
Dear All

I didn’t have elephants for this week’s header, so it is a butterfl y from my garden.  I looked it up in a book and think it is a 
scarlet acraea.  

LIVINGSTONEBaobab Ridge Campsite

One little-known campsite in Livingstone is at Baobab Ridge – UAC land, just below the helipad.  The construction has 
been thoughtfully done with each campsite having its own toilet and kitchen block; a barbeque stand is just outside for 
ease in lighting the fi re for cooking.  

The site is next to a large pit which I assume had been a quarry.  It has been fi lled with water and is home to a couple of 
small crocodile.  The plan, I was told, is to put fi sh in there.  

The land on which the site is found is fairly typical of our rocky hillsides around Livingstone.  The trees are deciduous, 
lacking leaves at this time of year, so it seems a bit desolate.  That, though, is part of its charm.  While I walked round the 
birds were chatting and the dry leaves rustled in the breeze.  However, there is one thing you can say that is not quite so 
charming, is our Livingstone sun which is getting hotter by the day as we go into September … October still to come …  It 
is hot at the UAC campsite and is something that they are looking into.  

Having said that, I would quite happily camp there – it is safe, the birdlife is chirping in the trees and around the 
waterhole, and elephants wander by the fence.  I think they should put a waterhole outside the fence to encourage the 
wildlife to visit …



Prana Camp

Prana Camp was lovingly built by Bev and Andy some years 
ago.  Now that they have decided to return to UK because of their 
daughter’s education, the camp is being leased to Thorn Tree 
Safaris, owners Claire and Sean.  

When I went to visit, the camp seemed awash with children running 
round and round diving onto a waterslide.  They were having so 
much fun.  Meanwhile parents kept a wary eye on them as the bigger 
ones seemed to get a bit overzealous in their antics.  

The camp has 9 tents on decks in the main area.  There are two 
tents on decks in a secluded spot too for overlanders who don’t want 
to be surrounded by people.  

Claire’s favourite spot, though, is Prana House.  The House can 
sleep 11 people – a very large family or a couple of smaller ones.  It 
has its own pool, internet, TV, kitchen – a complete house beautifully 
designed, full of colour and an eclectic mix of artefacts. 

The lodge is 
for visitors to 
Livingstone 
but there is 
also facility for 
private parties 
– birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries – for Livingstonians. 

The other good news is that they have constructed a new access road 
via the Mukuni road.  Much better …

To have a look for yourself:  www.pranazambia.com

David Livingstone Safari Lodge – New Conference Facility

The new conference facility at David Livingstone Safari Lodge is almost 
complete.  Complete enough for them to have already had conferences 
there.  However, there is still a bit of work to do.  

There is actually not a lot one can say about conference facilities because 
they are generally just large boxy rooms with fl ip charts.  

However, the David Livingstone Safari Lodge has tried to give it some 

character.  Apart from the large boxy bit there is an outside, covered patio 

onto which delegates can spill out.  Also outside is a bar; a kitchen next 

door can provide the food.  The entrance is quite dramatic in the same style 

as the lodge, itself.  Fortunately too they used Belinda Jones, the Interior 

Designer, to decorate the facility, so it has those special touches.  

The facility is next to the fence of the David Livingstone Safari Lodge which 

is inside the Mosi-oa-Tunya National Park.  Outside the fence a waterhole 

has been dug.  It is quite close so I can imagine when the elephants come 

for a drink the viewing will be spectacular, if a bit scary.  

What is not fi nished yet is an 

outside auditorium.  This will be 

ideal for performances and shows 

for private groups.  

The facts are that the facility can accommodate 280 delegates in cinema-style, 

138 in banquet-style.  The outside patio can take another 160 people. 



Sunrise at the Falls

I found this photograph on the internet.  Isn’t it excellent?

It was taken by David Kiene

Charcoal

Charcoal is in short supply.  I am told that government is clamping down on all the charcoal burners and sellers.  Good for 
them.  

I have a feeling, though, that this is going to mean a lot more cutting of trees for wood.  The people have to cook 
somehow and all our townies will be going out and cutting the trees in town.  In fact I noticed a teak tree which had been 
cut along Airport Road only this week.  

Ebola

Following the outbreak of Ebola in DRC, Botswana is not allowing trucks from DRC to pass through the border at 
Kazungula.  The trucks are stuck.  According to one report from last week, 80 trucks are backed up.

This Ebola outbreak in DRC has occurred in the north of the country and is not connected to the one in West Africa.  It is 
thought that the outbreak was caused by a woman who was given bushmeat by her husband to cook.  Thirteen people 
have died, according to one report in Science Magazine on 27 August.  

Freedom Ride

Thorn Tree Safaris, Bushtracks Africa and Zambezi FM are joining forces to raise awareness against gender-based 
violence and child defi lement.  So far 24 bike riders have committed to ride from Chililambombwe to Livingstone – a ride 
of 1,000 km.  The ride starts on 16th September and will fi nish in Livingstone on 25th.  At each town along the way Zambezi 
FM will be providing entertainment and information on the cause.  

If you would like to know more or would like to join the riders go to: www.freedomridezambia.com.

ZAMBIA

Old Livingstone Cemetery

Our old cemetery is full of history.  We just need to fi nd it.  Peter Jones has 
started that task by organising a clean-up of the cemetery so that we can 
actually see the graves.  

Some of our visitors to 
Livingstone are historical 
tourists, coming to see where 
their parents or grandparents 
lived.  We all need to help to 
keep this area clean and tidy 
- it has to be so disheartening 
when visitors see the state it was in. It was as if we didn’t care.  

If you would like to help in any way contact Peter at The River Club.



Sad loss of recently rescued orphan Ntubya
Game Rangers International

Ntubya won the hearts of keepers and elephants alike during the short time that she was with us at the Lilayi Elephant 
Nursery. It is with a very heavy heart we inform our supporters that she passed away on 25 August. We hope that she is 
now at peace and that her last days were spent knowing she was cared for and free from trauma.

Ntubya was severely emaciated when she was found alone in the Musungwa Chiefdom, close to Kafue National Park. 
Since her arrival at the nursery on 13 August, she was given constant care and veterinary attention. Unfortunately tests 
showed a high parasite load and a protein defi ciency resulting from starvation due to separation from her mother. After 
collapsing on several occasions and suffering from very low body 
temperature, staff at the EOP did everything they could to stablise 
Ntubya’s condition. Horse blankets, mattresses and hot water bottles 
(generously donated by Lilayi Lodge were used to maintain her body 
temperature and she received warm intravenous fl uids to rehydrate 
her. Sadly we could not get control of her stomach upset and her 
condition continued to deteriorate. 

The GRI - Elephant Orphanage Project would like to thank every-
body who was involved in her rescue and care especially the Zambia 
Wildlife Authority vets Innocent Ng’ombwa and Jackson Katampi as 
well as our veterinarian support team in Zambia.

Unfortunately Ntubya was an elephant that we could not save, but 
we thank everyone who supports the orphans that we have suc-
cessfully rescued and which are currently being rehabilitated at the 
GRI-Elephant Orphanage Project, Zambia.

Our Trees in Tanzania

In a report in the Daily Mail, over 300 trucks carrying logs of Mukula tree have been impounded in Tanzania.  Permanent 

Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs George Zulu: Part of Zambia has died. It means there are no trees left. The 

culprits must be brought to book. Even if it is George Zulu involved, he must be arrested and made to account for this 

crime which has robbed the country of its wealth.

Gill Comment:  I think there must be a mistake in this article.  I expect it should have read trucks carrying 300 logs.  300 

trucks is a bit too much.  Even so, this is a shocking story.  

Mukula is what we call Mukwa in this part of Zambia.  Actually Pterocarpus angolensis.  

I had heard that there was a lot of illegal logging in eastern Zambia of this tree.  It is said that it is in demand in China, so 

obviously the logs were destined for a port in Tanzania to be shipped out. 

Kafue Bridge

The Kafue Bridge has been opened.  This is the bridge 
which goes over the Kafue River near Chirundu.  The road 
continues on to Chiawa GMA and Lower Zambezi National 
Park.  

We can also assume that this is the fi rst bit of the construction 
of a road through the park and on to Luangwa - part of the 
Link Zambia project.

Photograph from Mwebantu



Nokutula Banda Ralph Goveia

Angel MuswemaTionge Mwale Esther Mwale Carol Nakombe

Martha NankalaComfort Phiri

JUDO

Eniless Mambwe Loveness Mudenda Margaret MunthaliCatherine Kalomo

SWIMMING

WOMENS HOCKEY

Youth Olympics

Our Competitors



Godfery Chama

Deophister Chongo

Brian Kasinda

Sydney Siame

ATHLETICS

Lombe Bwalya

Shadrick Katele

Blessing Lowole

Richard Lungu Alfred Chola

Victor Mwansa

Brighton Siwale

Samuel Tagwireyi

MENS HOCKEY

GOLD MEDAL

100M



Sydney Siame after his win at the Youth 
Olympic Games

ZAWA News

Following the recent seizure of 3,900Kg of assorted dry game meat, the Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) has intensifi ed 
operations aimed at destroying the market for game meat in Luanshya’s Kamirenda area and other hot-spots.
The 24 hour operations have led to the impounding of yet another truck containing an additional 1,855 Kilogrammes of 
assorted Game meat and the arrest of two female suspects.
The suspects were found on the truck after the driver of a Mitsubishi Fuso Truck registration ABE 4283 escaped.

The ZAWA team from the Copperbelt Area Management Unit, around 02hrs in the morning, last weekend, impounded the 
truck which had sped off from a roadblock, along the Mukuba–Ngabwe road, which is frequently used to transport meat 
into the Copperbelt.
Investigations have so far revealed that the truck in question belongs to a Musenge Joseph, a resident of Luanshya.
The development also suggests that Copperbelt Province provides easy market for game meat, likely poached from 
Lunga Luswishi Game Management Area and maybe Kafue National Park. 
ZAWA has identifi ed Ngalujere as the notorious trading centre for illicit game for buyers from the Copperbelt, Central, 
Lusaka provinces, including the Democratic Republic of Congo. Several patrols have been conducted in this area
The meat was yesterday handed over for disposal to the Magistrates court in Kalulushi. Others items recovered included 
two bicycles and one motor bike.

In another separate incident, ZAWA has arrested two suspects in Mazabuka for being in possession of 219 pieces of dry 
Kudu meat. 
Edward Habumbeni, 42 and Aaron Lyamba, 29, were apprehended on Wednesday for illegal possession of government 
trophy. The suspects appeared in court last Friday.

ZAWA would once again like to warn those in the habit of purchasing meat from unauthorised vendors that they are 
putting themselves at the risk of various diseases, some of them contagious.

Snared Elephant and Wild Dog

South Luangwa Conservation 
Society

Luckily this elephant immobilized this 
week only had a loose snare. Many 
thanks to Malama from Flatdogs for 
reporting him and staying with him till 
we arrived.



Quarry Baby & Family return to Kariba Area
Kariba Animal Welfare Trust

Quarry Baby and his mother (QBM) and the new little family member moved back to the 
Kariba area after a 7 month 
absence.

KAWFT and Parks are aware 
of the state of his left rear 
leg. He picked up a snare 
some 4 years ago and the 
bone has now grown over the 
wire causing this problem. 
Although tender he is not 
displaying a limp at a slow 
walk. He is being watched 
over and Aware Trust Vets 
are also keeping tabs on him. 

Thank you to everyone who 
has phoned in to report this 
plucky little ele’s problem. It’s 
a good way to know his whereabouts. 

QBM is unpredictable and can be very protective so caution is advised.

Disneyland for Vic Falls

Walter Mzembi, Minister of Tourism, has set aside 1,200 ha of land near the Victoria Falls airport for the development of a 
Disneyland-type development.  He will be calling for expressions of interest from investors soon. 

ZIMBABAWE

Pula/Thebe Day

Pula and Thebe is the currency of Botswana.  It came into being 38 years ago.  
Now the day is celebrated with dancing, singing and entertainment.

This photograph is the Mogwana Traditional Dance Group at the celebrations in 
Maun.

Photograph from the Ngami Times.

BOTSWANA
Railway Line: Francistown to Kazungula and Kasane

Botswana Railways is 5 years away from a railway line from Francistown to Kazungula.  The survey is in the process of 
being done and, as soon as this is complete, the construction will start.  The plan is to use it partly as a tourist route, the 
train to be called City of Francistown on Wheels.  

Other railway lines in the pipeline are ones from Gaborone to South Africa at Lephalale which will link into the South 
African railway system.



SOUTH AFRICA

Rhino Poaching Statistics

It has been quite a while since I have written about the poaching of rhinos going on in South Africa..  I found that it was 
depressing reading, but having recently been sent the latest fi gures on rhino poaching this year, I thought you should 
know ... it is still as bad, if not worse, than last year.  

Behind this information, we must know that elephant poaching is on the rise too.  It is not reported as much as rhino 
poaching, sadly.  We have to realise that rhino poaching is ‘organised crime’ and big business.  The mafi a-style 
organisations which are involved in this decimation of our wildlife will soon put all their efforts into elephant poaching 
when rhino poaching becomes too risky.

I really think it is about time the African Union put wildlife on the agenda of their meetings.  We all need to work together 
on this - sharing knowledge, personnel and equipment.  

WOLFGANG’S COLUMN

ARUSHA’S SAFARI MARATHON FALLS VICTIM TO SECURITY CONCERNS 

In a terse email just received from the organizers of the annual Safari Marathon in Arusha did sad news emerge for 
athletics supporters and marathon enthusiasts. 
Start quote: 
Dear participants, fans and sponsors; we regret to inform you that Safari Marathon – 2014 event is postponed till further 
notice, due to the current safety issues in Arusha. 
As safety and security is our main concern we have decided to plan for the event next year. 
We apologize for any in convince caused by this and hope you understand. 
Kind Regards Safari Marathon Team 
LET YOUR RUNNING DO THE TALKING 

End quote



NO MORE CROSS-BORDER PASSENGER TRAFFIC FOR TAZARA

News are emerging from Dar es Salaam that the management of TAZARA Railway, the Chinese built railways system 
linking Tanzania’s main port city with Zambia, will halt cross border passenger operations in a few days time. 
Effective next week will the passenger trains only go as far as the Nakonde border post and then turn back after taking 
new travelers on board. 
This change will apparently apply for both countries as trains on the Zambian side of the railway too will only take 
passengers from Kapiri-Mposhi to 
the border where they need to cross 
individually and then board another train. 
Travelers who had planned to explore 
the two African countries and use the rail 
journey are made aware that departures 
from the two main railheads in Dar 
and Kapiri-Mposhi are now only taking 
place on Tuesdays and Fridays while 
the respective return journeys leave the 
Nakonde border post on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, allowing for connectivity 
both ways. 
No explanation was provided why the 
passenger trains would no longer cross 
the borders, and if operational or security 
reasons were the main driver behind the 
decision, but there has been talk from 
the Tanzanian operation of the railway 
that the two countries should assume 
responsibility of the track and trains in 
their respective countries, which would 
be a radical departure from the joint management and operation of the railway. 
For now though it was confi rmed that cargo trains will continue to cross the border at Nakonde covering the entire length 
of the track from port to the railhead in Kapiri-Mposhi.

NEW KILIMANJARO CLIMBING SPEED RECORD SET 

What takes ordinary mortals between 5 and 7 days, to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro and come back down the mountain again, 

was reduced last week to just 6 hours, 56 minutes and 24 seconds by Swiss Ecuadorian Karl Egloff who ran the distance, 

going up the steep Umbwe route and down to the Mweka gate. 

This is reportedly a new record and was a result of several months of high altitude training in the Ecuadorian Andes and 

then on site in Tanzania, courtesy of sponsorships by Switzerland’s Aktiv Reisen and local partner Leopard Tours. …

BANK OF TANZANIA ANNOUNCES RECORD TOURISM EARNINGS 

Information from the Bank of Tanzania confi rms that the country earned nearly two billion US Dollars from tourism receipts 

in the year between July 2013 and June 2014. The fi gure of 1.973 billion is contained in the monthly BoT publication 

‘Monthly Economic Review’ which the Central Bank publishes with updates on Tanzania’s economic performance data 

and related information. 

This constitutes an increase from the previous 

year of nearly 12.3 percent, which makes the 

tourism industry the largest foreign exchange 

earner after gold incomes fell signifi cantly 

as a result of lower world prices for the 

commodity.



Impala Lily

This shrub is indigenous to our area.  In Zimbabwe they call it the Sabi 
Star.  It is tough as old boots - this one was surrounded by piles of old 
timber and had been ignored for several years.  I cleared the debris 
around it and now it will form the basis of a new fl ower bed.  

The Impala Lily grows easily from seed.  Two years ago I ‘stole’ a 
couple of seed pods from Sun International and planted them.  I now 
have small impala lilies all over the garden.  The small ones have tried 
to push out a couple of fl owers this year, but cannot compete with this 
old thing.  But, I know, in years to come, my garden will look splendid 
at this time of year when the others have grown.  The fl owers last for 
weeks.  

Just remember that they love full sun (even our Livingstone sun) and 
don’t over-water them.  

THE GARDENING BIT

Date Event Place

Saturday, 6 September Potjeikos Day Baobab Campsite

Friday, 12 September - 14 September Tiger Challenge Siavonga

Tuesday, 16 September - 25 September Freedom Ride Chililabombwe-Livingstone

Friday, 24 October - Tuesday 28 October Kayak Festival Waterfront, Livingstone, Zambia

October Elephant Charge Lusaka, Zambia

CALENDAR

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K6.04

P8.88

Nam$10.66

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

13°C 22°C

It’s gone cold again.  Jumper still on ...

I don’t know if this is a smile or a grimace, but it certainly makes us think what 
might be lurking under the water of our lakes and rivers ...

THE SMILE

Have a good two weeks

Gill

Good home needed 
for Maltese Terrier, 
very sweet natured, 
about 8 years old.
Phone Linda on 
0965947540  


