia 
since Independence, so maybe this is pay-back time.  I do, 
though, wonder how this project got approved when we 
have been waiting for one bridge over the Zambezi River at Kazungula for many years …  

Anyhow, getting back to my trip report …  The temporary road by the side of the new causeway was fi ne and we did the 
35 km quickly.  There was even a temporary bridge over the Zambezi River so there was no need to cross by pontoon. 

After another 35 km of a tarred road we arrived at Kalabo and the ZAWA Offi ce.  Here we waited for a long time as the 
offi cers blundered through the paperwork.  I had pre-booked the camp with African Parks many months ago and paid a 
deposit.  Fortunately proof of this was with Charity in the offi ce.  But then we had to go through their red tape.  We were a 
group of 12 people in 4 cars.  I didn’t get involved with the discussions about who was Zambian and who was not.  I was 
told, though, that the offi cers wanted to see IDs; they didn’t see mine.    

Finally, all the paperwork was complete and money handed over.  For my 4 nights in the park it had cost me around 
K1,000.  Zambians are cheaper – around K800 each.  

The ZAWA offi ce is right next to the Luanginga River which is crossed 
by pontoon (K40 per vehicle).  It is a small pontoon and can only take 
one or two vehicles at a time.  The pontoon is hauled over the river by 
the attendants pulling on a rope.  

Finally, over the pontoon, we hit deep sand and the holiday had begun.  



Batoka Dam

According to an article in the Daily Mail, the Minister of Mines, Energy and Water Development, Christopher Yaluma, said 
that the Batoka Gorge Dam will start next year after the EIA.  
Christopher Yaluma: Construction works are expected to commence mid next year because we have done environmental 
and other studies, we are just fi nalising some technical issues that came up during the course of carrying out feasibility 
studies.

In an email to one of the whitewater rafting companies, however, Black Crystal, the company involved in the ESIA, stated:
The environmental and social impact assessment (ESIA) is still pending.
As per the statutory requirements in both Zambia and Zimbabwe, the proposed Batoka Gorge project can only commence 
IF environmental authorization is granted for the project by both the Zambian and Zimbabwean regulatory authorities.  A 
decision can only be made by them once they have reviewed the ESIA, which is due to be submitted in March 2015.

IF authorisation is granted, construction may start in late 2015.

However the fi rst construction phase (2015 - 2017) will concentrate on the construction of the access roads and the 
fi rst permanent camp and will not affect river based activities.  The second phase, which is proposed from 2017 - 2024 
will involve the construction of the dam and therefore, is unfortunately, likely to impact upon white water rafting on the 
Zambezi River.

UNIVISA

There has been much talk about the Zim-Zam Univisa over the past months.  In an article this week it stated that the 
Univisa will be in place this week. The cost of the visa will be US$50 and will, I think, mean that visitors can go in and out 
of Zambia and Zimbabwe as much as they like for one month.  I hope that is the correct reading.  

It will be available to nationals of 40 countries; the article did not state which ones.  

In the article it stated: The univisa was mooted by Sadc Heads of State in 1998 and signifi cant progress has been taken 
to date. ...
Shock-Horror that it has taken 16 years to get this far …

The article also states that it is hoped that Angola, Namibia and Botswana will join the Univisa.  It would probably be a 
good idea to have Angola included; a visa for me to go to Angola would cost around US$64.  But Namibia and Botswana 
do not need to join the Univisa system because they do not charge major tourist nations any visa fee.  

In Zambia, we compete with Chobe, Etosha, Moremi and the Namib Desert, all of which are major tourist destinations.  
The visa is a ‘put-off’ to many visitors.  If a visa fee was not in place and visitors came in for free, the government would 
receive income in terms of VAT (and other money too).  

With VAT at 16%, a visitor only needs to spend K2,000 in Zambia to make up this US$50 in a visa.  I know from my 
correspondents that many more people would visit Zambia if the visa was not in place.  Not only is it a fi nancial issue, but 
it is also the time it takes to cross the border and the large pieces of sticky paper which get planted on a whole page of a 
passport.

Fastjet to cover Zambia

From the Zambia Weekly

The no-frills airline Fastjet of Tanzania has been granted an Air Service Permit in Zambia.

It denied rumours that its approval had been fast-tracked by government, explaining that it had complied with all 
regulations and procedures. The company is now completing the application process for an Air Operating Certifi cate, 
which would allow it to service both domestic and international destinations within and from Zambia. Fastjet entered 
Zambia in January 2014 on the Dar es Salaam-Lusaka route.



Lukusuzi National Park

In response to a question in Parliament, Lawrence Evans, Deputy Minister of Tourism, stated that government has no 
intention of de-gazetting part of Lukusuzi National Park in order to resettle people.  Another member of Parliament had 
asked if this would be the case for the growing population in the area.  

Lawrence Evans: Government, through the Ministry of Tourism and Arts, has no plans to de-gazette Lukusuzu National 
Park or any other national park for the purpose of settling people.  De-gazetting of national parks can only be undertaken 
only if the objective why the park was created is no longer valued.

Lukusuzi National Park is part of 
the Transfrontier Conservation 
Area between Zambia and 
Malawi.  The Conservation Area is 
being organised by Peace Parks 
Foundation.  It is similar to our 
KAZA, but smaller.  It will need the 
same logistics of two governments 
working together for the common 
good of their wildlife and its 
tourism potential.  

Some weeks ago, government 
de-gazetted parts of Nsumbu 
and Mweru Wantipa National 
Parks because villagers had 
moved in and it seemed to be the 
only option.  As the population 
grows the de-gazetting of parks 
will become more of an issue.  
Our parks in Zambia are not 
generating enough income to 
support themselves and have 
therefore become a drain on the 
economy.

What do we do?  

I personally feel that all our parks 
should become public-private 
partnerships. Governments all 
over the world, not just Zambia, 
are notoriously bureaucratic and 
cannot manage such vast tracks 
of land.  The political issues 
are enormous when the people who live nearby are poor.  Their population is growing.  Having just passed our 50th 
Anniversary, we should look at what has happened to our population.  1964: 3.6 million.  2014: 15 million.

We know that Peace Parks is helping Transfrontier Parks - KAZA, Lower Zambezi-Mana Pools, Liuwa-Mussuma, Malawi-
Zambia; African Parks is working in Liuwa too.  Kasanka is run by the Kasanka Trust.  
All these organisations are Trusts/Charities and bring in much-needed donations from well-wishers all over the world to 
help protect our park environment and the wildlife which depends upon it.  They are also run more on a business line than 
government can possibly manage.  

People worldwide are concerned about Africa’s wildlife and its decline.  They are willing to give money to help, but they 
will not give to African governments.  Why?  We all know that a lot of money given to governments is spent on meetings, 
workshops and site visits.  When money is given to Trusts/Charities it goes on development and protection.  There is a 
vast difference!

Anyway, getting back to Lawrence Evans statement that parks will remain parks, I think we should applaud the statement.  
Let’s hope that ZAWA fi nds a way forward for our parks, especially the less-visited ones.  

Map from Peace Parks



South Luangwa Conservation Society
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Elephant Calf caught in ZESCO wire

Hopefully this is nearing the end of the peak snaring season, 
another young calf immobilized with a horrible Zesco cable 
used. Any ideas on how to make Zesco realize this and do 
something about it are welcome.

Kasanka National Park

WOW.... bats in peak numbers. Some 10 million!



Conservation Lake Tanganyika

Camera Trap in Nsumbu National Park

Spotted Hyena - while their presence has been known for 
some time, this is the fi rst photographic evidence in many 
years.

Lusaka needs more land for cemeteries

According to a report in the news, Lusaka is running out of 
land for cemeteries and is having to look outside the District 
for land.  

Outside of Africa, cremation is common practice now.  
According to the article, though, Zambians feel that it is 
against Christian principles.  I think it has just become 
normal practice to bury and humans resist change ...

Here, though, is a great way to ‘dispose’ of your loved-ones’ 
remains.  Yes, cremate, but then use the ashes to grow a 
tree ...  A fabulous idea ...

From the article by Bios Urn:
We tend to think that there are only 3 main options for what 
we can do with our bodies once we die.  We can either 
have it buried in a coffi n, cremated, or donated to science.  There is another option that is available now which completely 
shatters the traditions of our society and replaces them with a much more practical (and even spiritual) alternative.
Bios Urn is a funerary urn made   from biodegradable materials (such as coconut shell and cellulose) that will turn you into 
a tree after you die.  Inside the urn there is a pine seed, which can be replaced by any other seed or plant, and will grow 
to remember your loved one.  Instead of being buried in just another coffi n in the ground, we can become part of a forest 
and give back to our environment. ...

That’s for me.  I am going to have my ashes planted with a baobab seed and look over Livingstone for generations to 
come ...

Fruit Fly

Zambia Weekly

The Asian fruit fl y (Bactrocera invadens) poses a threat to horticulture in Zambia. The fl y infests vegetables and fruits, 

threatening small-scale farmers’ livelihoods and food security. If eaten, produce containing fruit fl y larvae may cause 

stomach distress or illness. The fl y has so far been found in Northwestern, Western, Southern and Lusaka Provinces as 

well as in isolated pockets near border towns. The Food and Agriculture Organisation is looking to develop a regional 

action plan for management and control of the fruit fl y in SADC, the organisation’s country representative, George Okech, 

told a workshop on the fl y. The fl y is present in Botswana, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Zimbabwe and Zambia.



Victoria Falls Theme Park

Walter Mzembi, Minister of Tourism, was on the Beeb the other day.  He got quite a grilling from Steven Sackur who 
suggested that he was living in an alternative parallel universe; Steven Sackur compared the Zimbabwe government to 
the ordinary people of Zimbabwe, 80% of whom are unemployed and often unable to fi nd a good meal.

However it seems that the government’s plans to build a Disney-style theme park next to the Victoria Falls Airport are 
going ahead.  In an article in The Independent, Walter Mzembi stated that the Zimbabwe government will form a company 
to hold all the assets of the new theme park on 300 hectares of land.  The company is to be called the Mosi-oa-Tunya 
Development Company.  

The fact that the name Mosi-oa-Tunya is a name given to the Victoria Falls by the Kololo people, a people who colonised 
western Zambia and parts of Botswana and Namibia, does not seem to matter.  I suppose a name is just a name.  
In the interview with Steven Sackur, Walter Mzembi said the government is looking for investors to ‘tango’ with them in the 
construction of the Theme Park.    

Also in the article:
Mzembi also said he has submitted proposals to the Ministry of Finance and other stakeholders for the creation of three 
special tourism zones or corridors.

“The fi rst one I envisage will span from Gwai into Hwange, Victoria Falls, Lower Zambezi, Binga into Kariba as a corridor 
whilst the second one that we envisage will be in Masvingo, commencing from Mutirikwi through Tokwe Murkosi, South 
East Lowveld and spanning through the conservancies into Beitbridge.”

He said the third one will be in the Eastern highlands.

ZIMBABWE

Insecticide mosquito-net fi shing a very harmful practice.
From Matusadona Anti-Poaching Project (MAPP)

Four woman arrested yesterday afternoon cannot imagine how serious their actions could affect the Kariba shoreline.

The attitude that fi sh will always be there needs to 
change, many people depend on fi sh from Kariba and the 
importance of our fi sheries cannot be over estimated. 

A local Nyamunga resident explained how they used to 
catch plenty of fi sh from the shoreline "now we have to go 
very far away to catch fi sh, there is a difference now and the 
way the fi sh used to be, the catches are also a lot smaller, 
netting using twine nets at night and illegal means to catch 
fi sh are destroying fi sh populations"



NAMIBIA
Poachers kill two rhinos in Etosha

From the Namibian

At least two more black rhinos have been killed by poachers 

in the Etosha National Park this month, bringing the total 

number of confi rmed rhino poaching cases in Namibia’s 
premier wildlife park to three.
This was confi rmed by MET spokesperson Romeo 
Muyunda.

November has seen Namibia’s rhino-poaching cases shoot 
by fi ve, following the recent discovery of three rhinos killed 
by poachers in the north-west of Namibia, plus the most 
recent two in Etosha. 

The total number of rhino poaching cases in the country this 
year now stands at 20 - leaving no doubt that the country is 
at war with poaching syndicates. 

The fi rst confi rmed rhino-poaching incident in a Namibian 
national park was reported in late October, when a black 
rhino carcass, with its horns hacked off, was discovered 
in the western part of Etosha. That animal had been killed 
about two to three days before the discovery was made. 

The most recent two cases were discovered on the 
12th and the 16th of November, according to Ministry of 
Environment and Tourism (MET) offi cials. ...

Masai
From the UK Guardian

Tanzania has been accused of reneging on its promise to 
40,000 Masai pastoralists by going ahead with plans to evict 
them and turn their ancestral land into a reserve for the 
royal family of Dubai to hunt big game.

Activists celebrated last year when the government said it 
had backed down over a proposed 1,500 sq km “wildlife 
corridor” bordering the Serengeti national park that would 
serve a commercial hunting and safari company based in 
the United Arab Emirates.

Now the deal appears to be back on and the Masai have 
been ordered to quit their traditional lands by the end of the 
year. Masai representatives will meet the prime minister, 
Mizengo Pinda, in Dodoma on Tuesday to express their anger. They insist the sale of the land would rob them of their 
heritage and directly or indirectly affect the livelihoods of 80,000 people. The area is crucial for grazing livestock on which 
the nomadic Masai depend. ...

TANZANIA



KENYAN MARITIME AUTHORITIES DETAIN CCCC VESSEL SUSPECTED IN REEF DESTRUCTION

Information received from sources in Mombasa appears to confi rm that the dredger, reported to have illegally taken 

out sand from the award winning Diani beaches last week, has been detained in port by maritime authorities for further 

investigations. Under pressure by the public, especially after a whirlwind social media campaign, has the Kenya Port 

Authority, which initially denied any knowledge of the vessels’ existence and activities, also admitted that the ship was 

known and had been under their contract.

The admission and confi rmation that KPA had purportedly given the ship permission to ‘test’ might also end the ports 

authority in court as environmentalists have already vowed to ‘sue the daylight out of them’.

The China Communications Construction Company, incidentally blacklisted by the World Bank over a range or similar and 

other allegations up to January 2017, is up to the neck involved in constructing the new Lamu port and the new Standard 

Gauge Railway and the shenanigans of the crew last week, which on several occasions extracted sand from the seabed 

and according to Diani based diving sources cause damage to the reef, is thought to cause acute embarrassment to both 

the Kenyan and the Chinese governments.

The ship and owners, now under investigation by Kenyan maritime authorities, have prompted local conservation NGO’s 

to also checking if they can be part of a legal case in the public interest to highlight the irresponsible practices of a 

company which, through the construction contracts it holds, could cause further irreparable damage to many of Kenya’s 

marine and land biodiversity hotspots.

KPA in a brief statement further confi rmed that the dredger has been in Kenyan waters for some three years and 

allegations are now surfacing again that it was this ship which was responsible for reef destruction near Shelly Beach 

when berth 19 was constructed and sand was, again allegedly, illegally extracted.

Environmental offi cials appear to appreciate the evidence handed to them by south coast sources, including aerial 

pictures taken, showing the dredger in position, loading sand from the seabed and causing the water to cloud which 

reportedly killed many fi sh in the immediate vicinity.

‘If they try to buy their way out of this, they will see us in court with private prosecution. This is a debacle of the highest 

order even for the Kenyan government because they contracted a company which the World Bank has black listed for 

many years to come. It raises a lot of questions how such a company will respect our environmental protection laws and 

what oversight will be needed to prevent similar incidents. The coast line is so

long and when that ship is sent to Lamu they can suck out sand anywhere, who is there to control it. I can only thank 

all those who helped to expose it and we hope that the crew will be prosecuted and when found guilty jailed and fi ned 

and the vessel confi scated. Only a few weeks ago did President Kenyatta order a drug smuggling ship to be blown up. 

How about also ordering this environmental crime ship to be treated the same way. We are watching’ added a regular 

conservation source from Kenya as progressively, over the past few days, added information was dug up on the vessels’ 

past movements and handed to the relevant authorities. Hotel and other tourism associations have in this case worked 

hand in hand with hotel owners and business operators along the Diani beaches and a mechanism is now in place to 

report any future such incidents immediately and raise the proper alarms.

POISONING OF SEVEN GRUMETI LIONS A HEAVY BLOW TO CONSERVATION

A pastoralist is now on the most wanted list by police and security organs in and around the Ikona Wildlife Management 

Area, which adjoins the main Serengeti National Park, after poisoning 7 lions in retaliation to losing one of his cattle.

The dead lions were found in close vicinity to each other after eating poisoned meat and according to one source was a 

bottle containing a suspect liquid found nearby.

The seven according to information received are part of a larger pride of lions which previously numbered up to 16, 

dealing a heavy blow to conservation efforts as lion numbers have progressively reduced over the past years, in part as a 

result of poisoning incidents.

Reactions were swift and furious with government sources and wildlife managers unequivocally condemning the act and 

vowing to bring the culprit to book while the conservation fraternity at large lamented the loss of such a large number of 

lions in just once incident.

Said the Arusha based source who passed the information: ‘This is really unforgivable. If someone loses cattle to lions, 

more often than not it is sheer negligence on the owners part. Either it is the absence of herders or the lack of proper 

enclosures at night. In some instances the cattle are also illegally driven into game areas where they should not be and 

from what I have been told, this has happened here. Still the owner could have sought compensation but the idiot goes 

ahead and poisons seven lions out of 16. These lions are the core attraction for tourists visiting the game area. This will 

give us such bad publicity besides the poaching of elephant we now have lions killed too just as WTM starts in London. 

I am telling you, this is not what Tanzania stands for. The culprit must be found, taken to court and given a very long 

deterrent sentence, but that also will not bring the lions back. We are already struggling this year with totally unjustifi ed 

Ebola fears, imagine, there is no way you come to Tanzania for safari and you come even near that thing, but such bad 

news will make the round and tourism may suffer more. Government and TANAPA have to do more to educate people 

that lions alive will be worth much more than some cattle lost. Cattle can be paid for, lions cannot’ venting his clear anger 

and frustration over the incident. …

WOLFGANG’S COLUMN



‘STOP LYING’ CONSERVATIONISTS TELL TANZANIAN GOVERNMENT MOUTHPIECES

Regular conservation sources from Tanzania and the wider region minced no words when Tanzanian offi cials, clearly 

stung by the tsunami of public disgust coming their way after the revelations of the Environmental Investigation Agency 

entered the public domain a few days ago, attempted to deny the allegations made in the report.

‘They are playing the same old cassette and it is not new. There was a time when the same people denied there even 

was a problem with poaching, until the opposition in parliament exposed the lies and the game counts last year put 

concrete fi gures on the table. You just have to ask yourself what happened to Kagesheki’s list of 300 names and why 

no prosecutions have been instituted. No sooner had he handed the list to his boss was he out of the job. Kikwete will 

go down in history as the president in charge of the country at a time when nearly two thirds of Tanzania’s elephants 

were butchered. And believe me, in a country which is run with the methods they use against the opposition and against 

journalists, they were defi nitely aware of what was going on. Only such public lashings like when the Daily Mail exposed 

those schemes and fearing a political disaster ahead of the Wildlife Crimes conference in London did they reluctantly 

admit that there was a huge problem with poaching. Until that moment they even still tried for permission from CITES 

to sell a hundred tons of blood ivory. That government has lost its credibility and as far as conservation is concerned its 

legitimacy. They should stop lying to the world because those lies will come back to haunt them’ let a regular source from 

Arusha fl y, understandably on condition of anonymity.

‘There were too many scandals, the export of life animals to Qatar just one of them. And of course not a word about the 

attempt by a Chinese man to sneak a lot of ivory into port when the Chinese navy was visiting. I fi nd the entire charade of 

denials disgusting’ contributed another source, before adding ‘And by the way the opposition in parliament has concluded 

the same that the statements made are a smokescreen and that instead of throwing mud at the investigators the 

government should investigate the allegations. But of course that is not happening or otherwise would the infamous list of 

300 have caused prosecutions. Believe what you want but I chose to believe the EIA report because our government has 

no credibility in these matters left’.

Given other problems with projects riding roughshod over environmental concerns, like the proposed Serengeti Highway, 

the planned soda ash plant in the Lake Natron mudfl ats, the only breeding ground for the East African fl amingos, the 

Uranium mining in the Selous, plans to build a dam and hydroelectric power plant at Stieglers’ Gorge, also in the Selous 

and plans for a deep sea port in the very centre of the Coelacanth marine park near Tanga, among others, has the 

Tanzanian government much to answer for.

‘Let’s not fool ourselves about the negative impact of such projects. Conservationists are not anti-development, but they 

want development in areas where it can be sustained and with the least impact on our environment. This government has 

a tendency to brush aside such considerations and is prepared to ignore environmental concerns and consequences for 

short lived profi t. That is not acceptable in this day and age and no amount of trying will greenwash any of these projects. 

Their impacts are known and if for instance that highway would ever go ahead, the international conservation groups will 

not hesitate and decampaign our country. And for the Stieglers’ Gorge project they are dealing with a company found 

guilty of corruption back home in Brazil, what does that tell you? Tourism is very important for our economy and we should 

not risk it so casually’ wrote another source.

Fact is that the report by the Environmental Investigation Agency has stirred the hornets’ nest big time and will pit those 

who believe the report’s integrity against those who will try to deny the substance of it and the allegations made. Watch 

the relevant media in coming days and weeks how this will play out and who will ultimately be right and wrong in this 

latest battle to save Africa’s elephants and kill the blood ivory trade.

FROM IUCN
The Green List

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is the organisation which produces the bird and animal 
lists which are in danger - The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species:.  It does lots of other work too and has recently 
introduced a new concept – The Green List.  

From IUCN:
Protected areas are a key to our biodiversity future and provide hope for a Protected Planet. Well-managed protected 
areas not only conserve nature, but provide a wealth of essential ecosystem services that benefi t communities and 
provide solutions to global challenges such as water provision, food security, human health and welfare, disaster risk 
reduction and climate change. 
 
The IUCN Green List of protected areas is a new global initiative that celebrates the success of effective protected areas, 
and encourages the sharing of that success so that other protected areas can also reach high standards. More effective 
protected areas lead to greater benefi ts for humans and nature.

Of the 23 sites chosen worldwide at a meeting this month, there are only 2 in Africa:
Kenya Lewa Wildlife Conservancy
Kenya Ol Pejeta Conservancy

Let’s hope that we can get some of our parks on the Green List too.

OTHER STUFF



The Wildlife at my Home
Matta Barfuss

Check out this book for school children:
http://www.cheetahman.com/conservation/wildlife-education/index.html

Lots of good ideas.

Wildlife Crime
African Wildlife Foundation (AWF)

Nearly 15 percent of Africa’s poached elephants are in, or close to, confl ict zones, according to a recent UN Environment 
Programme and Interpol report. Terrorists and other non-state actors are responsible for 90 percent of the poaching. 
These armed groups receive up to US $12.3 million annually from the illegal ivory trade alone, with additional profi ts 
coming from the exploitation of other natural resources, such as charcoal. During a wildlife summit held in Tanzania earlier 
this month, AWF CEO Patrick Bergin urged countries to prosecute these crimes to the fullest extent of the law. “When 
people start receiving punitive sentences and going to jail, the traffi ckers will realize the weather has shifted,” Bergin said.

At a regional summit focused on combating wildlife crime, African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) CEO Patrick Bergin called 
for the political will to prosecute wildlife crime at all levels of society, from the poacher to the corrupt government offi cial.
“Many good things are being done to fi ght the illegal wildlife trade, but the sun still shines on the traffi ckers. Virtually no 
one anywhere is being indicted, prosecuted, convicted and sentenced,” said Bergin at the two-day summit, which began 
today. “In the 1980s, Africa went from having 1.3 million elephants to 600,000. Will the population have to be halved again 
for us to have the political will to prosecute these crimes?”

Bergin added: “Governments and stakeholders have held many big meetings, and there has been plenty of agreement on 
the need to halt this horrifi c trade—but cases are still not being prosecuted enough in Africa, the United States, Europe or 
Asia. When people start receiving punitive sentences and going to jail, the traffi ckers will realize the weather has shifted.”

Bergin emphasized that no community or country should protect those involved in the illegal ivory trade. “Elephants need 
safe havens, not poachers or wildlife traffi ckers,” he said. “Wildlife criminals need to be prosecuted regardless of what 
party they belong to, who they are related to, whether they are citizens of a powerful nation or whether they are rich and 
prominent local business people.”  

The fi rst day of the summit kicked off under a dark cloud after a London-based NGO released a report accusing 
Tanzanian and Chinese offi cials at nearly every level of government of colluding in the illegal ivory trade and directly 
contributing to the decimation of Tanzania’s elephants. In the report, “Vanishing Point: Criminality, Corruption and the 
Devastation of Tanzania’s Elephants,” the Environmental Invesitgation Agency cites instances of Tanzanian offi cials, 
Chinese diplomats and criminal syndicates working together to ferry illegal ivory from Tanzania to China via diplomatic 
bags and planes.

“My fi rst reaction to this report is a sense of outrage,” said Bergin. “It is one thing for Chinese criminals to steal from 
Tanzania. It is another thing for those elected to be stewards and guardians of Tanzania’s heritage to betray the trust of 
the Tanzanian people.”

Tanzania is home to Africa’s second-largest population of elephants, but is also ground zero for the illegal ivory trade in 
Africa. The country has recorded drastic declines in its elephant population in recent years. In the Selous Game Reserve, 
elephant numbers have declined by 66 percent between 2009 and 2013, and an estimated 11,000 elephants are killed 
each year as a result of the illegal ivory trade.

“If these allegations are true, it’s an insult to all the hard-working rangers, community scouts and conservationists in 
Tanzania who are often putting themselves in harm’s way to protect the country’s elephants and other wildlife,” said 
Bergin.

Bergin recommended to summit attendees that African nations put wildlife crime on the agenda of the next Forum on 
China–Africa Cooperation (FOCAC). He also urged African nations present to urge China to host the next big wildlife 
traffi cking conference.



A bit of colour 

The rainy season has started but we haven’t had much rain.  The 
garden does look a bit better; the agapanthus and day lilies have 
come into fl ower.  The grass does look as if it is trying to make a 
comeback.  

To be honest, I don’t want to look at the garden until the rain starts 
properly, but it seems to be weeks away - the ITZ is still over 
central Africa.  Anyhow, I am enjoying the few fl owers which are 
trying to give me a bit of colour.

Date Event Place

Saturday, 29 November Fireworks Acacia School, Livingstone

CALENDAR

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K6.33

P9.19

Nam$10.99

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

25°C  At least 38°C

THE SMILE

Have a good two weeks

Gill

GARDEN 

Black and White Wildebeest

As you know my capablities with a 
camera are very limited and I take 
‘happy snappies’.  On the trip to Liuwa 
I somehow managed to change a 
setting on my camera and found after 
a day’s happy snapping I had taken 
them all in black and white ...  

So here is my offering of a wildebeest 
from that day ... some people have 
said that it could be termed ‘arty’.  

Personally, I think he would have 
looked better in colour ...

It is hot and it is humid.  Rain 
disapppeared.  My internet forecast 
site is telling me that the max 
temperature is 35°C but I have been 
in my offi ce with the window open 
and been sitting in temperatures of 
over 36°C.  I need to fi nd another 
website, I think ...


