
Dear All

My header is taken from the Deck at the Royal Livingstone.  We still have enough water to give us a good spray, but it is 
going down fast.  

LIVINGSTONE
Bridges

I wrote some weeks ago about a bridge that needs repair in Livingstone.  I had the feeling that because Zambia was a 
land of rivers, some seasonal, others not, that we should have a section in the Roads Department which could handle the 
construction of small bridges.  At least the Roads Deparment should be able to fi x the bridges which go over seasonal 
rivers and allow people to move from one small village to another, mainly to enable children to get to school.  But, maybe I 
have it wrong, maybe the Roads Department is only an overseer of projects.  

In the news this past week, District Commissioner, Omar Munsanje, told the press that bridges in Livingstone would be 
repaired before the rains.  He mentioned that a contractor had already been identifi ed to fi x Linda-Sakubita Bridge.  He 
also mentioned the bridge over the railway between the bus station and Central Police.  He said also that the Mulala 
bridge required funding and that he had written to the DMMU for the necessary money.  

Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU)
I looked up the DMMU as I was not sure what it was.  This is what it says on its website:  www.dmmu-ovp.gov.zm

Vision

The vision of the disaster management system in the country is to promote a social ‘safety Net’ for protection of the 
citizenry, their assets and the environment against disaster through a proactive, community-based, developmental 
and multi-sectoral approach that combines disaster preparedness, prevention and mitigation and integrates disaster 
management into national development

Our Activities

The Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU) is vested in the Offi ce of the Vice President and was created in 
1994. The following are the objectives of DMMU:
To put in place appropriate preparedness measures in order to manage effectively and effi ciently
To activate response mechanism for effective and timely search and rescue operations in order to save life and reduce 
damage to property.
To put in place measures to restore livelihoods and other life support systems to affected communities.
To mitigate the disruptive and destructive effects of hazards and all disasters in order to reduce their impact on vulnerable 
communities, assets and the environment
To put in place preventive measures in order to reduce the negative effect of hazards and strengthen the national capacity 
for disaster management in order to avoid the adverse impact of hazards.
To effectively co-ordinate disaster management activities through a body of procedures and practices in order to avoid 
duplication of efforts and resources at all levels.

It is welcome that money is being sourced to fi x these bridges but I am a bit confused because I feel that bridges in 
Zambia should be commonplace and not under the heading of ‘Disaster Management’.  



From the SafPar Newsletter

This month is all about our very own Zambezi Elephant 
Trails:- 

• Our longest serving staff member is Roy Chinyama who 
started out as a casual building the boma and is now a 
senior elephant handler 12 years later. 
• Perhaps one of our better known elephants, Madinda, also 
known as ‘spirited’ or ‘the dancing elephant’ once faked 
an injury after witnessing the special treatment received 
by Marula after an actual ligament injury he sustained by 
sparring with Madinda. Anything for some extra TLC!
• Our matriarch Mashumbi and her daughter are both 
tuskless, as is Liwa one of our adult cows but her daughter 
does carry tusks. It is thought that roughly only 3% of the 
elephant population are tuskless. 
• When Liwa is content she hums loudly and rhythmically 
(same as a pussycat purring?!) 
• Elephants regulate their body temperature by fl apping their 
ears. Now that it is winter, our elephants hold their ears very 
close to their body in the cold mornings.

Inspired by the Zambezi

Available at:

The River Club
Zig Zag
Elephant’s Walk, Vic Falls
Clare Mateke @ the Museum
Shackelton’s Tiger Fishing Lodge
Mutemwa Lodge
Ichingo Chobe River Lodge, Impalila 
Island
Thebe River Safaris near Kasane
Lowdown, Lusaka
History Socieity, Harare

Flies

In Lusaka there is now a ban on keeping chickens in residential areas.  I wish we 
could do the same in Livingstone.  The weather is only marginally warmer but the 
fl ies have started already.  I am convinced that the problem is worse because my 
neighbours have started to keep chickens.  

Here is a photograph of one of my dogs - notice all the fl ies on her back.  I hate to 
think how bad the fl ies will become in the rains this year.  I will be battling through 
clouds of them in the garden and in the house.  



Mulobezi Railway

Government took over the running of the Mulobezi Railway last year.  Since then the lines (163 km) have been 
rehabilitated and new rolling stock, capable of taking 300 people with a dining room and a sleeper compartment, has 
been brought in.  

Up until now the train could take 3 days to go from Livingstone to Mulobezi!  Now, though, it is said that it will take 13 
hours, but there are hopes that this will be reduced to 6 hours.  

This railway is a lifeline for the people of Mulobezi as the road is along a very roundabout route of 250 km.  A shortcut 
over a fl oodplain of Sichifulo, Sala, and Machili Rivers is only 
useable in the dry season.  

This line too has potential for tourism.  As it used to be the 
longest private railway line in the world when Zambezi Sawmills 
was logging in the area, it is known to all steam enthusiasts.  
Steam trains have, in the past 10 years, attempted the trip but 
steam trains need water and the water tank infrastructure has 
long-since become dilapidated.  

Mulobezi Town is very close to the southern entrance to 
Kafue National Park.  A beautiful road through Sichifulo Game 
Management Area takes you to Dundumwense Gate.  The 
possibilities are huge …

Many years ago ... my children and their mates on the 
Ngwezi bridge ... we went for a walk to see because 
the line was so squonk ...

Kazungula Bridge

The last time (May) I went over the pontoon at Kazungula, I could see no work being done for the new bridge.  I asked 
people at the border if there was a start on the bridge.  No, they told me.  

So when I saw an article about the President of the African Development Bank (AfDB), Donald Kaberuka, visiting 
Kazungula and having meetings about the bridge I was not surprised.  From the article, though, I gleaned the information 
that some people are having to be moved from the bridge site and that new houses are being constructed for them.  
Maybe this is the holdup.  Also we are told that 
there is a shortfall of funding of US$60million, 
but that the AfDB is willing to supply these funds. 
(The total cost of the bridge is US$259million and 
is expected to take 4 years.)

Donald Kaberuka was also shocked to see the 
number of trucks lining the roads in Kazungula on 
both sides of the river – stretching for kilometres 
down the roads.  The trucks are taking 2 weeks 
to cross the river, the pontoons carrying 70 trucks 
each day.  

ZAMBIA



Saviour Kombe

Titus Mukhala

Prince Mumba

Kabange Mupopo

Emmanuel Mwewa

Yvonne Nalishuwa

Rhodah Njobvu

Cephas Nyimbili

ATHLETICS BADMINTON

Chongo Mulenga

BOXING

Mbachi Kaonga

Christopher Katanga

Bwalya Lumbwe

Charles Lumbwe

Benny Muziyo 
Bronze Medal

JUDO

Abigail Chindele

William Kalunga

Boas Munyonga
Bronze Medal

Mathews Punza

Simasiku Kalaluka

Noel Kasande

Friday Ng’andu

TABLE TENNIS

Commonwealth Games

I hope you were all watching bits of the Commonwealth Games.  I thought we should all know who was representing 
Zambia, so below were our competitors



Foster Banda

George Chibwe

Christe Kapata

Matimba Like

Sophia Matipa

Eddah Mpezeni

Harry Musonda

Everlyn Namutowe

Bright Mwanza

LAWN BOWLS SQUASH

Manda Chilambwe

Sharon Chimfwembe

Mwiinga Lengwe

Namweene Muchaile

Kelvin Ndhlovu

SWIMMING

Alexandros Axiotis

Ralph Goveia

Jade Howard

Milimo Mweetwa

Tilka Paijk

Matthew Shone

Our Neighbours in the Commonwealth.

Their medal tally:

Botswana

1 Gold in Athletics

Namibia

1 Silver in Boxing
2 Bronze in Athletics

Sports is a great way to promote 
a country; they are also good for 
keeping people fi t, healthy and ‘off the 
streets’.  

I am sure we can do better in 4 years 
time when the next Commonwealth 
Games comes around.  Here is a list 
of sports included in the games:

Athletics, Badminton, Boxing, Cycling 
Mountain Bike, Cycling Road, Cycling 
Track, Diving, Gymnastics Artistic, 
Gymnastics Rhythmic, Hockey, Judo, 
Lawn Bowls, Netball, Powerlifting, 
Rugby Sevens, Shooting, 
Squash, Swimming, Table Tennis, 
Triathlon, Weightlifting, Wrestling



Lozi myths, legends and realities (by Lawrence Flint)

Part 5 – The life and times of Mboo

Mboo experienced several challenges, including competition with siblings who probably challenged for the leadership of the Luyi 
resulting in unsuccessful contenders moving out.  Most accounts of the time of Mboo describe a process of handing out new areas of 
infl uence to brothers and sisters. Thus Mwanambinje moved to Nayaka, the next village south of Libonda, although this was later given 
to Mboo’s sister, Njikana.  Mbuywamwambwa, had, by this time, moved to Mukono. Meanwhile, Inyambo was given Sikuli, Mwanawina 
was given Sikongo and Yeta was given Mwandi (not to be confused with the Mwandi on the Zambezi opposite Caprivi which became 
the royal capital in the far south of the Kingdom), Mbikusita (‘a zebra that kicks’) went to rule in Mukola, Namakau (‘a digging tool or 
hoe’) was given Salondo or Kwandu and Mange was given Nakanda, a forest area. This indicates a substantial broadening out of Luyi 
infl uence in the region.  Not everyone appears to have been satisfi ed with Mboo’s retention of the Kingship, however, and tradition 
tells of two individuals who challenged their ascribed position in relation to Mboo’s leadership and later moved on to found their own 
princedoms extending Luyi infl uence still further.  

One of these was Mboo’s younger brother, the above-mentioned Mwanambinje (often spelt Mwanambinye), whose name means ‘child 
who moves with spears’. The two brothers, it is said, regularly sparred with each other.  Examples of the competitions indulged in were 
shooting arrows across the Zambezi and pitting their fi ghting bulls against one another.  In many of these bouts, Mwanambinje would 
be the victor causing considerable resentment and jealousy on the part of Mboo so that eventually Mwanambinje left (or was expelled) 
to seek ‘new pastures’. Mwanambinje (who was endowed with great powers of magic) is credited with having been the fi rst Luyi-Lozi 
leader to subdue peoples south of Bulozi including the Mbukushu on the right bank of the Zambezi in what became Caprivi, who were 
apparently fracturing under the stress of succession disputes. It is from these succession disputes that the Subia are sometimes said 
by the Lozi to have emerged. 

A similar dynamic occurred with another brother, Mange, who made for the eastern plain margin and wooded higher lands beyond 
that. The ability to relocate and elude compliance with existing authority, thereby avoiding internal confl ict, came about due to sparse 
population densities and the availability of land not already claimed as a homeland by other groups or where the existing status quo 
was easily overturned as in the case of regions inhabited by the Khoi-San. Both of the above protagonists set out with a band of 
followers, some of whom were appointed councillors in a political structure replicating the one left behind, which could then be planted 
in the areas in which they settled.  This may be seen as one explanation for the rise in Barotseland of a number of royal centres 
with similar political structures.  Eventually, as will be seen, the Luyi clan and its LItunga (King) became more and more powerful, 
overrunning and reclaiming these other centres of infl uence and posting consuls who governed through institutional capacity identical 
to the central authority of the Litunga.  For those left behind it is said, Mboo distributed various administrative duties.  By this method, 
commoners were brought into the sphere of government through appointments in matters of spiritual, military and judicial importance 
including the traditional Kuta or council. This may also have been a strategy to discourage further competitive lust. 

The story concerning the end of Mboo’s rule whilst Mbuywamwambwa was still alive is not without signifi cance.  According to local 
legend, a period of darkness suddenly descended upon Bulozi and as much as a week passed without sight of the sun, an unheard of 
occurrence.  People and animals rose and slept but this had no impact on the continual darkness that befell the country.  This worried 
the people and, according to the custom of the day, when a mystery occurred that could not be explained, a diviner was called and 
consulted for an explanation.  The diviner discovered that the ancestral spirits were annoyed because the Luyis had appointed Mboo 
to the Kingship when, in fact, it should have gone to his elder brother, Inyambo, an unworthy decision.  Following this discovery, Mboo 
apparently politely resigns from the monarchy in the same manner as his mother before him and is replaced by Inyambo. Undoubtedly 
this is a benign interpretation put on competition between early Luyi leaders probably during the reign of Lewanika at the turn of the 
twentieth century that were then dictated to gullible missionary writers such as Jalla who produced what was to become the ‘authorised’ 
history of the Lozis, still in use today.

It is a matter of conjecture as to what the period of darkness referred to could have been.  Maybe a week of heavy continuous storms 
or perhaps a solar eclipse (clearly not lasting a week) are responsible, but it is relevant that the natural environment is again used 
as a participant and as a backdrop to events that are core to Lozi history and to Lozi consciousness.  In addition, the notion that the 
Kingship could be passed down to the eldest son is interesting here in that this was not a custom that was followed in later Lozi history.  
Thus perhaps these two factors are convenient ways of explaining how the performance of one of the founding monarchs of the Lozi 
Kingship, so central to Lozi identity, may have fallen below expectations, resulting perhaps in some kind of putsch. The idea that Mboo, 
like Mbuywamwambwa before him, would have politely resigned from offi ce is somewhat implausible to say the least, but entirely in 
keeping with the way in which the Luyi/Lozi Kingship is intended to be perceived from the viewpoint and interests of the Second Lozi 
Kingdom.

Certainly Mboo is remembered today with considerable fondness.  His praise sayings promote admiration:

Mboo mwana silundu
Silundu lwanga manji
Silundu sa makumba
Ana ku kumanga litunga naya
Nayo litunga naye, na ku kumanga
Naye, u Muyunda wa Ikatulamwa
A kuyunda mbu telela

Mboo the bright one
Who accommodates all the people in his heart
Is likened to a bunch of fi bres tied together
The people loved him and he loved them too
Muyunda of Ikatulamwa, a village that once visited
Will not be willingly departed from
Because of his (Mboo’s) hospitality



This praise saying and others like it imply a bond or bargain between the Lozi people and their King. He would rule over them with care 
and provide protection and succour whilst the people (his supporters) would also protect their King from overthrow. As already implied, 
little open criticism of a King/Litunga is permissible in Lozi culture. If there was fault, then criticism would be directed at an advisor or 
the Ngambela (Prime Minister) who would probably be punished in place of the King. Also, the Lozi nation protects the Kingship even if 
a less than popular King occupies it.

Another aspect of Kingship and of the indigenous Lozi belief system dating from early times is the increased relevance and importance 
that attaches to Kings after their death, from when their infl uence increases.  Departed Kings are regularly consulted at their closely 
guarded cenotaphs for advice and approval (this aspect of tradition will be explored later).  Thus the cenotaph of Mboo, reifi ed along 
with Mbuywamwambwa as founding parents of the Lozi order and system of governance, must be visited by all Litungas upon their 
accession to the Kingship. Upon the death of Mboo, the fi rst King of the Luyis was buried in his capital, Ikatulamwa, in a specially 
designed courtyard known as Limbwata.  The following morning, however, the courtyard built around his grave and a mound of earth 
put on the grave, had disappeared.  A trail was found leading out of the village and leading to nearby Imwambo village.  In that place 
the courtyard fence was found together with the earth mound.  At some point in time after this event (when is not clear), the old village 
of Ikatulamwa was washed away as the Zambezi modifi ed its course and the surviving inhabitants all moved to a new village given 
the same name.  After the discovery of the transferred grave and the subsequent washing away of the original Ikatulamwa, the Luyis 
concluded that the spirit of Mboo had not wanted to be buried in lkatulamwa and that this was a portent of events to come, a message 
from the spirit to the people that had been ignored.  From that time onward, each King designated his eventual burial place, which 
is always at a different location from his capital.  It also marks the inauguration of what has been referred to as the ‘royal graves and 
ancestor cult’. Suffi ce to say here that the legend concerning Mboo’s transfer of his own gravesite for posterity is indication of the belief 
that, on departure from the world of mortals, a Litunga, far from losing control, actually gains in power and infl uence over the mortal 
world.

Zawa News

The Zambia Wildlife Authority regrets to inform you of the sad and untimely death of 
immediate past Director-General Xenophon Emmanuel Vlahakis, who died yesterday at 
the University Teaching Hospital (UTH) where he was admitted.
This is a very sad time for ZAWA and the country, as we have lost an intelligent, sincere, 
humble and passionate leader in Mr Vlahakis. 
Mr Vlahakis served in various portfolios in government for over 35 years. He started off 
as a tour guide, way back in his teens, before joining government at the age of 22. He 
also served as Tourism Permanent Secretary from in the then Ministry of Tourism and 
Transport.
His last appointment was with ZAWA as Director-General from January 2013 until April this 
year.
Having worked in the Tourism industry all his life, Mr Vlahakis was very passionate about 
wildlife and the potential it holds to grow and contribute to the country’s economy and the 
empowerment of communities in particular.
His passing is a great loss to the country and management at ZAWA sends its sincere and 
heartfelt condolences to his wife, Angela Chiti Vlahakis, his children, grandchildren and the 
entire Vlahakis family.
Mr Vlahakis was born on October10, 1948 and died on August 31, 2014. 

May His Soul Rest In Peace!

Lake Tanganyika Transport Corridor

Mpulungu Harbour, it is hoped, will be modernised as part of a Lake Tanganyika 
Transport Corridor.  The corridor from Mpulungu will link Kalemie in DRC, which is a 
terminus for the railway, Kigoma in Tanzania which links by rail to Dar es Salaam and 
Bujumbura in Burundi.  The modernisation will probably be funded through a loan 
from African Development Bank.



Crocodiles in Lake Kariba

Since the death of Mac Bailey at Gache Gache on Lake Kariba who was taken by a crocodile as he was mooring his boat 
in the dark, there has been constant discussion through email about what to do with the crocodiles of Lake Kariba.  This 
is not the fi rst instance of death by crocodile around the lake shore from Kariba Town to Matusadona and the Sanyati and 
Ume Rivers.  On the Zambian side there is a similar problem but it does not seem to be so acute.  

History will tell us something, I think.  The lake came about when the dam was built and the water started to rise from 
1959.  It continued to rise until 1964.  Before the dam, there would have been very few crocodiles in the fast-moving 
water of the gorge.  So when Kariba Town, the old compound for the staff of the dam construction, became a holiday 
destination, the water was virtually free of crocodiles.  A water surface area became over 5,000 sq km from an area of 
around 100 sq km.  

The holiday-makers at Kariba could swim, snorkel, ski and spear-fi sh in the lake with little fear of a crocodile attack.  That 
was 40-50 years ago.  What has happened since then?  Since then the crocodiles have bred and their numbers have 
increased.  To make matters worse, companies which collect crocodile eggs from the wild must put back into the lake a 
percentage of crocodile hatchlings.  

Now the number of crocodiles in the lake around Kariba Town has increased so much that people are afraid to go 
near the water.  There are reports of people being taken from their boats or along the shore, of crocodiles following 
houseboats, of crocodiles knocking boats from underneath.  The crocodiles are not afraid and come into harbours and 
lurk in the shallows. The days of snorkeling, skiing and swimming in the lake are over.  

So, why is it worse along the Zimbabwe side than the Zambian side?  Being a holiday destination the visitors to Kariba 
are keen fi shermen and, while cleaning the fi sh, throw the guts back into the lake; they also throw overboard waste food.  
The released crocodile hatchlings will have been released on the Zimbabwe side.  I checked with the Zambian crocodile 
farms and this practice stopped many years ago – they breed their own crocodiles.  The shoreline along the Zimbabwean 
side is a wildlife area – from Kariba Town right along the shore to Matusadona and beyond.  On the Zambian side it 
is mostly village.  The ‘pickings’ for a crocodile will be few on the Zambian side and if a crocodile does take cattle or a 
person, it is shot.  Having said that, they are still a problem.  

Crocodiles are protected by CITES - are listed under Least Concern.  We know that they are not stupid creatures.  They 
haven’t survived for millions of years because of lack of intelligence (according to Wikipedia, they appeared 83.5 million 
years ago).  

What to do?  The comments of visitors to Kariba Town should not be ignored and something, surely has to be done.  I 
would expect that those crocodiles which are found lurking around harbours must be shot.  Certainly the population of 
crocodiles in the lake is no longer threatened so surely we should not be putting in more from commercial operations.  But 
also, the holiday-makers who throw fi sh guts and waste food from their boats should be warned that their actions have re-
actions.  

Finally, though, the lake is wild and it is the home of crocodiles, and we need to respect that.  We will never go back to 
those swimming, snorkeling and spear-fi shing days.  

ZIMBABWE



BOTSWANA

Thamalakane Bridge

From Ngami Times

The controversial new Thamalakane Bridge and associated roadworks in Maun is 
rapidly taking shape as this aerial picture shows. The two-lane bridge will replace 
the existing single-lane steel bridge – for years known as Jackson’s Bridge – which 
will be turned into a pedestrian access bridge.



Subiya Cultural Festival

Last weekend was the Festival of the Subiya people at Bukalo.  
According to an article in New Era, thousands of people attended; 
people from Zambia and Botswana as well as Namibians.

The festival included traditional food, music and dance.  I could only 
fi nd one photograph, of Chief Kisco Liswanni III in his carriage from 
New Era.

This links nicely to the story about the Lozi people written by Lawrence 
Flint.  The Lozis and Subiyas have a combined history.

New Road to Connect to the Walvis Bay Corridor

The President of Namibia, Hifi kepunye Pohamba announced at 
a rally the other week that the road between the Angolan border 
at Oshikango to Rundu is being upgraded to a tar road.  He said 
that parts of it had already been completed and that the rest was 
scheduled.  

I have marked the new road in blue from a SADC map of main 
routes

NAMIBIA

The Katima Mulilo Baobab

In July I showed an old photograph of a baobab in Katima Mulilo in which there was a 
toilet.  I wondered if anyone knew of it and whether is was still there.  

I had two responses from readers:

Re: the baobab. Vivienne (my sister) and I remember a baobab with a fl ush toilet which 

was in Major Trollipe’s garden. A novelty for us!...The tree and the fl ush toilet. Major 

Trollipe lived in the house that was built for the German “ambassador” before WW1 if I’m 

not mistaken.

And then another reader sent me cuttings from a Kew 
Gardens pamphlet with this old photograph with the 
note below:

There is a famous baobab outside the Commissioner’s 

Offi ce at Katima Mulilo in the Caprivi Strip which is fi tted 

out with a fl ush toilet.  The story told is that a former 

Commissioner during the 1939-45 War, a Major Trollip, 

became so bored with nothing to do that he instructed 

his staff to install it.  

The same reader sent me photographs of her grandchildren in 2006 when they went to 
investigate the tree.  You may recognise these two youngsters who are Nikita and Kira 
... ex-Livingstone.  



Date Event Place

Saturday, 10 August Lion Day Mukuni Park

Saturday, 10 August Full Moon

Sunday, 11 August Kariba Half Marathon Kariba, Zimbabwe

Saturday, 16 August Canoe Challenge Siavonga, Zambia

Wed, 27 August - Sat, 30 August Zambezi Classic Fishing Comp Katima Mulilo, Namibia

Friday, 24 October - Tuesday 28 October Kayak Festival Waterfront, Livingstone, Zambia

October Elephant Charge Lusaka, Zambia

CALENDAR

THE GARDENING BIT

The Problem with Trees

We all need trees in the garden to give us shade for the house, for the plants 
underneath, and a place for the birds to visit.  But we also need to be careful what 
we plant because trees can grow big. 

When I bought my house about 15 years ago I did inherit some trees.  I had a teak, 
a fl ame tree, a mungongo (Ricinodendron rautanenii), 2 rosewoods (Guibourtia 

coleosperma), 2 strychnos (African orange) and some very old frangipani. But most 
of the garden was bare – I needed shade.  I planted exotics because they grow 
quicker than indigenous – like most people, I wanted my garden to grow fast.  

Now, years down the line, I realise my errors.  Firstly the fl ame tree in the back 
yard, which came with the house, gives beautiful shade and lovely red fl owers in 
spring.  But it is growing far too close to the house.  Flame trees can fall down in 
high winds and mine can fall on the house ... It has to be cut, but I don’t want to do 
it – it shades half of my back garden ...

Another tree which I do not recommend is cassia siamea.  This tree is evergreen, 
grows quickly from seed ... but it seems to also get a black mould caused by 
aphids.  All the plants underneath it are covered in this black mould.  The answer 
to this is to spray with soap, but it is an ongoing chore.  

Finally, I planted an exotic fi g which grew easily from a cutting (as all fi gs will).  I 
planted it well away from the house but later I put in a fi sh pond.  The roots of the fi g are now 
undermining the construction of the fi sh pond and it is cracking.  

So, just a word of advice:  When planting a tree remember that it grows.  Plant away from the 
house and remember that the roots of the tree will spread underground as far as the branches 
spread out above.  The roots can damage the foundations of the house.  

I have learned the error of my ways and am now planting indigenous trees which will eventually 
take over from my exotics.  The musikili tree (Trichelia emetica) is probably the best for shade.  
I am also growing acacias and rosewoods.  They will take time, but when they do grow, I will 
remove the exotics. 

Flame tree

Cassia

Fig



EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K6.16

P8.87

Nam$10.69

THE SMILE

Have a good two weeks

Gill

WEATHER
Min Temp Max Temp

19°C 26°C

Still got a jumper on, but temperatures 

are improving ...

From Nehanda Radio
Joseph Chinotimba, the Buhera South Zanu PF Member of Parliament (MP), has queried why Zimbabwe National Water 
Authority (Zinwa) was charging (for) water that it gets from the Zambezi River’s catchment area for free.

Contributing to debate on government’s policy on agricultural fi nancing on Tuesday, Chinotimba said Zinwa had no right 
to charge for water it obtained from a shared river basin.

“Let us take an example of the water that is in the Zambezi River. Zambezi River originates from DRC,” Chinotimba said.

“Zinwa expects us to pay for water that is coming from DRC and yet it is not their water. We do not pay a single cent to 
DRC, where the water is coming from,” he said to uproarious laughter in the national Assembly. …


