
Dear All

My header is again from Lower Zambezi.  A herd of buffalo drinking in the Musensenshi River, seen while on a drive from 
Anabezi Lodge

LIVINGSTONE
 
Internet Woes

Since the last newsletter, I have had 10 days with no internet.  The fi rst problem arose when someone had started a 
bushfi re along the Airport Road.  The fi re had somehow penetrated through the ground and into the channel for the cable 
and burned it.  This was fi xed a few days later.  But I still had no internet.  On investigating the problem, I was told that 
the cable through Tanzania was down.  The whole of Zambia working on Zamtel ADSL was down!  It is a shocking state 
of affairs that we can be so reliant on one cable – loss of business, etc.  I was told that we used to get internet through 
Namibia but that Zamtel had changed access to a cable through Tanzania.  It seems to me that we have to have some 
sort of back-up if this happens again, ... and surely it will ...

Toll Fee at Victoria Falls border

The other week I went across the border at Vic Falls to deposit someone at the Zim side and, on my return, was told that 
I had to pay K30 or US$5 as Road Fee to Kazungula District Council!  The border is not in Livingstone, but in Kazungula, 
so the District Council had obviously decided that it could make a killing at the border ...  Zambia’s tourism takes another 
dive ...  What will we think of next????

HOUSE AND WORKSHOP FOR SALE, 

Ellaine Brittel, Livingstone. 4 bed house, main bedroom with ensuite bath, separate family bathroom, pool, air-
conditioning, plus 2 bedroom cottage, with living room, kitchen and bathroom adjacent to main house, spread over 2 
lots with gardens. Workshop, covered maintenance yard and laundry area on a third adjoining lot. All 3 plots combined, 
3200 sq.m. Available immediately. Price on application. 
Contact Tom Baldock for further information at tebaldock@gmail.com



Speed Traps on the Kazungula road within the Game Park

A Livingstonian wrote to me to say that vehicles were being stopped for speeding within the Game Park on the 
Kazungula road but that there was no Speed Sign on the way into the park from Kazungula.  Is this legal?

Un-uniformed Offi cials
Another Livingstonian Report

Again, coming through the Game Park on the Kazungula road there are some offi cers, not in uniform, checking 
IDs.  Does anyone know who they are?  Surely they should have a uniform or at least show their own ID 
before checking others.   

Zawa NEWS

The Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) regrets to inform you that Mosi-Oa-Tunya National Park has lost one of its adult 
female rhinos, Nelly,  which died, on Tuesday, October14, 2014.
This happened about 10hours in the morning during a routine Veterinary procedure following anaesthetic immobilisation 
in order to insert an implant for real time positional location. A PostMortem is being conducted to ascertain the underlining 
cause of death.
“Nelly” was one of the four rhinos brought to Mosi-Oa-Tunya in 2008 to restock the park after the rhino population was 
reduced to one. During her time in the Park, she bred two calves, both female named “Lana”, born 20th February 2011 
and “Lucy” born 20th February 2014. The number of rhinos in the park now stands at eight and the remaining baby calf 
has already shown signs of bonding with the other rhinos. 
This is one of the tools to enhance the management of the white rhino.Despite this setback, one of the remaining rhinos,  
“Inonge” is pregnant and due to deliver at end of the year or in January of 2015.

Gill Note:  Not long ago another of our rhinos was found dead near the railway line.  So we have lost two in space of a 
couple of months.  How sad is that ???

Art Exhibition at the Royal - some pics



A visit to Camp Nkwazi

In September I went for a drive out to see Camp Nkwazi.  The last time I had seen it was when it was under construction 
several years ago.  

I was so impressed with the lodge which has chalets and camping.  Set in green and colourful gardens, with water in front 
and water behind, it is a tranquil place to spend a few days.  It is about 30 km from Livingstone on the Kazungula Road, 
taking about half an hour to get there by car.  An ideal place 
to stay for visitors who want the quietness of an out-of-town 
spot.  

The development has taken into consideration all those little 
things like the campsite shower with a dry place to leave 
your clothes so that they don’t get splattered when having 
a shower.  There are lights throughout so that you can see 
what you are doing when cooking over the fi re in the dark.  
The chalets have their own mini-kitchen on the veranda and 
a barbeque site just outside.  The kitchen has a microwave, 
small cooker and fridge – all the essentials.  I loved it and 
would like to see more attention to detail at other campsites.  

The bar and restaurant overlooks a channel of the Zambezi 
River with an island in front.  The birdlife is great with all the 
waterbirds on show and the gardens full of land-loving birds.  
I saw a woodpecker while I was there.  

I think the photos will tell you all.  

ZAMBIA



More stories from Lower Zambezi

Last newsletter I told you 
about our visit to Lower 
Zambezi.  I ended my 
last story at Old Mondoro 
and we were on our way 
to Anabezi.  Anazbezi 
is just round the corner 
from Old Mondoro, 
through the bush, over 
a dry river bed and back 
down to the river.  It took 
us about half an hour.  

Anabezi used to be 
called Ana Tree Lodge 
but the new owners from 
Zimbabwe have renamed 
it Anabezi and work is still in progress on the construction.  
The main area where we stayed faced the dry river bed of 
the Musensenshi River and was fi nished, but it seemed that 
the owner wanted to extend the lodge towards the Zambezi.  
The whole lodge is very luxurious with large rooms all with 
their own veranda overlooking the Musensenshi; the rooms 
and main area are accessed on walkways.  Walkways are 
always a good idea as the environment does not suffer and 
the animals can walk underneath.  I wondered what would 
happen if an elephant decided he wanted to pass – there 
wasn’t space for an elephant underneath the walkways.  I 
was told that none of them had tried yet ...

I really liked the section we stayed in because the dry river 
bed was clear and gave for good wildlife viewing – impala 
were always crossing and re-crossing to and from the lodge.  
And, to the left we could see the Zambezi Escrapment as 
it changed colours with the movement of the sun.  In the 
evening, after dinner, we were escorted to our room along 
the walkway and found buffalo, elephant and impala; the 
elephant was busy shaking the acacia tree to knock down 
the fruit pods to eat.  We had to wait awhile until he moved 
off.  

Our hosts at Anabezi were Matt and Annette; Emma was 
closeted up in the offi ce most of the time.  Matt took us 
for an early morning drive to see the sights.  And what a 
beautiful drive it was.  We found quite a bit of water along 
water-courses and, in one place a herd of buffalo had come 
down for an early morning drink.  We also saw a side-
striped jackal and crested guineafowl.  We saw lots of other 
stuff too but these were special.  Also nearby are some 
ruins which are called KK Ruins because it is said that this 
is where Kenneth Kaunda used to stay when he came to 
Lower Zambezi when it was a hunting concession (prior to 
1983).

The bush is varied.  Acacia forests, fl oodplains and thickets.  
For us who live in towns and are used to seeing our pathetic 
woodlands all decimated by charcoal burners, bushfi res and 



wood-cutters, it is such a thrill to see pristine Zambian forests.  Lower Zambezi does have bushfi res occasionally but it is 
mostly under control and there are certainly no charcoal burners there.  I digress ...

Our stay at Anabezi was too short but we had to move on, back to Chongwe River Lodge.  We set off around 1pm for a 
fi ne drive through the park, back through the park gate, over the Chongwe River and then to the Lodge.  

At Chongwe Lodge we were met by Flossy who took care 
of us.  Chongwe Lodge was full of elephants.  This was 
one I found just below the veranda of my room.  Two of 
the elephants were well-known to the staff – Honda and 
Bananas.  Honda is an elephant who once chased Flossy, 
hence his name.  Bananas is an elephant which had got 
used to the arrival of the boat bringing supplies for the 
camp.  He was once found by the river’s edge gorging 
himself on a box of bananas which had yet to be taken to 
the kitchen.  Now the staff have to be extra-fast off-loading 
the boats in case Bananas is watching.  

Chongwe River Lodge is, unsurprisingly, on the bank of 
the Chongwe River.  The view is superb – river in front, 
escarpment to the left, Zambezi to the right.  It is a great 
spot.  The camp was full and we enjoyed a starlight dinner 
in the company of people from all over the world.  

In the morning we went to visit Conservation Lower 
Zambezi to fi nd out all about their activities in the park.  We 
did go for a quick spin around the area afterwards seeing 
quite a bit of wildlife but ... we had to move on ... back into 
the park and Chiawa Camp. 

Chongwe Camp - an elephant extravaganza

Kariba Dam

The bad state of the Kariba Dam has been all over the news in the past few weeks.  Around the world people 
are very concerned.  If the dam collapses, it will take out Caborra too and thousands of people and homes will 
be lost.  

So, although the newspapers are informing us that the money for the repair has been sourced from the 
European Union, World Bank, African Development Bank and other banks, I just wish they would get on and 
fi x it ...



Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force

BATOKA GORGE DAM PROPOSAL
 
Earlier this year it was announced that the governments of Zimbabwe and Zambia had signed 
a joint Memorandum of Understanding resurrecting the long proposed Batoka Hydro Power 
Station Development. This involves building a dam wall in the Batoka Gorge below the Victoria 
Falls. The resulting lake would fl ood a section of the Zambesi River for some 50km below the 
Falls, drowning one of the most highly regarded commercially operated white water rafting in 
the world. Feasibility studies have suggested that to build a dam wall, 196m high, in the Batoka 
Gorge, 50 km down stream from the Falls would fl ood the rivers and gorges upstream to almost 
the foot of the Falls.
 
The Batoka Gorge is listed as an important bird life area by Birdlife International. An endangered species, the taita falcon 
breeds here as well as many other rare birds of prey such as Verraux’s eagle, lanner and peregrine falcon.
 
It is thought that the narrow deep-water nature of the resulting lake will not sustain large fi sh populations and that the local 
mains electricity network is unliely to be developed meaning that many rural communities will continue to be isolated from 
the national electrical supply. 
 
We are very concerned about this proposed dam. Firstly, the white water rafting is considered to be one of the best in the 
world and we will lose that. Secondly, the bird life and the fi sh life will suffer. Also, it will mean that hundreds of rural folk 
will have to be relocated. 
If you would like to have your say about this, go to www.victoriafalls-guide.net 

BINGA VILLAGERS ARRESTED FOR EATING POACHED ELEPHANT
 
An elephant was poached on the 20th July 2014 and 21 Binga villagers rushed in and skinned the elephant and took the 
meat. Binga resident magistrate, Stephen Ndlovu said he was baffl ed by the fact that the villagers knew that poachers 
had shot the elephant but instead of telling the police, they rushed in and stole the meat. 
 

ZIMBABWE

Snared Hippos in Kasanka

Two hippos have been caught in a poacher’s snare and have taken refuge in Kasanka National Park in 
Zambia’s Serenje Region. The animals are suffering because not only are the snares cutting into their fl esh but 
they are also joined together and can only move about four meters apart.

The hippos come out  of the pond in which they have taken refuge only after dark where they shuffl e along and 
avoid obstacles cleverly. The animals in this area are very skittish due to poaching. 
Kasanka Trust initially got word that someone was in hospital after being injured while trying to killed a snared 
hippo. The poacher was trying to kill the snared hippo in a Game Management Area outside of the boundary 
of Kasanka National Park but the snare broke loose from the tree and injured the poacher. Before authorities 
could get to the hospital to question the would be poacher, he ran away. The hippo then fl ed to refuge in the 
park, where it was followed by two poachers. These two poachers were apprehended by game scouts who 
were laying in ambush. Somehow the hippo has managed to become tangled together with another hippo by 
means of the snare.

A vet has offered his services in darting and medicating the animals but he will only will only be available after 
the 2nd November 2014. Kasanka Trust is also in urgent need of some fi nancial assistance in order to save 
these hippos.  If you can assist in any way possible PLEASE contact Pieter Snyman, operational manager at 
Kasanka Trust: +26 0971 745231, pieter@kasanka.com.



NAMIBIA

Mining in Bwabwata

In an article in the Namibian we are informed that Rio Tinto plans to explore for copper in Bwabwata National Park ...  Big 
business and conservation – can the two work together.  I somehow doubt it.  Surely Namibia is so rich in minerals it can 
leave the park to the animals and the people who also live there. 

Water from the Zambezi to Ngoma

In an article in New Era, it is reported that the new water pipeline from Katima Mulilo to Ngoma is mostly complete ...

From the article:
The completion of the N$35 million Katima Mulilo/Ngoma water pipeline in the Zambezi Region will bring relief for tens of 
thousands of people. ...
The second phase, which includes diverting water from the main pipeline for distribution to villages, started in May 2013 
and is expected to be completed by July 2015. This reporter was reliably informed that the pipeline has reached its 
intended destination of Bukalo and is nearing Nachisangani in north-eastern Zambezi, with only about two kilometres left 
before Ngoma.
However, diverting pipelines for water distribution to villages has proven diffi cult as Zambezi is sparsely populated. ... 
Construction of a booster pump station on the eastern periphery of Katima Mulilo along the Ngoma road is underway to 
ease the distribution of water once the pipeline is completed.
Phase three of the project will cover areas such as Ngoma, Kabbe and Lusese while the 4th phase will link Bukalo to 
Muyako, Ibuu, Ioma and Mutikitila.
The fi rst phase of the water pipeline project covering areas in the western part of the region from Katima Mulilo to 
Kongola is said to be progressing well and has been completed. Other areas would stretch from Kongola to Kapani.

Gill comment: Even less water for the Batoka Dam.  Has someone calculated the effects of this on the potential of the 
dam to produce electricity ??

POACHER SHOT DEAD
 
Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Authority rangers at the Chete 
National Parks in Binga shot a suspected poacher dead and 
seriously injured 3 others they ambushed soon after they 
killed a female elephant in the park. The injured poachers 
are currently admitted in the Binga District Hospital in critical 
condition. They have been charged with unlawful hunting 
and possession of elephant tusks.
 
The rangers found them relaxing around a fi re they had 
made, cooking a meal. One of the men jumped up, picked 
up a gun and was shot dead on the spot. 

 
CHINESE NATIONAL GETS 10 YEAR SENTENCE FOR 
POACHING
 
The highest penalty ever imposed in South Africa for the 
illegal possession of ivory was handed down in Khayalitcha 
Magistrate’s Court when Cheng Jie Liang was sentenced to 10 years jail and a 5 million rand fi ne for possessing 1 ton of 
poached elephant tusks.
 
Liang, a Chinese nation who has been living in South Africa since 2003, was sentenced to a further 2 years jail for the 
illegal possession of abalone.Liang was arrested in September 2012 in Milnerton where the ivory was stored in 2 storage 
units at Storage Spot. The stash included 67 tusk tips indicating that 34 elephants had been killed. It is now estimated that 
in Africa, an elephant is killed every 15 minutes.



Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow in fl ower now.  Very pretty.

Don’t forget to keep water in the bird baths - it is very dry and the birds need 
your help.  I have six bird baths in the garden and they are visited all day - 
great entertainment.  

Date Event Place

Saturday, 8 November Fireworks Acacia School, Livingstone

CALENDAR

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K6.34

P9.07

Nam$10.89

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

24°C 39°C

We await the rain now ... possibly 2 more weeks of the heat ...

THE SMILE

Have a good two weeks

Gill

Sorry that this is so short and late but, without internet, I have been unable to work properly and my brain went into 
comatose mode.  Watched a lot of TV!

By the way, the last 5 days of no internet was caused by human error - Zamtel forgot to fl ick a switch which informed the 
computer that I had paid my bill!  They did apologise but ...

From Informante, Namibia

A man convicted for cultivating dagga in Zambezi stunned the court in Katima Mulilo by testifying in mitigation under 
oath that his dagga is used as treatment of the cattle he is looking after to scare lions who wants to attack his herd when 
grazing in the veld.

GARDEN 


